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SATURDAY,  4th  MARCH,  1797. 
ADDRESS  TO  THE  PUBLIC. 

A  HE  objefts  which  this  paper  has  in  view  have  al 
ready  been  fet  forth,  and  that  they  are  generally 
approved  of  is  demonflrated  by  the  numbers  of  iub- 
fcribers,  that  the  propofals  have  brought  from  all 
parts  of  the  United  States.  Nothing  feems  necelfary 
here,  then,  but  to  give  a  Iketch- of  the  manner  in 
which  the  publication  will  be  conducled. 

The  editor  of  an  advertiiing  paper,  which  was 
ufhered  to  the  world  not  long  iince,  exprefTed  a 
good  deal  of  concern  for  the  anxious  fufpenfe  of  the 
public  mind  refpecling  his  politics:  and  to  fay  the 
truth,  it  is  often  a  fubjecl:  of  curious  fpeculation, 
and  one  that  would  puzzle  the  mofl  accurate  calcu 
lators,  to  determine  beforehand  what  will  be  the 
politics  of  a  news-monger.  It  is  generally  a  thing 
fo  dependent  upon  circum (lances,  fo  entirely  fub- 
jecled  to  the  control  of  adventitious  caufes,  fuch, 
for  inftance,  as  the  caprice  of  the  multitude,  the 
length  of  the  purfes  of  certain  wholefale  iubfcribers3 
&c.  &c.  that  it  is  extremely  difficult,  if  not  altoge 
ther  impoflible,  for  the  public,  or  even  the  editor 
himfelf,  to  know  what  will  be  liis  politics,  before 
he  begins  to  publifh,  or,  for  any  length  of  time, 
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after  he  has  begun.  This  ft  ate  of  uncertainty, 
however,  my  readers  and  I  are  happily  exempted 
from.  My  politics,  fuch  as  they  are,  are  known  to 
every  one ;  and  few,  I  believe,  doubt  of  their  conti 
nuing  the  fame. 

Profeffions  of  impartiality  I  fhall  make  none. 
They  are  always  ufelefs,  and  are  belides  perfect 
nonfenfe,  when  ufed  by  a  news-monger :  for,  he 
that  does  not  relate  news  as  he  finds  it,  is  fomething 
worfe  than  partial ;  and  as  to  other  articles  that  help 
to  compofe  a  paper,  he  that  does  not  exercife  his 
own  judgment,  either  in  admitting  or  rejecting 
what  is  lent  him,  is  a  poor  pailive  tool,  and  not  an 
editor.  For  my  part,  I  feel  the  ftrongeft  partiality 
for  the  caufe  of  order  and  good  government,  fuch 
as  we  live  under,  and  againft  every  thing  that  is  op- 
pofed  to  it.  To  profefs  impartiality  here,  would  be 
as  abfnrd  as  to  profefs  it  in  a  war  between  Virtue  and 
Vice,  Good  and  Evil,  Happinefs  and  Mifery.  There 
may  be  editors  who  look  on  fuch  a  conflict  with 
perfect  indifference,  and  whofe  only  anxiety  is  to 
difcover  which  is  the  Itrongeft  iide.  I  am  not  one 
of  thefe,  nor  fhall  a  paper  under  my  direction,  ever 
be  made  an  inftrument  of  deftruction  to  the  caufe  I 
efpoufe. 

Communications  will  be  thankfully  received.  I 
wifh  my  paper  to  be  a  rallying  point  for  the  friends 
of  Government.  Here  they  may  fpeak  their  minds 
without  referve.  They  may  employ  their  leifure 
hours,  without  fearing  that  their  productions  will  be 
rejected,  or  gutted,  or  frittered  away,  for  fear  of 
offending  this  or  that  perfon,  fociety,  or  nation.  \ 
have  not  defcended  from  the  Cenforial  chair  merely 
to  become  a  news-monger  ;  I  have  not  made  this 
facriiice  for  the  fake  of  augmenting  the  number  of 
retailers  of  fmall-beer  politics;  in  fhort,  I  have  not 
taken  up  that  cut-and-thruft  weapon,  a  daily  paper, 
\yithout  a  refolutioh  not  only  to  make  ufe  of  it  my? 
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felf,  but  to  lend  it  to  whomfoever  is  difpofed  to 
affift'me.  But,  as  all  the  refponfibility  muft  alight 
on  me,  it  is  no  more  than  reaforiable,  that  I  fhould 
have  an  abfolute  power  to  accept  of,  or  to  refufe, 
whatever  aid  is  offered  me ;  and  that  this  may  be 
exercifed  unfettered  by  the  fear  of  giving  offence,  I 
think  proper  to  notify,  that  I  wifh  to  receive  no  com 
munications  (except  from  diftant  correfpondents), 
that  are  not  depofited  in  the  letter-box,  which  I  have 
for  this  purpofe  placed  in  the  window  of  my  ihop, 
and  which  will  be  kept  open  till  ten  o'clock  in  the 
evening.  Gentlemen  at  a  diftance,  who  think  my 
undertaking  worthy  of  their  aid,  will  pleafe  to  direcl 
their  letters  to  me,  poll  paid  ;  and  I  take  this  op 
portunity  of  requesting  all  my  correfpondents  in  the 
United  States,  whether  they  write  on  their  bufinefs 
or  mine,  to  pay  the  poftage  and  place  it  to  my  ac 
count.  This  is  a  regulation  I  have  been  obliged  to 
adopt,  to  difappoint  certain  democratic  blackguards, 
who,  to  gratify  their  impotent  malice,  and  put  me  to 
expenfe,  fend  me  loving  epiftles,  full  of  curies  and 
bawdry. 

It  will  naturally  be  expecled,  that  a  paper  pub- 
lifhed  in  five  weeks  from  the  day  of  its  being  pro- 
pofed,  muft,  for  a  time,  exhibit  a  want  of  early 
pofleffion  of  intelligence  to  be  derived  from  corre 
fpondents  in  foreign  countries  ;  but,  I  truft,  tjiis 
will  not  long  be  vifible,  as  I  have  taken  meafures, 
which  I  doubt  not  will  prove  efficacious,  for  a 
regular  fupply  of  papers  from  every  port  of  confe- 
quence  in  Great  Britain,  France,  and  Ireland,  and 
in  the  Wed  Indies.  In  the  mean  time,  I  fhali 
be  extremely  obliged  to  any  gentlemen  for  the 
life  of  papers  of  recent  date,  or  for  important 
news  of  any  kind,  in  whatever  way  it  may  eome  to 
hand. 

Befides  the  ufaal  fource  of  foreign  intelligence, 
the  public  papers,  it  is  my  intention  to  give  extracls 
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from  all  the  good  political  pamphlets,  published  in 
London  ;  from  which  a  much  better  idea  of  the  real 
fituation  of  affairs  is  generally  to  he  gathered,  than 
from  the  promiscuous  mifcellany  of  a  newfpaper.  I 
I  will  not  promiie  to  publifh  tranilations  from  French 
pampHets ;  becaufe  fuch  is  the  "  unre (trained  li 
berty  of  the  prefs"  among  that  free  and  enlightened 
people,  £hat  I  much  fear  no  political  pamphlets  are 
publifhed.  One  thing  I  will  promife,  however,  and 
that  is,  to  fpare  neither  pains  nor  coil  to  come  at 
the  exact  irate  of  flavery,  and  its  confequent  mifery, 
that  the  people  of  that  once  happy  country  are  now 
groaning  under.  Not  that  I  would  by  any  means 
undertake,  with  the  beft  poflible  information,  to 
give  a  full  account  of  the  feven  hundred  and  five 
harlequin  tyrants  and  all  the  devil's  tricks  they  have 
played  and  are  playing;  but  I  think  it  would  be 
extremely  ufeful,  at  this  time,  to  place  the  lituation 
of  France  in  a  true  light :  one  fuch  example  is  better 
than  all  the  precepts  in  the  world. 

The  price  of  Advertifements  will,  of  courfe,  be 
According  to  the  propofed  conditions,  and,  in  this 
line,  I  think,  "  Porcupine's  Gazette"  need  not  fear 
a  rival.  The  fubfcribers  already  amount  to  more 
than  a  thoufand,  not  including  fome  hundreds 
whofe  names  have  not  yet  reached  me.  This  paper 
has  more  fubfcribers  at  Baltimore,  New-York,  and 
at  almotf  every  town  of  note  along  the  great  poit 
road,  than  any  two  other  papers  publifhed  in  Phi 
ladelphia. 

The  laft  paragraph  may,  by  fome,  be  conftrued 
into  a  boafl  ;  but  when  a  man  declares  what  it  is 
his  interefl  to  declare,  and  does  not  depart  from  the 
truth,  no  one  can  juilly  accufe  him  either  of  vanity 
or  deception.  Such  a  declaration  does  not  referable 
thofe  public  thankfgivings  (of  which  we  have  lately 
u-en  fo  many)  for  hundreds  of  fubfcribers  never  ob- 
tained,,  and  a  "  liberal  proportion  of  adverttfing 
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favours,"  never  received.     This  is  fingmg  Te  Deum 
after  a  defeat,  or  after  a  fevere  repulie  at  learh 

After  acknowledging  the  encouragement  I  have 
received,  I  fhould  not  conclude,  perhaps,  without 
thanking  my  fubfcribers ;  but  I  truft  they  will  give 
my  filence  on  this  fubje6t  the  proper  interpretation. 
I  never  was  mailer  of  the  God-blcfs-your-honour 
ftyle  ;  and  as  I  have  at  this  time  promifed  to  lend  rny 
feeble  fupport  to  a  good  caufe,  I  imagine  that  a 
punctual  adherence  to  that  promiie  is  the  heft  and 
moft  unequivocal  mode  of  expreffing  my  gratitude  to 
thofc  who  have  favoured  my  undertaking. 

To  FRANKLJN  BACHE,  Editor  of  the  Aurora. 

SIR, 

Your  vehicle  of  lies  and  fedition,  of  Saturday  laft, 
contained  the  following  paragraph  : 

"  From  a  Correfpondent. — Speech  of  Peter  Porcupine. 

"  In  converfation  a  few  days  ago  the  Britifh  cor- 
"  poral  declared,  '  that  he  never  would  forgive  the 
"  Americans  for  their  rebellion  againft  their  king, 
*c  and  that  he  never  would  reft  until  they  were  re- 
"  duced  to  their  former  obedience.'  If  the  fellow, 
f(  whofe  back  ftill  exhibits  the  marks  of  his  former 
"  virtue,  fhould  dare  to  deny  this,  it  can  be  fub- 
"  ftantiated  by  undoubted  evidence.  After  this 
sf  fpeech  it  may  be  well  to  repeat,  that  Peter  Porcu- 
<e  pine  is  confidered  the  champion  of  the  fede- 
"  ralifts!  !  !" 

Now,  pray,  is  this  of  your  manufa6lure,  or  is  it 
really  from  a  correfpondent  ?  If  you  own  it  for 
yours,  I  afTert  that  you  are  a  liar,  and  an  infamous 
fcoundrel :  if  you  do  not,  your  correfpondent  has 
my  free  leave  to  take  thofe  appellations  to  himfelf. 

Having  thus  fettled  the  point  of  courtefy,  give  me 
leare  to  alk  you,  my  fvveet  ileepy-eyed  Hr,  what  end 
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you  could  pro pofe  to  yourfelf  in  publifhing  not  only 
what  you  knew  to  be  a  falfehood,  but  wbat  you 
mufr,  if  you  are  not  quite  an  idiot,  perceive  every 
one  elfe  would  look  upon  as  fuch  ?  Do  you  dread 
the  effects  of  my  paper  ;  and  do  you  imagine  that  a 
poor  miferably  conftructed  falfehood  of  your  pub- 
lifhing  will  tend  to  obftrucl:  its  fuccefs  ?  If  you  do, 
you  are  egregiouily  miftaken.  Not  all  that  you  and 
your  correspondents  can  lay,  not  all  the  reports  of 
your  fpies,  nor  all  the  affignats  of  your  Gallic 
friends,  difpofed  of  in  bribes,  will  ever  be  able  to 
rob  me  of  a  fingle  fubfcriber. 

But,  I  cannot  for  my  life  fee,  why  you  fhould 
wrangle  with  me.  "  Two  of  a  trade  can  never 
agree. "  Very  true  ;  but  I  hope  in  God  my  trade  is 
very  different  from  yours.  We  are,  to  be  fure, 
both  of  us  news-mongers  by  profeffion  ?  but  then, 
the  articles  that  you  have  for  fale  are  very  different 
from  mine.  Belides,  you  fell  yours  wholefale  ;  a 
line  which  I  fhall  be  many  years  before  I  arrive  at. 
Your  exportation  bufinefs,  too,  is  a  branch  that  I  am 
fure  I  never  fhall  interfere  with ;  and  as  to  the  give 
away  trade  *,  which  forms  no  contemptible  portion 
of  your  commerce  (and  perhaps  none  of  the  lea  ft 
profitable),  you  may,  for  me>  have  the  exclufive  en 
joyment  of  it  for  life.  No  one  fhall  have  my  paper 
that  does  not  pay  for  it. 


*  Bache  was  paid  by  the  three  fucceffive  French  Ambafladors, 
Genet,  Fauchet,  and  Adet,  for  100  of  each  number  of  his  gazette, 
which  were  fent  to  Europe,  and  for  300  more,  which  were  dif- 
tributed  amongft  the  people  gratis.  The  newspapers  are  not,  in 
America,  purchafed  in  quantities,  and  diftributed  to  the  readers,  by 
neivfmen.  There  are  no  perfpns  of  this  defcription  in  that  country. 
The  proprietor  diftributes  all  his  papers  by  the  affiftance  of  car 
riers,  who,  in  going  through  the  ilreets,  can  eaiily  fcatter  their 
papers  amongft  the  people,  unjx-rceived.  The  French  agents  have 
availed  themielves  of  this  circumftance,  and  have  never  failed,  on 
any  important  occafion,  of  propagating  amongft  the  people  thofe 
•pinions  which  they  wifhed  toke  adopted. 
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Why  then>  in  the  name  of  all  that  is  rafcally  and 
corrupt,  cannot  you  let  me  alone  ?  1  tell  you  what, 
Mr.  Bache,  you  will  get  nothing  by  me  in  a  war  of 
words  ;  and  fo  you  may  as  well  ahandon  the  contelt 
while  yon  can  do  it  with  a  good  grace.  J  do  not 
wifli  (and  I  call  on  the  public  to  remember  what  I 
fay),  I  do  not  wifli  to  fill  my  paper  with  perfonai 
fatire  and  abufe  ;  but  I  will  not  be  inful ted  with 
impunity  ;  and  particularly  by  you.  I  have  not 
forgotten  your  pointing  out  the  propriety  of  defcrib- 
ing  my  perfon,  and  hinting  at  the  lame  time  the  dark 
purpoie  of  fo  doing  :  I  have  not  forgotten,  that 
while  a  mob  of  vile  infamous  pamphleteers  were 
barking  round  me,  the  grandfon  of  old  Franklin 
publiihed  a  paragraph  letting  forth  the  juftice  of 
cutting  my  throat.  You  thought  they  had  laid  me 
fprawling,  and,  like  a  bafe  cur,  came  to  have  your 
fnap  among  the  reft.  I  have  not  forgotten  all  this  ; 
but  I  fee  no  neceffity  for  tearing  the  public  with  a 
repetition  of  it ;  and  for  the  fame  reafon  I  wifh  to 
avoid  all  perfonality  whatever.  Our  readers,  and 
efpecially  thofe  of  this  city,  know  already  every 
thing  that  is  worth  knowing  about  you  and  me.  No 
thing  that  we  can  fay  will  alter  their  opinions  of  us  ; 
and  as  for  altering  our  opinions  of  one  another,  that 
is  a  thing  not  to  be  thought  of.  I  am  getting  up  in 
the  world,  and  you  are  going  down  ;  for  this  reafon 
it  is  that  you  hate  me,  and  that  I  defpife  you  ;  and 
that  you  will  preferve  your  hatred  and  I  my  con 
tempt,  till  fortune  gives  her  wheel  another  turn, 
or  till  death  fnatches  one  or  the  other  of  us  from  the 
fcene. 

It  is  therefore  ufelefs,  my  dear  Bache,  to  fay  any 
more  about  the  matter.  Why  fhould  we  keep  buf- 
fetting  and  fpurring  at  each  other  ?  Why  fhould  we 
rend  and  tear  our  poor  reputations  to  pieces,  merely 
for  the  diverlion  of  the  fpeclators  ?  A  great  number 
of  perfons,  rather  lovers  of  fun  than  of  decency,  have 
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already  pitted  us,  and  are  prepared  to  enjoy  the 
combat.  Let  us  difappoint  them  ;  let  us  walk  about 
arm  in  arm  :  many  a  couple,  even  of  different  fex, 
do  this,  and  at  the  fame  time  like  one  another  no 
better  than  we  do. 

Your  pride  may,  indeed,  reject  the  fociety  of  a 
Britilh  corporal,  as  you  very  juftly  flyle  me;  but, 
my  dear  Sir,  whatever  we  have  been,  we  are  now 
both  of  the  fame  honeft  calling.  Nobody  looks 
upon  you  as  the  grandibn  of  a  philofopher  and  an 
ambaifador.  People  call  you  (they  do  indeed)  Ben 
Bache  the  newfman;  nothing  more  I  allure  you. 
And,  as  they  have  no  regard  to  your  illuftrious  de- 
fcent,  fo  you  may  be  fare  they  will  not  long  rememr 
ber  the  meannefs  of  mine. 

Once  more,  then,  I  fay,  let  us  be  friends.  You 
will  profit  from  my  converfation.  I  lhall  convince 
you,  as  well  by  precept  as  example,  that  it  is  a  folly 
for  a  man  to  print  papers  and  throw  them  about  the 
itreets. 

As  I  began  this  letter  without  ceremony,  fo  I  fhall 
end  it. 

P.  PORCUPINE. 

Britlfli  Commerce  and  Finances  — Among  all  the 
fources  of  public  deception,  none  has  been  oftener 
reforted  to3  by  the  papers  in  the  pay  of  France,  than 
the  ruined  commerce  and  exhaufted  finances  of  Bri 
tain.  I  do  not  know  how  it  has  happened,  but  they 
certainly  have  fucceeded  in  perfuading  a  coniiderable 
portion  of  the  people^,  that  England  mufl  link  under 
the  burden  of  the  prefent  contelt,  merely  for  want  of 
the  means  of  fupporting  it.  They  have,  againft 
reafon,  and  ocular  demonflration,  contrived  to  pro 
pagate  this  opinion,  till  it  begins  to  be  looked  upon 
as  a  fort  of  political  herefy  to  dilbelieve  their  re 
ports.  Yet  not  with  (landing  all  this,  their  reports 
on  this  fubjecl  are,  and  ever  have  been,  fraught  with 
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mlfreprefentation,  and  fometimes  with  abfolute  falfe- 
hood. 

I  thai!  not  flop  here  to  inquire,  how  it  comes  to 
pafs,  that  the  commerce  and  finances  of  Britain  arc 
looked  upon  as  fubjecls  of  fuch  importance  here  as 
to  be  worth  mifreprefentation  ;  it  is  fufficient  to  me 
that  it  is  fo  ;  and  whatever  is  worth  mifreprefenting, 
is  worthy  of  being  placed  in  a  true  light. 

The  Marquis  of  Lanfdown,  whofe  fingers  itch  to 
be  playing  with  the  guineas  in  the  Englilh  Exche 
quer,  brought  forward  fome  time  ago  a  firing  of  refo- 
iutions  (nearly  as  long  as  that  of  Citizen  Madifon,  of 
irkfome  memory),  by  which  the  Lords  were  to  make 
a  public  confeffion  of  the  wretched  ftate  to  which,  by 
their  own  imbecility,  they  had  fuffered  the  king's 
minifters  to  reduce  the  nation,  and  concluded  his 
penitential  propofitions  with  the  following  exhorta 
tion  : 

6C  In  a  fituation  fo  alarming,  and  fb  manifeftly 
* c  tending  to  deftroy  the  confidence  of  the  people  in 
"  parliament,  which  (as  every  reflecting  man  muff 
"  have  with  deep  concern  obferved)  has  for  forneyears 
*  paft  been  rapidly  on  the  decline  ;  it  behoves  par- 
46  liament,  by  a  timely  revival  of  its  ancient  energy 

45  and  integrity,  to  convince  the  people  that  their 
4(  conftitutional  guardians  are  awake  to  the  common 

46  danger,  and  are  determined  to  come  forward  with 
41  fuch  firm  meafurcs  of  public  order  and  reform,  as 
"  will  effectually  relieve  the  fubjecl,  and  remedy 
"  evils  which,  if  ftill  fuffered  to  accumulate,    will 
4C  be  paft  all  remedy,  and  muft  inevitably  terminate 
*c  in  public  confufion." 

On  this  a  debate  enfued,  during  the  courfe  of 
which  Lord  Auckland  went  into  a  full  and  complete 
examination  of  the  fubject,  concluding  a  fpeech 
of  great  length  with  the  following  condolatory  re 
marks  : 

"  I  (hall, 
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ec  I  fhall,  my  Lords,  clofe  this  comparative  account 
"  by  a  finking  and  important  ftatement. 
"  Amount  of  revenue  (including  the 
44  land  and  malt)  below    the  com-    ^. 
"  puted    expenditure  on    a  peace 
"  eflablifhment  of  fifteen  millions, 
"  1783,  £.2,000,000 

"  Ditto  above  the  computed  expendi- 
66  ture  on  a  iimilar  peace  eitabliih- 
"  ment,    with  the  addition  of  in- 
ec  creafed  charges  for  the  debt  in- 
*e  curred  by  the  prefent  war,  1 795,  £.3,400,000 
a  If  we  compare  the  excefs  of  1795  (£.3,400,000) 
with  the  deficiency  of  1783   (£.  2,000,000),  the  dif 
ference  of  the  revenue  in  favour  of  the  latter  period 
will  be  £.1,400,000. 

"  Your  Lordihips  cannot  fail  to  have  remarked 
that  all  thefe  objects  converge  in  a  remarkable  man 
ner  towards  the  fame  conclufion;  and  that  coinci 
dence  is  an  irregular  proof  that  they  all  fpring  from 
the  lame  fource,  -the  real  profperity  of  the  country. 
If  there  is  any  inaccuracy  in  my  iiatements,  I  am 
pcrfuaded  it  is  inconfiderable,  and  certainly  it  is  not 
intentional. 

"  Facls,  fuch  as  thefe,  my  Lords,  greatly  out 
weigh  all  the  declamations  that  the  genius  and  elo* 
quence  of  mankind  can  produce.  I  fhall  leave  them 
therefore  without  comment;  they  fufficiently  en 
force  themfelves.  They  are  unequivocal  proofs  of 
the  refources  of  the  kingdom ;  no  man  can  loofe 
with  an  unprejudiced  eye  at  fuch  ftaternents,  and 
not  perceive  that  this  country  has  increafed  in  pro 
fperity  even  under  the  prefTure  of  the  war. 

"  To  what,  under  the  protection  anrl  favour  of 
Divine  Providence,  fhall  fuch  profperity  be  afcribed?. 
To  our  naval  fuperiority  and  fucceifes  ;  to  our  con- 
quefls  in  the  Eaft  and  Weft  Indies ;  to  the  acqurfi- 
tion  of  new  markets ;  to  the  cntcrprifing  fpirit  of  our 

merchants; 
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merchants;  to  the  improvements  of  our  manufac 
tures  ;  to  the  energy  of  our  countrymen  in  arts  and 
in  arms  ;  to  the  union  of  liberty  with  law ;  to  the 
national  character  cherifhed  by,  and  cherifhing,  the 
principles  of  our  inimitable  confiitution  ;  that  con- 
ilitution,  which  it  has  been  the  object  of  our  enemies 
to  deftroy,  by  means  and  efforts  utterly  deflructive 
to  themfelves ;  that  confiitution  which  is  the  great 
purpofe  of  our  flruggles,  in  that  juit  and  neceffary 
war,  to  preferve  a'nd  to  maintain." 

This  day  Mr.  John  Adams  entered  on  his  func 
tions,  as  Prelident,  and  Mr.  JefTerfon  on  his  as 
Vice  Prefidcnt,  of  the  United  States  of  America* 

The  ceremony  of  inflalment  took  place  at  twelve 
o'clock,  in  the  Houfe  of  Representatives,  in  prefence 
of  the  members  of  that  Houfe  and  of  the  Senators. 

Citizen  Adet. — It  is  laid  that  this  fufpended  minif- 
ter  is  actually  preparing  to  leave  us.  Whether  he 
is  to  be  fucceeded  by  fome  other  graduate  from  the 
fchool  of  infurreclion,  is  not  yet  afcertained;  but 
there  is  every  reafon  to  fuppofe  that  his  poft  will  not 
Jong  remain  vacant. 

Mr.  Vans  Murray,  a  member  of  the  Federal  Honfe 
of  Reprefentatives,  from  the  State  of  Maryland,  is 
appointed  Minifler  Plenipotentiary  from  the  United 
States  to  the  Republic  of  Holland. 

Stock — Six  per  cent  -         i  jf 

Three  per  cent.                 -»  -     lof 

4  1-2  per  cent.  — 

5  1-2  per  cent.  -         -     — . 
Deferred  fix  per  cent.          v*  12/3 
Bank  of  the  United  States,  -     161-2  per  cent. 
*'              « —  Pennfylvania,  -     20             do. 

* North  America,       45  do. 

Infurance 
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Infurance  Comp.  N.  A   fhares,    35  per  cent. 
» Pennfylvania,         4  per  cent. 

Courfe  of  Exchange — On  London,  at  30  days,  par 

• at  60  days,  -  65 

at  90  days,  -        62   1-2 


Amfierdam,  60  days,  per  guilder,  -         4.0 
5o  days,              -  ^      -         -         42 

MONDAY,  6th  MARCH. 

Philadelphia — Saturday  morning,  [the  Senate  of 
the  United  States,  being  convened  in  their  chamber, 
on  the  call  of  the  late  Prefident,  Thomas  Jefferfon 
was  fworn  in  as  Vice  Prefident  of  the  United  States, 
and  Prefident  of  the  Senate.  He  addreiled  them 
in  the  following  extempore  fpeech : 

"  Gentlemen  of  the  Senate, 

"  Entering  on  the  duties  of  the  office  to  which 
I  am  called,  I  feel  it  incumbent  on  me  to  apologize 
to  this  honourable  Houfe,  for  the  inefficient  man 
ner  in  which  I  fear  they  may  be  difcharged.  At  an 
earlier  period  of  my  life,  and  through  fome  confider- 
able  portion  of  it,  I  have  been  a  member  of  legifla- 
tive  bodies  ;  and  not  altogether  inattentive  to  the 
forms  of  their  proceedings.  But  much  time  has 
elapfed  ;  fince  that,  other  duties  have  occupied  my 
mind ;  in  a  great  degree  it  has  loft  its  familiarity 
with  this  fubject.  I  fear  that  the  Houfe  will  have 
bnt  too  frequent  occafion  to  perceive  the  truth  of 
this  acknowledgment. — If  a  diligent  attention,  how 
ever,  will  enable  me  to  fulfil  the  functions  now  af- 
iigncd  me,  I  may  promife  that  diligence  and  atten 
tion  fhall  be  fedulcufly  employed.  For  one  portion 
of  my  duty  I  will  engage  with  more  confidence, 
becaufe  it  will  depend  on  my  will,  not  on  my 
capacity. 

"  The  rules  winch  are  to  govern  the  proceedings 
2,  of 
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of  this  Honfe,  fo  far  as  they  (hall  depend  on  me  for 
their  application,  fnall  he  applied  with  the  rnoft  ri 
gorous  and  inflexible  impartiality,  regarding  neither 
perfons,  their  views  nor  principles,  and  feeing  only 
the  abftracl  proportion  fubjccl  to  my  deciiion.  If, 
in  forming  that  opinion,  I  concur  with  fome  and 
differ  from  others,  as  mufl  of  neeeflity  happen,  I 
ihall  rely  on  the  liberality  and  candour  of  thole  from 
\vhorn  I  differ,  to  believe  that  I  do  it  on  pure  mo 
tives.  1  might  here  proceed,  and  with  the  grealeft 
truth  to  declare,  my  zealous  attachment  to  the  Con-- 
ftitution  of  the  United  States,  that  I  confide  r  the 
union  of  thefe  dates  as  the  firfl  of  bleffings,  and  as 
the  firfl  of  duties,  the  prefervation  of  that  Conftitu- 
tion  which  lecures  it  ;  but  I  fuppofe  thefe  declara 
tions  not  pertinent  to  the  occalion  of  entering  into 
an  office  whofe  primary  bufinefs  is  merely  to  prefide 
over  the  forms  of  this  Houfe  :  and  no  one  more  fin- 
cerely  prays,  that  no  accident  may  call  me  to  the 
higher  and  more  important  functions  which  the  Con- 
ilitution  eventually  devolves  on  this  office.  Thefe 
have  been  juftly  confided  to  the  eminent  chara6ter 
which  has  preceded  me  here,  whofe  talents  and  in 
tegrity  have  been  known  and  revered  by  me  through 
a  long  courfe  of  years,  and  have  been  the  foundation 
of  a  cordial  and  uninterrupted  friendfhip  between 
us ;  and  t  devoutly  pray  he  may  be  long  preferved 
for  the  government,  the  happinefs,  and  profperity 
of  our  common  country*." 

"  Soon 


*  A  declaration  more  falfe  and  hypocritical  than  this,  never 
difgraced  a  public  aflembly.  Not  only  had  Jefferlon  been  the  rival 
candidate  of  Adams,  not  only  had  he  ieen  every  bale  and  wicked  art 
made  ufe  of  to  degrade  and  difappoint  his  opponent,  but  it  was 
notorious,  that  he  himfelf  had  written  feveral  moft  artful  and  in 
famous  libels  agamft  the  man  whom  he  here  pretends  to  love  and 
refpecl,  and  for  whofe  life,  health,  and  continuance  in  office  he 
affefts  to  pray  !  The  fable  of  ihe  Fox  and  the  Grapes  is  bflt  too 

frequently 
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cf  Soon  after,  the  Senate  removed  to  the  Cham 
ber  of  the  Houfe  of  Reprefentatives. 

"  At  an  early  hour,  a  great  number  of  citizens 
had  affembled  round  Congrefs  Hall,  to  witnefs  the 
retirement  of  our  late  worthy  Prefident  Wafhing- 
ton  from  public  life  :  the  conconrfe  increaicd  to 
fuch  a  degree  as  to  fill  the  fireet,  arid  when  the  gal 
lery  doors  were  thrown  open,  the  Houfe  was  iud- 
denly  filled  up  to  overflowing.  The  ladies  added 
to  the  dignity  of  the  fcene,  numbers  of  them  were 
feated  in  the  chairs  of  the  Reprefentatives,  and 
others  were  accommodated  with  feats  on  the  floor  of 
the  Houfe. 

"  A  few  minutes  after,  the  Senate  arrived,  pre 
ceded  by  their  Prefident ;  George  Walhington  en 
tered,  but  before  he  had  advanced  half  way  acrofs 
the  floor,  a  burfl  of  applaule  broke  forth  from  every 
quarter  of  the  Houfe — on  the  entrance  of  John 
Adams  like  marks  of  approbation  were  exprefifed." 

The  Chief  Juflice  of  the  United  States,  Oliver 
Elfvvorth,  together  with  Judges  Cufhing,  Wilfon, 
and  Jredell,  were  feated  at  a  table  in  front  of  the 
elevated  feat ;  John  Adams  then  took  his  oath  of 
office,  as  Prefident  of  the  United  States,  and  deli 
vered  the  following  fpeech  : 

"  When  it  was  firft  perceived,  in  early  times,  that 
no  middle  courfe  for  America  remained,  between 
unlimited  fubmiffion  to  a  foreign  legiflature,  and  a 
total  independence  of  its  claims  ;  men  of  reflection 
were  lets  apprehenfive  of  danger,  from  the  formida 
ble  power  of  fleets  and  armies,  they  mufl  determine 
to  refill,  than  from  thofe  contefts  and  diffenfions, 
which  would  certainly  arife,  concerning  the  forms  of 


frequently  found  applicable  to  the  conduct  of  public  men  ;  but, 
for  a  man  to  put  up  a  petition  to  Heaven  that  he  may  long  be  kept 
from  the  pott  for  which  he  has  been  a  candidate,  is  a  (ketch  of 
bypocriiy  unexampled  even  amongtt  republican  patriots. 

government 
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government  to  be  inftituted,  over  the  whole  and 
over  the  parts  of  this  extenlive  country.  Relying, 
however,  on  the  purity  of  their  intentions,  the  juf- 
tice  of  their  caufe,  and  the  integrity  and  intelligence 
of  the  people  under  an  over-ruling  Providence, 
which  had  folignally  protected  this  country  from  the 
jfirft,  the  Reprefentatives  of  this  nation,  then  con- 
lifting  of  little  more  than  half  its  prefent  numbers, 
not  only  broke  to  pieces  the  chains  which  were 
forging,  and  the  rod  of  iron  that  was  lifted  up,  but 
frankly  cut  afunder  the  ties  which  had  bound  them, 
and  launched  into  an  ocean  of  uncertainty. 

((  The  zeal  and  ardour  of  the  people,  during  the 
revolutionary  war,  fupplying  the  place  of  govern 
ment,  commanded  a  degree  of  order,  fufficient  at 
leaft  for  the  temporary  prcfervation  of  fociety. — The 
confederation,  which  was  early  felt  to  be  necefHiry, 
was  prepared  from  the  models  of  the  Batavian  and 
Helvetic  confederacies,  the  only  examples  which  re 
main  with  any  detail  and  precifion,  in  hittory,  and 
certainly  the  only  ones,  which  the  people  at  large 
had  ever  conlidered.  But  reflecting  on  the  striking 
difference,  in  fo  many  particulars,  between  this 
country  and  thofe  where  a  courier  may  go  from  the 
feat  of  government  to  the  frontier  in  a  {ingle  day,  it 
was  then  certainly  forefeen  by  fome  who  affiited  in 
Congrefs  at  the  formation  of  it,  that  it  could  not  be 
durable. 

"  Negligence  of  its  regulations,  inattention  to  its 
recommendations,  if  not  dilbbedience  to  its  autho 
rity,  not  only  in  individuals  but  in  States,  foon  ap 
peared  with  their  melancholy  confequences— univer- 
fal  languor,  jealoufies  arid  rivalries  of  States ;  de 
cline  of  navigation  and  commerce ;  difcouragement 
of  neceffary  manufactures ;  univerfal  fall  in  the 
value  of  lands  and  their  produce  ;  contempt  of  pub 
lic  and  private  faith  ;  lofs  of  conn"  deration  and 
credit  with  foreign  nations  ;  and  at  length  in  dif- 

VOL.  v.  c  contents, 
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contents,  animofities,  combinations,  partial  con- 
rentions,  and  infurrections,  threatening  fome  great 
national  calamity. 

u  In  this  dangerous  crifis,  the  people  of  America 
were  not  abandoned  by  their  ufual  good  ienfe,  pre- 
fence  of  mind,  refolution,  or  integrity.  Meafures 
were  purfued  to  concert  a  plan,  to  form  a  more  per- 
feel:  union,  eltablifh  juflice,  enfure  domeftic  tran 
quillity,  provide  for  the  common  defence,  promote 
ihe  general  welfare,  and  fecure  the  bleffings  of  li 
berty.  The  public  difquifitions,  difcuflions,  and 
deliberations,  ifTued  in  the  prefent  happy  Conftitution 
of  Government. 

"  Employed  in  the  fervice  of  my  country  abroad 
during  the  whole  courfe  of  thefe  tranfactions,  I  firfl 
faw  the  Conilitution  of  the  United  States  in  a  foreign 
country.  Irritated  by  DO  literary  altercations,  ani 
mated  by  no  public  debate,  heated  by  no  party  ani- 
molity,  I  read  it  with  great  fatisfaclion,  as  a  refult 
of  good  heads,  prompted  by  good  hearts ;  as  an  ex 
periment  better  adapted  to  the  genius,  character, 
iituation  and  relations  of  this  nation  and  country, 
than  any  which  had  ever  been  propofed  or  fuggeftecL 
In  its  general  principles  and  great  outlines,  it  wa3 
conformable  to  fuch  a  fyftem  of  government  as  I 
had  ever  moft  efteemed,  and  in  fome  States,  my  own 
native  State  in  particular,  had  contributed  to  efla- 
blifh.  Claiming  a  right  of  fuffrage,  in  common 
with  my  fellow-citizens,  in  the  adoption  or  rejection 
of  a  Conftitution  which  was  to  rule  me  and  my  pof- 
tcrity,  as  well  as  them  and  theirs,  I  did  not  heiitate 
to  exprefs  my  approbation  of  it  on  all  occairons  in 
public  and  in  private.  It  was  not  then,  nor  has  been 
fence,  any  objection  to  it,  in  my  mind,  that  the 
Executive  and  Senate  were  not  more  permanent. — • 
Nor  have  I  ever  entertained  a  thought  of  promoting 
any  alteration  in  it,  but  fuch  as  the  people  them- 
felves,  in  the  courfe  of  their  experience,  Ihould  fee 

and 
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sind  feel  fo  be  necelTary  or  expedient,  and  by  tbeir 
Reprefentatives  in  Congr^fs  and  the  State  Legifla- 
tures,  according  to  the  Conftitution  itfelf,  to  adopt 
and  ordain. 

"  Returning  to  the  bofom  of  my  country,  after  a 
painful  feparation  from  it  tor  ten  years,  I  had  the 
honour  to  be  eledled  to  a  {ration  under  the  new  order 
of  things,  and  I  have  repeatedly  laid  myfelf  under 
trie  rnoft  ferious  obligations  to  fupport  the  Conftitu- 
tiori.  The  operation  of  it  has  equalled  the  moft 
fanguine  expectation  of  its  friends  :  and  from  an  ha 
bitual  attention  to  it,  fatisfaclion  in  its  adminiflra- 
tion  and  delight  in  itseffe&s,  upon  the  peace,  order, 
profperity  and  happinefs  of  the  nation,  I  have  ac 
quired  an  habitual  attachment  to  it  and  veneration 
for  it. 

"  What  other  form  of  government  indeed  can  fo 
well  defer ve  our  efteem  and  love  ? 

"  There  may  be  little  folidity  in  an  ancient  idea> 
that  congregations  of  men  into  cities  and  nations, 
are  the  moft  plea  ling  objects  in  the  fight  of  fuperior 
intelligences;  but  this  is  very  certain,  that  to  a  be* 
nevolent  humane  mind,  there  can  be  no  fpedlacle 
prefented  by  any  nation,  more  pleaiing,  more  noble, 
majeftic,  or  auguft,  than  an  aflembly,  like  that 
which  has  fo  often  been  feen  in  this  and  the  other 
chamber  of  Congrcfs,  of  a  government,  in  which 
the  executive  authority,  as  well  as  that  of  all  the 
branches  of  the  Legiflature,  are  exercifed  by  citizens 
felecled,  at  regular  periods,  by  their  neighbours,  to 
make  and  execute  laws  for  the  general  good.  Can 
any  thing  effential,  any  thing  more  than  mere  orna^ 
fnent  and  decoration,  be  added  to  this  by  robes  of 
diamonds  ?  Can  authority  be  more  amiable  or  re- 
fpeclable,  when  it  defcends  from  accidents,  or  in- 
ilitutions  eftablifhed  in  remote  antiquity,  than  when 
it  fprings  frefh  from  the  hearts  and  judgroentsof  an  ho- 
and  enlightened  people,  ?  For  it  is  the  people  only 
c  a  ^  that 
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that  are  reprefented :  it  is  their  power  and  majefty 
that  is  reflected,  and  only  for  their  good,  in  every 
legitimate  government,  under  whatever  form  it  may 
appear.  The  exigence  of  fuch  a  government  as 
ours  for  any  length  of  time,  is  a  full  proof  of  a  ge 
neral  diffemination  of  knowledge  and  virtue  through 
out  the  whole  body  of  the  people.  And  what  pb- 
jecl;  or  coniideration  more  pleafing  than  this  can  be 
prefented  to  the  human  mind  ?  If  national  pride  is 
ever  jufliflable  or  excufable,  it  is  when  it  fprings, 
not  from  power  or  riches,  grandeur  or  glory,  but 
from  conviction  of  national  innocence,  information, 
and  benevolence. 

"  In  the  midft  of  thefe  pleafing  ideas,  we  fhould 
be  unfaithful  to  ourfelves,  if  we  fhould  ever  Ipfe 
light  of  the  danger  to  our  liberties,  if  any  thing 
partial  or  extraneous  ihould  infecl:  the  purity  of  our 
free,  fair,  virtuous  and  independent  elections. — - 
If  an  election  is  to  be  determined  by  a  majority  of 
a  iingle  vote,  and  that  can  be  procured  by  a  party, 
through  artifice  or  corruption,  the  government  may 
be  the  choice  of  a  party  for  its  own  ends,  not  of  the 
nation,  for  the  national  good.  If  that  folitary  fuf- 
frage  can  be  obtained  by  foreign  nations  by  flattery 
or  menaces,  by  fraud  or  violence,  by  terror,  intrigue, 
or  venality,  the  government  may  not  be  the  choice 
of  the  American  people,  but  of  foreign  nations.  It 
may  be  foreign  nations  who  govern  us,  and  not  we 
the  people  who  govern  ourfelves.  And  candid  men 
will  acknowledge,  that,  in  fuch  cafes,  choice  Ihould 
have  little  advantage  to  boaft  of,  over  lot  or  chance. 

"  Such  is  the  amiable  and  interefting  fyftem  of 
government  (and  fuch  are  fome  of  the  abufes  to 
which  it  may  be  expofed)  which  the  people  of  Ame 
rica  ha^e  exhibited  to  the  admiration  and  anxiety  of 
the  wife  and  virtuous  of  all  nations,  for  eight  years, 
under  the  adminiflration  of  a  citizen,  who,  by  a 
long  courie  of  great  aclions,  regulated  by  prudence, 

juflice, 


MARCH,  1797.  21 

juftice,  temperance,  and  fortitude;  conducting  a 
people  infpired  with  the  fame  virtues,  and  animated 
with  the  fame  ardent  patriotifm  and  love  of  liberty, 
to  independence  and  peace,  to  increaling  wealth  and 
unexampled  profperity ;  has  merited  the  gratitude 
of  his  fellow-citizens,  commanded  the  higheft  praifes 
of  foreign  nations,  and  fecured  immortal  glory  with 
poflerity. 

"  In  that  retirement  which  is  his  voluntary  choice, 
may  he  long  live  to  enjoy  that  delicious  recollection 
of  his  lervices,  the  gratitude  of  mankind,  the  happy 
fruits  of  them  to  himfelf  and  the  world,  which  arc 
daily  increafing,  and  that  fplendid  profpe6t  of  the 
further  fortunes  of  his  country,  which  is  opening 
from  year  to  year.  His  name  may  be  flill  a  ram 
part;  and  the  knowledge  that  he  lives,  a  bulwark 
againft  all  open  or  fecret  enemies  of  his  country's 
peace. 

"  This  example  has  been  recommended  to  the 
imitation  of  his  fucceflbrs,  by  both  Houfes  of  Con- 
grefs,  and  by  the  voice  of  the  legiflatures  and  the 
people  throughout  the  nation. 

"  On  this  fuhjecl:  it  might  become  me  better  to  be 
filent,  or  to  fpeak  with  diffidence :  but  as  fomething 
may  be  expelled,  the  occaiion,  I  hope,  will  be  ad 
mitted  as  an  apology,  if  I  venture  to  fay,  that 

"  If  a  preference,  upon  principle,  of  a  free  repub 
lican  government,  formed  upon  long  and  ferious  re- 
fledtion,  after  a  diligent  and  impartial  inquiry  after 
truth ;  if  an  attachment  to  the  Conititution  of  the 
United  States,  and  a  confcientious  determination  to 
fupport  it,  until  it  ihall  be  altered  by  the  judgments 
and  wifhes  of  the  people,  exprefled  in  the  modepre- 
fcribed  in  it ;  if  a  refpectful  attention  to  the  con- 
flitutions  of  the  individual  States,  and  a  conftant 
caution  and  delicacy  towards  the  State  governments; 
if  an  equal  and  impartial  regard  to  the  rights,  in- 
terefbj  honour,  and  happinefs  of  all  the  States  of 

c  3  the 


ix  GAZETTE  SELECTIONS. 

the  Union,  without  preference  or  regard  to  a  north 
ern  or  fouthern,  an  eaftern  or  weftern  position/ 
their  various  political  opinions  on  unefiential  points, 
or  their  perfonal  attachments ;  if  a  love  of  virtuous 
men  of  all  parties  and  denominations ;  if  a  love  of 
fcience  and  letters,  and  a  wifh  to  patronize  every  ra 
tional  effort  to  encourage  fchools,  colleges,  univer* 
fities,  academies,  and  every  inftitution  for  propa 
gating  knowledge,  virtue,  and  religion  among  all 
clafTesof  the  people,  not  only  for  their  benign  influ 
ence  on  the  happinefs  of  life,  in  all  its  ftages  and 
claffes,  a^d  of  fociety  in  all  its  forms ;  but  as  the 
only  means  of  preferring  our  Cc-nlHtution  from 
its  natural  enemies,  the  fpirit  of  fophitiry,  the 
fpirit  of  party,  the  fpirit  of  intrigue,  the  pro 
fligacy  of  corruption,  and  the  peflilence  of  fo-r 
reign  influence,  which  is  the  angel  of  defiruclion 
to  elective  governments  ;  if  a  love  of  equal  laws,  of 
juftice  and  humanity,  in  the  interior  adminiitration; 
if  an  inclination  to  improve  agriculture,  commerce, 
and  manufactures,  for  neceffity,  convenience,  and 
defence ;  if  a  fpirit  of  equity  and  humanity  toward* 
the  aboriginal  nations  of  America,  and  a  difpolition 
to  meliorate  their  condition,  by  inclining  them  to 
be  more  friendly  to  us,  and  our  citizens  to 
be  more  friendly  to  them ;  if  an  inflexible  deter 
mination  to  maintain  peace  and  inviolable  faith 
with  all  nations,  and  that  fyftera  of  neutrality  and 
impartiality  toward  the  belligerent  powers  of  Europe, 
\vhich  has  been  adopted  by  this  government,  and  fo 
folemnly  fanclioned  by  both  Houfes  of  Congrefs, 
and  applauded  by  the  legiflatures  of  the  States  and 
the  public  opinion,  until  it  fhall  be  otherwife  or 
dained  by  Congrefs ;  if  a  perfonal  eiteem  for  thq 
French  na-ion,  formed  in  a  refidence  of  feven  years, 
chiefly  among  them,  and  a  lincere  defire  to  preferv^ 
the  fricndfhip  which  has  been  fo  much  for  the  ho- 
pour  and  intercjft  of  both  nations ;  if,  while  the. 
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confcious  honour  and  integrity  of  the  people  of 
America*,  ^nd  the  internal  ientimcnt  of  their  own 
powers  and  energies,  muft  be  preferved,  an  earned 
endeavour  to  inveftigate  every  juft  cauie  and  remove 
every  colourable  pretence  of  complaint ;  if  an  inten 
tion  to  purfue  by  amicable  negotiation,  a  repara 
tion  for  the  injuries  that  have,  been  committed  on 
the  commerce  of  our  fellow-citizens  by  whatever 
nation  ;  arid  if  fuccefs  cannot  be  obtained,  to  lay 
the  fadts  before  the  legiflature,  that  they  may  con- 
iider  what  further  mcafures  the  honour  and  intereft 
of  the  government  and  its  conftituents  demand  ;  if 
a  relblution  to  do  juiUce,  as  far  as  may  depend  upon 
me,  at  all  times  and  to  all  nations,  and  maintain 
peace,  friendihip,  and  benevolence  with  all  the 
world ;  if  an  unlhaken  confidence  in  the  honour, 
fpirit,  and  refources  of  the  American  people,  on 
which  I  have  fq  often  hazarded  my  all,  and  never 
been  deceived  ;  if  elevated  ideas  of  the  high  deftinies 
of  this  country,  and  of  my  own  duties  towards  it, 
founded  on  a  knowledge  of  the  moral  principles  and 
intelleclual  improvements  of  the  people,  deeply  en 
graven  on  my  mind  in  early  life,  and  not  obfcured 
but  exalted  by  experience  and  age :  and,  with 
humble  reverence,  1  feel  it  to  be  my  duty  to  add,  if  a 
veneration  for  the  religion  of  a  people,  who  profels 
and  call  themlelves  Chriitians,  and  fixed  refolution 
to  confider  a  decent  refpedi  for  Chriftianity  among 
the  bell:  recommendations  for  the  public  fervice ; 
can  enable  me,  in  any  degree,  to  comply  with  your 
wifhes,  it  fhall  be  my  ftrenuoqs  endeavour  that  this 
iagacious  injunction  of  the  two  Houfes  fhall  not  be 
without  effecl. 

"  With  the  great  example  before  me;  with  the 
fenfe  and  fpirit,  the  faith  and  honour,  the  duty  and 
intereft  of  the  fame  American  people,  pledged  to 
fupport  the  Conftitution  of  the  United  Stages,  I 
entertain  no  doubt  of  its  continuance  ii>  all  its 

c  4  energy, 


:*  GAZETTE  SELECTIONS. 

energy,  and  my  mind  is  prepared,  without  hefitation, 
imielf  under  the  molt  lolemn  obligations  to 
fup port  it  to  the  utmoft  of  my  power. 

"  And  may  that  Bein^,.  who  is  fupreme  over  all, 
the  patron  of  order,  the  fountain  of  juliice,  and  the 
prote.  or.  in  all  a^es  of  the  world,  of  virtuous  liberty, 
continue  his  blelling  upon  the  nation  and  its  govern 
ment,  and  give  it  all  poiiible  fuccels  and  duration, 
comment  with  the  ends  of  his  providence." 


TUESDAY,    7  h  MARCH. 

To  tne  Public. — Molt  of  my  readers   will  recol 
lect,  that.,  about  the  time  I  entered  into  the  book- 
ielling  buiinefs,    a  publication  appeared,    entitled, 
"  Chrittianity   contrail rd    with    Deitm  ;     by    Peter 
Porcupine  "'     Tins  attack  on  the  Chriitian  Religion 
:it  published  at  New- York,  and  the  fictitious 
name,  which  I  had  long  before  aiTumcd,  was  placed 
to  it,  either  to  difcredit  my  performances,  or  for  the 
molt  innocent  purpofe  of  promoting  the  fale  of  the 
rk.     1  immediately  denied   it,    and  Mr.   Fenno 
-  lo  obi  _  to  publiih  that  denial.     It  died 

away:  its  demerit  in  point  of  ihle,  as  well  as  mat 
ter.  wa>  its  pallport  to  oblivion.  Yet.  to  anlwer 
ibme  end  or  other,  it  is  now  revived,  and  very  in- 
duftrioufh  circulated. 

11  bookie iler's  puff  I  can  have  no  objec 
tion  to  the  ule  of  mv  atfumed  name:  it  is.  on  the 
contra. y,  rather  flattering  to  my  vanitv  as  an  author, 
to  «  fhat  the  allumption  is  looked  upon  as  a 

recommendation  to  purchasers:  more  efpecially  as 
the  tule  is  complete!)  equivocal  .  for  no  one  can  tell 
it  whether  the  cuir   :  t  be  favourable  to  Chrii- 
or  not.  But,  i;t  the  other  point  of  view,  look- 
ifl  intending  to  tix  the 

^  the  detv -Hable  performance  on  nie,  \   have 
:at  objL          >  to  H.     I  would  lie  under  any 

other 
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other  imputation,  that  can  poflibly  fpring  from  the 
fertile  brain  of  disappointed  malice,  rather  than  that 
of  endeavouring  to  tap  the  foundation  of  the  Chrif- 
tian  faith  ;  the  rock  to  which  we  all  cling  in  the 
hour  of  r'iftrefs,  and  without  which  theideu  of  death, 
or  even  the  remoteti  fymptom  of  mortal  dileafe,  .ip- 
pals  the  ftouteft  heart. 

In  the  rigid  fenfe  of  the  term,  I  am  certainly  very 
far  trom  being  a  Chriftian.  I  feel  the  dominion  of 
the  turbulent  paifions  :  when  my  coat  is  taken  from 
me,  I  cannot  give  my  cloak  ;  nor  does  a  butFet  on  one 
cheek  incline  me  patiently  to  turn  the  other.  But  as 
far  as  proteffions  can  go,  whether  verbally  or  in 
writing,  I  truft  I  have  fome  preteniions  to  that  cha 
racter.  Let  any  one  examine  my  publications,  from 
the  firlt  to  the  laft,  and  fay,  if  he  can,  that  they  con 
tain  even  a  hint  that  leads  towards  infidelity.  What 
ever  ill  qualities  1  may  poifefs,  that  of  hypocrify  is 
not  one  of  them,  every  body  will  allow.  Had  I 
been  a  deift,  1  Ihould  have  declared  it  long  ago.  It 
is.  impoflihle  for  me  to  fupprefs  the  utterance  of 
what  I  think.  Thofe  who  have  read  the  Strictures 
on  Tom  Paine's  Age  of  Reafon,  on  the  doclrines  of 
Prieftley,  and  on  the  impious  proceedings  of  the 
French  afTemblies,  will  do  well  to  compare  them 
with  the  other  parts  of  my  writings,  and  then  judge 
whether  it  bepoflible  for  the  fame  man  to  be  at  once 
capable  of  fuch  profound  diilimulation  and  fuch 
indifcreet  opcnnefs. 

But  the  work  in  queftion  carries  on  the  face  of  it 
the  marks  of  impotlure.  Had  I  actually  written  it, 
can  it  be  iuppolcd  that  I  would  have  put  that  very 
name  to  it,  under  which  I  had  ufed  all  my  feeble  ef 
forts  to  difcountenance  and  reprobate  the  opinions  it 
inculcates  ?  Had  1  been  hypocrite  enough  to  write 
in  defence  of  a  religion  that  I  did  not  believe  in, 
would  not  the  fa  i  e  hvpocrify  have  taught  me  to  al- 
fume  another  name,  when  I  began  to  attack  it  ?  To 
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fuppofe  the  contrary  is  an  abluruity  too  grots  io  me 
rit  expoiition. 

The  fa&  is,  this  impious  effufion  of  fome  illite 
rate,  democratic  demon  is  now  trumped  up  in  hopes 
of  oppofing  the  progrefs  of  this  paper.  The  dif- 
comfited  crew  are  rallying  their  broken  and  difperfed 
columns.  Lies,  flanders,  and  menaces  have  failed  ; 
the  ufe  of  a  name  that  they  hate  and  dread  more 
than  they  do  hell,  has  at  laft  been  reforted  to.  The 
defperatenefs  of  the  ft ep  proves  to  what  defpair  they 
are  reduced. 

Either  the  narrre  of  Peter  Porcupine  was  taken  up 
by  this  democratic  writer  to  promote  the  fale  of  his 
pamphlet,  or  it  was  done  to  injure  me  in  the  opinion 
of  my  friends :  if  for  the  former  purpofe,  it  proves 
that  the  name  is  of  more  value  than  that  of  the  real 
author ;  and  if  for  the  latter,  it  proves  that  the  de 
mocrats,  after  all  their  railing,  look  upon  my  friends 
as  being  the  moft  pious  and  confcientious  part  of  the 
community.  What  their  friends  are,  then,  need  not 
be  added,  P.  P. 

From  the  Aurora  of  Yefterday  Morning.—"  Lord, 
now  letteft  thou  thy  fervant  depart  in  peace,  for 
mine  eyes  have  feen  thy  falvation,"  was  the  pious 
ejaculation  of  a  man  who  beheld  a  flood  of  happi- 
nefs  rufhing  in  upon  mankind. — If  ever  there  was 
a  time  that  would  licenfe  the  reiteration  of  the  ex 
clamation,  that  time  is  now  arrived  ;  for  the  man 
who  is  the  fburce  of  all  the  misfortunes  of  our  coun 
try,  is  this  day  reduced  to  a  level  with  his  fellow- 
citizens,  and  is  no  longer  pofTefTed  of  power  to  mul 
tiply  evils  upon  the  United  States.  If  ever  there 
was  a  period  for  rejoicing,  this  is  the  moment.  Every 
heart,  in  unifon  with  the  freedom  and  happinefs  of 
the  people,  ought  to  beat  high  with  exultation,  that 
the  name  of  Wafhington  from  this  day  ceafes  to 
give  a  currency  to  political  iniquity,  and  to  legalize 
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corruption — a  new  sera  is  now  opening  upon  us,  an 
aera  which  promifo  much  to  the  people  ;  for  public 
meafures  mufl  now  (land  upon  their  own  merits, 
and  nefarious  pro}ecls  can  no  longer  be  fupported 
by  a  name.  When  a  retrofpect  is  taken  of  the 
Wafhingtonian  admini Oration  for  eight  years,  it  is 
a  fubjed  of  the  greateft  aftonifhment,  that  a  fingle 
individual  fhould  have  cankered  the  principles  of 
republicanifm  in  an  enlightened  people,  juft  emerged 
from  the  gulf  of  defpotifm,  and  fhould  have  carried 
his  defigns  againft  the  public  liberty  fo  far,  as  to 
have  put  in  jeopardy  its  very  exigence  :  fuch,  how 
ever,  are  the  facts,  and  with  thele  flaring  us  in  the 
face,  this  day  ought  to  be  a  jubilee  in  the  United 
States.  March  4. 

Remarks  on  the  foregoing. — "  And  wlien  David 
"  came  to  Bahurim,  behold,  there  came  outamaa 
"  of  the  houfe  of  Saul,  whofe  name  .was  Shimei^ 
"  the  fon  of  Gera,  of  the  tribe  of  Benjamin  ;  he 
"  came  forth,  and  curfed  ftill  as  he  came. 

"  And  he  caft  ftones  at  David,  and  at  all  the  fer- 
c*  vants  of  David,  and  at  all  the  people,  and  all  the 
*c  mighty  men  that  were  on  his  right  hand  and  on 
"  his  left. 

"  Then  faid  Abifhai  the  fon  of  Zerniah,  Why 
"  fhould  this  dead  dog  curfe  my  lord  ?  Let  me,  I 
"  pray  thee,  go  over  and  take  off  his  head. 

"  And  David  forbad  it,  and  faid,  Let  him  alonq, 
"  let  him  curfe  !" 

Good  old  David  faw,  I  fuppofe,  that  the  malig 
nity  of  this  blafled  fprig  of  the  flock  of  Benjamin  not 
only  carried  its  own  pumfhment  with  it,  but  that 
it  could  not  fail  in  a  fhort  time  to  work  his 
^ithout  the  aid  of  any  other  caufe. 
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WEDNESDAY,  8th  MARCH. 

Taking  of  the  Baftile. — In  my  endeavours  to  pull 
off  the  veil  of  deception,  I  fhall  now  and  then  go 
back  a  little,  becaufe,  to  remove  errors  built  on 
mifreprefentation  of  facts,  the  facts  themfelves  muft 
be  firft  ftated  in  a  true  light. 

The  French  revolution,  that  fource  from  which 
the  jacobin  gazettes  of  America  have  drunk  of  the 
never-dying  ftreams  of  falfehood,  furnifhes  few  in- 
itances  of  impofition,  more  artfully  and  effectually 
propagated,  than  that  heroic  act,  the  taking  of  the 
Baftile. 

Playfair,  in  his  Hiftory  of  Jacobinifm,  fets  the 
whole  of  this  brilliant  achievement  in  a  fair  point 
of  view.  He  was  on  the  fpot,  and  he  turned  that 
circumftance  to  the  advantage  of  the  caufe  of  truth. 
The  following  note  on  the  Baftile  adventure  will 
make  fome  of  the  quondam  admirers  of  French  va 
lour  blufh  at  their  credulity  : 

Note. — A  circumftance  little  known  will  prove 
that  there  was  no  bravery  difplayed  in  the  taking  of 
the  Baftile.  A  number  of  the  fubfcribers  to  the  Ly 
ceum  at  Paris  determined  to  collect  and  publifh  the 
facts  relative  to  fo  extraordinary  an  exploit ;  accord 
ingly,  a  great  number  of  witnefles  were  examined, 
and  it  was  difcovered  at  la  ft,  that  the  governor  had 
opened  the  door,  and  let  the  conquerors  walk  in.  A 
debate  then  arofe  among  the  compilers  of  the  hif- 
tory — Shall  we  publifh  a  thing  that  will  be  difgrace- 
ful  to  the  Parifians  after  fo  much  boafting  and  fo 
many  fallities  ?  or  iliall  we  deftft  ?  were  the  quef- 
tions.  Let  us  go  on,  faid  one  fubfcriber ;  we  are 
learching  for  truth,  let  us  find  it  :  but  as  all  truths 
are  not  good  to  he  told,  let  us  not  publifh  it.  The 
advice  was  taken,  and  the  latter  part  of  it  was  the 
belt;  for  certainly  the  conquerors  of  the  Baftile 

would 
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would  foon  have  pulled  down  the  Lyceum,  if  the 
truth  had  been  publifhed. 

This  anecdote,  for  the  truth  of  which  I  appeal  to 
M.  de  la  Harpe  and  M.  la  Croix,  or  any  of  the 
literary  gentlemen  who  attended  the  Lyceum  at  that 
time,  is  a  proof  of  the  fpirit  of  democratic  deception 
which  pervaded  the  people  of  Paris  from  the  begin 
ning  of  the  revolution,  and  the  unanimity  with 
which  the  French  nation  joins  in  exalting  its  own 
bravery  and  deceiving  the  world.  Whilft  all  orders 
of  nobility  were  destroying,  an  order  was  inftituted 
(compofed  of  revolted  foldiers,  and  ibme  of  the  fans- 
culottes  of  the  Fanxbourg  St.  Antoine,  and  M.  M. 
Bailly  and  La  Fayette),  decorated  with  a  medal, 
bearing  the  infcription,  "  Conquerors  of  the  Bailile." 
The  origin  of  this  was  infurrection,  and  the  manner 
of  obtaining  it,  was  the  testimony  of  feven  con 
querors,  which  dubbed  the  eighth  conqueror  too. 
As  French  books  of  heraldry  are  all  burned,  I  know 
not  by  what  regulation  M.  Bailly  and  La  Fayette 
were  admitted  conquerors,  as  they  were  at  Verfailles 
on  that  glorious  day.  It  was  by  fuch  tricks  as  this 
that  all  Europe  was  juggled  by  the  firfl  revolu 
tionists,  who  were  neither  conquerors,  philofophers, 
nor  well-meaning  men  ;  but  who,  by  falfe  facts  and 
falfe  appearances,  contrived  to  pals  for  all  the  three. 


CURIOUS  ADVERTISEMENTS. 
Who  loves  a  lie — lame  flander  helps  about — POPE. 

I  CONSIDER  as  a  bad  man  :  and  though  averfe  to 
controverfy,  and  wifhing  to  live  in  peace  with  all 
men,  it  will  not  accord  with  my  fentimeutsto  fuffer 
flanderous  imputations  to  be  paiTed  over  in  tilence. 
When  the  deteflable  tongue  of  malice  endeavours 
to  blalr.  my  reputation,  who  will  blame  me  for  pub 
licly  refuting  the  viilanous  charge  ? 

i  On 
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On  the  29th  day  of  October  lafl,  at  the  houfe  of" 
Jofeph  Pearfon,  in  Ridley,  Ifrael  Elliott  afTerted, 
4i  that  I  fold  corn  to  the  Britifh, ''meaning,  I  fuppofe, 
when  the  Britifh  army  were  in  Philadelphia  during 
the  late  war :  I  declared  it  was  an  infamous  falfe- 
hood — he  laid  Nicholas  Diehl  was  his  author. 

Subfcq-uent  to  the  above,  I  happened  to  be  at  the 
houfe  of  Henry  Pafchall  in  Kingfeffing,  the  faid 
Elliott,  Nicholas  Diehl,  Hugh  Lloyd,  and  Matthew 
Hufton  being  prelent. — I  mentioned  the  charge  to 
the  neighbours,  and  declared  it  was  an  infamous  lie ; 
Nicholas  Diehl  utterly  denied  that  he  ever  men 
tioned  it  to  Elliott,  which  Lloyd  and  Hufton  will 
prove. 

1  declare  the  above  afTertion  of  Ifrael  Elliott's  to 
be  an  infamous  lie, -and  defy  all  created  beings  to 
make  it  appear,  that  I  ever,  during  the  continuance 
of  that  juit,  neceflary  and  glorious  war,  dire6Uy 
or  indirectly  aided,  alfifted,  or  abetted  the  Britifh, 
or  their  adherents  (the  Tories),  in  their  attempt  to 
fubjugate  the  United  States,  or  either  of  them,  in 
any  manner  or  way  whatever. 

ALirch  2.  JOHN  PEARSON. 

Darby,  Delaware  County,  March  4th,  1 797. 

To  the  Public. — Some  time  fince,  as  I  was  going 
towards  Chefler,  i  happened  to  flop  at  the  houfe  of 
Mr.  Aaron  Morton,  where,  to  my  great  aitonifh- 
tnent,  1  read,  publicly  polled  up,  the  foregoing 
denial,  iigned  John  Pearfon. 

Seeing  my  character  thus  publicly  attacked,  I  felt 
the  neceility  of  as  public  a  justification  of  it.  I  am 
charged  with  the  propagation  of  a  falfehood.  Barely 
to  aflert  that  the  charge  is  without  foundation,  would, 
perhaps,  be  fufficient,  conlidering  the  character  of 
the  acrufer;  but  I  do  not  wifh  to  oppofe  aflertion 
by  aflertion :  1  fhould  be  aftiamed  to  fuffer,  for  a 
moment,  a  competition  between  my  veracity  and 

that 
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that  of  John  Pearfon.  For  this  reafon  it  is,  that  I 
lay  before  the  public  the  following  depolition. 

Delaware  County,  Jf.  —  Perfonally  appeared  Wil 
liam  Smith  before  me,  the  fubfcriber,  one  of  the 
Juftices  of  the  Peace  in  and  for  the  county  aforefaid  ; 
and  on  his  folemn  affirmation  doth  declare,  that  he 
was  at  Nicholas  Deihl's,  fenior,  houfe,  and  heard 
him  fay  that  John  Pearfon  need  not  pretend  to  be  fo 
great  a  Whig  as  he  was  :  he,  the  faid  Smith,  aiked 
for  what  reafon  ?  He  faid  he  traded  with  the  Britifh, 
and  fold  them  Indian  corn.  Further  faith  not.  Af- 
lirmed  and  fubfcri  bed  this  26th  of  January,  1797, 
before  me, 

Ben.  IV.  Oakford.  WILLIAM  SMITH. 

Thus  is  Mr.  Smith's  oath  oppofed  to  Pearfon's 
bare  word,  the  oath  of  a  man  whofe  word  nobody 
will  doubt,  oppofed  to  the  raked  affertions  of  one 
who  finds  mofl  belief  where  he  is  leaft  known  ;  and 
thus  has  the  meddling,  factious,  and  turbulent  tan 
ner  of  Darby,  who,  were  he  permitted,  would  drefs 
the  fkins  of  his  peaceable  neighbours  with  as  little 
remorfe  as  he  does  the  hides  of  quadrupeds  ;  thus 
faas  this  would-be  village  tyrant,  by  his  arrogance 
and  infolence,  eltablifhed  the  truth  of  my  aflertion, 
which  he  wished  to  be  looked  upon  as  a  lie,  and 
rendered  that  public  which  was  before  confined  to  a 
few.  By  a  violent  effort  to  efface  what  the  hand  of 
time,,  would  have  foon  worn  away,  he  has  revived  the 
flain,  and  has  rendered  it  indelible. 

6.  ISRAEL  ELLIOTT. 


To  the  Public.  —  Wh6n  I  wrote  the  piece  which 
Tfrael  Elliott,  without  my  knowledge,  publifhed  ia 
Porcupine's  Gazette  of  the  i3th  inft.  I  only  meant 
abfolutely  to  deny  the  malicious  charge  of  Elliott, 
which  he  in  the  reply,  compofed  for  him,  has  not 
pretended  to  fupport,  but  wanders  from  the  fubject 
into  pcrfonal  abufe.  The  falfchood,  I  fuppofe,  ori- 
3  g;nated 
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ginated  in  His  indefatigable  malice.  I  fay  his  malice, 
for  it  commenced  at  the  time  when  I,  as  a  jufrice  of 
the  peace,  chofen  twice  by  the  unfoli  cited  fu  If  rages  of 
the  good  Whigs  of  the  neighbourhood  (previous  to 
Thomas  Mifflin's  having  the  power  to  commiflion 
fuch  a  man  as  him,  a  power  fhamefully  proftituted), 
was  obliged  to  take  cognizance  of  his  conducl  on  a 
charge  of  fornication.  The  epithets  of  his  writer,  of 
"  factious,  turbulent  tyrant,"  cannot  apply  to  me — 
I  therefore  take  no  further  notice  of  him.  Having 
the  good  fortune  to  be  taught  the  tanner's  trade,  I 
am  acquainted  with  ikins,  and  Elliott  may  reft  af- 
fured  I  will  not  drefs  his.  I  fhould  expect  from  the 
abandoned  profligacy  of  his  youth,  and  confequent 
filthinefs,  the  Ikin  would  prove  rotten,  and  as  fkins 
dried  in  a  hot  climate  (and  mercury  may  have  a  limi- 
lar  effect  in  ours)  the  old  fores  would  break  out 
afreih,  and  caufe  holes — in  that  cafe  it  would  not 
do  for  a  drum,  as  the  celebrated  Lifca's  *  was  ufed 
for — unlefs,  as  it  would  be  noifelefs,  it  might  fuit 
a  captain  of  the  militia  horfe  like  him,  who  has  the 
daflardly  cowardice  publicly  to  declare,  that  we 
(meaning  the  Americans)  were  not  able  to  contend 
with  the  Britifti. 

I  am  extremely  forry  to  be  concerned  in  a  difpute 
of  any  kind,  and  wifh  anxioufly  for  peace.  I  was 
not  the  aggreflbr,  and  have  not  been  in  any  cafe  of 
that  nature  ;  if  there  is  any  individual  upon  the  earth 
who  conceives  himfelf  injured  by  me,  let  him  come 
forward ;  the  neighbours  (the  bell  tribunal)  fhall  de 
termine,  and  fuch  compeniation  fhall  be  made  by  me 
as  they  think  proper. 

Darby,  March  24.  JOHN  PEARSON^. 

*   Meaning,  I  fuppofe,  Ziica's. —  EDITOR. 

•f  The  reader  will  obferve,  that  both  thefe  honed  men  were 
jvftices  of  the  peace;  and  will,  doubtlefs,  conclude,  that  the  ap 
pointment  of  fuch  men  to  fuch  an  office  muft  be  wholly  afcribed 
to  the  fuperior  wifdom  and  virtue  of  republican  government. 

From 
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Frwti  ffte  Merchants'  Ad-vertifer^. — A  London 
Courier  of  December  itates,  that  a  change  in  the 
adminiftration  was  confidered  as  indifpenfaftle  to  the 
ebtainment  of  a  peace,  and  afferts,  that  the  follow 
ing  arrangement  had  been  laid  before  the  friends  of 
a  great  perfonage  : 

Firft  Lord  of  the  Treafury — Duke  of  Bedford. 

Secretaries  of  State — Marquis  of  Lanfdovvn,  Right  Honourable 

C.  J.  Fox! 

Lord  Chancellor,  with  a  Peerage — Hon.  T.  Erfldne. 
Lord  Prefidcnt  of  the  Council — Lord  Thurlow. 
Firft  Lord  of  the  Admiralty — Earl  Howe. 

Mafter  General  of  the  Ordnance — Duke  of  Northumberland, 
Lord  Privy  Seal — Duke  of  Grafton. 
AtnbaJJador  to  the  French  Republic — Earl  of  Lauderdale. 
Trcafurer  of  the  Navy — Mr.  Sheridan. 

Prejident  of  the  Indian  Board  of  Control — Earl  of  Ginldford/ 
Paymajler  of  the  Army — Mr.  Grey. 
Secretary  at  Hrar — General  Fitzpatrick. 
Chancellor  of  the  Dutchy  of  Lancafter — Mr.  Mansfield. 
Secretaries  of  the  Treafury — Mr.  W.  Adam)  Mr.  Courtenay. 
Attorney  General — Mr.  Pigot. 
Solicitor  General — Mr.  Mingay. 

Thus  far  the  London  Courier;  and  thus  our 
Merchants'  Advertifer,  in  Uriel  obfervance  of  that 
impartiality  which  it  profefTes,  difmiffes  the  abomi 
nable  lie,  without  glofs  or  comment.  The  editors  or 
conductors  of  this  advertifing  paper  did  fet  out  with 
the  pious  refolution,  not  to  meddle  with  party  mat 
ters  ;  this,  efpecially  when  we  recollecl  that  they  all 
bear  an  implacable  hatred  to  one  of  the  powers  now* 
•at  war,  will  undoubtedly  be  looked  upon  as  an  in- 
fiance  of  the  moil  heroic  felf-denial. 

However,  I  muft  not  be  underflood  as  allowing, 
that  their  natural  inclination  has  never  got  the  better 
of  their  prudence  and  piety.  A  few  days  ago,  after 
repeating  an  article  from  the  Whitehall  Evening 

f  A  paper  publiflied  by  my  old  bookfeller,  Bradford,  in  part- 
fcerfhip  with  one  Llnyd^  a  fcoundrel,  who,  in  1793,  graced  the 
pillory  at  the  Royal  Exchange,  London. 

YOU  V*  D 
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Poft,  they  add,  in  italics  ;  "  It  is  but  fair  to  ob- 
"  lerve,  that  the  Whitehall  Evening  Poft  is  under 
"  the  diredlion  of  the  Britiih  Mmifter."  Now, 
then,  if  a  ft  rid:  impartiality  would  admit  of  fuch  a 
commentary  as  this,  why  would  it  not  admit  of 
fomething  in  the  fame  way  after  the  extract  before 
us  ?  W  hen  an  article  was  extracted  \vhich  feemed  ra 
ther  favourable  to  the  caufe  of  Great  Britain,  it  was 
"  but  fair"  to  undermine  its  force  by  afcribing  it  to 
undue  influence;  but  when,  on  the  other  hand,  a 
well-known  falfehood  is  to  be  found  in  a  London 
paper,  and  that  falfjhood  holds  out  a  belief  of  the 
inflability  of  the  miniitry,  and  of  the  corifequent 
abandonment  of  the  interejfts  of  the  kingdom  ;  then, 
it  is  very  fair  to  let  the  intelligence  ftand  upon  its 
own  foundation.^  This,  in  the  new-fangled  jargon 
of  mendicants  for  public  favour,  is  called  impartiality. 
Yes,  MerTrs.  Conductors,  there  is  very  little  doubt 
but  you  would  rejoice  at  fuch  a  change  in  the  adrni- 
niftration  of  Great  Britain.  You  would  then  pro- 
mife  yourfelves  the  pleafure  of  feeing  the  ruin  of 
thofe  whom  you  hate,  merely  becaufe  they  are  not 
already  ruined. 

Randolph. — The  following  refolution  was  laid  on 
the  table  of  the  Houfe  of  Reprefentatives  of  the 
United  States  by  Mr.  Williams,  and  agreed  to  by 
the  Houfe : 

"  Whereas,  it  is  ftated  to  this  Houfe  in  the  report 
"  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treafury,  of  the  I5th  of 
"  February,  that  the  accounts  of  Edmund  Ran- 
"  dolph,  Efquire,  late  Secretary  of  State,  for  monies 
"  advanced  to  him  for  foreign  expenditures,  ftill  re- 
"  main  unfettled  ;  and  that  neither  the  accounts  of 
€S  the  foreign  minitlers,  bankers,  and  agents  of  the 
cc  United  States,  nor  the  records  of  the  Department 
Cf  of  State,  contain  any  explanation  in  refpect  to  a 
" ' confiderable  fum  of  the  laid  monies  :"  Refolved, 

that 
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that  the  Secretary  of  the  Treafury  lay  before  t^is 
Hotife,  at  their  next  feffion,  information  of  the 
amount  of  monies  fo  received  by  the  faid  Edmund 
Randolph,  for  which  there  is  no  explanation  as 
aforefaid,  and  what  rneafures  have  been  taken  Jo 
obtain  a  fettlement  of  his  accounts*." 

THURSDAY,  9th  MARCH. 

B.  Franklin  Bache. — A  gentlemen  Vho  ftyles  him- 
felf,  and  I  believe  juitly,  a  Friend  to  Good- nature  (in 
yefterday's  paper),  alks  me  what  "  diforder  that  ani 
mal  is  feized  with,  which  fnarls  and  growls  foin  the 
Aurora." — -I  will  tell  the  gentleman  in  one  word  :  his 
diforder  is  poverty.  While  that  able  financier,  Ci 
tizen  Guillotine,  pofTeffed  influence  enough  to  keep 
affignats  at  par ;  while  the  French  agents  had  a  de 
mand  on  the  treafury  of  the  United  States  ;  the  de 
mocrats,  and  the  four  mortal  in  queftion  among  the 
reft,  were'in  perfect  good  humour :  there  was  then 
nothing  but  feafting  and  jollity  ;  the  coppers  were 
heard  to  clink  in  the  pockets  of  the  very  fcum  of 
them,  and  their  faces  wore  a  continual  grin.  But 
now,  when  the  fource  of  corruption  is  dried  up  ; 
when  the  fpoons,  the  watches,  the  rings,  the  lockets, 
and  the  thimbles,  that  the  murderers  of  Paris  itrip- 
ped  from  the  corpfes  of  their  prey ;  now,  when  all 
thefe  are  fpent  in  bribing  foreign  traitors,  and  in 
decking  the  new-born  defpots,  the  poor  democrats 
grow  hungry,  and  it  is  well  known  that  hunger  and 
anger  are  feldom  long  feparate. 

So  much  for  the  malady.     As  to  the  cure,  I  am 

*  *  It  is  aftonifiiing  that  even  to  this  time  (July  1799),  not  ano 
ther  word  has  ever  been  heard  about  this  deficit.  Randolph  lives 
undifturbed  in  Virginia,  though  he  owes  thoufands  to  his  country! 
So  careful  are  republican  governments  of  the  treasure  of  the  peo 
ple  1  Such  a  defaulter,  under  the  Britifh  Government,  would  find 
no  reft  for  the  fole  of  his  foot :  he  would  be  profecuted,  and  lam 
pooned,  and  caricatured" out  of  exiftence. 

i>  2  not 
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not  certain  that  I  could  ,wim  to  ice  it  effected,  cither 
by  a  healing  or  mortal  remedy.  A  long  life  of  mi* 
fery,  of  the  cravings  of  an  empty  tf  ornach,  and  the 
flings  of  a  guilty  confcience,  is  not  a  punilhment 
adequate  to  the  atrocities  committed  by  this  yelper 
of  the  democratic  kennel.  However,  if  I  muri  pre- 
fcribe  a  remedy,  I  mult.  I  would  then  recommend 
confinement  in  the  flrft  place ;  2dly,  his  drink 
fhould  be  water,  and  his  food  bullock's  liver,  ferved 
out  with  a  fparing  hand;  3dly,  he  fhould  be  con-, 
ftantly  employed  in  that  polite  and  healthy  exercife, 
beating  of  hemp,  until  fuch  time  as  he  is  capable 
of  making  a  rope ;  and,  4thly,  to  complete  the 
cure,  he  fhould  be  decently  tucked  up  in  his  own 
manufacture. 

General  Wafhington. — In  a  morning  paper  of  yef- 
terday  appeared  the  following  extract  from  a  Lon 
don  ians-culotte  Gazette. — "  Even  the  advocates  of 
66  Miniflers  are  obliged  to  bear  their  trittute  of  ap- 
"  probation  to  the  merits  of  Wafhington.  Would 
"  to  God  that  their  patrons  had  imitated  his  pacific 
"  difpofition  !  Wafhington  is  one  of  thofe  few  cha- 
"  rafters  who,  during  his  lifetime,  has  commanded 
"  the  praife  of  all  parties,  by  unequivocally  deferv- 
"  ing  well,  by  a  conduct  above  all  the  aifaults  of 
"  envy,  and  beyond  the  reach  of  fufpicion — Id  quod 
*'  diJfciUimum  eft,  laudem  fine  invidia  feperit. — The 
"  conduct  of  Auguftus  in  his  laft  moments  is  not 
"  unknown  to  our  claffical  readers.  But  how  much 
"  more  juftly  than  any  proud  tyrant  that  ever  ex- 
fC  ifled,  may  George  Wafhington  make  his  laft  ap- 
xc  peal  to  his  fellow-citizens,  '  whether  he  has  done 
"  well  ;'  and  claim  to  his  departing  fcene  the  meed 
"  of  their  grateful  applaufe  !" 

When  we  compare  this  language  with  that  of 
Bache,  and  fome  other  journalifls  in  this  country, 
we  are  naturally  led  to  inquire,  how  it  comes  to 
pafs  that  men  of  the  fame  principles,  politics,  and 

view*, 
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views,  differ  fo  very  widely  on  a  fubjedt  which 
neither  can  mifunderftand.  The  patriots  of  Great 
Britain  tell  the  people  there,  that  General  Wafhing- 
ton  may  "  claim  to  his  departing  Icene,  the  meed 
"  of  grateful  applauic;"  hut  the  patriots  of  America 
deny  this  :  fo  far  from  allowing  the  claim,  they  fay 
(l  he  is  the  fource  of  all  the  misfortunes  of  our 
"  country,"  and  rejoice,  that  he  is  "  reduced  to  a 
"  level  with  his  fellow-citizens,  and  is  no  longer 
"  poflefled  of  power  to  multiply  evils  on  the  United 
"  fctates.  Their  hearts  beat  high  with  exultation, 
"  that  the  name  of  Wafhington  now  ceafes  to  give 
fi  currency  to  political  iniquity,  and  to  legalize  cor- 
"  ruption." 

The  firft  moment  of  leifure  that  offers  itfelf  I  lhall 
endeavour  to  explain  this  feeminginconfiflency,  and 
have  not  the  leaft  doubt  but  it  will  appear,  that  the 
patriots  of  England  and  thofe  of  America  underftand 
one  another  perfectly  well,  and  that,  though  their 
means  be  different,  their  end  is  exactly  the  fame  *, 

French  Fraternity. — From  a  lift  of  cc  Evidences  of 
*c  French  Fraternity,"  in  the  Baltimore  Federal  Ga 
zette,  it  appears  that  the  French  privateers  and  gun 
boats  have  captured  and  carried  into  St.  Domingo, 
fifty-four  American  veflels,  in  the  courfe  of  about 


*  There  is  one  fubjeft  of  the  praife  bellowed  on  the  General 
that  requires  immediate  remark  ;  that  is,  his  pacific  difpofition. 
"  Would  to  God,"  fay  the  Englifli  Republicans,  "'that  Minifters 
«  had  imitated  his  pacific  ctifpofition  /"  This,  you  will  pleale  to 
obferve,  is  decidedly  approving  of  the  Prefident's  having  perti- 
nacioufly  refuled  to  join  in  the  war.  For  this  he  certainly  was 
deferving  of  praife  ;  but  do  thefe  mifcreant  eulogifts  perceive,  that 
in  this  their  approbation,  they  do,  in  reality,  juftify  the  conduct 
of  their  miniilry  in  entering  into  the  war  ?  Da  they  know,  that 
America  was  bound  by  treaty  to  fiffljl  France  in  a  defenjive  war  ?  If 
Chey  do  know  this,  they  muft  acknowledge,  that  France  was  the 
aggrrjjor  in  this  war,  or  they  muft  condem.i  the  pacific  conduct  of 
General  VVaHiington. 

p  3  one 
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one  month  ;  of  which  twenty-nine  were  condemned, 
value  not  eftimated,  thirteen  condemned,  vefTels 
and  cargoes,  valued  at  upwards  of  one  hundred  and 
eighty  thoufand  dollars,  feven  remained  for  trial, 
three  abandoned,  and  two  cleared. 

Lyceum  *.-*- The  query  in  Tuefday's  paper,  pro- 
pofed  for  difcuffion  by  this  ultramarine  afibciation, 
appears  calculated  to  lead  the  members  into  ham 
pering  and  unprofitable  difputes,  rather  than  to  fe- 
cond  their  generous  endeavours  to  enlighten  and 
inform  the  public.  Initead  of  fruitlefs  inquiries 
about  what  none  of  us  underftand,  nor  wifh  to  un 
derhand,  1  imagine  my  correfpondent  would  have 
done  well  to  propofe  a  queftion  or  two  of  the  fol 
lowing  kind : 

1.  When  eloquent  fwine  are  growling  and  fqueez- 
ing  and  fighting  for  the  wafh,  which  is  "  head  hog 
"  at  trough/'  he  that  gets  the  lowermoft  place,  or 
he  that  gets  the  uppermoft  ? 

2.  Is  it  either  probable  or  poffible,  that  thofe  who, 
have  been  traitors  to  their  own  country,  will  ever  be 
faithful  to  another? 

3.  Which  is  the  moft  abundant  fource  of  emigra 
tion,  the  love  of  plunder  or  the  fear  of  the  gallows  ? 

FRIDAY,  ioth  MARCH. 

Mrffliris  Sincerity. — On  Wednefday  laft  a  meffage 
was  lent  to  the  Legiflature  by  the  Governor  of 
Pennfylvania,  in  which  he  informed  the  two  Houfes, 


*  A  company  of  vagabond  political  fpotiters,  chiefly  from  the 
London  Correfponding  Society,  Coachmakers'  Hall,  £c.  &c.  who 
having  been  put  out  by  the  extinguiftier  of  Mr.  Pitt,  are  come 
here  to  get  lighted  up  again.  The  perfons  who  have  the  direction, 
©f  affairs  in  the  Univerfity  of  Pennfylvania,  are  certainly  entitled 
to  the  thanks  of  the  public  for  furniihing  apartments  for  theie  fe- 
ditious  wretches.  ..;  ^ 

that 
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that  he  had  offered  the  new  houfe  (formerly  built 
for  the  Prdident  to  Mr.  Adams,  the  Prefident  elecl. 
This  mrrTage  was  accompanied  with  the  copy  of  the 
Governor's  letter  to  the  President,  and  the  Preii- 
dent's  anfwer.  The  Governor  concludes  thus:  "  I 
"  take  this  opportunity,  Sir,  to  prefent  my  con- 
"  grat  ulations  upon  your  eleclion  to  the  office  of 
"  Chief  Magiftrate  of  the  United  States;  and  to 
"  alfure  you  that  as  far  as  my  conftitutional  powers 
"  and  duties  extend,  you  may  rely  upon  a  zealous 
"  and  faithful  <  o  operation  to  advance  the  honour, 
"  andenfure  the  fuccefs  of  your  adminiftration." 

Governor  Mifflin  congratulating  Mr.  Adams  on 
his  election  to  the  office  of  Prefident!!  Gracious 
heavens  !  and  Mr.  Dallas  wrote  the  letter,  I  fuppofe. 
I  fhould  like  to  have  feen  the  Prefident 's  face  while 
he  was  reading  this  fincerely  affeclionate  congratu 
lation.  If  his  mufcles  are  not  as  inflexible  as  the 
rock  of  Gibraltar,  he  mud  have  buril  into  a  laugh 
that  convulfed  his  whole  frame. 

This  was,  however,  a  fort  of  an  after- day  con 
gratulation,  and  was  conveyed  in  fuch  a  way  as  to 
leave  a  doubt,  whether  it  was  meant  as  a  compli 
ment  or  an  infult.  If  our  worthy  and  chaile  and 
honeft  Governor  had  been  very  anxious  to  exprefs  his 
joy  at  the  eleclion  of  Mr.  Adams,  one  would  ima 
gine  that  he  would  have  made  it  the  fole  fubjecl  of 
a  note,  and  not  have  mentioned  it  at  the  bottom  of 
a  letter  on  bufinefs,  as  a  thing  that  had  accidentally 
fhot  acrofs  his  memory. — "  I  take  this  opportunity," 
&c.  Yes,  but  if  this  opportunity  had  not  offered 
itfelf,  what  would  he  have  done  ?  If  Pennfylvania 
had  not  wanted  a  tenant  for  a  houfe,  the  letter 
would  not  have  been  written,  and  confequently  the 
congratulation  would  have  died  in  the  tender  breaft 
of  the  congratulates 

The  good  Governor's  letter  puts  me  in  mind  of 
D  4  one, 
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one,  mentioned  by  a  fprightly  French  female,  which 
ran  nearly  thus : 

"  To  Madam,  the  Countefs  of  C . 

"  My  dear  Creature, 

"  For  the  love  of  God  fend  me  the  rouge  which 
<'  you  promifed  me  yefterday,  for  I  look  as  pale  as 
cc  dt-ath.  Apropos,  my  poor  dear  huiband  is  juft 
"  dead." 

This  apropos  is  very  much  like  Governor  Mifflin's 
"  I  take  this  opportunity  ;*'  and  as  fuch  1  dare  fay  it 
was  received;  for,  notwithstanding  the  wheedling 
of  His  Excellency,  the  President  refilled  to  have  any 
thing  to  do  with  the  houfe  *. 

Mr.  Pinckney. -—Reports  are  in  circulation,  that 
this  gentleman  has  been  refufed  an  audience  at  the 
court  of  the  Cut-throat  Republic. 


SATURRAY,  nth  MARCH. 

Wilmngtonians. — By  a  gentleman  juft  arrived  from 
Wilmington  (Del.)  it  is  reported,  that  General 
Wafhington  puffed  through  that  borough  yefterday, 
amidft  the  acclamations  of  the  grateful  citizens. 

If  ever  public  acclamations  were  pleaiing  to  the 
ears  of  heaven,  thofe  of  the  people  of  Wilmington, 
on  this  occafion,  were  furelylb;  for  it  is  faid  by 
Him  who  cannot  err,  that,  in  the  celeftial  manlions, 
*c  there  is  more  rejoicing  over  one  repentant  ilnner, 
"  than  over  ninety  and  nine  that  need  no  repent- 
"  awce." 

*  It  was  ridiculous  enough  to  fee  a  legiflatnre  employed  in  ex 
amining  the  correfpondence  between  a  Governor  and  a  Prefident 
on  the  fubjeft  of  letting  a  dwelling-boufc  ;  but  it  was,  if  poffible, 
flill  more  ridiculous  to  hear  the  Prefident  rejeft  the  bargain  upon 
conjl 'it ut tonal  principles.  "  I  entertain,"  fays  he,  "great  doubts 
"  whether,  by  a  candid  conftruflion  of  tbe  Conftitution,  I  am  at 
"  liberty" to  do  what  ? — To  rent  the  houfe  certainly ;  for  no 
thing  elfe  was  propofed  to  him. 
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This  Wilmington  (and  it  is  a  pity  too,  for  it  is  a 
delightful  little  place),  this  Wilmington,  in  Dela 
ware,  was  the  moil  abominable  fans-culotte  of  any 
town  in  the  whole  continent.  They  burnt  their 
Senators  and  Mr.  Jay  in  effigy;  they  caballed,  and 
harangued,  and  remonftrated  with  more  induftry  and 
virulence  than  even  the  virtuous  town  meetings  of 
Bofton  and  Philadelphia.  I  leave  any  one  to  guefs 
at  their  indefatigablenefs  in  the  caufe  of  faction, 
when  they  made  ihift  to  drag  the  old  Pennfylvania 
Farmer  to  the  field  of  oppolition,  and  to  prevail  on 
him  to  take  a  part  in  the  combat,  though  a  Quaker. 

People  wonder  at  this  fadtious  difpoiition  in  the 
Wilmingtonians,  feeing  that  they  are  rnoftly  Quakers, 
which  ufually  iignifies  men  mild,  peaceable,  and 
obedient  to  the  laws.  But  the  Quakers  of  Wilming 
ton  differ  from  all  other  Quakers  in  America  :  they 
frown  and  look  fierce,  and,  if  contradicted  in  cou- 
verfation,  not  honey,  but  wormwood,  drops  from 
their  lips  :  they  are  a  fort  of  Puritans  in  a  Quaker's 
drefs. 

Some  exceptions,  however,  muft  be  understood 
here.  Many  of  the  people,  as  well  Quakers  as 
others,  of  this  pleafant  little  town,  did  not  ftand  in 
need  of  French  fpoliations  to  render  them  friendly 
to  the  federal  government,  or  to  awaken  their  gra 
titude  towards  General  Waihington. 

From  the  Gazette  of  the  United  States. 

Department  of  State,  Philadelphia,  March  9,  1797. 
SIR, 

I  enclofe  the  copy  of  a  letter  which  I  received  the 
third  inilant,  from  the  late  Prefident  of  the  United 
States.  The  letter  itfelf  will  fatisfy  you  of  the  pro 
priety  of  its  being  publifhed.  The  original,  as  de- 
Jired,  is  depoiited  in  this  office. 

I  am,  Sir,  your  obedient  fervant, 

TIMOTHY  PICKERING. 
DEAR 
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DEAR  SIR,  Philadelphia,  3d  March,  1797. 

At  the  conclufion  of  my  public  employments,  I 
have  thought  it  expedient  to  notice  the  publication 
of  certain  forged  letters,  which  firft  appeared  in  the 
year  1777,  and  were  obtruded  upon  the  public  as 
mine.  They  are  faid  by  the  editor  to  have  been 
found  in  a  fmall  portmanteau,  that  I  had  left  in  the 
care  of  my  mulatto  fervant,  named  Billy,  who,  it 
is  pretended,  was  taken  prifoner  at  Fort  Lee  in 
1776. 

The  period  when  thefe  letters  were  firft  printed 
will  be  recollecled,  and  what  were  the  impreffions 
they  were  intended  to  produce  on  the  public  mind. 
It  was  then  fuppofed  to  be  of  fome  confequence  to 
Strike  at  the  integrity  of  the  motives  of  the  American 
commander  in  chief,  and  to  paint  his  inclinations  as 
at  variance  with  his  profeffions  and  his  duty.  Ano 
ther  crilis  in  the  affairs  of  America  having  occurred, 
the  fame  weapon  has  been  reforted  io,  to  wound  my 
character  and  deceive  the  people. 

The  letters  in  queftion  have  the  dates,  addreffes, 
and  iignatures  here  following  : 

"  New-York,  June  i2th,  1776.  To  Mr.  Lund 
Wafhington,  at  MountVernon,  Fairfax  county, 
Virginia."  «  G.  W." 

"  To  John  ParkeCuftis,  Efq.  at  the  Hon.  Bene 
dict  Calvert's,  Efq.  Mount  Airy,    Maryland." 
June  i8th,  1776."     "  George  Wafhington." 
<c  New- York,  July  8th,    1776.     To  Mr.  Lund 
Wafhington,  at  Mount  Vernon,  Fairfax  coun 
ty,  Virginia."     "  G.  W." 
"  New-York,  July  151!!,   1776.     To  Mr.  Lund 

Wafhington,  Efq.  &c."     "  G,  W." 
«c  New- York,  July  i6th,   1776.     To  Mr.  Lund 

Wafhington,  &c."     "  G.  W." 
*<  New-York,  July   226,   1776,     To  Mr.  Lund 
Wafhington,  &c."     "  G.  W, 

«  June 
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«  June   24th,    1776.      To  Mrs.  Wafhington.'* 
"  G.  W." 

At  the  time  when  thefe  letters  fir  ft  appeared,  it 
\vas  notorious  to  the  army  immediately  under  my 
command,  and  particularly  to  the  gentlemen  at 
tached  to  my  perfpn,  that  my  mulatto  man  Billy 
had  never  been  one  moment  in  the  power  of  the 
enemy.  It  is  alfo  a  facl,  that  no  part  of  my  baggage, 
or  any  of  my  attendants,  were  captured  during  the 
whole  courie  of  the  war.  Thefe  well-known  facls 
made  it  unneceffary,  during  the  war,  to  call  the 
public  attention  to  the  forgery,  by  an  exprefs  decla 
ration  of  mine :  and  a  firm  reliance  on  my  fellow- 
citizens,  and  the  abundant  proofs  they  gave  of  their 
confidence  in  me,  rendered  it  alike  unneceffary  to 
take  any  formal  notice  of  the  revival  of  the  impoft- 
tion  during  my  civil  administration.  But  as  I  cannot 
know  how  foon  a  more  ferious  event  may  fucceed  to 
that  which  will  this  day  take  place,  I  have  thought 
it  a  duty  that  I  owe  to  myfelf,  to  my  country,  and  to 
truth,  now  to  detail  the  circumltances  above  recited, 
and  to  add  my  folemn  declaration,  that  the  letters 
herein  defcribed  are  a  bafe  forgery,  and  that  I 
never- fa w  or  heard  of  them  until  they  appeared  in 
print. 

The  prefent  letter  I  commit  to  your  care,  and  de- 
fire  it  may  be  depofited  in  the  office  of  the  Depart 
ment  of  State,  as  a  teftimony  of  the  truth  to  the  pre 
fent  generation  and  to  pofterity. 

Accept,  I  pray  you,  the  lincere  efteem  and  affec 
tionate  regard  of, 

Dear  Sir, 

Your  obedient, 

GEO.  WASHINGTON, 
TIMOTHY  PICKERING,  Secretary  of  State. 


MONDAY^ 
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MONDAY,   1 3th  MARCH. 

General  Wajhington  accufed  of  Murder. — The  fol* 
lowing  moil  wicked  attempt  to  blail  the  character 
of  the  General^  is  taken  from  the  Aurora  of  this 


morning: 


MR.  BACHE, 

I  faw  in  your  la  ft  number  a  letter  figned  Geo. 
Washington,  folemnly  denying  the  authenticity  of 
certain  private  letters  dated  in  1776,  and  afcribed  to 
him.  For  the  honour  of  my  country  I  lincerely  re 
joice,  that  thofe  letters  were  not  genuine ;  but  [ 
mud  fay,  that  I  think  Mr.  Waihington  blameable  for 
not  having  earlier  noticed  the  forgery.  I  own  for 
one,  that  his  long  filence  produced  on  my  mind  dif- 
agreeable  doubts.  Others  have  felt  them,  and  I  can 
not  but  think,  that,  as  a  feryant  of  the  public,  it  was 
his  duty  immediately  to  have  removed  fuch  doubts, 
lince  it  was  in  his  power  to  do  it  fo  readily.  His 
perfonal  pride  fhould  have  been  overcome  for  the 
lake  of  his  public  duty.  The  necellity  of  public 
confidence  being  attached  to  officers  in  important 
Nations,  efpecially  in  a  government  like  ours,  fhould 
have  pointed  out  early  to  him  the  neceffity,  however 
difagreeable  the  talk  to  his  perfonal  feelings,  of  ftep- 
ping  forward  with  a  public  denial  of  the  unworthy 
ientiments  attributed  to  him  in  thofe  ipurious  letters. 

Since  he  has  prevailed  upon  himfelf  to  break  the 
ice,  there  is  another  fubjecl  on  which  the  public  mind, 
I  think,  fhould  receive  fome  light.  I  have  not 
known  it  lately  to  be  a  matter  of  public  difcuffion, 
but  it  has  been  frequently  brought  forward  in  private 
converfations,  and  I  never  could  find  any  one  capa 
ble  of  giving  a  fatisfaclory  explanation  ;  and  proba 
bly,  from  the -old  date  of  this  tranfaclion  (1754), 
Mr.  Waihington  may  be  the  only  perfon  capable  of 
giving  an  eclaircifement. 

Theaccufation  in  quefiion  is  i:olefs,  than  having, 

while 
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while  commanding  a  party  of  American  troops,  fired 
on  a  flag  of  truce  ;  killed  the  officer  in  the  act  of 
reading  a  fummons  under  the  fanction  of  fuch  a 
flag;  of  having  attempted  to  vindicate  the  act,  and 
yet,  of  having  iigned  a  capitulation,  in  which  the 
killing  of  that  officer  and  his  men  was  acknowledged 
as  an  act  of  affafli nation. 

The  charge  is  of  fo  ferious  a  nature ;  firing  on  a 
flag  of  truce  fo  unprecedented  an  act,  even  in  favage 
warfare  ;  and  ligning  an  acknowledgment  of  having 
been  guilty  of  aflaflination  fo  degrading  to  a  man, 
and  more  efpecially  to  a  military  man,  that  I  feel 
confident,  there  muft  have  been  fome  egregious 
miflatement  in  the  account  given  of  the  bufinefs.  I 
have  imagined  this  alib  muft  be  Tome  forgery,  or 
that  Major  George  Wafhington  who  was  taken  at 
Fort  Neceffity  in  1754,  could  not  be  the  fame  per- 
fon  as  George  Wafhington,  late  Prefident  of  the 
United  States. 

The  tranfaction  alluded  to  is  recorded  in  a  pam 
phlet  published  here  in  the  year  1757,  purporting  to 
be  the  tranflation  of  a  <c  Memorial  containing  a 
fummary  View  of  Facts,  with  their  Authorities,  in 
anfwer  to  the  Obfervations  fent  by  the  Englifh  Mi- 
jiiflry  to  the  Courts  of  Europe." 

Mr.  Wafhington  can  fettle  every  doubt  upon  this 
fubject,  by  declaring  whether  this  Memorial  was  a 
forgery  :  whether  the  Journal  it  contains,  purport 
ing  to  be  his  Journal,  and  efpecially  the  capitulation, 
acknowledging  the  killing  of  Mr.  Jumonville  and 
his  men,  to  have  been  an  act  of  affaflination,  were 
papers  forged  to  anfwer  the  purpofes  of  the  French 
court ;  or  whether  he  is  the  Major  Wafhingtoa 
there  alluded  to. 

T.  T.  L. 

Remarks  on  the  above. — The  Aurora,  which  begins 
now  to  be  pretty  generally,  and  not  improperly, 

termed 
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termed  the  Infernal  Gazette,  had  before  a  ecu  fed 
General  Wafhington  of  every  crime,  lave  that  of 
murder ;  and,  as  love  always  treasures  up  its  ten 
dered  carefTes,  fo  it  feems  hatred  referves  its  mod 
malicious  aiperiions,  for  the  moment  of  a  farewell. 

The  General,  in  his  very  firfl  fpeech  to  Congrefs, 
hinted  that  he  was  aware  of  the  flanders  to  which 
his  lit  nation  would  expofe  him  ;  but,  I  believe,  pre 
pared  as  he  was  for  the  bite  of  ingratitude,  he  little 
imagined  that  he  fhould  at  laft  retire  to  his  fields 
with  the  characler  of  a  murderer  !  I  fhall  not  Itop 
to  admire  the  indefatigable  malice  that  could  lead  a 
man  forty-three  years  back  to  fearch  for  this  fubject 
of  calumny  ;  nor  fhall  I  inquire,  at  prefent,  whe 
ther  Frenchmen  or  Frenchmen's  ghoits  are  to  haunt 
us  for  everlafting.  Murder  is  ever  murder  ;  and. 
whether  of  recent  or  ancient  date,  whether  com 
mitted  on  the  body  of  a  Chriftian,  a  Jew,  or  a 
Frenchman,  it  ought  to  come  to  light. 

Happily  we  have  written  evidence  to  appeal  to. 
If  it  appear  that  the  charge  is  well  founded,  we 
muft  give  the  criminal  up  to  the  juft  cenfure  of  the 
world  ;  but,  on  the  other  hand,  if*it  fhould  appear 
to  be  (as  I  am  confcious  it  will)  a  bafe  cut-throat 
accufation,  intended  merely  to  embitter  the  remainder 
of  the  life  of  General  Walhington,  what  execration, 
what  difgrace,  what  mifery  and  torment,  is  due  to 
the  wretch  who  has  dared  to  bring  it  forward  ! 

Previous  to  the  year  1754,  there  had  been  conti 
nual  difputes  between  England  and  France  relative 
to  the  boundaries  of  their  poffeffions.  lying  in  what  is 
now  called  the  weflern  countries  of  the  United 
States.  It  would  be  foreign  to  our  prefent  purpole 
to  dwell  on  the  merits  of  thefe  difputes,  which  the 
improvidence  of  the  peace  of  Aix-la-Chapelle  left  an 
opening  to  ;  it  is  fufficient  to  remark,  that  they  pro 
duced  a  war  in  America,  in  which  the  Englifh  were 
generally  unfuccefsfuU  Seeing  that  nothing  was  to 

be 
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be  done  with  the  enemy  by  confining  the  war  to  the 
continent  of  America,  the  King  of  England  refolved 
on  hoftilities  by  lea  alto,  where  fuccefs  was  certain. 
Several  French  veffels  were  feized,  without  the  for 
mality  of  a  declaration  of  war,  the  king  inlifting 
that  the  French  had  already  begun  making  war  on 
him  in  America.  The  French  made  a  demand  of 
their  veffels,  as  property  feized  in  time  of  profound 
peace ;  to  this  the  Englim  gave  a  refufal,  accompa 
nied  with  certain  obfervations,  which  were  addreffed 
to  the  different  courts  of  Europe.  Thefe  obferva 
tions  were  anfvvered  by  the  French  in  a  memorial, 
likewife  addreffed  to  the  courts  of  Eurojpe  ;  and  it  is 
this  memorial  to  which  the  induitrious  correlpondent 
of  the  patriotic  Mr.  Bache  is  indebted  for  his  charge 
of  aflaflination. 

Such  is  the  fource  of  information  to  which  we  are 
now  going  to  apply.  It  reprefents  Monfieur  de  Can- 
tiecceur  commandant  of  a  detachment  of  French 
troops  employed  in  the  conftruction  of  Fort  du 
Queihe.  Here  he  "  was  informed/'  fays  the  Me 
morial,  "  that  a  conliderable  body  of  forces  was 
marching  towards  him,  Hereupon  he  charged  M. 
de  Jumonville  with  a  written  fumrnons,  in  form  of 
a  letter,  direcled  to  the  firfl  Engliili  officer  he  fhould 
meet :  it  was  dated  23d  of  May,  1754.  He  affured 
the  Englifn  that  no  violence  would  be  offered 
them,  and  defircd  the  Englifh  commander  to  return 
his  anfwer  by  M.  de  Jumonville,  &c.  This  latter 
fet  out  with  an  efcort  of  thirty  men,  and  the  next 
morning  found  himfelf  furrounded  by  a  number  of 
Englifh  and  Indians.  The  Englifh  quickly  fired 
two  vollies,  which  killed  fome  foldiers.  M.  de 
Jumonville  made  a  fign  that  he  had  a  letter  from 
his  commander  ;  hereupon  the  fire  ceafed,  and  they 
furrounded  the  French  officer  to  hear  it.  He  im 
mediately  ordered  the  fummons  to  be  r&ad,  and  as  it 
was  reading  the  fecond  time,  the  Euglifh.  (for  fo 
4  the 
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the  Americans  were  then  called)  affaflinatcd 
and  made  his  men  prifoners  of  war." 

There  is  fornething  fo  abfurd,  fo  completely  felf- 
contradictory,  fo  impoffible,  in  this  account,  that  it 
is  hardly  neceffary  to  oppofe  it  by  the  journal  of 
Major  Wafhington,  whom,  as  commander  of  the 
Englifh,  the  Memorial  treats  as  an  aflaffin.  I  quote 
this  journal,  however,  with  pleafure,  becauie  it 
recalls  us  back  to  times  when  Frenchmen  were 
looked  upon  in  their  true  light : 

"  About  eight  at  night  I  received  an  exprefs 
from  the  Half  King,  which  informed  me,  that,  as  he 
was  coming  to  join  us,  he  had  feen  along  the  road 
the  tracks  of  two  men,  which  he  had  followed,  till 
he  was  brought  thereby  to  a  low  obfcure  place  ;  that 
he  was  of  opinion  the  whole  party  of  the  French 
was  hidden  there.  That  very  moment  J  fent  out 
forty  men,  and  ordered  my  ammunition  to  be  put  in 
a  place  of  fafety,  under  a  ftrong  guard  to  defend  it> 
fearing  it  to  be  a  ftratagem  of  the  French  to  attack 
our  camp  ;  and  with  the  reft  of  my  men  fet  out  in  a 
heavy  rain,  and  in  a  night  as  dark  as  pitch,  along  a 
path  fcarce  broad  enough  for  one  man ;  we  were 
fometimes  fifteen  or  twenty  minutes  out  of  the  path 
before  we  could  come  to  it  again,  and  fo  dark,  that 
we  would  often  ftrike  one  againft  another  :  all  night 
"long  we  continued  our  route,  and  the  a8th  about  fun- 
rife  we  arrived  at  the  Indian  camp,  where,  after 
having  held  a  council  with  the  Half  King,  it  was 
concluded  we  fhould  fall  on  them  together;  fo  we 
fent  out  two  men  to  difcover  where  they  were,  as 
alfo  their  pofture,  and  what  fort  of  ground  was 
thereabout  ;  after  which,  we  formed  ourfelves  for  an 
engagement,  marching  one  after  the'  other,  in  the 
Indian  manner:  we  were  advanced  pretty  near  to 
them,  as  we  thought,  when  they  difcovered  us  ; 
whereupon  I  ordered  my  company  to  fire  ;  mine  was 
fupported  by  that  of  Mr.  Wager's,  and  my  company 

and 


MARCH,  1797.  49 

and  his  received  the  whole  fire  of  the  French,  during 
the  greateit  part  of  the  adion,  which  only  la  Red  a 
quarter  of  an  hour,  before  the  enemy  was  routed. 

"  We  killed  M.  de  Jumonville,  the  commander  bf 
that  party,  as  alfo  nine  others  ;  we  wounded  one, 
and  made  twenty- one  priibners,  among  whom  were 
M.  la  Force,  M.  Drouillon,  and  two  cadets.  After 
this  I  marched  on  with  the  prifoners  ;  they  informed 
me  that  they  had  been  fent  with  a  furnmons  to  order 
me  to  depart.  A  plaufible  pretence  to  difcover  our 
camp,  and  to  obtain  the  knowledge  of  our  forces  and 
our  lit  nation  !  It  was  fo  clear  that  they  were  come 
to  reconnoitre  what  we  were,  that  I  admired  at  their 
affurance,  when  they  told  me  they  were  come  as  an 
embalTy  ;  for  their  inftrudtions  mentioned  that  they 
fhould  get  what  knowledge  they  could  of  the  roads, 
rivers,  and  of  all  the  country  as  far  as  Potowmack ; 
and  infread  of  coming  as  ambaffadors  publicly,  and 
in  an  open  manner,  they  came  fecretly,  and  fought 
after  the  molt  hidden  retreats,  more  like  deferters 
than  ambafladors :  in  fuch  retreats  they  encamped, 
and  remained  hid  for  whole  days  together,  and  that 
no  more  than  five  miles  from  us  :  from  thence  they 
fent  fpies  to  reconnoitre  our  camp  :  after  this  was 
done,  they  went  back  two  miles,  from  whence  they 
fent  the  two  meifengers  fpoken  of  in  the  inilruclions, 
to  acquaint  M.  de  Cantiecceur  of  the  place  we  were 
at,  and  of  our  difpolition,  that  he  might  fend  his 
detachments  to  enforce  the  fummons  as  foon  as  it 
fhould  be  given. 

"  Belides,  an  ambaflador  has  princely  attendants  :. 
whereas  this  was  only  a  limple  petty  French  officer. 
An  ambaifador  has  no  need  of  fpies,  his  character 
being  always  facred  :  and  feeing  their  intention  was 
fo  good,  why  did  they  tarry  two  days,  at  five  miles 
di fiance  from  us,  without  acquainting  me  with  the 
fumrnons,  or,  at  lead,  with  fomething  that  related 
to  the  embalfy  ?  That  alone  would  be  furricient  to 

VOL.  v*  B  raife 


50  GAZETTE  SELECTIONS. 

raife  thegreateft  fufpicions,  and  we  ought  to  do  them 
the  jufticeto  fay,  that  as  they  wanted  to  hide  them- 
ielves,  they  could  not  pick  out  better  places  than 
they  had  done. 

"  The  fummons  was  fo  infolent,  and  favoured  of 
the  gafconade  fo  much,  that  if  it  had  been  brought 
openly  by  two  men,  it  would  have  been  an  im 
mediate  indulgence  to  have  fuffered  them  to  return. 

"  It  was  the  opinion  of  the  Half  King  in  this  cafe, 
that  their  intentions  were  evil,  and  that  it  was  a 
pure  pretence  ;  that  they  never  intended  to  come  to 
us  but  as  enemies  ;  and  if  we  had  been  fuch  fools  as 
to  let  them  go,  they  would  never  help  us  any  more 
to  take  other  Frenchmen. 

66  They  fay,  they  called  to  us  as  foon  as  they  had 
diicovered  us  ;  which  is  an  abfolute  falfehood,  for  I 
was  then  marching  at  the  head  of  the  company 
going  towards  them,  and  can  positively  affirm, 
that  when  they  firit  faw  us,  they  ran  to  their  arms 
without  calling;  as  I  mud  have  heard  them,  had 
they  fo  done." 

And  thus  the  affaffination  flory  is  completely 
done  away.  Pretty  ambaiTadors  truly,  armed  with 
fufils  and  fcalping  knives  !  Almoft  as  bad  as  the 
French  ambaffadors  of  the  prefent  day. 

But  we  are  told  by  Bache's  correspondent,  who  is 
certainly  fome  Frenchman,  that  Mr.  Wafhington 
himfelf  afterwards  acknowledged  the  affaffination, 
in  an  inftrument  that  he  iigned  at  Fort  Neceffity. 
We  fhall  fee  that  this  is  as  impudent  a  falfehood  as 
ever  found  its  way  to  the  public  (even  through  the 
foul  channel  of  the  Aurora),  when  we  come  to  exa 
mine  the  paper  referred  to. 

Bache's  correfpondent  was  well  aware,  that  the 
journal,  juft  quoted,  would  do  away  any  evil  im- 
preffion  that  might  be  made  by  an  extract  from  the 
lying  Memorial  of  the  court  of  France.  For  this 
reafon  it  was  thought  neceffary  to  conftrue  Mr. 

Wafhington's 
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Wafhington's  iigning  of  a  capitulation,   in  which 

the  death  of  Jumonville  is  called  an  aifaffination, 

into  an  acknowledgment  of  the  truth  of  the  charge. 

The  following  is  the  capitulation  alluded  to — 

CAPITULATION 

Granted  Ij  Mr.  de  Jolliers.,  Captain  and  Commander  of 

his  Majeftys  Troops,  to  tlwfe  Rnglijh  Troops  atlually 

in  Fort  Necejfity. 

Juiy  the  3^  1754,  at  eight  o'clock  at  night. 

As  our  intentions  have  ever  been  not  to  trouble 
the  peace  and  good  harmony  fubfifting  between  the 
two  princes  in  amity,  but  only  to  revenge  the  ajfajjln- 
aiion  committed  on  one  of  our  officers,  bearer  of  a 
fummons,  as  alfo  on  his  efcort,  and  to  hinder  any 
eftablifhment  on  the  lands  of  the  dominions  of  the 
king  my  rnafter  :  upon  thefe  confi  derations,  we  arc 
willing  to  fhow  favour  to  all  the  Engliih  who  are  in 
the  faid  fort,  on  the  following  conditions,  viz. 

Artie  le  I,  We  grant  leave  to  the  Englifh  com^ 
mander  to  retire  with  all  his  garri&u,  and  to 
turn  peaceably  into  his  own  country  ;  and  promife 
to  hinder  his  receiving  any  intuit  from  us  French  ; 
and  to  reflrain,  as  much  as  ihall  be  in -our  power, 
the  Indians  that  are  with  us. 

II.  It  fhall  be  permitted  him  to  go  out,  and  carry 
with  him  all  that  belongs  to  the  Engliih,  except  the 
artillery,  which  we  referve. 

III.  That  we  will  allow  them  the  honours  of  war  ; 
that  they  march  out  with  drums  beating,  and  one 
fwivel  gun,  being  willing  thereby  to  convince  them, 
that  we  treat  them  as  friends. 

IV.  That  as  foon  as  the  articles  are  figned  by  both 
parties,  the  Englifh  colours  flialt  be  {truck. 

V.  That  to-morrow,  at  break  of  day,   a  detach 
ment  of  French  ihall  go  and  make  the  garrifon  file 
off,  and  take  pofleflion  of  the  fort. 

VI.  As  the  Englifh  have  but  few  oxen  or  horfes 
left,  they  are  at  liberty  to  hide  their  effects,  and 'to 
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come  again,  and  fearch  for  them,  when  they  have  a 
number  of  horfes  fufficient  to  carry  them  off;  and 
that  for  this  end,  they  may  have  what  guards  they 
pleafe  ;  on  condition  that  they  give  their  word  of 
honour,  to  work  no  more  upon  any  buildings  in  this 
place,  or  any  part  on  this  lide  of  the  mountains. 

VII.  And  as  the  Engliih  have  in  their  power  one 
officer,  two  cadets,  and  moir  of  the  prifoners  made 
at  the  affajjlnation  of  M.  de  Jumonville,  and  promife 
to  fend  them  back  with  a  fafe  guard  to  Fort  du 
Quefne,  lituate  on  the  Ohio  :  for  furety  of  their 
performing  this  article  as  well  as  this  treaty,  M. 
Jacob  Vambrane  and  Robert  Stobo,  both  captains, 
fhall  be  delivered  to  us  as  hoftages,  till  the  arrival  of 
our  French  and  Canadians  above  mentioned.  We 
oblige  ourfelves  on  our  lide,  to  give  an  efcort  to 
return  thefe  two  officers  in  fafety  ;  and  expect  to 
have  our  French  in  two  months  and  a  half  at  far 
ther!.  A  duplicate  of  this  being  fixed  upon  one  of 
the  pofts  of  our  blockade^  the  day  and  year  above 
mentioned. 


rjAMES  MACKAY, 
<  G. 


Signed  <  G.  WASHINGTON, 
tCouLON  VILLIERS. 


Now  I  fhall  not,  plead  the  danger  in  which  the 
Engliih  were,  the  impoffibility  of  further  refinance, 
the  hurry  and  confufion  in  which  this  fcroll  muft 
have  been  iigned,  added  to  the  circumfTance  of  its 
being  in  a  language,  that  perhaps  neither  Major 
Washington  nor  any  of  his  people  perfectly  under- 
flood  :  I  fhall  wave  all  thefe  coniiderations,  and 
fhall  ftill  infill,  that  here  is  no  acknowledgment  of 
having  committed  the  crime  of  affair!  nation. 

The  articles  iigned  by  Major  Washington  do 
indeed  affect  to  call  the  death  of  Jumonville  fo,  but 
who  is  it  that  gives  it  this  name  ?  The  perfons  who 
impofe  the  terms  of  capitulation,  and  not  thofe  who 

accept 
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accept  them.  The  French  commandant  drew  them 
up  ;  and  though  he  fpeaks  all  along  in  the  firft  perfon 
plural,  which  feems  to  imply  that  all 'thofe  who 
figncd  participated  in  the  draught,  yet  it  is  clear  that 
no  one  hut  hirnillf  had  any  thing  to  do  with  it,  and 
that  the  ufe  of  the  plural  pronoun  we,  and  its  corre- 
fpondent  ones,  was  in  conformity  to  a  vain  cuflom 
only. 

A  writing  in  the  firft  perfon  plural  makes  all  thofe 
who  iign  it  refponfible  for  the  whole,  or  for  none  of 
its  contents  ;  makes  them  the  fpeakcrs  of  every  word 
in  it,  or  of  no  word  at  all.  If  then,  Major  Walh- 
ington  and  Mr.  Mackay  are  to  be  looked  upon  as 
the  fpeakers  in  this  capitulation,  what  are  we  to 
make  of  their  faying:  "  As  our  intentions  are  only 
to  revenge  the  ajjajfination,  &c." — Again  ;  "  We  grant 

to  the  Engli/h" "  We  allow  the  honours  of  war, 

&c "  Do  Major  Wafhington  and  his  brother 
officers  fay  this  ?  And  if  Major  Wafhington  does 
not  fay  this,  why  is  he  to  be  looked  upon  as  the 
fpeaker  of  a  particular  word  of  it  ? 

The  fadt  is,  the  figning  of  a  paper  like  this  can 
never  be  conflrued  to  extend  any  further  than  to 
an  acceptance  of  the  terms  impofed,  and  by  no  means 
renders  thofe  who  accept  them  anfwerable  for  the 
phrafeology  in  which  thofe  terms  are  exprefied.  If 
the  Frenchmen  chofe  to  call  the  killing  of  Jumon- 
yille  murder,  or  aflaffination,  that  was  nothing  to 
the  perfons  with  whom  he  was  treating,  fo  long  as 
it  made  no  difference  in  the  terms  of  capitulation, 
which  would  have  been  the  cafe  had  they  formally 
acknowledged  the  juftice  of  the  charge.  Had  there 
been  an  article,  indeed,  by  which  the  murder  of  Ju- 
monville  was  acknowledged,  then  the  perfons  who 
ligned  might  have  been  juftly  faid  to  have  confeffed 
their  crime  ;  but  in  the  prefent  cafe  the  pretended 
crime  is  introduced  only  by  way  of  apology  for  the 
proceedings  of  him  who  draws  up  the  inftrument ; 
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no  compenfation,  no  retaliation,  no  fatisfa$ion 
whatever,  is  ft  ipulated  for,  or  even  hinted  at  ;  in 
fhort,  the  crime,  which  the  victor  aiferts  that  he  is 
exprefsly  come  to  revenge,  forms  no  part  of  the 
capitulation,  and  therefore  is  not  acknowledged  by 
the  parties  who  ligned  that  capitulation. 

The  motives  of  the  court  of  France  in  bringing 
forward  this  charge,  fhall  next  be  noticed. 

The  French,  for  a  year  or  two  preceding  the  time 
when.  Jumonville  was  killed,  had  been  encroaching 
on  the  weitern  part  of  the  Englifh  territory,  and  all 
under  the  moft  folemn  profeilions  of  a  pacific  difpo- 
iition.  We  have  feen  a  French  commandant  con- 
ftrudling  Fort  da  Quefne  (now  Fort  Pitt).  Their 
Indians  made  mcutiions  into  the  very  heart  of  the 
Englifh  provinces :  in  Pennsylvania  they  fcalped 
people  at  Lancafter,  no  more  than  lixty  miles  from 
Philadelphia. 

Still,  however,  war  was  far  from  their  wifhes. 
They  had  too  lately  felt  the  power  of  Great  Britain 
by  fea  ;  and,  in  cafe  of  a  war,  it  was  of  the  greateil 
importance  to  them  to  throw  the  firji  aggreffion,  the 
frjl  aft  ofhoftilirieS)  on  the  enemy.  When,  therefore, 
the  commandant  on  the  Ohio  learned  that  the  Go 
vernors  of  Pennfylvania  and  Virginia  had  raifed  a 
force  and  fent  it  to  the  frontiers,  in  order  to  put  a 
flop  to  their  favage  inroads ;  when  he  found  that  he 
had  to  contend  with  foldiers  in  place  of  fcattered  in 
habitants,  he  detached  Jumonville  with  a  imall 
party  to  difcover  their  polition,  ftrength,  &c.  It  he 
fucceeded,  it  was  well ;  if  not,  if  he  was  taken,  he 
was  an  ambciffador,  the  bearer  of  afummons.  Curious 
invention  !  When  men  are  fent  with  a  fummons^ 
they  bear  a  flag  of  truce  ;  but  this  would  have  been 
acknowledging  a  flate  of  warfare,  and  that  was  not  a 
flate  the  French  iighed  after.  Their  blood-hounds 
in  America  in  thofe  days  were  juft  what  their  blood- 
Jiounds  now  are  in  Europe.  They  hold  it  juft  they 
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Should  have  the  privilege  of  making  war  on  their 
neighbours,  of  fending  their  fpies  (or  ambaliadors), 
into  every  country  in  the  world  ;  raife  infurredions, 
hire  incendiaries  and  atfailins  by  thoufands ;  but  if 
the  injured  nation  takes  up  arms  to  avenge  itfclf, 
or  adopts  any  efficacious  meafure  to  drive  the  mif- 
creant  and  bloody  race  from  its  bofom,  they  begin 
to  cry  Murder!  and  call  on  the  univerfe  to  afliil  them 
again  ft  their  oppreffors. 

As  it  happened,  .the  ambaffador^  Jumonville,  did 
not  fucceed.  He  was  found  with  arms  in  his  hands, 
was  attacked  and  killed  in  the  field  of  battle,  and 
with  the  weapons  of  honourable  war.  This  brought 
things  to  a  point :  the  French  commandant  was 
obliged  cither  to  acknowledge  the  hofiile  intentions 
of  Jumonville's  errand,  or  to  reprefent  his  death  as 
an  affaffination. 

Still  actuated  by  the  fame  policy,  Villiers,  who 
took  Fort  Neceflity,  as  we  have  feen  above,  artfully 
fays  in  the  capitulation,  that  he  is  not  come  to  make 
war,  but  merely  "  to  revenge  the  ajfajfination,  &c." 
The  fort  was  taken,  the  horfes,  and  cattle,  and 
cannon  feized,  and  yet  this  Frenchman  was  not 
making  war !  He  was  only  come  "  to  revenge  an 
ajfaffination  r  The  iincerity  of  this  declaration  will 
be  feen  in  a  moment. 

When  men  are  expreffly  fent  to  revenge  a  mur 
der,  they  generally  do  revenge  it,  and  that  too  by 
taking  the  life  of  the  murderer,  if  he  falls  into  their 
hands.  How  did  it  happen,  then,  that  the  aven 
gers  of  Jumonville  never  thought  of  demanding  Mr. 
Washington  ?  This,  one  would  naturally  fuppoie, 
would  have  been  the  firft  condition  they  would  have 
offered  to  the  belieged,  and  one  that  they  would 
never  have  departed  from  ;  -yet  was  this  fo  far  from 
being  the  cafe,  that  Mr.  Washington  was  fuifered 
to  march  out  with  the  honours  of  war,  when  they 
had  it  in  their  power  to  impofe  whatever  conditions 
they  pleafed,  and  they  humanely  confined  their 
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vengeance  to  the  horfes,  oxen,  and  cannon,  found 
in  the  fort. 

Sach  mercy  and  forbearance  in  any  Frenchman, 
when  triumphant,  mufl  naturally  feem  incredible ; 
what,  then,  will  the  reader  think  of  it,  when  he  is 
told,  that  the  Frenchman  who  took  Fort  Neceffity, 
Coulon  Villiers,  was  the  brother  of  Jumonville  ? 
Will  he,  can  he  believe,  that  a  man,  who  was  fent 
exprefsly,  by  his  fuperior  officer,  to  inflict  vengeance, 
on  the  alTaffin  of  his  brother ;.  who  attacked  a 
fort,  loft  many  lives,  and  hazarded  his  own, 
to  come  at  him  ;  can  any  one  believe,  that  this  en 
raged  brother  (a  Frenchman  too)  would,  when  he 
law  the  aifallin  within  his  grafp,  have  fuffered  him 
quietly  to  depart,  without  fo  much  as  afking  pardon 
for  the  heinous  deed  ?  No ;  he  would  have  re 
taliated  on  him,  the  moment  he  was  poffeiTed  of 
him  ;  the  firfl  tree  would  have  been  his  gallows,  if 
the  impatience  of  the  victor  would  have  fuffered 
him  to  delay  his  death,  in  order  to  render  it  the 
more  ignoble. 

This  circumftance  alone  is  a  clear  and  undeniable 
proof,  that  Villiers  knew  that  his  brother  had  not 
been  affaffinated,  and  that  the  word  affaffiiationwas 
introduced  into  the  capitulation  merely  as  an  ex- 
cufe  for  attacking  thole,  with  whom  the  befieger 
wifhed  the  world  to  believe  he  was  not  at  war. 


WEDNESDAY,   ijth  MARCH. 

Wilcoch  to  Adet. — Sir,  you  fent  a  certain  French 
general  to  explore  the  weilern  part  of  the  United 
States ;  the  counties  of  Pennsylvania  beyond  the 
Alleghaiiy  ;  Kentucky  ;  the  country  along  the  Ohio 
to  the  Miffifippi.  You  inftructed  him,  in  writing, 
to  tell  the  people  that  Louiiiana  would  probably  be 
furrrridered  to  the  French.  YOU  inftructed  thivs 
general  (I  could  tell  his  name)  to  found  the  dif- 
polltion  of  the  people  about  a  fefaratioa  from  the 

United 
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United  States,  and  an  union  'with  Lomfiana.  You 
inftructed  him  to  perfuacle  them,  that  the  Atlantic 
States  were,  in  their  interefts,  prejudices,  and  inclina 
tions,  Englijk:  that  the  intereftof  the  weftern  people 
made  them  French.  Sir,  you  inftrucled  this  general 
to  found  the  difpofition  of  the  people  with  regard 
to  a  Preiident  for  the  United  States,  and  to  promote 
ihe  election  of  Mr.  Jefferfon!  You  alfo  de fired 
him  to  obferve  the  country,  as  to  military  purpofes, 
ftate  of  fortifications,  &c.  And  laftly,  Sir,  this 
fame  general  was  furnifhed  with  money,  to  be  em 
ployed  in  accomplifhing  the  objecls  of  his  miffion. 

You  may  not  have  known  that  this  general  was 
detecled  in  promoting  the  very  bulinefs  you  fent  him 
on;  but  I  have  fat  is  factory  reafon  to  know,  and  be* 
lieve,  he  was  detecled. 

You  may  wonder  how  I  came  by  my  knowledge, 
and  I  am  forry  that  I  may  not  at  this  time  difcloleir. 
But  I  fancy,  if  you  recur  to  your  files,  you  will  be 
convinced  you  do  not  hear  without  authority,  from 

March  9.  WM.  WILCOCKS. 

I  think  Mr.  Wilcocks  has  given  us  here  a  pretty 
fair  fample  of  French  fraternity.  The  facls  he  has 
brought  forward  are  certainly  of  great  importance 
now,  but  they  ought  to  have  been  laid  before  the 
people  of  the  United  States  long  ago,  for  they  muft 
have  been  very  long  in  the  poiTeffion  of  thofe  whofe 
duty  as  well  as  intereft  demand  the  communication. 

The  expedition  of  the  French  general  to  whom 
Mr.  Wiicocks  alludes,  is  not  fuch  a  fecret  as  he 
feems  to  imagine.  When  he  was  on  his  journey 
weft  ward,  he  got  into  difpnte,  with  fome  perfons  in 
the  ftage,  about  the  Britifh  treaty,  which  had  juft 
then  been  ratified.  The  difpute  grew  warm ;  the 
prudence,  which  the  nature  of  the  Frenchman's 
miffion  impofed  on  him,  gave  way  to  his  uncon 
trollable  vanity  and  infolence;  and  he  fwore,  that 
4  he 
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he  hoped,  in  a  few  years,  to  return  with  an  army,, 
and  lay  the  city  of  Philadelphia  in  aihes  ! 

This  is,  I  believe,  the  only  country  on  earth, 
where  fiich  a  declaration  would  have  gone  un- 
puniihedv  Let  not  a  cold  infenfibility  to  outrages 
©f  this  nature  he  called  magnanimity ;  it  is  no  fuch 
thing,  it  is  rather  a  proof  of  a  total  want  of  public 
fpirit,  without  which  no  nation  ever  did,  or  ever 
-will,  long  preferve  its  liberty  and  independence. 
Thofe  who  can  hear  their  country  flandered  and 
menaced,  infulted  and  degraded,  without  relenting 
the  injury  as  done  to  themfelves,  will  patiently  ful 
ler  an  hoitile  army  to  invade  it,  without  drawing  a 
fword  in  its  defence. 


War  with  France,  and  an  Alliance  with  Great  Bri 
tain  vroftfed  by  a  Correfpondent. — After  Mr.  Bache 
and  his  correspondents  have  laboured  for  more  than 
three  years  pail,  by  degrading  the  government  of 
this  country,  as  far  as  they  have  been  able,  to  draw 
©n  us  the  arms  of  a  rapacious  enemy,  it  is  ex 
tremely  provoking  they  ihould  affect  furprife  at  the 
idea  of  our  leeking  redrefs  by  the  only  means  left  in 
our  power.  Shall  we  continue  to  fubmit  patiently  to 
the  infults  and  robberies  of  the  French,  until  we  have 
loot  a  failor  left  to  navigate  our  velfels,  nor  a  dollar  to 
freight  them,  rather  than  recur  to  a  lawful  defence, 
and  a  natural  alliance?  Honour,  iritereil,  fafety,  all 
point  to  means  of  defence  ;  and  ihall  we  be  deterred 
from  uiing  them,  by  the  clamours  of  a  faction  ir* 
the  pay  of  our  enemies  ?  If  this  faction  has  interefl 
enough  with  the  Executive  Directory,  to  perfuade 
them  to- make  compenfation  for  what  they  have  al 
ready  taken  by  force  and  by  fraud,  and  to  recall  their 
execrable  decrees  againft  the  United  States,  it  will 
be  wifely  done  to  exert  it.  We  are  averfe  from 
war ;  peace  is  moft  agreeable  to  our  intereft  as  well 
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as  inclination  :  but  let  them  ceafe  to  flatter  them- 
felvcs  or  their  French  matters  with  a  hope  that  we 
will  much  longer  bear  or  forbear.  Is  there  a  lingk 
American  who  has  the  lead  refpecl  for  the  honour  or 
welfare  of  his  country,  that  will  heiitate  a  moment 
to  "  declare  war  againft  France,  and  form  a  treaty 
"  of  alliance  ofienfive  and  defeniive  with  Great 
(i  Britain,"  ra'her  than  continue  any  longer  to  be  a 
butt  for  the  infolence,  and  a  prey  to  the  rapacity  of 
the  French  Republic  ?  What  is  there  in  the  name  of 
a  republic,  or  of  allies  (and  nothing  but  the  names 
of  either  exift),  that  can  warrant  robbery,  perfidy, 
and  infults  on  her  part,  or  fuch  fervile  fubmiilion  on 
ours  ?  Or  what  is  there  in  the  name  of  monarchy  or 
Great  Britain,  that  fliall  deter  us  from  uniting  with 
her  in  arms,  to  obtain  jutiice,  when  all  other  means 
have  failed  ?  Names  have  amufed  and  deceived  the 
honefl  unfufpecling  Americans  long  enough  :  the 
charm  is  diilblved  ;  the  French  themfelves  have 
broken  it  ;  and  we  are  now  compelled,  by  provoca 
tions  without  meafure,  to  vindicate  our  own  dignity, 
and  to  endeavour  to  obtain  compenfation  for  our 
plundered  property. 

To  Tredwell  Jackfon,  Hangman  to  the  Democratic 
Society  of  New-York. — CITIZEN,  Your  having  been 
appointed  to  burn  rny  Gazette,  a  paper  that  your 
ibciety  had  formally  condemned;  I  can  look  upon 
you  in  no  other  light  than  that  of  their  Jack  Ketch 
extraordinary.  You  will,  undoubtedly,  look  upon 
this  as  a  compliment,  1ince,  as  you  well  know,  your 
fellow-labourers,  the  guilloiiners  of  France,  have 
been  honoured  with  an  honourable  title,  and  that 
their  employment  is  one  of  the  moil  important  in 
that  free  and  happy  republic. 

They  tell  me  you  have  fomething  to  do  in  the 
infurance  offices ;  I  hope,  therefore,  that  the  drub 
bing  which  the  burning  of  my  Gazette  brought  on 

you, 
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you,  will  induce  you  to  enfure  your  hide  and  bones. 
Should  you  take  a  jaunt  to  Philadelphia,  fuch  a 
precaution  will  be  particularly  necerTary.  P.  P. 

Lord  Malmjbury.  —  This  day  news  is  received  of 
his  having  been  ordered  to  quit  Paris. 

Mr.  Pincfoiey.—lt  is  reported  that  this  gentleman 
has  been  refuted  an  audience  at  Paris. 

Spain.  —  The  war,  in  conjunction  with  the  French 
infidels,  is  faid  to  be  very  unpopular. 

NOTICE 

To  enterpriling  Traders,  Gentlemen  of  Genius, 


Jujl  arrived  from  the  Manufactory  at  WaJJiington  City, 
and  fit  for  immediate  Ufe,  a  large  and  general  Ajfort- 
ment  of 

NOTES    AND    ENGAGEMENTS 

Of  a  very  fuperior  Quality,  bearing  the  following 
dates,  viz. 

Sundry  notes  and  engagements  due  3^18  months 
pan:; 

Ditto,  ditto,  due  next  term  ; 

Ditto,  ditto,  payable  in  the  mil 

lennium,  with  a  collateral  fecimty  of  the 
chance  of  a  fifth  mortgage  on  forne  valuable 

NEW   DISCOVERIES  ; 

all  of  which  will  be  peremptorily  fold  for  cafh,  and  a 
reafonable  allowance  made  to  thofe  who  buy  to  fell 
again. 

TOUCH  HALF  THE  RFADY  &  Co. 

South  corner  of  Speculation  Square, 
N.  B.  Warehoufe  opened  1 
i  a  3  o'clock,  P.  M,      jf 
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Mr.  Porcupine 

Will  pleafe  infert  the  above  in  his  Gazette — We 
are  aware  of  his  terms — (cafh  on  the  nail) — But  we 
pledge  our  facred  -word  of  honour,  we  will  pay  the  coft 
on  Monday  noon,  when  we  fhall  unavoidably  re 
ceive  300,000  cents  for  our  Pine-Knob  tract. 

March  ^th,   1797.  T.  H.  T.  R.  &>' co. 


TUESDAY,   i4th  MARCH. 

Metallic  Points. — Mr.  Porcupine,  We  are  often 
difpofed  to  find  fault  with  thole  abfurdities  which 
occur  at  a  diitance  from  us,  without  reflecting  that 
we  ourfelves  may  be  guilty  of  an  equal,  or  even  a 
higher,  degree  of  the  fame  eccentric  conduct. 

"  The  faults  of  our  neighbours  with  freedom  we  blame* 
**  But  tax  not  ourfelves  though  we  pra&ife  the  fame.1' 

I  am  led  to  this  remark,  by  having  lately  perufed 
a  pamphlet,  entitled,  "  Evidences  of  the  Efficacy  of 
"  Doctor  Perkins's  Patent  Metallic  Inflruments." — 
Thefe  points,  as  they  are  fignificantly  called,  having 
within  a  fhort  period  been  highly  celebrated  (how 
juftly  I  fay  not),  in  the  cure  of  an  immenfe  variety 
of  difeafes  ;  and  as  they  have  in  fome  degree  received 
the  approbation  of  the  public,  influenced  moft  pro 
bably  by  the  refpeclable  names  which  are  brought 
forward  in  the  above  pamphlet,  they  become  with 
propriety  the  object  of  inquiry ;  becaufe,  if  ufeful, 
they  fhould  be  more  known  and  employed  ;  if  other- 
wile,  the  fooner  they  are  coniigned  to  oblivion  the 
better. 

In  looking  over  the  European  papers,  and  efpe- 
cially  thofe  from  England,  the  fuppofed  emporium 
of  confummate  quackery,  we  are  aftonifhed  that 
death  in  any  fhape  fhould  appear  there,  when  we 
read  of  their  reftorative  balfams,  and  tinctures,  &c. 
for  ev^ry  complaint  incident  to  man.  Some  allow 
ance 
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ance  is,  however,  to  be  made  for  the  difpofition  to 
have  our  pockets  thus  picked,  when  we  confider  ihat 
the  remedies  are  chiefly  internally  applied,  and  may 
therefore  be  luppoied  to  have  fome  efFecl  upon  the 
fyftem. 

The  famous  balfam  of  Fierabras,  fo  celebrated  by 
the  ingenious  author  of  Don  Quixote,  would  not 
want  advocates  at  the  prefent  period.  The  wonder 
ful  expectations  which  were  formed  from  the  appli 
cation  of  that  powerful  agent,  the  eleclric  fluid,  in 
various  diieafes,  gradually  fubfided  ;  animal  mag- 
netifm  followed,  but  very  foon  loil  its  credit,  though 
much  might  be  expected  from  its  operation  upon  the 
imagination,  whole  influence  on  the  fyitem  I  need 
not  in (iit  on. 

But,  Mr.  Porcupine,  when  I  fee  our  wife  rulers, 
and  others  throughout  the  Union,  by  a  hop,  ftep, 
and  jump,  at  once  pafs  the  intermediate  grades,  and 
arrive  in  a  moment  at  the  fummit  of  quackery,  as  if 
determined  to  outdo  their  trans -atlantic  brethren  in 
folly,  I  confefs  I  cannot  remain  an  idle  fpe&ator  of 
this  facrifice  to  error.  1  can  affure  you,  I  am  not 
actuated  by  a  defire  of  depreciating  any  maas  merit ; 
but  by  the  fame  motive  you  fo  ilrongly  advocate — a 
love  of  truth. 

To  imagine  the  metallic  points  can  cure  an  epilepfy 
(or  even  ilifpencl  it),  cynanche  tonfillaris,  burns, 
or  even  a  rheumatic  pain,  requires  a  greater  flock 
of  faith  than  falls  to  my  fhare.  I  much  wonder  if 
the  good  people  who  allowed  themfelves  to  be  fo 
completely  deceived,  pay  as  great  a  deference  to  the 
miracles  of  old.  I  confefs,  I  doubt  many  of  them  ; 
for  \\c  generally  find  extremes  meet  in  the  fameper- 
fon — I  will  not  fay  they  had  any  other  view  than  the 
good  of  mankind,  in  allowing  their  names  to  appear 
in  the  above  pamphlet  ;  but  I  think  their  judgments 
fhould  have  been  exercifed  in  their  obiervations.  I 
ihall  not  even  fay  that  the  Doctor  himfelf  is  now- 
laughing 
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laughing  in  his  fleeve  at  the  cullability  ofliis  fellow- 
citizens.  Yet  I  cannot  help  thinking  this  mud  be 
the  cafe,  when  he  fees  them  running  eagerly  to  buy 
for  twenty  dollars,  two  pieces  of  metal,  intrinfically 
not  worth  llxpence.  If  they  poflefs  any  virtues,  it 
muft  be  either  magnetic,  which  never  was  fuppofed 
to  have  any  influence  on  the  body  ;  or  we  muft  con 
clude  the  Doctor  is  acquainted  with  the  black  art, 
the  punifhment  for  which,  in  old  times,  i  need  not 
mention.  Let  me,  however,  ferioufly  alk  the  Doc 
tor,  on  what  principle  does  this  amazing  property  of 
his  points  depend  ?  He  may  fafely  inform  me,  as 
he  has  obtained  a  patent  for  them  ;  of  courfe  I  can 
not  legally  take  advantage  of  the  information  ;  and 
he  will,  if  he  goes  on  as  he  has  begun,  loon  make 
a  noble  fortune  *  ;  and  with  more  propriety  he  may, 
fhould  he  be  induced  to  build,  like  Joe  L'Oblong, 
of  hair-dreffing  memory,  call  his  feat  u  The  Citizens' 
Folly."  But  the  Doctor  may  be  perfectly  fu re,  I  will 
take  no  undue  advantage  of  his  communication, 
whilft  I  can  obtain  either  a  fork,  a  fkcwer,  or  what 
I  believe  to  be  the  only  truly  efficacious  metallic 
point  in  difeafes,  a  lancet,  even  if  applied  by  the 
"  inexorable  Doctor  Rufh." — I  am,  yours,  &c« 

Genoefe  Eafenefs. — A  new  convention  between  the 
French  republic  and  Genoa  excludes  the  Englifh 
from  the  Genoefe  ports,  during  the  war,  and  the 
veffels  of  the  latter  are  prohibited  from  carrying  pro- 
vifions  to  the  Britifh.  Genoa  is  to  protect  her  own 
forts  and  harbours,  but  in  cafe  of  neceffity  fhe  is  to 
be  aided  by  PYench  troops.  If  Genoa  iliall  be  in 
volved  in  a  war  with  England,  France  will  under 
take  to  protect  her  trade  and  navigation,  and  will 


*  It  is  faid  he  has  fold  upwards  of  a  thoufand  fets.  which  makes 
the  enormous  Jura,  of  twenty  thoufand  dollars. 

aifift 
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affifl  her  with  (hips  of  war,  and  intercede  for  her  in 
negotiations  for  peace. — Genoa  pays  to  France  two 
millions  of  livres  in  advance,  and  two  millions  to  bs 
refunded  after  peace  !  / 1 

French  Piracies. — This  day's  Gazette  concludes  a 
detail  of  certain  acls  of  French  piracy  on  the  Ame 
rican  commerce.  My  valuable  correspondent,  who 
has  furnifhed  this  detail,  concludes  with  the  follow- 
ing  general  eftimate  : 

"  A  reafonrble  eftimate  of  the  lofs  fuftained  by 

(e  the  above-mentioned  piracies,  veffels  cap- 

"  tured  and  lei  zed  in  the  different  ports  : 

cc  250  at  10,000  dolls.          -         -     2,500,000 

"       i  Indiaman  500,000 

To  which  add  for 

f<  American  property  fold  to  the 
"  French  government  from  '92 
"  to  '96  not  paid  for  by  an  offi- 
"  cial  return  Sept.  '96  -  7,000,000 

"  Veilels  feized,  and  cargoes  de- 
"  tained  or  Ibid  in  the  Welt  In- 
"  dies,  before  the  promulgation 
"  of  Adet's  decree  100  i,oo'o,ooa 

Dolls.   11,000,000 

This  is  a  pretty  round  fum,  nearly  equal  to  a 
iixth  part  of  all  the  national  debt,  and  its  lofs  mufl 
be  felt  feverely  by  the  community  at  large,  but  more 
immediately  by  thofe  concerned  in  the  fhipping 
trade  :  but  it  does  not  feem  to  excite  that  indigna 
tion  and  alarm,  that  might  be  expecled  among  a 
people  who,  about  three  years  ago,  discovered  fo 
much  refentment  again  ft  the  Britiih  fpoliations. — . 
Many  at  that  time,  and  fome  very  refpe6\able  per- 
fons  too,  raged  a,nd  ftormed  as  furioufly  as  Achilles 
did,  when  he  was  robbed  of  his  miftrefsj  who  are 

now 
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ftow  as  patient  as  Job,  when  "  the  Chaldeans  with 
three  bands  had  carried  off  all  his  camels,  and  flain 
his  fervant  with  the  edge  of  the  fwofd.  1  have  not 
philofophy  enough  to  acrount  for  this — -or  to  dif- 
cover  how  a  limilar  caufe  fhould  produce  fuch  con 
trary  effects  ;  unlefs  it  be  that  we  were  then  "  kicked 
*'  into  courage,"  and  are  now,  by  a  more  potent 
application  ot  the  foot,  kicked  entirely  out  of  it. 

Various  are  the  inftances  of  French  rapacity,  in- 
folence,  and  cruelty,  and  of  American  humiliation 
and  bafenefs,  difplayed  in  the  above  mentioned  de 
tail.  To  infert  them  all  would  require  the  room  of 
a  volume  ;  the  following  one,  however,  mufl  not 
be  omitted. — The  brig  William,  Captain  Benja 
min  Henderfon,  belonging  to  Mr.  William  Gray, 
jun.  of  Salem,  MafTachufetts.  She  was  met  with 
on  the  iQth  Oclober  1793,  by  the  French  privateer 
Citizen  Genet,  which  had  left  Philadelphia  ten  days 
before.  The  privateer  obliged  Captain  Henderfon 
to  hoift  out  his  boat  and  bring  his  papers  on  board, 
which  being  done,  he  aiked  to  whom  the  French 
fugar  on  board  belonged  ?  He  replied,  To  William. 
Gray,  of  Salem — upon  which  the  perfon  who  afked 
the  queftion,  and  who  he  underftood  was  the  French 
captain,  called  him  a  damned  liar,  and  walking 
forward  fpoke  to  the  men  :  five  failors  immediately 
advanced,  took  Captain  Henderfon  by  the  collar, 
dragged  him  to  one  of  the  guns,  where  they  held 
him,  cut  his  trow  lets  behind,  and  beat  him  with 
twenty  lafhes  on  the  bare  flefh,  until  he  was  black 
and  blue.  On  expostulating  on  this  extraordinary 
treatment  of  a  neutral  veffel,  he  was  told,  that  the 
Americans  were  a  parcel  of  damned  rafcals,  and  did 
not  deferve  better  treatment.  On  Captain  Hender- 
fon's  being  difmiiTed,  fix  French  failors  were  fent 
•with  him  on  board  the  William  :  thefe  immediately 
fell  to  ranfacking  the  veffel,  and  plundered  from  her 
in  cafh  and  goods  to  the  amount  of  35O/. 

VOL.  v.  F  The 
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The  foregoing  is  prefented  to  the  public  as  aa 
accurate  ftatement :  the  occurrence  is  known  to 
many :  and  Mr.  Gray  is  now  in  poffeffion  of  au 
thentic  proofs  to  fupport  it. 

Bache's  Ruloghim  on  Mr.  Adams. — It"  cannot  be  for 
gotten,  that  this  mifcreant  grandfon  of  the  feditious 
old  Franklin  employed  his  infamous  paper  for  ft  ve- 
ral  months  in  defaming  Mr.  Adams,  It  cannot  be 
forgotten,  that  he  made  ufe  of  every  art  to  prrfuade 
the  people,  that  that  gentleman  was  an  ariftocrat, 
and  even  a  monarchift  both  in  principle,  and,  as  far 
as  poffible,  in  practice  ;  and  that,  fhould  he  be 
elected  Prefident,  he  moil  certainly  would  defiioy 
every  veftige  of  republicanifm  in  the  United  States. 
In  fa£t,  there  is  no  fpecies  of  turpitude  that  this 
bafe  hireling  of  France  has  not  imputed  to  Mr. 
Adams.  With  the  recollection  of  all  this  I  beg  the 
reader  to  perufe  with  attention  the  following  para 
graphs, 

u  Who  can  perufe  the  Prefident's  inauguration 
addrefs  without  giving  it  his  mofl  unreferved  appro 
bation  ?  It  is  fo  long  iince  the  citizens  of  America 
heard  an  acknowledgment  on  the  part  of  their  Exe 
cutive,  that  all  power  was  derived  from  the  people, 
that  they  had  almoft  forgot  their  government  was  a 
reprefentative  one — how  grateful  then  to  every  re 
publican  mud  it  be  to  hear  their  new  Prefident  fo 
highly  eftimating  ec  inltitutions  which  fpring  from 
the  hearts  and  judgments  of  an  hon^ft  and  enlight 
ened  people?"  to  hear  him  fpeak  of  the  "  power 
and  rnajefly  of  the  people,"  and  to  pledge  himfelf 
to  confult  only  u  their  good'*  in  all  his  actions  ? 
Not  lefs  pleailng  muft  it  be  to  hear  him  place  in  a 
light  bordering  on  ridicule,  the  "  diamonds,  robes, 
and  other  ornaments  and  decorations"  of  royalty. 

"  It  has  hitherto  been  too  common  to  degrade  the 
fovereignty  of  the  ieveral  States,  and  to  treat  them  as 

mere 
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Jnere  fubordinate  corporations.  Mr.  Adams,  ori  the 
contrary,  exprefles  his  fixed  determination  to  "  pay 
a  refpedlful  attention  to  their  confutations,  and  a 
contiant  caution  and  delicacy  towards  their  govern 
ments."  How  will  the  anti  republicans  foarn  at 
finding  him  alfo  determined  not  to  attempt  to  fup- 
port  any  amendment  to  the  Conititution  of  the 
United  States,  but  in  the  mode  prefcrihed  therein  ! 
Their  hopes  on  this  fubject  muft  vanifh  in  an 
inftant. 

"  The  determination  to  maintain  our  "  faith  in 
violate,"  although  perhaps  too  late  to  be. attended 
with  proper  effect — his  profeflion  of  (f  perfonal 
<c  etteem  for  the  French  nation/'  who  have  been  fo 
grofsly  abufed  by  the  miniflers  of  his  predeceffor; 
his  clelire  to  preferve  our  friend  (hip  with  that  repub 
lic,  which,  contrary  to  the  alfeftion  of  the  federal 
junto,  he  declares  has  been  "  much  for  the  honour 
"  and  credit  of  both  countries" — his  "  endeavour  to 
"  remove  every  colourable  pretence  of  complaint," 
although  the  tafk  will  be  an  arduous  one,  cannot 
fail  of  giving  the  highefi  fatisfaclion  to  his  confti- 
tuents.  It  is  a  courfe  of  conduct  which  they  have 
long  been  earneitly  looking  for  in  the  Executive  of 
the  Union.  The  period  is  arrived  when  there  is  a 
fair  probability  that  their  hopes  will  be  realized,  and 
the  views  of  a  defigning  and  wicked  faction  be  ut 
terly  fruflrated  *. 

"  It  is  impoffible  in  the  few  moments  which  I 
have  allowed  myfelf,  to  do  juftice  to  the  feelings 
which  this  addrels  has  occasioned — we  discover  in  it 
no  little  attempts  to  wound  the  feelings  of  one  party 
by  exaggerated  applaufe  of  the  other — no  mean  in- 
iinuations,  indicative  always  of  a  low  and  grovelling 


*  By  language  like  this  the  French  faction  thought  to  have 
gained  him  over ;  and,  indeed,  his  fpeech  was  well  calculated 
fo  give  them  hopes* 

F  a  mind, 
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mind,  againft  the  party  which  was  known  to  be  op- 
pofed  to  his  election.  Let  any  one  contraft  it  with 
the  fpeech  made  by  our  governor  upon  his  exaltation 
to  his  prefent  office,  and  he  will  find  abundant  room 
for  companion.  The  one  is  the  effufion  of  a  noble 
and  generous  mind,  which,  in  the  gratitude  it  feels 
for  thofe  who  have  honoured  him  with  their  fuf- 
frages,  betrays  no  ill  will  or  dhTatisfaction  at  thofe 
\vho  have  voted  for  his  competitor  :  the  reader  is  left 
to  form  his  own  opinion  of  the  other*." 

[Aurora  of  the  io//;.] 

Again — "  After  having  brought  our  country  to 
the  verge  of  ruin,  Waihington  has  retreated  from 
the  gathering  florm.  Having  run  the  veffel  of  ftate 
between  rocks  and  fhoals,  he  has  abandoned  the 
helm,  and  left  her  to  her  fate.  Our  country  was 
profperous  when  he  began  his  political  career,  and 
by  his  means  it  has  become  miferable.  Never  were 
profpecls  more  flattering  overcaft  by  the  conduct  of 
any  man.  Let  our  fituation  be  a  warning  to  future 
generations.  It  will  be  an  inflruclive  leflbn  never 
to  give  too  much  adulation  or  too  much  confidence 
to  one  man ;  never  to  fuppofe  an  individual  every 
thing,  and  his  country  nothing. 

"  A  kind  Providence,  it  is  to  be  hoped,  ftill  has 
feeling  for  us,  and  will  extricate  us  from  our  diffi 
culties.  It  is  univerfally  admitted  that  Mr.  Adams  is 
a  man  of  incorruptible  integrity  *}~,  and  that  the  re- 

fources 


*  This  praife  is  a  cruel  fatire  on  the  Preiident. 

f  Remember  that  Mr.  Adams  was  one  of  the  twenty  Senator9 
whom  this  very  wretch  Bache  accufed  of  having/0/*/  their  country 
to  Great  Britain  in  ratifying  the  treaty.  Mr.  Adams  was  one  of 
thofe  who  were  burnt  in  effigy  at  Philadelphia,  on  the  4th  of  July, 
1795.  Mr.  Jay  was  burnt  in  effigy,  having  about  his  neck,  tied 
with  a  hempen  firing,  Adams's  Work  on  Government,  on  the  cover 
of  which  was  written  this  motto  :  "  GOLD  bade  me  write,"  This 
is  the  man  who,  now  the  bafe  faction  wifh  to  gain  him  over  to 
their  purpofes,  «  «  UNIVERSALLY  ADMITTED  to  be  of 

INCOR- 
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fources  of  his  own  mind  are  equal  to  the  duties  of 
his  (ration  ;  we  may  then  flatter  ourfelves  that  his 
meafures  will  be  taken  with  prudence,  that  he  will 
not  become  the  head  of  a  party,  and  that  he  will 
not  be  the  tool  of  any  man  or  fet  of  men.  His 
fpeech  on  his  inauguration  augurs  well  to  our  coun 
try.  Let  it  be  compared  with  any  of  his  prede- 
ceffors,  and  they  mufl  hide  their  diminifhed  heads 
in  the  companion.  He  declares  himfelf  the  friend 
of  France  and  of  peace,  the  admirer  of  republican-^ 
ifm,  the  enemy  of  party,  and  he  avows  his  deter 
mination  to  let  no  political  creed  interfere  in  his 
appointments.  How  honourable  are  thefe  fenti- 
ments  !  how  charaderiflic  of  a  patriot  !  When 
Wafhington,  as  Prefident,  was  fulminating  his  ana 
themas  againfl  particular  defcriptions  of  citizens, 
Adams,  in  his  place,  is  endeavouring  to  footh  the 
irritated  public  mind,  and  to  harmonize  the  different 
parties.  May  Heaven  grant  fuccefs  to  his  labours, 
and  his  reward  be  in  the  fruition  of  his  endeavours 
and  the  plaudits  of  his  country!"—  Aurora  of  the  i 


French  Arret.—~  Sir,  Pleafe  to  give  the  following 
infamous  arret,  and  the  remarks  thereon,  a  place  in 
your  Gazette  : 


INCORRUPTIBLE  integrity  /"  But,  in  fact,  there  is  nothing 
too  inconfiftent,  too  barefaced,  too  brutiflily  bafe,  for  the  Demo 
cratic  faction  of  America. 

Bache  (and  when  I  fay  Bache,  I  mean  Jefferfon,  Madifon,  Gal- 
latin,  Dallas,  M'Kean,  and  all  the  faction,  of  whom  he  is  the 
mouth-piece),  Bache  conceived  that  the  President's  inauguration 
fpeech  indicated  an  intention  of  admitting  the  Democrats  into 
place,  and  of  patching  up  a  peace  with  France,  or  rather  bowing 
the  neck  to  her.  This  fuppoied  intention,  which  nuift  have 
damned  the  President  in  the  opinion  of  every  good  man,  entiled 
him  to  the  praifes  and  flattery  of  Bache,  who  was  in  hopes  of 
bringing  him  over  to  the  Democrats,  or,  at  leaft,  to  coax  him  into 
a  line  of  conduit  that  fhould  make  him  be  defpiled  by  the  Fe- 
deralifls, 
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"  Arrel. — The  fpecial  agents  of  the  Executive 
Directory  in  the  Weft  Indies, 

"  Corilidering,  that  the  ports  of  the  iflands  at 
the  windward  and  leeward,  as  well  as  thofe  of  De- 
mara,  EfTeqnibo,  and  Berbice,  delivered  up  to  the 
Engiiih,  occupied  and  defended  by  the  emigrants, 
are  in  a  irate  of  permanent  liege,  and  ought  not  to 
enjoy  the  fame  advantages  as  the  ports  of  the  differ 
ent  Englifh  colonies,  pofTefTed  by  that  power  before 
the  war,  and  by  other  titles." 

Remarks. — Thefe  fpecial  agents  of  the  terrible  re 
public  fecm  to  be  as  mad  as  a  flraw-bed  king  in 
Bedlam  :  while  the  wretch  is  confined  within  the 
four  walls  of  a  cell,  he  conceits  himfelf  the  ruler  of 
nations.  How  can  thefe  iflands  be  in  a  Itate  of 
permanent  liege,  or  any  fiege  at  all,  when  the  agents 
have  not  force  enough  to  inveft  a  lingle  one  of  them, 
nor  even  to  protect  the  trade  of  their  own  infular 
Baflille  ?  Let  them  fir  ft  fend  out  an  armament  to 
difperfe  their  enemies,  who  conftantly  inveft  this 
ifland,  before  they  publifh  any  more  of  their  bora- 
ban1  ic  arrets,  to  regulate  the  trade  of  others. 

"  Conlidmng  it  to  be  contrary  to  every  principle 
to  treat  a  horde  of  rebels,  without  country,  without 
government  or  flag,  with  the  fame  regard  which  ci 
vilized  nations  obferve  among  themfelves  during 


war." 


Remarks.—"  A  hprde  of  rebels" — true  Victor 
Hugues  !  A  horde  of  rebels,  whether  they  have  a 
country,  a  government,  and  a  flag,  or  no,  are  ftill 
rebels,  and  have  no  juft  right  to  expect  the  fame 
treatment  as  loyal  fubjects  and  citizens :  but  Lebas 
and  Hugues  are  the  laft  men  in  the  world,  who 
ihould  preach  this  doctrine.  It  points  imme 
diate  deilruction  at  their  own  authority.  But  wav 
ing  this  point  ;  are  the  merchants  of  America  bound 
to  furrender  a  profitable  trade  to  the  illands  in  quef- 
,  which  are  now  in  the  polfeffion  of  the 
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Hfh,  upon  the  authority  of  your  arret  ?  Shall  they 
declare  the  faithful  adherents  of  the  ancient  govern 
ment  rebels,  and  withhold  from  them  the  necefTaries 
of  life,  or,  in  other  words,  aid  you  to  deftroy  them, 
becaule  you  have  thought  proper,  contrary  to  all 
law  and  right,  to  forbid  the  trade  ?  No  !  So  long  as 
we  have  Ipirit  enough  to  a(fert  our  own  independ 
ence  as  a  Sovereign  ftate,  or  humanity  to  feel  for  the 
miieries  of  others,  we  fhall  fpurn  at  the  infolence  and 
cruelty  of  luch  a  decree. 

"  Considering  that  by  authentic  acls  in  our  poffef- 
iion,  it  is  proved  that  divers  places  of  the  colonies 
delivered  to  the  Englifh  by  the  French  and  Dutch 
rebels,  belong  not  to  the  Britifh  Government,  more 
than  La  Vendee,  in  which  the  Englifh  Miniftry 
had  alfo  their  mercenary  troops,  regiments  in  their 
pay,  wearing  the  fame  uniform  as  the  troops  of  the 
King  of  England." 

Remarks. — It  is  immaterial  to  us  how,  or  on  what 
conditions,  the  Englifh  obtained  the  pofleffion  of 
thefe  iflands  ;  it  is  furRcient  that  they  now  hold 
them,  and  that  the  French  and  Dutch  Republics 
united  have  not  force  enough  to  recover  them.  Of 
courfe  thefe  fpecial  agents  have  no  more  right  to  in 
terdict  our  trade  thither  than  to  any  other  places  in 
the  poffeffion  of  their  enemies. 

"  Coniidering  that  by  virtue  of  the  fecond  article 
of  the  treaty  of  alliance  concluded  at  Paris,  P'eb.  6th, 
1778,  between  the  United  States  and  France,  the 
former  power  engages  to  defend  the  poileilions  in 
America,  in  cafe  of  war,  and  the  government  and 
commerce  of  the  United  States  have  ftron-ly  abuted 
the  forbearance  of  the  French  Republic,  in  turning 
to  her  detriment  the  favours  which  had  been  ac 
corded  to  them,  of  entering  and  trading  in  all  the 
ports  of  the  French  colonies  : 

"  By  permitting  for  a  longer  time  neutral  vefTels 
to  carry  proviiions  of  war  and  of  fubfiilence  to  men 

F  4  evidently 
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.evidently  in  a  ftate  of  rebellion,  we  fhould  be  the 
means  of  prolonging  civil  war,  the  calamities  and 
the  crimes  which  proceed  therefrom,  order  as 
follows." 

Remarks. — "  Confidering  that  by  virtue  of  the 
treaty  of  alliance  concluded  at  Paris  in  1-78"' — * 
Ah  !  Citizen  Agents,  you  had  better  not  have 
touched  on  this  fubjecl  ;  it  calls  up  the  ghofls  of  mur 
dered  men  againft  you.  This  treaty  was  concluded 
with  the  King  of  France,  the  unfortunate  Louis 
XVI.  with  the  nobility,  the  gentry,  the  landed  and 
commercial  interelt ;  or,  in  other  words,  with  thofe 
who  not  only  pofTefTed  the  rightful  government,  but 
who  were  alib  the  proprietors  of  the  foil  and  all  that 
was  on  it  ;  and  the  alliance  carried  honour  and 
fafety  with  it.  But  if  this  ancient  and  refpedable 
government,  this  proprietarifhip,  by  one  of  thofe 
flupendous  events  which  occur  once  in  four  or  five 
centuries  to  leu  urge  and  aftonifh  mankind,  ihould 
be  transferred  to  a  band  of  atheifHcal  philofophers, 
clerks,  frage  players,  country  attornies,  and  valets, 
united  for  the  purpofe  of  univerfal  plunder,  tell  me, 
Civilians,  would  the  contract  ftill  be  binding  on  the 
United  States  ?  But  be  this  matter  as  it  may,  I  am 
lure  the  treaty  has  no  relation  to  our  trade  in  the 
Engliih  ports,  or,  if  you  like  the  word-  better,  to  ports 
in  their  poffeffion  ;  nor  could  the,  contracting  par 
ties  ever  have  thought  of  the  contraction  that  thefe 
upflart  agents  have  given  it ;  unlefs  we  may  luppofe 
that  Louis  intended  to  lay  us  under  an  obligation  to 
frarve  his  friends,  and  feed  his  foes,  and  that  we 
were  wicked  enough  to  lign  fuch  an  abominable 
compact. 

After  this  explanatory  preamble  the  agents  go  on 
to  promulgate  their  refolves  as  follows  : 

"  Art.  I.  The  ihips  of  the  republic  and  French 
privateers  are  authorized  to  take  and  conduct  into 
the  ports  of  the  republic,  neutral  veflels  deflinecj 

fef 
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for  the  Windward  and  Leeward  iflands  of  America, 
delivered  up  to  the  Englifh,  occupied  and  defended 
by  the  emigrants." 

Thefe  ports  are,  Martinique,  St  Lucia,  Tobago, 
Demarara,  Berbice,  Effequibo;  and,  at  the  leeward, 
Port-au-Prince,  St.  Mark's,  1'Archayes,  and  Jeremie. 

"  Art.  II.  Every  armed  veflel  having  a  commif- 
ilon  from  either  of  thofe  ports,  fhall  be  reputed  a 
pirate,  and  the  crews  adjudged  and  punifhed  as 
fuch. 

66  Art.  III.  The  vevTels  and  cargoes  defcribed  in 
the  firft  and  fecond  articles,  are  declared  good  prizes, 
and  fhall  be  fold  for  the  benefit  of  the  captors. 

"  Art.  IV.  Every  verTel  taken  which  (hall  be 
cleared  out  to  the  Weft  Indies,  generally,  is  com 
prehended  in  the  firft  and  fecond  article." 

All  thefe  refolves  grow  naturally  from  the  pre- 
xnifes,  and  are  as  fiupid  as  they  are  daring,  efpeci- 
ally  the  fecond  ;  which  declares  all  the  captains  and 
crews  of  Englifh  veffels,  armed  in  either  of  the  faid 
iflands,  to  be  pirates.  Thefe  ruffians  feem  to  have 
forgotten  not  only  all  treaties,  but  all  laws,  even 
the  law  of  retaliation  ;  the  lex  fallows  has  no  weight 
with  them.  Can  they  imagine  that  their  enemies, 
\vith  a  fuperior  force  in  their  hands,  will  not  reta 
liate  ?  or  are  they  totally  indifferent  about  the  fate 
of  the  miferable  ilaves  whom  they  arm  and  fend 
out  to  plunder  ?  But  the  fourth  refolve  outdoes  all 
their  other  extravagancies.  "  Every  veflel  taken 
which  fhall  be  cleared  out  to  the  Weft  in 
dies,  generally  (ours  are  often  cleared  in  this 
manner),  is  comprehended  in  the  firft  and  fe 
cond  article;"  that  is,  every  American  veffel,  even 
though  fhe  fhould  touch  firft  at  Cape  Francois 
or  Guadaloupe,  fhall  be  condemned  on  account  of 
her  doubtful  clearance,  and  the  crevvs  be  punifhed 
as  pirates.  I  do  not  know  how  others  may  feel  on 
this  occaflon,  but  I  frankly  declare  that  for  every 

American 
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feaman  that  fuftered  in  this  or  any  other  manner,  in 
the  purfuit  of  his  lawful  bufinefs,  I  would  inftantly 
retaliate  tenfold  on  the  French  fans-culottes,  until 
there  was  not  one  of  the  favage  race  left  alive  in  the 
United  States. 

Genius  of  American  Captains. — The  London  Morn* 
ing  Chronicle,  of  1 6th  November  lait,  obferves  :— * 
"  The  Americans  are  remarked  as  not  having  dif- 
"  tinguifhed  themfelves  by  any  works  of  imagination. 
€f  If  we  may  judge,  however,  from  the  fpecimen  of 
"  the  reports  afcribed  to  American  captains,  the 
"  natives  of  that  continent  are  by  no  means  deficient 
cc  in  invention  :  but  it  is  probable,  indeed,  that 
"  this  faculty  may  be  improved  by  travelling." 

If  the  fans-culotte,  who  publishes  the  Morning 
Chronicle  (and  a  mofl  furious  one  he  is),  finds  in 
the  reports  of  our  captains  fo  ample  a  fubjedi  for 
commendation,  what  ought  to  be  the  extent  of  our 
praiic  !  Three  times  have  they  landed  the  French  in 
England  ;  and  as  often  has  the  tri-coloured  flag  been 
hoiftcd  on  St.  James's  palace,  and  the  head  of  Pitt 
rolled  from  the  guillotine.  We  have  received  po 
ll  tive  information  of  fevcntcen  rebellions  in  Ireland, 
Scotland,  and  England,  one  of  which  was  headed 
by  the  Duke  of  Clarence.  To  enumerate  the  efforts 
of  imagination,  with  which  the  fea-travellers  have 
enuviainrd  us,  fince  the  beginning  of  the  prefent 
war,  would  far  exceed  the  limits  of  a  newfpaper. 
The  Arabian  Nights'  Entertainments  are  outlt  ripped 
both  in  number  ai  d  in  marveloufnefs  by  the  mari 
time  tuKr  we  are  f pea  ing  of,  the  authors  of  which 
i\  riii  to  ftudy  nothing,  during  their  abfence,  but 
liow  to  render  themfelves  agreeable  at  their  return* 
I  have  always  ohfervcd,  that  the  longer  the  pafTage 
is,  tho  tougher  and  more  complex  is  their  ilory. 
When  their  imagination  has  only  a  week  or  two  to 
work  in,  the  production  is  very  fimple  and  lame  : 

you 
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you  perceive  their  drift  at  once.  But  after  being 
months  at  fea,  with  the  fails  flapping  or  the  helm 
tied  up,  then  detection  is  amazingly  difficult — the 
piece  comes  out  perfect  in  all  its  parts  ;  the  lan 
guage,  the  characters,  the  time,  and  the  plot ;  which 
]aft  is  often  fo  perplexingly  intricate,  -that  after  hav 
ing  bufied  the  politicians  for  feveral  days,  the  un 
ravelling  of  it  is  abandoned  in  dcfpair.  This  is 
nearly  our  lituation  at  the  prefent  moment. 

Swmi/h  Multitude  of  Philadelphia—  GOOD  MR. 
PORCUPINE.  I  am  out  of  all  patience  with  the  Swimfe 
Multitude  of  this  place.  Indulge  my  complaint  with 
a  place  in  your  Gazette.  Permit  me  to  lecture  the 
world  a  little.  Thofe  fine-founding  words  Liberty 
and  Equality  have  hurt  this  place  more  than  the 
Britifh  army  and  the  yellow  fever. 

I  cannot  get  along  the  Itreets  for  crowds  of  ragga- 
muffins,  tatterdemalions,  and  fa-Moy  freemen,  firolling 
about  idle,  who,  if  they  had  mailers,  might  be  em 
ployed  in  fomething  ufeful  both  to  fociety  and  them- 
ielves.  Go  to  the  State-houfe  or  Congrets  Hall,  the 
galleries  are  filled  with  a  refpeclable  group  of  idle 
oyfter-men  and  lounging  apprentices,  iuperintend- 
ing  the  proceedings  of  government.  Go  to  the 
Court-houfe,  it  is  crowded  with  vagrants  who  have 
nothing  to  do,  but  iludy  law.  You  cannot  fqueeze 
into  an  auclion-room  for  idle  vagabonds,  who  are 
glad  of  fomething  to  Hare  at  :  the  occupation  of 
thefe  gentlemen  is  commerce.  Every  rafcal  in  the 
city  who  can  Heal  half  a  dollar,  you  will  fee  in  the 
chief  feat  at  the  Theatre.  A  funeral,  a  houfe  on 
fire,  a  fhip-launch,  a  fpeech,  a  birth-day,  or  a  quar 
rel  in  the  ftreets,  collecls  them  in  thoufands  ;  per 
haps  the  poor  devils  are  ilarving  with  hunger  and 
cold.  Would  it  not  be  a  kindnefs  to  themfelves  to 
take  their  liberty  from  them  ?  and  a  material  ad 
vantage  to  the  public  to  whip  them  to  their  work  ? 

That 
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That  government  which  promotes  the  general  good 
both  of  the  public  and  of  individuals  is  certainly  the 
bell — O  for  monarchy,  defpotifm,  ilavery,  or  any 
Species  of  government,  that  will  conduce  to  the  hap* 
pinefs  of  mankind  !  It  is  our  interefl  to  be  beaten 
and  compelled  to  our  good,  when  we  are  too  igno-^ 
rant  and  too  flupid  to  iludy  and  purfue  it  ourfelves. 
Few  are  fit  to  be  their  own  inafters  ;  one  fpends  his 
money,  another  his  time,  fome  their  clothes,  others 
their  victuals  ;  thus  many  fuffer  for  want  of  better 
mailers  than  themfelves ;  fuch,  nature  intended  to 
ierve.  I  have  a  fum  of  money  fufficient  to  fupport  me 
all  my  life,  but  know  not  how  to  hufband  it ;  I  may 
wafte  it  in  a  fhort  fpace,  and  be  reduced  to  beggary 
the  reft  of  my  life  :  were  it  not  better  to  put  it  into 
the  hands  of  ibme  wife  banker,  who  would  parcel  it 
out  to  me  according  to  my  neceffities  ?  So,  if  liberty 
be  put  into  my  hand,  and  I  know  not  how  to  ufe  it, 
let  a  wife  mailer  take  me  under  his  protection,  and 
make  me  comfortable.  If  time  be  given  to  me,  and 
I  know  not  how  to  employ  it,  let  a  prudent  mailer 
difpofe  of  it  according  to  his  better  judgment :  "  To 
day  you  fhall  do  this,  boy  ;  to-morrow,  that,  &:c.'* 
Such  a  flupid  creature  will  probably  be  lazy,  for, 
though  we  know  our  duty  and  interefl,  we  are  often 
backward  to  the  performance  ;  then  beating,  cor 
rection,  and  compulfion  become  neceflary.  I  wifh 
every  lounger  in  Philadelphia  had  a  mailer,  were  it 
but  to  keep  him  out  of  the  ftreets,  that  we  might  pafs 
in  fafety.  In  one  place  a  wheelbarrow  drives  me 
into  the  gutters,  whilft  the  mafter  of  the  ceremony 
deafens  me  with  the  vociferation  of  "  Beautiful 
Oyfters  1"  In  another,  a  wench  with  a  baiket  fills  the 
way  ;  then  three  jolly  fellows,  linked  together, 
would  be  as  fatal  to  me  as  a  chain-fhot,  if  1  did  not 
give  place.  Another  meeting  me,  helirates  which 
iide  to  give  me,  until  he  throws  his  dirty  ^corporation 
full  ia  my  face  ;  and  jufl  nuw  a  brawny  boor, 

with 
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with  a/00/  a  yard  long,  trod  on  my  toes  till  I  almofl 
fainted,  and  provoked  my  paflion  fo  high,  that  I 
could  not  pats  your  box  without  entering  my  com 
plaint  againil  ourfivmt/h  multitude.  It  brings  to  my 
mind  Horace's^  lutulenta,  when  our  dirtier  fao'me 
run  againft  me  in  the  ftreet.  If  I  can  rid  the  ftreets 
of  them,  I  fhall  be  the  bett  fcavenger  in  the  city. 
John  Farmer  tells  his  hogs,  that  the  devil  took  pof- 
ieffion  of  thcjwine  long  ago,  and  has  not  left  them 
yet ;  the  devil  of  lounging  poflefles  the  fwine  of 
Philadelphia.  I  wifh  the  Gadarean  devil  would 
enter  them,  and  conducl  them  into  the  Delaware. 

HARRY  HEDGEHOG. 


THURSDAY,    i6th  MARCH. 

General  Sketch  of  foreign  News,  down  to  Dec.  20,  1799- 

RUSSIA. 

It  is  faid  to  have  lofl  its  old  intriguing  ambitious 
exprefs  ;  if  this  be  true,  it  is  naturally  to  be  expe6l- 
ed  that  it  will  have  fome  influence  on  the  negotia 
tions  for  peace.  Should  the  war  continue,  it  is  to  be 
hoped  that  the  new  Emperor  will  diveft  himfelf  of 
the  felfifh  and  jealous  policy  of  his  predeceflbr,  and 
fend  armies,  inftead  of  promifes,  to  the  aid  of  the 

EMPEROR, 

Who,  with  fuch  affiflance  as  Ruffia  is  able  to 
give,  would  in  a  little  time  reconquer  every  inch  of 
territory  that  the  barbarians  of  Gaul  have  overrun. 
On  the  Rhine,  and  in  its  vicinity,  his  armies  are 
every  day  gaining  ground  on  thofe  of  the  regicides. 
Bjr  Paris  papers  of  the  8th  December,  it  appears  that 
one  of  their  generals  had  been  fent  to  Vienna  to  pro- 
pole  an  armiftice,  which  the  Emperor  was  not  at  all 
anxious  to  accept.  There  is  every  reafon  to  hope 
that  the  Auftrians  are  now  matters  of  the  important 

fortrefs 
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fortrefs  of  Kehl,  and  that  they  will  be  enabled  to 
take  up  winter-quarters  on  the  left  of  the  Rhine. 

The  Emperor  perfifls  in  his  determination  not  to 
treat  with  the  Directory  but  in  conjunction  with 
Great  Britain  and  Ruifia.  He  has  directed  the 
Germanic  diet  to  come  to  a  definitive  and  categorical 
refolution  as  toon  as  pofiible,  concerning  thoie  (rates 
of  the  Empire  which  have  concluded  a  feparate  peace 
with  the  French  republicans.  His  Majelty  exadls 
that  thofe  ftates  lhall  furnifh  provisionally  their 
contingents  of  troops,  and  orders  them  to  join  the 
Imperial  armies. 

London  accounts  of  the  I9th  December  fay,  that 
at  Vienna  it  was  generally  underftood  that  peace 
entirely  depended  on  the  Britifh  cabinet,  the  French 
negotiator  having  been  fent  back.  The  whole  re- 
fourcesof  the  Empire  were  to  be  employed  in  proie- 
cuting  the  war  with  unprecedented  vigour,  efpe- 
cially  in 

ITALY, 

Where,  it  feems  by  the  following  paragraphs  from 
London  papers  of  the  i9th  and  2Oth  December, 
French  refuHicanifm  is  growing  very  much  out  of 
fafhion  ;  and  that,  in  place  of  taking  Mantua,  the 
fans-culottes  are  like  to  meet  with  a  Sicilian  vejpers. 

Bonaparte,  it  is  faid,  has  been  fo  ftraitened  for 
reinforcements,  that  it  was  propofed  by  the  Directory 
to  claim  the  Spanifh  troops  ftipulated  for  in  the 
treaty  for  immediate  fervice  in  Italy. 

Accounts  immediately  from  Rome  confirm  all 
the  reports,  that  his  Holinefs  again  attempted  to 
re- open  negotiations  with  the  French,  and  represent 
the  army  of  Bonaparte  as  fo  much  weakened  by  the 
late  actions  with  the  AuHrians,  that  he  is  in  no 
condition  of  putting  his  threats  of  deilroying  Rome 
into  execution,  even  to  fkengthen  the  garrifon 
cf  Ferrara  and  Bologna.  Thefe  places,,  it  is  faid, 

will 
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will  foon  be  attacked  by  the  Pope's  troops,  in  con 
junction  with  fome  Englifh  emigrants,  every  day 
expected  at  Civita  Veechia  from  Coriica.  The 
formation  of  the  new  Italian  republic,  it  is  ol>- 
ferved,  docs  not  go  on  as  if  the  formers  of  it  were 
in  earned. 

It  appears  that  the  lofs  of  the  French  in  the 
action  of  the  6th  ult.  between  BaiTano  and  Viccnza, 
amounted  to  4000  men  in  killed,  wounded,  prifon- 
ers,  or  drowned  in  the  Brenta;  that  in  the  affair  of 
the  1 3th,  near  Caldero,  the  Auftrians  met  with  the 
mo  ft  complete  fuccefs,  took  feveral  pieces  of  cannon, 
and  madeva  great  number  of  prifoncrs,  among  whom 
is  a  general;  that  the  battle  of  the  i6th,  near  Ar- 
cole,  remained  undecided,  both  parties  claiming  the 
palm  of  victory,  and  that  General  Alvinzy  maintains 
himfelf  in  a  position  in  front  of  Vicenza.  -The  fame 
letters  add,  that  General  Davidovich,  in  the  engage 
ment  of  the  i7th  ult.  near  Rivoli,  took  twelve  pieces 
of  cannon,  and  two  ammunition-waggons  ;  and  that 
the  lofs  of  the  French  on  that  day  coniiftcd  of  2000 
killed,  wounded,  and  prifoners  ;  but  thefe  letters  do 
not  reach  down  to  the  21  ft  ult.  when,  according  to 
Bonaparte's  and  Berthiers  letters,  General  Davido- 
vich  retreated. 

A  letter  from  Florence  mentions,  that  thedifafters 
experienced  by  the  French  on  the  Rhine,  have  re 
vived  the  animolity  of  the  inhabitants  of  Tufcany 
againft  the  French,  and  that  the  republican  nsinifter 
M.iot,  as  well  as  feveral  other  republicans,  have  been 
publicly  infulted. 

In  tracing  the  Vandal  army  backwards,  we  tra- 
verfe  the  enllaved  country  of  the  enflavuu  king  of 

SARDINIA, 

Who  is  in  a  fituation  to  be  envied  only  T>y  his  un 
fortunate  fubjccts  and  their  neighbours  of 

GENEVA, 
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GENEVA; 

Whofe  treachery  to  their  ancient  magi  (Ira tes  and 
defenders  renders  them  objects  of  fcorn  rather  than 
of  pity.  By  the  laft  letters  from  this  little  Hate,  it  ap 
pears  that  French  regeneration  has  produced  its  full 
effecl:,  the  combined  evils  of  poverty,  vice,  and 
flavery.  All  the  mod  ingenious  artifls  have  found 
means  to  fly  to  other  countries,  where  opulence  finds 
exercife  for  their  talents,  and  where  fccurity  is  an  in 
centive  to  induftry.  Nothing  remains  but  the  liftings 
of  Geneva,  the  chaff.  It  is,  from  being,  one  of  the 
happieft,  moft  orderly,  and  moft  moral  ftates  of 
Europe,  become  a  little  nation  of  pure  unadulte 
rated  mob,  fuch  as  never  was  equalled^  except  in  the 
republic  of 

FRANCE. 

Softly,  reader  !  Take  care  how  you  tread  here ! 
We  have  rambled  about  over  monarchical  and  def- 
potic  itates  ;  but  now  that  we  have  fet  our  foot  on 
the  land  of  liberty,  we  muft  advance  with  caution. 
— The  firft  thing  is  a  bayonet  at  your  breafl. 
"Your  pafTport  !" — There  it  is,  an  ?t  pleafe  your 
fans-culottefhip.  Next  they  examine  you  all  over, 
like  ahorfe  at  a  fair.  Your  height,  hair,  eyes,  fore 
head,  nofe,  cheeks,  chin,  lips,  teeth,  and  complexion. 
When  the  commiffary,  the  filthy  agent  of  liberty  and 
equality,  has,  jockey  or  butcher  like,  finimed  his 
furvey  of  your  carcafe,  you  are  conducted  by  a  file  of 
ragga muffins  to  what  is  called  the  town-houie,  which 
generally  gives  pretty  evident  tokens  of  having  lately 
been  a  barn  or  ft  able.  Here  you  have  to  fraud  hat 
in  hand  (if  it  is  not  already  flolen  from  you)  before 
half  a  dozen  baleful-looking  fcoundrels,  who  were 
the  other  day  on  the  highway  or  at  the  galleys ; 
and,  having  fupported  their  feoffs  and  icornful  looks 
and  geilures  for  an  hour  or  two,  you  are  fuffered, 
4  firft 
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frft  paying  Liberty  her  fees,  to  proceed  till  you  come 
to  the  next  red-capped  villain  that  pleafes  to  flop 
and  examine  you. 

It  is  rather  ticklifh  work  to  talk  about  news  in  a 
republic  like  this;  yet  we  do  rind  that  tin- re  are 
newfpapers  fuftered*  As  far  as  we  can  poilibly 
judge  from  thefc,  of  the  real  It  ate  of  the  public- 
mind,  the  people  feem  as  anxious  for  peace  as  their 
tyrants  for  a  continuance  of  the  war,  Thefe  latter 
profefs  a  deiire  to  put  a  Hop  to  the  efFufion  of  blood, 
but  it  is  eafy  to  fee  that  they  have  no  fuel)  intention. 
Paris  papers  of  the  izth  December  feem  to  fay,  that 
there  is  a  profpecl  of  a  happy  iffue  to  the  negotia 
tion  with  Lord  Malmfbury,  while  letters  arrived  at 
Bofton,  from  Rotterdam,  afTure  us,  that  he  has 
been  ordered  by  the  tyrants  to  quit  their  ilarving 
land.  Thefe  letters  are  faid  to  be  dated  fo  late  as 
the  ^tn  of  January.  Accounts  from  England  fay 
that  there  was  a  fleet  at  Breft  ready  for  fea,  confiii- 
ing  of  fifteen  fail  of  the  line  and  about  the  fame 
number  of  frigates;  but  the  report  of  a  fleet,  with 
troops  on  board,  having  failed  for 

IRELAND, 

is  not  totally  unfounded;  and  it  is  with  the  greatefr. 
pleafure  we  affirm,  from  London  accounts,  that  the 
reports  refpecling  the  difturbances  in  Ireland  were 
generally  mere  efforts  of  the  imagination,  and  al 
ways  exaggerated.  The  people  of  that  ifland  feem 
ready  to  co-operate  heartily  with  their  fellow-fub- 
jecls  of 

GREAT  BRITAIN, 

Where  theftrong  meafures  of  the  Parliament,  to  fup- 
prefs  feditious  meetings,  and  the  unexampled  fuccefs 
of  Mr.  Pitt's  financiering  operations,  feem  to  have 
flruck  faclion  dumb.  The  Britifli  fleet,  under  the 
command  of  Admiral  Colpoys,  is  playing  juft  the 
fame  game  with  the  fans-culotte  fleet  at.  Breft,  as 
VOL,  v»  «  Captain 
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Captain  Murray  is  now  playing  with  Commodor£ 
Barney,  at  Norfolk ;  that  is  to  fay,  one  is  adting  the 
part  of  the  cat,  and  the  other  that  of  the  moufe. 
The  cruifers  of  Great  Britain  let  nothing  eicape 
them  in  the  European  feas,  efpecially  along  the 
coaft  of  France.  I  wifli  as  much  could  be  faid  of 
thofe  in  the 

WEST  INDIES  ; 

But,  in  that  unfortunate  quarter,  I  know  not  how 
it  happens,  they  do  nothing  at  all.  They  fecm  to 
go  there  for  no  other  purpofe  but  to  get  drunk  and 
die.  Whether  better  is  to  be  expected  from  Sir  R. 
Abercromby,  mull  be  left  to  thofe  who  know  him. 
A  report  has  been  in  circulation,  that  Guadaloupe 
was  taken,  and  that  confummate  cut-throat,  Viclor 
Hugues,  made  prifouer ;  but  this  is  not  confirmed. 
To  mention,  in  this  Iketch,  particular  inftances  of 
French  depredations  on  the  commerce  of 

AMERICA, 

would  be  fwelling  it  out  unneceffarily,  as  every 
paper  teems  with  them.  The  Weft  Indies  is  the 
grand  fcene.  Every  thing  that  can  carry  guns  is 
fitted  out  from  all  the  ports  they  poffefs.  Whites,, 
blacks,  and  mulattoes,  are  employed  in  the  fervice; 
the  profits  ariiing  from  which,  except  a  certain  pro 
portion,  is  feized  on  by  the  regicides.  They  are  a 
nation  of  pirates.  It  is  foolifh  to  imagine  that  they 
will  quit  the  lucrative  trade.  They  never  will  till 
they  are  dragged  from  their  holds. 

Much  has  been  faid  about  Mr.  Pinckney's  not 
being  received  in  France;  and  fo  many  contradictory 
reports  are  in  circulation,  that  it  is  quite  impoffibte 
to  ipeak  positively  on  the  fubjecl. 
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St.  Domingo — Proclamation. — Port-au-Prince,  Ja 
nuary  15,  1797.  GORDON  FORBES,  Major-general 
and  Commander  in  Chief  of  St.  Domingo,  fie.  &c» 
to  all  the  Inhabitants  of  the  Sfanifh  Part  of  St. 
Domingo. 

The  French  Republic,  abufing  the  afcendency 
which  the  chances  of  war  have  given  it  in  Europe, 
over  his  Catholic  Majefiy,  and  the  condefcenfion 
which  this  monarch  thinks  himfelf  obliged  to  (how 
to  its  will,  has  forced  him  to  declare  war  againfl  his 
faithful  friend  and  ally,  the  King  of  Great  Britain. 
Thus  the  evils  -  which  for  four  years  pail  have  af- 
fl  idled  humanity,  are  about  to  increafe.  His  Ma- 
jefty  feels  them  with  forrow,  and  the  firft  impulfe 
of  his  folicitude  is  directed  towards  you. — He  has, 
in  confequencc,  ordered  me  to  declare  and  guarantee 
to  you  the  following  resolutions: 

All  the  rights,  privileges,  prerogatives,  and  ad 
vantages,  without  any  exception  whatever,  which 
were  offered  and  promifed  to  you  by  my  Proclama 
tion  of  the  1 2th  of  July  lair,  fhall,  notwithstanding 
the  war,  be  faithfully  granted  to  all  the  inhabitants 
of  the  towns,  boroughs,  forts,  and  other  places  of 
your  territory,  who,  upon  the  firft  fummoris  thereof, 
made  according  to  the  cuftoms  of  war,  fhall  unite 
themfelves  to  the  government,  and  fubfcribe  the 
oath  of  allegiance  and  fidelity  to  his  Majelty. 

But  the  more  indulgence  and  generality  which 
his  Majefiy  intends  for  thole  among  you  who  will 
loyally  and  voluntarily  place  themfelves  uii<:er  his 
protection,  the  more  feverity  he  will  think  he  ought 
to  ufe  towards  thole  who  fhall  oppofe  to  him  either 
an  offenfive  or  defenlive  refinance.  The  treaty  of 
Bafle  not  having  been  revoked,  it  will  not  be  as 
faithful  fubjecls  of  your  King,  but  only  as  the  fol- 
diers  of  the  Freach  Republic,  that  yoft  fhail  be 

G  2  •  con- 
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eonfidered  in  your  opposition  to  the  fuccefs  of  his 
Majefty's  arms. 

Inhabitants  of  the  Spaniih  part  of  this  ifland,  I 
am  pleafed  in  the  consideration,  that  you  will  haften 
to  enable  me  to  put  you  all  into  the  enjoyment  of 
the  numberlefs  advantages  of  the  Britifh  govern 
ment,  and  to  give  full  fcope,  with  refpect  to  each 
of  you  in  particular,  only  to  thofe  natural  fenti- 
ments  of  affection  and  good  will  I  bear  towards  you. 

You.  as  well  as  the  whole  univerfe,  know,  that, 
infulated  by  nature  from  the  continent  of  Europe, 
England  might  have  remained  infulated  without 
danger  from  the  commotions  of  the  French  revolu 
tion. — But  it  could  not  lee  without  horror,  a  mon- 
ftrous  fyftem,  which,  under  the  name  of  Liberty  and 
Equality,  tended  only  to  toother  the  facred  and 
eternal  principles  of  religion  and  focial  inftitutions  ; 
it  could  not  fee  without  the  moit  tender  care  and 
compaffion,  the  unfortunate  of  all  fexes  and  ages 
coming  in  crowds  into  its  bofom,  feeking  an  afylum 
from  the  chains  and  daggers  of  perfecution.  Such 
\vere  the  motives,  the  only  motives,  which  com 
pelled  his  Majeity  to  take  arms,  to  call  around  him 
the  martyrs  of  the  French  revolution,  and  to  lavifh 
on  them  his  protection  and  kindnefs. 

Inhabitants  of  the  Spaniili  part,  come  into  the 
ports  of  this  ifland,  where  the  prote6ling  flag  of  his 
Majefty  floats  triumphant.  In  fpite  of  the  horrors 
of  war,  not  with  Hand  ing  the  national  diftrefs  of 
their  inhabitants,  you  will  only  perceive  the  confo- 
lating  images  of  cafe,  plenty,  joy,  and  happinefs, 
animated  and  vivified  by  the  richer!  commerce  in 
the  world,  and  the  favours  of  the  molt  generous  of 
gowrnrnents ;  tranfport  yourfelves  afterwards  to  the 
places  iubjecled  to  the  empire  and  dominion  of  the' 
Republic — then  choofe  the  fate  of  a  man  limply  pro 
tected  by  England,  or  of  a  fubjecl:  of  the  French 

And 
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And  you,  prelates,  prebendaries,  priefls,  and 
ecclefiaflics  of  all  the  orders  that  compote  the  auguit 
clergy  of  St.  Domingo,  contemplate  the  refpecl 
and  the  liherty  with  which  the  holy  exercifc  of  the 
religion  of  which  you  are  minifters,  is  officiated  in 
the  countries  lately  fubjc<9e1  to  his  Majefiy — a  Ik, 
on  the  other  hand,  of  the  French  domains,  of  all 
France,  what  is  become  of  their  prelates,  their 
priefis,  and  altars ;  read,  in  fhort,  the  recent  hit- 
lories  of  Belgia,  Savoy,  Rome,  Italy,  and  of  all  the 
Catholic  countries,  where  the  republican  armies 
have  carried  their  fteps,  and  judge  yourfelves  where 
the  fafety  of  your  perfons  and  the  calls  of  your  re 
ligion  ought  to  attracl  you. 

Spaniih  inhabitants  of  all  ranks,  of  all  Rations 
and  all  claries,  in  enlightening  you  I  only  obey  the 
dictates  of  my  lively  lentiments  for  you. — Never 
were  fo  many  ibares,  humiliations,  and  dangers 
hovering  around  your  heads.  To  convince  yon, 
read  the  treaty  of  St.  Ildephonfo — it  clearly  difcovers 
the  motives  that  determined  the  Republic  to  induce 
Spain  to  declare  war. 

Deprived  of  its  navy — of  which  fome  veftiges  re 
main  only  in  the  ports  of  England — incapable  of 
effecling  herfelf  the  overthrow  of  the  American 
colonies ;  fearing,  and  doubtlefs  with  reafon,  to 
lofe  the  right  fhe  had  acquired  at  Bafle,  of  iubjedt- 
ing  you  to  her  deftruclive  government  ;  the  Re 
public  has  now  no  other  view  than  to  force  the  King 
of  Spain  to  charge  himfcclf  with  the  promulgation 
of  her  principles,  the  execution  of  her  plans,  and  to 
make  himfelf,  in  his  own  itates,  the  provoker  of  a 
revolution  which  may  be  fatal  to  his  crown,  and  to 
the  ancient  conftitution  of  the  Spanifh  monarchy. 
Befides,  Ihe  dares  believe  and  hope  to  induce  you, 
if  not  as  newfubjects,  at  leait  as  Spaniards  born,  to 
take  arms  and  lavifh  your  blood  to  defend  the  dag 
gers  and  torches,  which  are  to  mow  down  your  fa- 
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milies,  and  fire  your  property,  your  churches,  your 
altars,  and  reduce  the  rich  and  immenfe  territory 
you  have  cultivated  for  three  centuries,  into  the 
frightful  (late  of  defolation  in  which  the  colonial  do^ 
mains  of  the  Republic  are  plunged. 

SuccefTors  of  the  firtt  miffionaries,  and  defcend- 
ants  of  the  fir  ft  conquerors  of  the  New  World — fuch 
is  the  part  which  the  Directory  of  France  imperioufly 
requires  the  King,  which  Heaven  has  giveu  you,  to 
acl — and  fuch  is  the  part  which  it  flatters  itfelf  to 
perform. 

Spaniards,  I  leave  you  to  your  own  reflections  ! 
Happy  fhall  I  he  if  I  can  avert  the  misfortunes  and 
woes  which  are  about  to  crufh  you — and  which  you 
cannot  efcape,  unlefs  you  place  yourieives  under  his 
Mujefiy's  protection. 

Convoy  of  American  Ships. — Bofton,  March  7th, 
1799.  Owing  to  the  depredations  made  by  the 
French  privateers  on  our  commerce,  and  the  indig 
nities  to  which  the  Americans  are  fubjecled,  the 
inhabitants  of  Antigua  petitioned  the  President  and 
Council  to  addrefs  Admiral  Harvey,  requefting  a 
convoy  to  the  American  verTels  ;  and  a  paffage-boat 
was  immediately  difpatched  to  Martinico,  with  dif- 
patches  to  that  purpofe  ;  and  when  the  informant  of 
the  above  was  at  St.  Kitts.  on  the  flrft  of  February, 
it  was  reported  a  convoy  was  granted,  and  that  An 
tigua  was  to  be  the  place  of  refort  for  all  American 
velfels  homeward-bound  *. 

French 


*  This  petition  of  *'  the  inhabitants  of  Antigua"  was,  I  fancy, 
figned  by  none  but  American  owners,  their  captains,  their  fac 
to:;-,  and  the  perfons  immediately  concerned  in  the  American 
trade ;  yet,  fo  'unwilling  are  the  Boftonians  to  allow  that  we 
itand  in  need  of  firifijh  protection,  that  they  have  the  aflurance  to 
call  this  a  petition  from  "  the  inbalitants  of  Antigua, ." — When  the 
States  were  rewarding  Tom  Faine  for  writing  his  Common. 

Stnfe* 
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French  and  Englijh  Flags  at  the  Tontine  Coffee- 
lioufe,  New-  York. — The  following  paragraph  is  ex 
tracted  from  Mr.  Webfter's  paper  (the  Minerva)  of 
the  1 4th  infl.  <c  A  few  days  iince  the  Englifh  flag, 
"  printed  on  a  card  with  the  American,  was  affixed 
"  in  the  Exchange  Room  in  the  Coffee-houfe.  We 
'*  cannot  believe  any  American  has  condefcended  to 
"  this  thing.  At  any  rate,  it  is  a  low  pitiful  bufi- 
"  nefs,  equalled  only  by  the  meannefs  of  putting 
*c  up  a  French  flag.  Americans,  do  you  not  blufh 
"  for  your  fervility,  to  be  thus  bandied  about  be- 
"  tween  the  enfigns  of  foreign  nations — plundered 
"  as  your  merchants  are  by  both  flags,  whenever  it 
"  fuits  their  intereit  ?  When  will  the  honour  of  the 
"  American  name  be  vindicated  by  difcarding  fuch 
t(  badges  of  faclion  ?  When  will  the  Americans 
"  unite  under  their  own  flag,  and  learn  to  be  a 
"  nation?" 

Contrary  to  the  fpirit  that  generally  prevails  in 
this  paper,  I  am  forry  to  fay,  there  is  more  of  vul 
gar  prejudice  and  miftake  in  the  above- quoted  para 
graph,  than  there  is  either  of  juftice  or  good  policy. 
The  union  of  the  flag  of  the  United  States  with 
that  of  Great  Britain  or  of  France,  would  reflect  no 
difgrace  on  either  party,  if  the  purpofe  or  intention 
was  honourable :  if  done  with  a  view  to  repel 
aggreflions  from  a  common  foe,  it  would  be  wife 
and  juft  :  the  quo  ammo,  the  intention  of  the  a<5r, 
is  what  ftamps  its  character.  Should  cither  of  thde 
flags  be  unfurled  as  a  ftandard  of  difcord  and  anar 
chy,  to  rally  malcontents  againfl  the  government, 
and  animate  them  to  rebellion,  to  join  it  would 
really  be  an  adt  of  treafon  :  and  when  it  ftreams 
from  the  veflels  of  fea- robbers,  who  arc  daily  infult- 


thej    little  thought,  that,  in  Ids  than  twenty  years,  they 

Ihouid  iland  in  need  o?  Britifh  convovs  to  protect  them  againit 
France!!! 
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ing  and  plundering  the  commerce  of  America,  with 
out  any  reafonable  provocation,  to  tolerate  it  even 
on  our  land  or  waters,  delerves  a  worfe  name  than 
that  of  a  low  and  pitiful  bufmefs :  it  really  betrays  a 
mind  prepared  to  receive  the  yoke.  But  to  unite 
the  American  Eagle  with  the  Britifh.  Lion  againil 
an  ambitious  and  determined  enemy,  the  difiurbcr 
of  the  peace  of  both  hemifpheres,  is  a  purpofe  that 
no  American  need  to  be  afhamcd  of:  the  alliance 
would  be  productive  of  equal  honour  and  advantage 
to  both.  I  know  there  is  a  pride  on  both  (ides, 
in:  erited  from  a  common  ftock,  reluctant  to  make 
the  rirft  advance;  but  the  firfi  advance,  I  am 
equally  fure,  will  reflect  no  dilhonour  on  the  party 
that  makes  it. 

Americans  exchanged 'with  the  Brit tjli  for  French  Pri- 
f oners  of  JVu-r. — We  have  had  information  of  the 
capture  of  Captain  San  ford  in  the  brig  Hope  of 
this  port,  on  his  homeward-bound  paifage  from 
Barbadoes:  his  veffel  and  cargo  were  condemned  at 
Guadaloupe.  One  of  the  crew  of  his  vefTel  has 
lately  arrived  at  Norfolk,  and  ftates,  that  Captain 
San  lord  and  his  men  were  put  in  irons,  and  con 
fined  with  the  Britijh  prijoners  \  that  their  daily  al* 
lowance  was  half  a  pound  of  bread,  a  quarter  of  a 
pound  of  falt-fifli,  with  the  requiiite  quantity  of 
water  to  wafh  it  down ;  and  that  after  being  fully 
repnbliranized  by  this  fraternal  regimen,  he,  with 
four  other  American  matters,  was  fent  to  Mar 
tinique,  to  be  exchanged  for  as  many  French  officers** 

Bloody 


*  This  is  not  war,  I  fuppofe.  This  is  only  a  gentle  way  of 
exprdTing  their  diipleafure.  This  calls  for  no  fequeftrations, 
prohibitions,  or  embargoes.  This  is  no  infnlt  to  the  American 
flag,  nor  does  it  call  forth  the  curies  of  even  the  tarpawlings. 
Wei),  be  it  fo.  Let  them  pillage  and  baftinado.  Infamous  as  is 

their 
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Bloody  French  m  Suabia. — Extract  of  a  letter  of 
HaufFrnan,  commiflary  with  the  army,  to  the  Direo 
lory,  fubmitted  to  the  Council  of  Five  Hundred, 
traufiatcd  from  the  Leyden  Gazette  of  Nov.  nth, 
Supplement.  "  Melancholy  details  were  received 
of  the  ill  treatment  of  the  peafants  in  Suabia  by 
the  French  troops,  which  occaiioned  an  infurrec- 
tion.  Twelve  French  foldiers  entered  a  farm,  where 
they  found  a  girl  of  eighteen  years  old,  and  they 
forced  her  father  to  be  a  witnejs  of  the  brutal  violence 
committed  on  her  by  them  fuccejji-vely.  Pillagers  wan 
dered  about  the  country,  feized  and  carried  off  chil 
dren,  and  compelled  their  parents  to  redeem  them 
with  money  *  !  !  1" 

Salvage  on  American  Vejfeh  recaptured  by  the  BritiJJi, 
is  to  be  one  eighth  of  the  value  of  Ihip  and  cargo. 

The  American  Ship  Olive-branch,  which  was  lately 
captured  by  the  Audacious,  with  a  cargo  of  fmall 
arms,  ordnance,  and  a  camp  equipage,  and  brought 
into  Portfmouth,  was  fome  time  ago  freighted  from 
the  north  of  Ireland,  at  a  time  that  a  large  quantity 
of  fpecie  was  fent  from,  the  metropolis,  by  certain 


their  conduct,  the  punifhment  it  inflicls  \<*juft.  American  maf- 
ters  of  veflels  taken,  and  exchanged  for  French  prij oners  of  ivar  f 
Yes ;  and  yet  the  humble  nation  fawns  on  them  ;  aye,  and  fuch 
is  our  debafement,  that  the  tri-coloured  enfign  of  robbery  and 
murder,  that  now  waves  over  the  American  flag  in  every  part  of 
the  Weft  Indies,  flill  graces  the  Tontine  Coftee-houfe,  the  ren 
dezvous  of  the  merchants  of  New- York !  Nor  is  it  neceflary  to 
fend  the  reader  fo  far  for  a  fight  of  this  deteftable  enfign  of  re 
bellion  and  murder.  Philadelphia  prefents  it  in  every  ftreet. — 
N.  B.  A  publie-houfe  fign,  in  the  Northern  Liberties,  is  the  French 
flag  and  Liberty  Cap. 

*  It  will  be  remembered,  that  this  facT:  is  related  by  a  'French 
commijjary%  who  certainly  would  not  exaggerate  on  fuch  a  fubje<5t. 
Let  the  impudent  Democrats  ilill  try  if  they  can  lie  away  the 
horrid  facts  that  are  related  in  the  Bloody  Buoy. 
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known  agents  of  the  worthies  in  that  quarter  * 
JLnglifh  article. 


ddulatwn.—  ~  The  following  paragraph 
is  too  notorioufly  blaiphemous  not  to  excite  a  pub- 
lie  abhorrence.  Jt  is  taken  from  a  federal  papei\ 
on  the  fubjecl  of  a  feftive  day  in  honour  of  the 
tirth  of  General  Wafhington. 

"  Two  public  companies,  and  many  private  par- 
"  ties,  obierved  this  POLITICAL  CHRISTMAS, 
«£  and  hallowed  it  !"  What  will  our  profefied  reli 
gious  clafs  of  citizens  fay  to  the  paragraph  ?  what 
will  the  clergy  lay  to  this  fpecies  of  blafphemy  ? 
"  Political  Chriftraas  !"  What  is  the  idea  of  this 
expreffion,  but  ranking  Wafhington  with  Jefus 
Chrift  ?  Hallowing  the  birth-day  of  Wafhington, 
is  compared  with  hallowing  the  birth  -day  of  our 
Saviour,  or  at  leaft  it  is  uling  the  fame  word  as  it 
applies  to  Jefus  Chriftj  and  Wafhington  *f-. 

Mr.  Relf  and  his  Novel,  the  Viflims  of  Sentiment. 
—  This  gentleman  being  an  apprentice  to  the  print 
ing  bufineis,  and  obferving,  probably,  that  his  maf- 
ter,  Mr.  Young,  was  generally  engaged  in  printing 
worthlefs  trafh,  thought  that  he  might  as  well  try 


*  This  fliip  and  cargo  belongs  to  Ira  ^llen,  of  Vermont,  a 
furious  Democrat,  who  was  himfelf  in  France  at  the  time  of  the 
Ihipment  of  the  arms ;  but  it  will  by  and  by  appear,  that  the 
arms  were  not  deftined  for  Ireland,  though  it  will  be  lefs  evident 
that  they  were  not  intended  for  an  expedition  againft  Canada. 

t  This  article  is  taken  from  the  Bofton  Chronicle,  a  paper 
which  i  feldom  quote,  but  which  I  quote  with  pleafure  on  this 
occafion,  fubfcnbing  moft  implicitly  to  the  propriety  of  its  re 
marks  on  fo  indecent,  not  to  lay  impious,  a  paragraph,  I  am 
certain  that  no  man's  character  ever  was  exalted  by  hyperbolical 
eulogium,  and  cannot  help  remarking,  that,  if  fuch  an  eulogium 
had  been  bellowed  on  a  king,  the  puritanical  Republicans  of  Bof- 
ton  would  have  been  the  fiift  to  condemn  the  blaiphemous  fyco- 
phaiit  to  the  flames  of  hell. 

a  his 
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his  band  in  providing  materials  for  the  prefs.  With 
this  very  commendable  object  in  view  he  fet  to 
work,  and,  early  in  179"?  produced  a  novel,  en 
titled,  the  Victims  of  Sentiment,  dedicated  to  Mi  ft 
Ann  Louifa  Bingham,  a  child  of  a  wealthy  and 
faihionable  family.  The  appearance  of  this  novel 
produced  the  following  communications  to  P.  Por 
cupine  : 

Mr.  PORCUPINE— Through  the  medium  of  your 
paper  be  kind  enough  to  caution  the  author  of  the 
Viclirn.s  of  Sentiment  to  fupprets  his  vanity  from 
appearing  again  as  a  novel-writer,  unlefc  his  genius 
can  affilt  him  to  fend  forh  fomelhing  that  will  do 
more  credit  to  America^  both  as  to  authorfhip  and 
the  virtue  of  its  fair.  A  I  /ADV. 

Mr.  PORCUPINE — Seeing  in  your  paper  a  caution 
to  the  author  of  the  Victims  of  Sentiment,  under 
the  fignature  of  A  Lady,  I  was  not  a  liitle  furprifed 
at  her  prefumption.  You  will,  through  the  medium, 
of  your  ufeful  paper,  be  pleafed  to  communicate 
my  opinion  of  that  lady. 

Her  judgment  mull  certainly  be  biafTed  by  jea- 
loufy,  pride,  rancour,  or  vanity,  in  thus  cenfunng 
a  book  and  its  author,  who  has  difplayed  his  genius 
in  the  fulnefs  of  perfection ;  and  although  his  firfi 
eflay  into  the  regions  of  effort  ought  not  to  be 
viewed  with  the  fcrutinizing  eye  of  crittcifm,  yet 
this  lady  has  attempted  a  bold  ftroke,  in  order  (as 
fhe  may  fuppofe)  to  ruin  the  character  of  the  au 
thor  and  the  fale  of  the  book.  Perhaps,  Sir,  llie  is 
a  little  chagrined,  becaufe  the  "  Victims  of  Sen- 
c<  timent"  was  not  (as  fhe  expected)  dedicated  to 
her  Ladyfhip.  Poor  creature  !  how  forry  I  am  for 
her  accumulated  difappointments  ! 

This  old  maid  of  a  lady,  wallowing  in  the  mire 
of  ftupidity,  has  controverted  the  defign,  and  mif- 
conitrued  the  author's  meaning  (which  is  to  fhow 
the  evil  tendency  and  bad  effects  arifing  from  parents 

obliging 
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obliging  their  children  to  marry  againft  their  incli 
nations)  into  a  violation  of  the  virtue  of  her  lex- 
I  hope  the  lady  will  give  the  hook  an  impartial 
peru  fal,  and  decide  upon  its  merit  with  candour, 
accuracy,  arid  preclfiori  ;  and  when  fhe  perceives  her 
error,  and  acknowledges  it,  then,  Sir,  I  fhall  crave 
pardon  for  this  intrufion.  A  GENTLEMAN. 

Mr.  PaiicupiNE— — £*  A  Gentleman^'  who  feems 
rather  new  and  awkward  in  that  character,  in  your 
paper  of  Monday,  replied  to  "  A  Lady"  on  the  ad 
vice  fhe  thought  proper  to  give  to  a  young  author 
of  this  city.  This  gentleman  is,  affuredly,  of  the 
regenerated  race  ;  for  he  uriderftands  as  little  of  the 
rules  of  gallantry  as  of  grammar.  His  defence  of 
the  Victims  of  Sentiment  is  as  replete  with  ill  manners 
as  the  work  he  commends  is  with  nonfenfe,  his  ad 
miration  of  which  is  cafily  accounted  for,  on  the 
maxim,  that  cc  a  fool  always  finds  a  greater  fool  to 
admire  him,"  A  LADY. 

Mr,  PORCUPINE — I  fhould  be  very  much  gratified 
to  fee  your  correipondent  ("  A  Gentleman")  fhow 
wherein  the  publication  entitled  The  Victims  of  Sen 
timent  evinces  fo  much  merit  as  he  pretends  to  find 
in  it.  For  my  part,  as  far  as  my  understanding 
goes,  I  can  perceive  no  other  defign  in  the  writer 
than  an  abfolute  defence  of  conjugal  infidelity.  If  his 
intentions  were  different,  he  has  certainly  gone 
aiide  from  his  purpofe ;  for,  inflead  of  labouring  to 
fr  event  an  evil,  he  only  goes  to  point  out  how  its 
anguifh  may  he  mitigated  by  ieeking  for  induU 
gences  elfewhert* 

I  do  not  indeed  apprehend  much  mifchief  from 
the  prevalence  of  his  doctrine,  becaufe  the  produc* 
tion  is  too  frivolous  to  recommend  his  principles 
with  fufficient  force  to  overturn  the  chaflity  or  mo 
rality  of  our  fair  ;  but  the  author  ought  certainly  to 

be 
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be  cautioned  not  to  cxpofe  himielf  by  appearing  in 
public  in  fo  bad  a  caufe. 

In  the  advert! feme nt  prefixed  to  this  book,  we 
are  told  that  the  defign  of  it  is  to  appeafe  the  fuffer- 
ings  of  an  unhappy  wife,  or  to  prevent  the  barfh. 
control  of  a  parent  over  the  affections  of  his  child. 
But,  granting  this  to  he  the  innocent  motive,  what 
occafion  is  there  for  his  precept  ?  Where  have  we 
an  inftance,  in  a  free  country  like  this,  of  a  parent 
compelling  his  daughter  to  marry  again  ft  her  will  ? 
And  if  there  be  no  example  of  the  error,  whence 
the  neccllity  of  cenfures  or  admonitions  ?  To  what 
purpote  is  it  that  we  wield  the  weapons  of  fatirc 
where  there  is  nothing  to  receive  its  force  ?  Let  the 
author  refer ve  his  talents  to  do  away  prevalent  vices, 
and  endeavour  to  reform  where  reformation  is  re 
quired.  In  Spain,  or  perhaps  in  Ruffia,  the  author's 
fentiments  might  be  relifhed  better,  even  though 
they  fhoukl  not  be  fo  fortunate  as  to  receive  the  ap 
probation  of  a  wealthy  patron  ;  but  the  writer  may  be 
aflured,  that  in  a  country  where  his  leffons  are  fo 
ufelefs,  riches  can  be  of  no  avail  to  reicue  it  from 
contempt. 

I  fay  nothing  as  to  the  merits  of  the  performance 
in  point  of  competition,  becaufc,  whatever  defire  I 
may  have  that  the  tnfte  of  our  young  ladies  may  not 
be  vitiated,  it  would  perhaps  be  thought  to  proceed 
more  from  ill  nature  than  a  defire  to  reftify  their 
judgment  ;  but  the  fact  is,  that  it  prefents  nothing 
valuable,  either  of  ityie  or  fentiment ;  and  it  is  to 
be  wifhed  that  a  production,  intended  for  the  perti- 
fal  of  the  world,  might  be  fubrmUed,  before  publi 
cation,  to  an  underftanding  more  matured  than  that 
of  the  youthful  female  to  which  this  is  addreili-d.  I 
have  not  the  honour  to  know  her  perfonally,  -but  I 
fhould  not  fuppoie  from  her  age  that  fhc  was  quali 
fied  to  u  function"  a  primer,  much  lets  a  work  in 
ter: 
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tended  to  reclaim  fathers  from  the  practice  of  cruelty  > 
and  redrefs  the  grievances  of  daughters. 

MARITUS*. 

More  Americans  exchanged  for  French  Prifoners  of 
War. — Captain  More,  of  Alexandria,  and  his  crew, 
captured  by  the  French,  were  put  in  irons  and  con 
fined  with  the  Britifh  prifoners.  Their  daily  fubfiir- 
ence  was  half  a  pound  of  bread,  a  quarter  of  a  pound 
of  falt-fifh,  and  as  much  water  as  they  required.— 
Captain  More  was  lent  with  Captain  Calvert  to  be 
exchanged  at  Martinique. 

Britons  and  Americans  !  the  French  feem  refolved 
to  unite  you  in  fpite  of  yourfelves — in  fpite  of  the 
treachery  and  folly  that  are  too  obvious  in  the  con- 
duel  of  individuals  in  both  countries  to  oppofe  it.  If 
found  policy,  good  fenfe,  and  mutual  intereft  were 
not  powerful  enough  to  bring  about  an  alliance  in 
the  days  of  profperity  and  eafe,  the  hour  of  adver- 
fity,  French  jails  and  kicks,  Starvation  and  hand 
cuffs,  will  teach  you  at  lead  to  fympathize  together. 

Lines  written  at  Newport,  on  feeing  the  Sign  of  the 
Liberty  Cap. 

SAY,  fellow-citizens,  did  you  ever  fee 
ThJ  unmeaning  emblem  of  French  liberty, 

*  Here  I  thought  proper  to  interfere,  and  prevent  the  further 
\vafte  of  ink  and  time  on  fuch  a  contemptible  performance  ;  nor 
ihould  I  hive  given  the  controverfy  a  place  here,  had  not  a  recent 
event  [1/99]  in  t  be  family  of  Mr.  Bingham  rendered  the  juftnefs  of 
the  obiervations  of  MARITUS  Angularly  ftriking.  There  have  been 
feveral  attempts  made  in  the  novel  way  in  theie  State* :  they  have 
all  fallen  far  be  nea-th  mediocrity  in  point  of  literary  merit;  and, 
•which  i«  Hill  vvorfe,  all  thofe  that  ]  have  i'een,  have,  like  the  mi- 
ierable  ftnffof  poor  Relf,  been  of  mi  >mmoral  tenden.y.  The 
fate  of  this  imp  of  a  printers  devil  may  be  jultly  deicribed  in  the 
very  words  in  which  the  author  concludes  it,  in  defcribing  the 
fate  of  its.  hero : — "  he  dropped  clown,  and  at  once  difappfared 
from  the  i^oi'ItlS* 

Plac'd 
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PlacM  at  a  tavern  keeper's  door  as  fign, 

To  indicate  the  licens'd  man  of  wine? 

1  own  to  me  it  is  a  novel  ti^ht, 

To  iee  this  uieful  covering  for  the  night, 

With  gold  fo  finely  ornamented  all, 

And  iiuck  without  a  head  upon  a  pole : 

Pray,  is  it  by  this  tinfel  outlide  (how 

That  we  the  Cap  of  Liberty  may  know  ? 

I  own  1  fiiould  have  ta'en  this  fplendid  bright  cap, 

Simply  to  fignify  a  golden  night-cap, 

Unlefs  by  inipiration  I  fiiould  fee 

The  form  appertinent  to  liberty ; 

And  'tis  a  cap,  if  truly  may  be  faid, 

In  which  th'  aerial  dame  ne'er  plac'd  her  head : 

It  might  a  fool  or  T d  fit  as  well, 

A  Have,  a  tyrant,  or  fome  imp  of  hell ! 
Oft  have  I  ieea  that  form  of  bloody  hue 
Bedeck  the  head  of  many"  a  fcoumdrel  crew 
Of  robbers,  and  of  bafe  aflbffins  too ; 
\Vhilii  they,  exulting  o'er  their  ilaugliter'd  prey, 
With  beitial  yell,  cry  Five  la  Libert  e  ! 

Oh  impious  iignal,  terror  of  the  good, 
Borne  byafavage  herd  through  fields  of  bloodi 
Shall  this  fell  fign  difgrace  Columbia's  coaft, 
Whofe  happy  fons  a  peaceful  freedom  boaft  ? 
J  like  not  here  thy  mad-cap  form  to  find, 
As  fign  of  freedom  in  thy  owner's  mind ! 
Much  truer  emblems  of  French  Liberty, 
Are  bears  or  wolves  juft  from  their  chains  fet  free* 

To  Correfpondents. — Several  favours  are  omitted 
to-day  that  ihall  be  inferted  to-morrow. 

"  Riifticus"  is  thankfully  received,  and  fhall  ap 
pear  in  the  next  number. 

"  A  Friend  to  Peter  Ponuplne"  will  pi  cafe,  ano 
ther  time,  to  convey  his  advice  in  terms  lefs  autho 
ritative,  or  he  may  depend  on  being  difrcgardcd. 

"  A  True  Democrat^*  who  complains  of  my  abuf- 
ing  MefTrs.  Bache  and  Swanwick,  and  who  con 
cludes  his  letter  with,  "  Read  the  Bible  and  Botion's 

Four  fold  State,  you  d d  fcoundrel,"  has  my  free 

liberty  to  tuck  himfelf  up  to  the  lamp  poll  oppofite 
my  door. 

"  A  Subfcriber"  who  is  highly  difplcafed  at  my 

fe  verity 
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feverity  on  the  Regicide  Directory  of  France,  is  ffioft 
rei  peel  fully  requeited  to  withdraw  his  fubfcription. 

(£f  Correfpondents  are  delired  never  to  write  un 
der  the  name  of  Subfcriber.  It  feems  to  found  very 
much  like  Majter. 


FRIDAY,  i;th  MARCH, 

Rujllcnss  Reflections  on  Bache. — Mr.  Porcupine,  I 
was  very  much  amufed  lately,  with  the  entertaining 
anecdotes  and  inftru6tive  leffons  contained  in  an 
old  newfpaper.  It  was  dated  but  in  1790,  yet  the 
difference  between  the  fubjects  of  that  and  thofe  of 
the  prefent  day  was  fo  ftriking,  that  I  was  amazingly 
taken  with  it.  I  left  no  part,  not  even  an  adver^ 
tifement,  unread.  On  turning  back  to  the  firfr. 
page,  frill  for  fomething  more  ;  the  motto  attracted 
my  notice  :  Truth,  Decency,  Utility — expreiiive,  I 
thought,  of  the  contents  of  the  paper.  I  then  looked 
for  the  printer's  name,  but  imagine,  Sir,  my  fur- 
prife,  when  1  read  that  of  Benjamin  Franklin  Bache  ! 

I  was  now  led  to  coniider  the  amazing  change  in 
this  paper,  in  fo  ihort  a  period,  and  its  aberrations 
from  every  principle  by  which  it  feemed  at  firil  to  be 
directed. 

To  give  you  a  fpecirnen  of  its  politics,  I  lhall 
t  ran  (bribe  a  paragraph  from  the  number  now  before 
me,  dated  November  27,  1790.  This  may  ferve  as 
a  contraft  to  thofe  very  frequently  exhibited  for  fome 
time  pafr,  and  particularly  with  one  on  the  6th  of 
this  month. 

ce  Succefsful  in  war,  but  foiled  in  the  arts  of 
"  peace,  the  people  of  the  United  States  were  long 
"  the  dupes  of  European  policy,  and  were  nearly 
"  the  victims  of  their  own  indifcretion.  We  were 
"  animated  by  a  fpirit  of  falfe  trade.  Indufrry  was 
44  active,  but  her  activity  was  ill  directed.  Liberty 
"  was .tremblinglv  alive ;  and  but  alive.  Attacked 

"  »>7 
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fc  by  illiberality  and  difunion,  we  dreaded  left  fhe 
<f  fhould  expire  on  the  threihold  of  government. 
cc  But  licentioufnefs  was  evidently 'her  moil  formi- 
fc  dable  foe.  More  than  one  State  was  convulfed 
"  by  the  efforts  of  (now)  difappointed  faction. 
*c  Commerce  Stagnated  in  all  her  channels,  and 
"  credit  was  mo  it  deplorably  at  the  loweil  ebb. 

"  But  the  Icene  is  changed.  A  new,  a  happy 
"  fenes  of  years  commences.  Juilice  defcends  from 
<c  the  ikies,  where  too  many  had  compelled  her  to 
fc  take  refuge.  The  hands  of  the  manufacturer  are 
cc  beneficially  employed.  Our  ports  abound  in  our 
"  own  veffels.  Agriculture  is  encouraged.  A 
"  Waihington  prefides  over  us  with  as  much  dignity 
"  and  wifdom  as  man  is  capable  of  exerting.  The 
"  found  policy  of  Adams  fhall  again  be  manifefled  i 
"  and  the  diftinguifhed  talents  of  Jefferfon  advan- 
<c  tageoufly  difplayed. 

".With  thefe  profpcdls,  which  reil  on  as  much  fe- 
<e  curity  as  humanity  can  expect,  what  evils  have 
"  we  to  fear  ?  or  rather,  what  bleflings  may  we  not 
"  hope  for  ?" 

From  a  natural  affociation  of  ideas,  I  then  began 
to  figure  to  my  mind  the  young  man,  as  he  appeared 
at  that  period  ;  like  his  paper  and  his  motto — young, 
modeft,  unarTuming;  and  to  inquire  (for  I  feldom 
now  fee  his  paper),  whether  the  motto,  as  well  as 
the  fubject  matter,  the  title  of  the  paper,  and  the 
very  figure  of  the  man,  were  not  changed.  I  foon 
recollected  that  it  was  ;  and  that  for  one  excellent  in 
itielf,  in  our  plain  mother  tongue,  another,  in  a 
dead  language,  was  adopted,  not  ib  familiar  to  the 
vulgar  readers,  to  be  fure ;  but  yet  a  very  good 
motto — Sui'wo  ut  profim.  I  had  Latin  enough  to 
find  out  that  this  iiiil  promiled  fomething  that  the 
plain  Englifh  one  did  ;  to  be  ufeful.  What  !  me- 
thought,  at  the  expenfe  of  truth  and  decency  I 

VOL.  v.  H  In 
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In  my  future  communications,  if  you  have  no 
objection,  Mr.  Printer,  I  mean  to  confider,  and 
treat  as  my  fubje£r,  the  progrefs  of  this  paper 
through  all  its  mutations  ;  the  probable  caufes  of 
thofe  mutations ;  and,  in  fine,  to  write  on  the  ef 
fects  of  ambition  and  guilt,  as  exemplified  in  the 
character  of  a  frinter. 

RUSTICUS  *. 

Barney  and  his  Squadron. — Extract  of  a  letter 
from  Williamfburg,  Virginia.  t€  The  Afia,  64, 
"  Captain  R.  Murray,  and  the  Thifbe,  28,  Cap- 
"  tain  O.  Hardy,  are  lying  yet  in  Hampton  Roads. 
«  TheTopaze,  38,  Thetis,  38,  Lynx  iloop,  18. 
"  Commodore  Barney  is  preparing  fafl  for  his  de- 
<(  parture  ;  and  however  Itrange  it  may  appear,  he 
"  certainly  will  not  delay  his  departure  one  day 
"  when  ready,  on  account  of  any  force  the  Britifh. 
"  may  have  on  our  coafL  His  fhips  fail  remark- 
"  ably  well,  and  have  both  very  refpeclable  of- 
<f  ficers." 

Now  the  readers  of  Porcupine's  Gazette  will 
pleale  to  remember  this  declaration.  We  fhall  fee 
that  the  noble  commodore  will  never  budge  an  inch, 
fo  long  as  there  is  a  Britifh  cannon  pointed  againft 
him.  

Young  Orleans  and  La  Fayette.—Our  information 
was  wrong,  with  refpecl:  to  the  Duke  of  Orleans 
having  arrived  in  town  on  Sunday  with  the  late 
Prelident.  It  was  another  gentleman,  the  inftruclor 


*  My  friend  Rufticus's  favours,  if  I  may  judge  from  this  fam- 
pie,  will  always  be  welcome.  Thtprogrfjs  he  propoies  totrace^ 
will,  undoubtedly,  he  very  amufirig.  1  am  miftaken  if  it  will  not 
furpafs  the  harlot's  progrefs  ^  both  in  variety  of  incident,  and  degree 
&f  proftitution.  P.  ?• 

of 
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of  Mr.  Fayette,  who  has  accompanied  the  General 
from  Mount  Vernon  *. 

French  Flag  at  New-York. — "  The  charm. diffolves 
"  apace,"  fays  old  Profpero — and  fo  fay  t  :  for  on 
Tuefday  laft,  the  proprietors  of  the  Tontine  Coffee- 
houfe  at  New- York,  formally  took  down  the  French 
flag  from  the  altitude,  whence  it  had,  for  three 
long  years,  caft  dilgrace  on  all  who  entered  the 
building. 

The  editor  of  the  Daily  Advertifer  of  that  city, 
in  giving  an  account  of  this  removal,  affumes  the 
foftening  tone.  He  feems  afraid  to  attribute  it  to 
any  change  that  has  taken  place  in  the  feritiments  of 
the  proprietors  of  the  houfe,  and  of  the  people  of 
New-York ;  and  therefore  he  very  ferioufly  tells  us, 
gently  itroking  his  beard  all  the  time,  *f  that  Hep 
•'  was  taken  in  confequence  of  the  difturbances 
"  occafioned  by  the  frequent  difplacing  of  thofe 
"  figures  by  inconfiderate  individuals,  to  gratify 
"  their  private  folly  or  intemperate  opinions" 

Private  opinions  and  intemperate  folly  might,  per 
haps,  have  been  preferable  to  <(  private  folly  and 
"  intemperate  opinions  ;".but  remarks  of  this  nature 
I  fhall  leave  to  thole  who  are  difpofed  to  criticife  on 
the  iiyle  of  a  nevvfpaper,  and  confine  myfclf  to  fuch 
as  relate  to  the  meaning  of  this  conciliatory  para 
graph. 

If  what  it  willies  to  tell  us  be  true;  if  the  dif- 
turbances  occafioned  by  the  fcandalous  and  degrad 
ing  emblem  in  queftion,  were  the  fole  reafons  for 
taking  it  down,  I  would  like  to  be  informed,  how  it 


*  The  two  Egalites  arc  in  the  United  States  at  this  time,  on 
their  travels ;  but.  it  is  worthy  of  remark,  that  though  they  boafted 
at  Paris  of  being  the  defcendants  of  a  coachman,  they  now  think 
proper  to  abandon  their  new  name  and  take  up  their  old  one.  For 
what  they  do  this  I  know  net ;  as  it  would  be  a  very  nice  point 
;o  determine  which  of  the  two  names  is  moft  infamous* 

H  2,  carnc 
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came  not  to  be  taken  down  long  ago  ?  Was  it  lair 
week  that  thofe  difrurbances  began,  or  were  thofe  of 
laft  week  of  a  more  ferious  nature  than  any  which  had 
before  happened  ?  The  beft  anfvver  to  this  queftion 
will,  perhaps,  be  found  in  the  following  documents 
and  paragraphs  from  New-York  papers  of  May 


New-York,  May  20,  1  795.--"  STOP  THIEF  !  Stolen 

*-  from  the  Tontine  Coffee-houfe,  on  the  morning 

"  of  the  2oth  inflant,  ihejftag  of  the  French  Repub- 

(e  lie,  recently  put  by  the  republican  citizens  of  New- 

"  York,  in  union  with  the  American  colours.     A 

"  certain  William  Anderfon,  lately  from  England, 

"  in  the   fhip  Hope,    is  fuppofed  to  be  the  thief. 

"  Whoever  fhall  apprehend  the  faid  perfon,  or  any 

"  other  perfon  or  perfons,    who  fhall  have  been 

"  guilty  or  concerned  in  the  faid  theft,  and  fecure 

"  him  or  them  in  any  jail  of  the  United  States,  fhall 

"  receive  a  reward  of  150  dollars. 

"  WALTER  BICKER. 

ic  In  behalf  of  the  republican  citizens  of  New- 

"  York. 

"  N.  B.  All  the  printers  in  the  United  States  are 
"  requefted  to  infert  the  above  advertifement." 

Again.  —  (4  Perfonally  appeared  before  me,  An- 
Cf  drew  Van  Tnyl,  one  of  the  Aldermen  of  the  city 
"  ofNew-Y^ork,  James  Durham,  who  depofeth  and 
"  faith,  that  he  lives  with  Mr.  John  Hyde,  at  the 
"  Tontine  Coffee-houfe,  and  was  up  on  the  night 
"  of  Tuefday  the  igth,  until  about  three  o'clock  in 
ee  the  morning;  that  he  was  requefted  by  William 
"  Anderfon,  one  of  the  lodgers  at  the  Tontine  Cof- 
<c  fce-houfe,  to  go  up  to  his  bed-room  to  fee  that 
(e  his  bed  was  ready  for  him  :  this  was  about  two 
<c  o'clock.  That  he  went  up  'flairs,  and  remained 
<c  there  about  five  minutes  ;  that  when  he  returned 
<{  to  the  large  coffee-room,  he  met  the  faid  William 

"  Anderfon 
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"  Anderfon  going  up  flairs  out  of  the  coffee-  room, 
"  with  his  coat  and  hat  off  ;  that  this  deponent 
(c  found  the  lamps  under  the  liberty  cap  broke  ;  and 
"  looking  up,  obferved  the  French  flag  torn  off; 
"  this  deponent  then  exclaimed  again  It  the  pro- 
((  ceedintf,  on  which  the  faid  \\illiain  Anderfori 

ID  * 

"  ufed  threatening  language  to  this  deponent^  and 
"  told  him  to  hold  his  tongue. 

"  That  the  following  perfons  were  in  company 
<c  with  the  faid  William  Anderfon,  viz.  Young- 
"  huibands,  Codd,  Blackftone,  M'Kenzie,  Robins  ; 
"  all  lodgers  at  the  Tontine  CofTee-houle. 

"  After  this  the  above  perfons  retired  to  bed  ;  and 
"  this  deponent,  after  finding  the  French  flag  toni 
<{  down,  went  and  informed  Mr.  Hyde,  who  was  ip 
"  bed.  From  every  circumftance  attending  this 
(f  bulinefs,  and  from  the  actions  and  language  of 
<c  the  faid  Anderfon,  this  deponent  does  truly  be-' 
u  Heve,  that  the  faid  William  Anderfon  was  the 
"  perfon  principally  concerned  in  tearing  down  the 
"  French  flag. 

({  JAMES  DURHAM." 

u  Sworn  before  me  this  > 
•'  aoth  May,  1795."    J 

Again,  May  21.  -  <c  Yefterday  bet\veen  the 
"  hours  of  twelve  and  one,  a  number  of  Frenchmen, 
"  on  feeing  their  national  flag  infuited  by  fome  Eng- 

lifhmen  (who  i\\ey  fuppofed  took  it  down  from  the 
"  liberty  cap  on  the  night  before),  went  up  flairs 
"  where  an  Englifh.  officer,  a  Mr.  Codd,  lodged, 
"  and  fuppofing  him  one  of  the  guilty  perfons,  took 
"  his  regimental  coat,  brought  it  down,  and  tore  it  in 
<c  pieces. 

66  The  attention  of  the  town  was  yeilerday  much 
"  engaged  by  the  circumflance  of  the  removal  of  the 
"  French  jflag,  which  had  been  attached  (with  the 
*f  American)  to  the  liberty  cap  that  was  replaced  011 

H  3  "  Monday 


tf 
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"  Monday  evening,  in  the  coffee-room  of  the  Ton- 
"  fine  Coffee-houie. 

"  By  the  examination  of  James  Durham,  a  waiter 
<f  at  the  coffee-houie,  before  Mr.  Alderman  Van 
*c  Tuyl,  it  appears,  that  circumflances  ftrongly  con- 
c<  curred  to  fix  the  act  on  a  Mr.  Anderfon,  who 
"  arrived  within  a  few  days  from  England. 

"  A  whaling  boat,  manned  with  fixteen  hands, 
€(  armed)  left  the  city  about  noon  to  overtake  him  ; 
"  but  returned  lail  evening,  after  having  boarded  a 
<f  veiTel  in  which  he  was  fuppofed  to  have  embarked 
"  for  Halifax.  He  was  not  on  board." 

Now  what,  pray,  has  lately  happened  of  confe- 
quence  equal  to  this  ?  If  the  proprietors  of  the  houfe 
were  actuated  by  no  other  motive  than  the  preven 
tion  of  difiurbances,  how  comes  it  that  this  motive 
did  not  lead  them  to  the  fame  meafure,,  when  the 
above  hue  and  cry  difgraced  their  city  ?  The  fact  is, 
that  the  livery  of  Orleans  was  hung  up  by  the  con- 
fent  of  a  majority  of  the  proprietors  of  the  houfe, 
notwithfianding  the  Daily  Advertifer  now  wiflies  to 
make  us  believe  that  they  knew  nothing  at  all  about 
the  matter.  I  look  upon  the  Daily  Advertifer  of 
moderate,  and,  generally  fpeaking,  good  principles ; 
but  the  following  contrafl  will  teach  the  Editor  that 
trimming^  efpecially  in  print,  is  never  fafe. 

Paper  of  May  21,  1795.  Paper  of  March  i  £,  1797. 

It  was  readily  and  juftly  fup-  The  original  impropriety  of 

poied,  that   no   friend    to  this  enforcing  a  peaceable   acquief- 

country  had  committed  the  aft ;  cence  in  a  meafure  which  had  no 

the  impolicy  and  intuit  attending  poflible  ufe  in  its  firft  adoption 

it   are   unpardonable.       For   al-  (by  men  who  had  no  bujinefs  to 

though   it   is    far  from   being  call  them  to  the  room  ;  or  right 

right,    that  the  peace   of  this  to  dictate  at  all  to  the  public 

city  fliould  depend  on  the  fixture  opinion),  was  long  confidered 

of  an  emblematical  figure  in  a  as  derogatory  to  the  independ- 

coffee-room  :  yet,  being  there  by  ence  of  thofe  by  whom  the  bouft 

the  c. nnfent  of  the  citizen*  <wbo  are  ivas  really  fuppor ted  \    and  no- 

and f upper  i  the  houfe ,  thing  but  a  defirc  to   prevent 

as  further 
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»3  well  as  of  the  citizens  at  large,      further  ridiculous  difturbancet 
the  removal  of  it  was  an  adt  of      admitted  of  its  being  countenanced 
indifcretion  and  ivickednefs  that      in  any  degree  whatever. 
fiiould  meet   with  the  higheft 
contempt. 

This,  Mr.  Editor,  is  called  boxing  the  compafs ! 
an  art  very  necefiary  to  be  fure,  where  the  fea  of  po 
litics  is  agitated  by  contrary  winds;  but  in  doing 
it,  you  fhould  always  keep  a  fharp  look-out  ahead ; 
a  piece  of  advice  that  is  equally  applicable  to  the 
Tontine  Coffee-houfe  *. 


SATURDAY,  i8th  MARCH. 

Captain  Calvert  fraternized. — The  following  is  a 
copy  of  a  letter  from  Captain  Thomas  Calvert ,  late 
of  the  brig  Friends,  from  London  to  this  port, 
blown  off  our  coaft  laft  December,  and  captured  by 


*  The  fate  of  this  flag  is  fomewhat  fingular.  I  have  the  ho 
nour  to  know  MefTrs.  Robert  Toungbufiands  and  If rj  111am  Ander- 
/0»,  who  pulled  it  down.  Tiie  former  is  an  Englifhman,  the  lat 
ter  a  Scotchman,  both  of  them  as  found-hearttd,  brave  fellows, 
as  ever  exifted ;  and  I  think  1  can  venture  to  fay,  that,  "  armed" 
or  unarmed,  they  would  not  have  turned  their  backs  on  any  "Jix- 
teen"  fans  culottes  that  ever  exifted.  Very  far  were  they  from 
fleeing,  or  fkulking  from  the  enraged  republicans.  They  went 
on  board  Captain  Yonnghufbands's  fliip,  where  they  remained, 
ready  armed  for  their  defence,  till  they  failed  out  of  the  harbour. 
If  Bob  You nghu (bands  had  been  in  the  place  of  Mr.  Codd,  the 
French  cannibals  would  not  have  torn  his  coat  in  pieces.  He 
would  have  felled  the  mifcreants  by  fcores,  as  Sampfon  did  the 
Philiftines. — This  emblem  of  French  and  American  fraternity 
was,  in  order  to  render  it  fire-preof^  made  of  tin.  It  was  not 
only  pulled  down,  but  carried  off,  clean  out  of  the  country, 
and  it  is  at  this  time  [Auguft,  1/99]  actually  a  plaything  for  the 
children  of  a  good  loyal  fubjedt,  in  the  city  of  St.  John,  Province 
of  N£w-Brunfwick  !  Such  has  been  the  fate  of  the  famous  frater 
nal  flag,  which,  for  a  long  time,  occupied  the  ferious  attention 
of  the  grave  magiftracy  of  New- York,  and  which  caufed  more 
buttle  and  anxiety  amongft  the  citizens,  than  the  capture  of  a 
hundred  of  their  veifels  and  the  flogging  of  a  thoufand  of  their 
fsiJors ! 

H  4  a  French 
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a  French  privateer  off  Antigua,  carried  into  Guada- 
loupe,  where  both  veflel  and  cargo  were  condemned, 
and  the  captain  and  crew  imprifoned. 

"  I  am  in  a  hurry — this  moment  arrived  from 
"  Port  Royal,  where  I  was  exchanged  from  a 
(f  French  priibn  of  hunger  and  drought.  I  have 
'c  wrote  to  you  before,  and  make  no  doubt  of  your 
"  receiving  my  letters.  I  have  to  return  to  Port 
"  Royal  for  your  boy  Aaron,  whom  I  purpofe  bring- 
"  ing  home  with  me. — I  have  to  inform  you  that  I 
<c  am  now  without  clothes  or  money,  and  much  ex- 
"  haufied  with  hunger  and  the  abufe  I  received. 
"  My  brother  and  mate  are  yet  in  Viclor  Hugues's 
"  prifon — G  God!  the  lots  of  money  is  nothing; 
"  but  the  horrid  treatment  I  received,  has  nearly 
(c  deprived  me  of  exigence.  I  remain  yours> 

<s  THOS.  CALVERT  *." 

Death  of  the  Emprefs  of  Ruffia. — An  arrival  from 
Liverpool  has  this  day  brought  us  the  following 
very  important  article  of  news. — "  ST.  PETERS- 
"  BURGH,  Nov.  18,  1797.  Laft  night  her  Irnpc- 
"  rial  Majefty,  who  had  been  feizcd  with  an  apo- 
f{  plectic  fit  on  the  preceding  day,  expired  at  a 
(i  quarter  before  ten  o'clock. 

44  Immediately  after  her  Imperial  Majefty's  de- 
ff  cealb,  the  Emperor  Paul  was  proclaimed  before 
"  the  palace  in  the  ufual  form  ;  and  the  whole 
*c  court,  which  was  there  aifemblcd  in  anxious  ex- 
Ci  pedlation  from  the  morning  of  the  Emprefs's  ac- 
<c  cidcnt  to  the  moment  of  her  death,  immediately 
."  took  the  oath  of  allegiance  to  the  new  fovereign, 
"  as  did  the  four  regiments  of  guards ;  and  every 


*  If  poor  Captain  Calvert  wr.s  a  good  Whig  during  the  late 
revolution,  I  dare  fay  he  never  expected  any  treatment  like  this 
at  the  hands  of  our  generous  allies,  the  French,  especially  after 
they  fliouJd  become  "  'virtuous  republicans" 

"  thing; 
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"  thing  patted  with  the  greateil  order  and  tranquil- 
«  lity." 

A  Dream. — Some  time  ago,  a  refpe$able  lady  of 
England,  who  was  of  undoubted  veracity,  and  ex 
emplary  for  her  attention  to  religion  (a  thing  quite 
unfafhionable  in  our  enlightened  days),  dreamed  a 
dream.  And,  behold  !  ilie  was  at  the  gates  of  the 
infernal  regions.  Either  from  fome  unaccountable 
impulfe,  or  impelled  by  that  curiofity  which  is  ge 
nerally  a  leading  feature  in  her  lex,  fhe  knocked  at 
the  door.  What  was  her  aftoniihment,  when,  in- 
Head  of  a  porter,  fhe  beheld  his  Satanic  Ma  jelly 
himlelf  officiating  as  door-keeper  !  She  immediately 
inquired  the  reafon,  and  received  for  anfwer,  that 
his  whole  infernal  hofl  was  ib  much  engaged  in 
propagating  the  interests  of  liberty ,  equality,  murder 
en  via/ft,  &V.  &c.  in  France,  that  he  was  obliged 
to  attend  to  the  whole  duty  of  the  lower  houfc  him- 
felf. 


MONDAY,  2oth  MARCH. 

French  Incendiaries  at  CharJefton* — MR. 
Obferving  a  few  days  iince  in  one  of  the  gazettes, 
that  a  further  proviiion  is  intended  to  be  made  for 
the  fupport  of  the  emigrants,  commonly,  though 
abfurdly,  called  our  good  and  faithful  allies  (while 
many  of  our  native  unfortunate  poor  are  unpro 
vided  for,  and  every  day  experiencing  the  keeneft 
want  and  mifcry),  I  ilep  forward  to  aid  fo  laudable 
a  dclign ;  and  therefore  through  the  channel  of 
your  Gazette,  beg  leave  to  introduce,  Mr.  Porcu 
pine,  to  yourfelf  and  the  public,  fome  circum  fiances, 
which  probably  at  this  moment  you  are  all  unac 
quainted  with. 

Shortly  after  the  St.  Domingo  maffacre,  when  the 
inhabitants,  white,  black,    and  an un dingoes,  were 

flying 
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flying  in  every  quarter  and  direction,  Charleston,  in 
South  Carolina  (my  native  foil),  received  into  its 
bofom  upwards  of  fifteen  hundred  ;  they  have  lincc 
increafed,  and  in  December  laft  amounted  to  near 
two  thduiand  five  hundred. 

Conceiving  them  unfortunate  and  diilreffed,  in 
every  point  of  view,  the  humanity  of  my  country* 
xnen  did  not  admit  one  moment's  paufe.  Exertions 
were  inilantly  made  for  their  relief,  and  quickly  ef 
fected  to  provide  for  their  every  want. 

How  have  we  been  recompenfed  ? — Our  citizens 
infulted,  arid  frequently  wounded  by  them  in  our 
own  territories ;  our  laws  laughed  at  and  trampled 
under  foot,  and  our  officers  of  juflice  threatened 
with  death  if  they  dared  to  execute  the  orders  of  our 
nragiftrates.  I  will  yet  go  further — What  has  oo 
cafioned  the  change  of  conduct  in  our  domeftics, 
even  to  a  degree  of  infolence  r  I  reply,  the  French 
refugees  of  St.  Domingo  and  elfewhere.  What  has 
laid  wafle  and  defolated  our  once  flourishing  city  of 
Charletlon  ?  A  refugee  cut-throat  from  St.  Do- 
xningo.  I  ftate  the  cafe,  be  judges  yourfelves. 

The  lafl  dreadful  conflagration  in  that  apparently 
devoted  city,  broke  out  about  three  o'clock  in  the 
afternoon  in  an  obfcure  houfe  in  Lodge  Alley,  at 
the  dwelling  of  one  of  thole  bleffed  St.  Domingo 
gentry,  who  had  been  often  heard  to  fay,  that  Ca 
rolina,  as  well  as  Georgia,  belonged  to  their  nation, 
and  that  they  would  ultimately  have  it.  This  All- 
lie  had  built,  adjoining  to  his  kitchen,  two  iialls, 
one  for  a  horfe,  and  the  other  for  a  cow ;  and  at 
the  further  end  had  piled  up  his  hay.  Now,  it  is 
notorious  that  he  had  neither  horfe  nor  cow  ;  nor 
was  he  able  to  purchafe  either ;  confequently,  did 
not  want  hay,  unlefs  for  fome  other  purpofe, 

On  the  fatal  day  of  the  fire,  he  ordered  his  wo 
man  cook  to  fry  fome  filh  (from  refitting  circum- 
ilauces  all  was  planned),  and  weot  immediately 
2  from 
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from  the  houfe — to  which  he  never  returned.  He 
had  fcarcely  reached  the  end  of  the  alley,  before 
the  fire  bur  ft  out,  covered  the  neighbourhood  with 
flames,  and  fpread  defolation  in  every  direction. 
The  confequences  are  well  known  ;  the  diilrelFes  of 
the  fufferers  were  great,  till  the  extended  arm  of 
humanity  relieved  them. 

But  how  did  this  frying  of  fifh  occafion  fire  ?  I 
give  the  cook's  own  words  ;  fhe  had  put  too  much 
fat  in  the  pan,  which  being  overheated  took  fire; 
fhe  was  frightened,  ran  to  the  pile  of  hay,  and 
thrufl  the  pan  into  it ;  but,  oh  marvelloufly  wonder 
ful  !  the  hay,  inftead  of  outing  the  fire,  took  the 
benefit  of  it  to  itfelf,  and  burft  into  a  flame,  that 
hurled  definition  all  around  it.  What  I  have 
ftated  are  melancholy  facls ;  myfelf  being  arnon^ft 
the  number  of  unfortunate  fufierers. 

During  the  time  of  the  fire,  not  one  of  thefc 
bleffed  gentry  ever  offerea  to  affift,  unlefs  where 
their  own  fraternity  were  in  danger,  but  viewed  the 
diftrefles  of  our  natives  with  calm  compofure,  and 
puffed  their  fegars. 

Yet  thefe,  or  their  fellow- emigrants,  who  arc 
the  people  we  are  anxious  to  provide  for,  rob  and 
plunder  us  by  fea ;  ruin  us  at  home ;  and  laugh  at 
us  for  our  folly. 

My  countrymen,  will  you  be  blind  for  ever ;  or 
at  leaft  will  you  not  fee  till  it  is  too  late  to  open 
youn  eyes  ?  AMERICANUS. 

French  Flag  at  New-York. — The  public  have  beea 
informed,  that  this  banner  of  infamy  was  a  few  days 
ago  taken  down  from  its  place  in  the  Tontine  CofFee- 
houfe  at  New-York.  It  feems  that  this  removal  gave 
great  difpleafure  to  King  Mob,  who,  on  the  i6tii 
inft.  afTembled  all  his  forces  in  order  to  reinitiate  it. 
With  peculiar  fatisfadtion,  however,  it  is  that  I 

relate 
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relate  his  difcomflt.  The  proprietors  of  the  boufe 
were  upon  their  guard,  and  his  Briarean  majefty 
was  obliged  to  retire  in  difgrace,  leaving  ieveral  of 
his  tattered  hofl  in  the  hands  of  the  watch. 

Captain   Holden    and    Crew  fraternized. The 

fchooner  Vernilla,  Henry  Holden  matfer,  on  her 
p-fiage  lately  from  St,  Thomas's  to  the  Havannah, 
off  the  eaft  end  of  St.  Dorniogo,  was  boarded  by  a 
privateer  fchooner  under  French  colours,  the  -crew 
of  which  robbed  him  of  his  watch,  and  feveral  fmall 
articles;  and  in  the  latitude  of  Havannah  was  fired 
on  by  a  fchooner  privateer,  which  h aided  Spanifh 
colours,  and  made  him  fend  his  boat  aboard,  though 
it  blew  fo  hard  that  it  was  with  difficulty  he  laved 
his  boat  from  being  flove :  they  robbed  him  of  a 
barrel  of  flour,  all  his  cabin  fiores,  fire-wood,  the 
people's  clothes,  and  every  thing  they  could  fee, 
and  threatened  to  cut  the  throat  of  one  of  his  crew, 
who  went  on  board  the  privateer.  In  neither  inftance 
could  Captain  Holden  learn  the  names  of  the  vef- 
fels  or  matters,  to  whom  he  was  indebted  for  fuch 
liberal  treatment. 

Captain  Town  fraternized. — Captain  Yerby  (men 
tioned  in  yesterday's  Gazette)  gives  the  follow 
ing  inftance  of  the  fraternity  of  the  French  go 
vernment  in  Hifpaniola,  towards  the  Americans : 
The  brig  America,  Captain  Town,  of  Philadel 
phia,  having  fold  his  outward-bound  cargo  at 
St.  Thomas's,  put  into  Port  de  Paix  to  purchafe 
coffee ;  but  immediately  on  his  entering  the  port, 
his  veffel  was  boarded  by  order  of  the  government, 
by  an  armed  banditti,  who  broke  open  his  hatches, 
Hate-room^  chelts,  and  every  thing  that  came  in 
their  way,  nor  did  they  leave  her  till  they  plun 
dered  her  of  lixteen  thoufand  dollars  cafh  !  Every 
3  effort 
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effort  was  made  by  the  captain  to  obtain  j  aft  ice,  but 
without  fuccefs  ;  for  as  they  had  taken  his  property 
without  pretext,  fo  they  intended  to  keep  it. 

Cut-throat  Negroes  In  Georgia. — Savannah,  24th 
February,  1797. — On  Wednefday  the  i5th  inft.  a 
ihocking  murder  was  committed  at  the  plantation  of 
Mr.  H.  Herfon  in  Scriven  county,  the  particulars  of 
which,  as  far  we  are  informed,  are  as  follows :  Mr. 
Herfon  had  purchafed  feven  men  and  a  woman, 
from  a  cargo  of  negroes  lately  imported,  and  carried 
them  up  to  his  place  in  Scriven  county,  where 
they  appeared  to  be  happy  and  content,  never  re 
ceiving  harfh  language  or  blows  from  their  mailer, 
On  the  morning  of  the  ifth,  one  of  the  fellows 
came  to  the  dwelling-houfe,  requeuing  his  mailer 
to  walk  with  him  to  the  fpot  where  they  had  been 
working,  alleging  that  he  had  finifhed  what  was 
pointed  out  to  them,  and  wanted  more.  Some  little 
time  after,  his  lady  looking  out,  obferved  one  of 
the  fellows  flrike  Mr.  William  Rate  on  the  head 
twice  with  the  club  end  of  his  ax ;  on  her  fcream- 
ing  with  terror,  three  or  four  rulhed  into  the  houfe, 
with  axes  in  their  hands,  and  attempted  her  life,  as 
alfo  that  of  a  young  lady  who  relided  with  her,  but 
were  prevented  by  the  fpirited  conduct  of  the  latter, 
who  railed  a  chair  to  defend  herfelf.  The  confu- 
fion  this  threw  them  in,  gave  time  for  her  to  make 
her  efcape;  Mrs.  Herfon  was  clofely  purfued,  and 
faved  her  life  only  by  the  interpolation  of  a  fellow 
and  wench,  who  had  long  lived  with  them,  and  on 
finding  the  fellows  running  from  the  place  where 
they  had  depofited  articles  plundered  from  the 
chvelling-houfe,  advifed  her  to  conceal  herielf  un 
der  a  houfe.  Strict  learch  was  made  for  this  unfor 
tunate  lady,  but  happily  ihe  remained  undifcovered. 
The  faithful  fellow  having  fecured  her  fafely,  as  far 

as 
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as  lay  in  his  power,  ran  to  the  neighbours  and  gave 
the  alarm,  which  occafioned  the  collection  of  a  few 
men,  who,  arriving  on  the  fpot,  found  Mr.  Rate 
quite  dead,  and  on  fearching,  difcovered  Mr.  Her- 
fon  about  the  fpot  where  he  was  enticed  to  examine 
the  work,  lying  without  any  other  fenfations  of  life 
than  that  of  laborious  breathing,  the  back  part  of 
his  Ikuli  being  driven  in  by  a  blow  of  an  ax.  In 
this  fituation  he  remained  about  twenty  hours,  and 
expired,  greatly  lamented  by  all  who  had  the  plea- 
fure  of  his  acquaintance;  his  character  being  that 
of  an  amiable,  worthy  man.  The  party  immediately 
purfued,  and  came  up  with  the  murderers,  who 
made  refinance,  but  were  overcome,  three  being 
killed  on  the  firii  difcharge,  and  one  badly  wounded; 
two  furrendered,  one  of  which  declared  himfelf  the 
author  and  contriver  of  the  murder;  and  after 
much  deliberation,  was,  by  the  men  aflembled, 
condemned  to  the  flames ;  which  fentence  was  im 
mediately  put  in  execution. 

Much  credit  we  hear  is  due  to  three  brothers, 
gentlemen  of  the  name  of  Scrugg,  who  commenced 
the  purfuit,  and  by  their  ipirited  attack,  prevented 
thefe  villains  from  perpetrating  other  enormities 
of  the  fame  nature,  which  was  their  declared  in 
tention. 

We  alfo  are  informed,  that  Mr.  Thomas  Kirk,  of 
this  place,  was  on  'the  fpot,  and  received  a  wound 
from  one  of  them,  but  fortunately  made  his  efcape. 

We  have  a  warning  in  this  melancholy  cafe  of 
the  fcourge  that  hangs  over  this  country,  if  the  im 
portation  of  flaves  from  Africa  is  continued  ;  and 
at  the  lame  a  proof  of  the  natural  fruits  of  the  fpirit 
of  infubordination  which  fo  ftrongly  marks  many 
influential  characters  in  this  {late.  If  General 
Jackibn  and  others  will  take  the  liberty  to  fpurn  at 
the  authority  of  lawful  government,  in  imitation  of 

the 
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the  cut-throats  of  France,  they  may  depend  upon 
it,  the  blacks  will  not  be  long  quiet  fpedators  in  fo 
troubled  a  fcene. 

Newark  Sans -culottes. — This  fhamelefs  race  are 
fare  in  the  country  places,  particularly  in  the  Hate  of 
New-Jerfey  ;  yet,  fomehow  or  other,  one  of  them 
is  fupportcd  in  the  capacity  of  a  news-monger,  in 
the  town  of  Newark.  His  fmutty  half-fheet  of  the 
1 5th  inft.  contains  a  firing  of  toafts  (which  I  am 
fure  were  drunk  in  whiikey  under  the  fmokey  raf 
ters  of  fome  cabin),  levelled  at  General  Wafhing- 
ton's  adminifiration. — Why  does  not  fome  federal 
gentleman  of  Newark  put  a  flop  to  the  yelpings  of 
this  cur,  by  toffing  him  the  orts  from  his  table  ?  The 
fellow  muft  live  ;  and  if  nobody  elfe  will  feed  him, 
who  can  blame  him  for  fawning  on  the  French  ?  I 
have  often  thought  (and  I  am  now  convinced  of  it) 
(hat  a  judicious  dittribution  of  broken  vi&uals  would 
very  foon  deprive  the  defpots  of  Paris  of  all  their  ad 
herents  in  this  coifntry. 


TUESDAY,    2ist  MARCH. 

Ejfefts  of  French  Philofophy. — There  is  nothing  that 
diftinguifhes  the  features  of  French  philofophy,  next 
to  a  general  fcepticifm,  fo  much  as  a  profufion  of 
wanton  ideas  and  images,  as  if  its  principal  bulinefs, 
after  annihilating  religion,  was  to  fill  the  world  with 
whores  and  baftards.  It  is  not  to  be  wondered, 
therefore,  that,  when  a  body  of  thefe  immoral  philo- 
fophers  have  been  chofen  to  legiflate  for  a  country, 
their  laws  fhould  promote  an  univerfal  depravity  of 
manners ;  and  nothing  is  more  certain  than  that  all 
the  poiibned  ftreams  that  now  deluge  France,  have 
flowed  from  this  corrupt  fountain.  The  facred 
bond  that  in  better  times  united  the  fexes  for  life, 

and 
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and  was  the  fource  of  ftability  and  happinefs  to 
families,  has  been  ft  ripped  of  all  its  fanctity,  and 
conlidered,  by  the  reformers  of  France,  merely  as  a 
temporary  bargain — to  be  made  or  diffolved,  as  it 
fuitcd  the  appetite  or  the  caprice  of  the  parties.  In 
conlequence  of  this  hateful  innovation,  divorces  have 
been  multiplied  beyond  all  former  examples,  and 
ahnofl  beyond  credibility. 

"  In  the  Paris  paper  that  correfponds  to  the  ufual 
(C  regifter  of  births,  marriages,  and  deaths,  in  other 
"  countries,  divorce  has  the  pod  of  honour :  it  occu- 
"  pies  the  firft  place  on  the  lift.  In  the  three  firft 
tc  months  of  the  year  1793,  the  number  of  divorces 
"  in  that  city  amounted  to  five  hundred  and  fixty- 
"  two:  the  marriages  during  the  fame  time,  were 
"  but  fevcnteen  hundred  and  eighty-five  ;  fo  that 
*(  divorces  were  to  marriages  nearly  as  one  to  three  ; 
"  audio  it  was  in  moft  of  the  fubfequent  months." 

From  an  inquiry  made  laft  year  at  Doctors'  Com 
mons,  it  was  found  that  all  the  divorces  in  the  king 
dom  of  Great  Britain,  for  a  hundr&l  years,  amounted 
to  no  more  than  one  fifth  of  thofe  which  took  place  in 
the  fingle  city  of  Paris  in  three  months,  from  the  day 
that  France  was  nick-named  a  republic. 

In  whatever  country  this  licentious  philofophy 
meets  with  countenance,  it  will,  in  a  greater  or  lefs 
degree,  produce  the  fame  baleful  effects  :  govern 
ment  will  lole  its  energy,  and  morality  as  well  as  re 
ligion  their  facred  obligations.  Thank  God,  the 
United  States  of  America,  in  general,  have  hitherto 
cicaped  the  infection.  Religion  and  its  facred  in- 
ititutes  are  yet  reverenced,  maugre  all  the  impious 
efforts  of  Torn  Paine  and  his  coadjutors  ;  and 
"  wedded  love"  is  ftill  hailed  as  the  "  true  fource 

"  Of  human  offspring 

"  By  which  adulterous  luft  was  driven  from  men 
"  Among  the  beftial  herds  to  range 
<*  .and  all  the  charities 

"Of 
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"  Of  father,  fon,  and  brother,  firfl  were  known." 

How  long  we  fhall  remain  uncontaminated  is  a 
problem.  Methinks  I  already  difcover  in  the  fouth 
fome  ill-boding  fymptoms  of  a  temper  predifpofed  to 
receive  the  contagion.  The  authority  of  government, 
which  ought  to  be  fupreme  over  all  its  members, 
however  diftant,  has  been  treated  with  difrefpeci  by 
the  legiflaturc  of  one  Hate,  and  by  the  chief  raagii- 
trate  of  another.  Laws  have  been  palled  in  one  fef- 
lionto  convey  property,  in  another  to  relume  it,  and 
in  a  third  to  deilroy  every  venHge  of  the  contract. 
Threats  have  been  publifhed  by  influential  charac 
ters,  to  feparate  from  the  confederacy,  and  to  unite 
with  a  foreign  nation  ;  and  what  betrays  a  grots  de 
terioration  of  manners,  numerous  divorces  have  been 
announced  in  the  public  papers.  At  the  lail  feilion 
of  the  legislature  of  Georgia,  when  there  were  no 
more  than  thirty  acts  parTed,  five  were  made  to  fe 
parate  hufbands  and  wives.  Thcfe  are  certain  marks 
of  a  rottenncfs  at  core,  which,  if  not  refitted  by  fome 
potent  application,  will  produce  evils  not  to  be  re 
medied  but  by  excifion.  Read  your  fate,  ye  Geor 
gians,  in  the  hi  (lory  of  St.  Domingo.  Difcord, 
anarchy,  and  corrupt  manners  in  the  rnafiers,  were 
the  forerunners  of  licentioufnefs,  conflagrations,  and 
murders  among  the  flaves,  which  in  the  courfe  of  a 
few  years  have  totally  ruined  one  of  the  fineft  iflands 
in  the  world.  Do  you  imagine,  that  when  you  have 
been  adopted  into  the  French  republic,  which  fome 
of  you  meditate,  your  feven  hundred  and  fifty  ty 
rants  will  relinquish  their  pretence  of  liberating  the 
world,  to  lave  your  property,  when  they  refufed  to  do 
it  to  preferve  their  own  iflands  ?  No!  if  you  ima 
gine  fo,  it  is  a  delufion.  Hear  then  the  parental 
voice  of  your  country  :  "  Come  out  from  among 
"  them,  my  children,  partake  not  of  their  fins,  left 
"  you  partake  alfo  of  their  plagues." 

VOL.  v.  i  "  May 


114-  GAZETTE  SELECTIONS. 

«  ,  May  not  my  words  prove  true, 

"  Nor  what  I  tremble  but  to  think  enfue."  Pope's  Homer* 

MR.  PORCUPINE — I  have  this  moment  received  in 
formation  that  you  are  fpreading  your  laft  plumes,  and 
will  be  no  longer  able  to  tyrannize  over  the  good  fenfe 
of  the  people  of  America  :  for  that  a  certain  young 

fentleman,  now  of  Bucks  county,  ]ate  from  New- 
'ork,  who  is  well  read  in  Paine's  Age  of  Reafon, 
Rights  of  Man,  Prieftley's  Emigration,  &c.  who  has 
been  honoured  with  a  tete-a-tete  from  Governor 
Clinton,  and  highly  approves  of  the  brickbat  elo 
quence  of  the  mobility  of  New-York,  praclifed  upon 
Mr.  Hamilton,  has  fpent  great  part  of  this  winter  in 
felecling  the  moft  exceptionable  parts  from  your 
writings,  and  intends,  as  foon  as  he  has  reduced  his 
notes  to  order,  to  publifh  them  to  the  world.  He 
expecls  to  be  able  to  prove  that  Peter  Porcupine  is 
an  enemy  to  both  civil  and  religious  liberty,  and  that 
from  his  own  writings  he  has  ihown  himfelf  to  be  an 
atheift. 

It  may  be  proper  to  inform  you  that  the  gentleman 
in  queftion  was  educated  a  halter  ;  I  therefore  beg 
you  to  be  on  your  guard,  keep  all  your  quills  in 
order,  for  the  attack  you  are  now  to  meet  with  is, 
perhaps,  the  molt  foul,  if  not  the  moil  formidable 
you  ever  experienced.  W.  R. 


The  Lock- jaw  cured  by  Stroking!!! — For  the  Eafterrr 
Herald. — Mr.  Baker,  At  Saccarappa  Mifs  Elizabeth 
Knight  was  taken  with  puking  in  the  night  preced 
ing  the  1 5th  day  of  this  month  ;  after  which  fhe  lay 
down  and  took  a  nap,  and  in  the  morning  waked 
up  fpeechlefs  with  the  lock-jaw.  After  various  ap 
plications  by  gentlemen  of  the  faculty  to  no  effect, 
in? til  the  i8th  in  the  afternoon,  when  by  the  applica 
tion 
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cation  of  Dr.  Perkins's  metallic  points  fhe  was  cured* 
To  this  facl  many  witneffes  can  attefr.  By  inferling 
this  account  in  your  paper,  you  may  be  the  means 
of  laving  the  lives  of  fome  ;  at  leaf!  you  will  gratify 
your  humble  fervant, 

Falmouth,  Feb.  ri,  1797.  A  CUSTOMER  *. 

Capt.  HempfteacFs  Proteft  agamfl  French  Fraternity. 
*—"  Before  me,  John  Norderling,  judge  and  notary 
royal  and  public  of  this  iflandSt.  Bartholomew,  per- 
fonally  appeared  John  Hempftead,  mafler  of  the 
American  fchooner  Henry  and  Guftavus,  of  New- 
York,  who  declared  upon  oath,  That  after  having 
left  the  Daniih  ifland  of  St.  Thomas  on  the  i4th  of 
lait  month  (December  1796),  bound  home  to  New- 
York,  he,  on  the  i6th  of  laid  month,  at  five  o'clock 
A.  M.  difcovercd  a  fail  to  the  windward,  from  which 
about  an  hour  after  the  faid  fchooner  got  a  fhot, 
upon  which  the  deponent  hove  to,  and  was  ordered 


*  This  is  the  firft  ftory  reflecting  the  efficacy  of  the  metallic 
points  that  I  ever  could  think  of  giving  credit  to.  This,  however, 
I  muft  confefs,  carries  about  it  a  ftrong  appearance  of  probability; 
becaufe,  if  the  reader  has  ever  feen  the  tractorSj  as  they  are  fome- 
times  called,  he  muft  have  obferved  that  they  are  extremely  fharp 
at  one  end,  and  that,  as  they  grow  thicker,  they  alfo  grow  wider^ 
till  they  become  about  a  quarter  of  an  inch  thick,  and  half  an  inch 
wide,  being  round  on  one  fide,  and  perfectly  flat  on  the  other. 
From  this  defcription  it  will  be  readily  conceived,  that  a  couple  of 
more  convenient  'wedges  for  wrenching  the  jaw  open  could  not  be 
invented  ;  but  methinks  that  the  efficacious  application  of  the 
tractors  in  the  above  diforder  fliould  point  out  to  the  ingenious 
Doctor  the  neceflity  of  adding  to  his  cafe  a  third  inftrument,  no  lefs 
ufeful  than  thofe  already  in  ufe,  and  that  is  a  hammer,  which, 
befides  its  being  a  neceflary  auxiliary  to  the  points  in  fome 
complaints,  would,  in  others,  fuch  as  the  tootb-ach,  for  inftance, 
operate  more  fpeedily  and  more  effectually  than  the  points  them- 
felves.  Whether  the  learned  Dodtor  would  be  ?.b!e  to  add  this 
third  metallic  inftrument  to  his  patent  or  not,  I  mall  not  pretend 
to  fay  ;  but  the  profound  wifdorn  of  Congrefs,  and  the  confum- 
rr.ate  curability  of  the  people,  muft  certainly  give  him  great  cri* 
co uragement  to  proceed  itihis  difcoveries. 

I  a  tO 
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to  get  his  boat  out  and  come  on  board,  which  he 
immediately  did,  having  his  papers  with  him,  and 
found  her  to  be  a  French  brig,  armed  with  from  ten 
to  fourteen  guns,  fome  of  which  he  fufpecled  to  be 
Avooden  :  that  the  boat  returned  to  thefchooner  with 
feveral  of  the  brig's  crew,  who  foon  after  fent  for  the 
key  of  the  deponent's  trunk  ;  the  deponent  then 
went  back  to  his  own  fchooner,  where  he  found  the 
Frenchman  had  begun  a  general  learch  both  in  the 
cabin  and  in  the  holds,  and  during  which  they  took 
from  the  deponent  from  under  his  bed,  one  hundred 
and  twenty  feven  joes,  and  a  few  dollars,  all  iniilver 
money,  which  lay  in  a  bag  :  farther,  the  Frenchmen 
from  the  laid  armed  brig  took  out  of  the  faid 
ichooner,  one  hogfhead  of  rum,  two  barrels  of  fu- 
gar,  and  about  one  barrel  out  of  a  hogfhead  in  the 
hold,  the  runner  and  runner-blocks,  twelve  fpare 
blocks,  with  a  coil  of  new  rope,  a  compafs,  a  pad 
lock,  a  pocket  tumbler,  the  deponent's  filver  watch, 
fome  wearing  apparel,  fome  fowls,  and  fundry  fmall 
articles,  which  cannot  be  fpecificd  with  any  exacl- 
nefs ;  and  finally,  about  one  hundred  and  eighty 
weight  of  coffee  ;  that  the  deponent  does  not  know 
the  name  of  the  commander  of  the  laid  armed  brig, 
or  to  what  place  Hie  belongs,  but  has  been  credibly 
told  fhe  is  from  Guadaloupe,  and  that  the  com 
mander  of  her  is  one  Citizen  Antoine;  Ihe  is  copper 
bottomed,  and  the  people  on  board  her  faid  fhe  came 
laft  from  Porto  Rico  ;  that  the  deponent  ivas  obliged 
to  Jlgn  a  paper  in  French,  the  contents  he  did  not 
know,  until  he  came  to  this  JJIand,  inhere  he  has  had  it 
tranjlated  to  him,  and  to  his  great Jurpr'ife  finds  that  his 
cargo  was  looked  upon  ly  the  faid  Frenchman  as  good 
prize,  as  being  Englijh  property  :  that  inftead  of  coin 
ing  from  St.  Thomas's,  they  faid,  in  faid  paper,  fhe 
(the  faid  ichooner)  came  from  St.  Kitts,  and  that  they 
have  taken  nothing  more  out  of  her  than  a  few 
pounds  of  fugarand  coffee,  and  a  tierce  of  rum. 

«  In 
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"  In  confequence  of  all  which,  the  faid  mafter 
does  hereby  folemnly  proteil  againft  the  proceedings 
of  faid  French  brig,  as  not  only  illegal,  but  piratical ; 
and  referves  to  httnfelf,  his  owners  and  enfurers, 
and  all  others  concerned,  due  recourfe  againft  the 
commander,  crew  and  owners  of  laid  brig,  when 
ever  they  fhall  be  known  and  found  out." 

Signed,  &c.* 


WEDNESDAY,  22a  MARCH. 

Eitlo&iutti  on  the  Emperor  of  RuJ/la  by  the  Sans-cu-. 
lottcs. — That  the  Sans-culottes,  tiie  haters  of  roy 
alty,  fhould  eulogize  an  Emperor^  would  be  aftonifh- 
ing  to  any  unacquainted  with  their  impudent  bafe- 
nefs.  France  is  looked  upon  as  a  home  by  thefe 
fcoundrels  in  every  part  of  the  world.  The  intereft 
of  France,  the  focus  of  rebellion,  is  all  they  care 
about.  They  like  kings  and  emperors  as  well  as 
other  people,  if  the  folly  or  turpitude  of  thpfe  kings 
is  calculated  to  further  the  views  of  the  bloody  in 
fernal  republic.  They  imagine  (for  what  reaibn  I 
know  not)  that  the  Emperor  Paul  has  refolved  to 
remain  an  idle,  or  rather  criminal  fpeclator  of  the 
progrefs  of  the  cut-throats  ;  and  therefore  they  are 
heaping  their  blafted  praifes  upon  him. 

The  Redafteur  (publifhed  by  the  Directory }fays: 
"  The  new  Emperor  of  Ruffia  appears  to  have  em- 
"  ployed  his  retirement  of  twenty  years  mjbber  re- 

*  Now  this  is  a  formal  proteft  againft  the  fraternity  of  that  very 
nation  with  whom  the  Americans  have  been  fraternizing  for  fe- 
verai  years  paft.  How  this  Britifti  Rotary  muft  have  laughed  in  his 
fleeve  whilft  he  was  drawing  up  the  proteft  !  and  how  (illy  Captain 
Hempftead  muft  have  looked  at  the  fame  time,  if  he  recollected 
the  fcores  of  public  rejoicings  which  had  taken  place  in  New- 
York  (the  place  from  which  he  came)  to  celebrate  the  "glorious 
fucctffes  ofourjijter  republic" 

13  "  fleftlon 
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t(  flexion  on  reforming  the  abufes  in  his  government: 
"  and  we  hope  it  will  be  for  the  future  happinefs  of 
"  his  people.  Immediate  ly  on  his  acceffion  to  the: 
cc  throne,  he  rauied,  as  we  have  already  obferved, 
"  the  edld  for  recruiting  more  troops  to  be  revoked  ; 
"  the  tribute  of  forty  roubles,  which  each  lord  had 
«c  a  right  of  ex  icring  from  his  vaifals,  was  re-* 
"  duced  to  five;  every  perfon  ^foreign  minifters  and 
"  travellers  excepted)  was  interdicted  from  driving 
ff  more  than  two  horfes  in  his  carriage  through  the 
<c  ftreets  of  Peterfburg,  inflead  of  four  or  fix,  as  was 
<c  ufual.  This  has  been  done  to  promote  agricul- 
"  ture  in  the  country,  and  to  prevent  fo  many  horfes 
*'  being  employed  in  luxury  in  the  capital.  The 
"  new  Emperor,  who  has  been  always  very  popular 
<c  among  the  lower  clafs  of  people,  has  fhown  him- 
"  felf  daily  about  theflreets,  and  been  uncommonly 
<f  well  received." 

Biichefays : — (e  It  is  allowed  that  the  prefent  Em- 
ce  peror  of  RufTia  is  of  a  mild  and  amiable  difpofition ; 
f(  he  will  now  have  an  opportunity  of  displaying 
fe  it,  by  releafing  the  brave  Kofciufko  from  his 
(C  prifon  -j"." 

Duane,  Lloyd,  and  Bradford  fay :— cc  This  prince  is 
"  remarkable  for  a  fenfibility  of  heart,  which  values 
"  mankind  and  their  welfare  above  every  thing.  He 
"  acts  with  thoughtful  deliberation,  and  never  fuffers 
"  himfelf  to  be  the  fport  of  the  paffions.  He  en^ 
"  deavoured  to  inquire  into  every  thing,  and  pof- 
ctf  fefles  a  large  flore  of  valuable  knowledge.  His 
*'  behaviour  to  all  is  marked  with  affability  and  con- 
"  defcenfion  ;  and  he  hates  the  noify  pleafures  and 
cc  the  pageantry  of  courts.  General  Count  Panin, 
"  formerly  miniller  for  foreign  affairs,  who  educated 
"  his  Majefty,  had  his  whole  efleem  and  confidence ; 

*  Which  he  very  unadvifedly  did. 

"  and 
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ff  and  at  the  moment  or  the  Count's  death  he  fell  at 
*'  his  feet,  and  bedewed  the  hands  of  his  agonizing 
61  inftructor  with  tears  of  gratitude.  A  few  hours 
"  before  that  great  man's  burial,  he  repeated  the 
"  fame  touching  marks  of  affection  upon  his  lifelefs 
<e  remains." 

I  believe  all  this  is  true  :  for  once  I  believe,  that 
the  tools  of  the  five-headed  monfter,  both  in  America 
and  France,  have  fpoken  the  truth  ;  yea,  for  once  I 
do  really  believe,  a  facl,  though  ftated  by  the  Re-t 
daclcur,  by  Bache,  by  Duane,  Bradford,  and  Lloyd. 
How  different  then  is  this  u  ermined  monfter*  ^to  ufe 
the  language  of  Mr.  Dixon)  from  the  ferocious  and 
bloody  republicans,  who  tyrannize  over  France  ! 

Nothing  can  exceed  the  bafenefs  of  the  French, 
except  it  be  that  of  their  hirelings.  The  fhamelefs 
verfatility  of  thefe  latter  fo  far  exceeds  all  conception, 
that  to  attempt  to  defcribe  it  is  to  rob  it  of  half  its 
infamy.  When  the  guillotiners  hadT declared  war 
againit  all  the  "  crowned  moniters,"  and  propoied  a 
corps  of  twelve  thoufand  regicides,  and  had  folemnly 
declared  (as  far  as  the  actions  of  fuch  wretches  can  be 
attended  with  folemnity)  that  they  never  would 
make  peace  with  a  king,  at  this  time  the  cut-throat 
papers  in  America  fwore,  that  nothing  with  a  crown 
on  its  head  ought  to  be  fuffered  to  exiit ;  that  all 
princes  were  by  nature  cruel  and  ferocious  ;  that  to. 
murder  them  was  meritorious,  and  no  peace  ought 
ever  to  be  made,  of  which  their  dethronement  fhould 
not  be  a  pofltive  condition.  But  finee  that  tim^  the 
guillotiners,  in  order  to  lit  down  in  the  quiet  enjoy 
ment  of  their  plunder,  have  thought  proper  to  make 
peace  with  feveral  monarchs,  and  have  found  the 
means  of  fo  doing  in  the  fpoils  of  France,  and  in  the 
degeneracy  of  their  new  friends.  This  has  changed 
the  note  of  their  hirelings  here.  The  "•  defpot"  of 
Prufiia  is  now  tc  a  very  good  fort  of  a  man  ;n  the 
"  defpot"  of  Spain  is  a  "  magnanimous  monarch  ;" 

j  4  the 
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the  "  dcfpot"  of  Denmark  is  a  "  wife  prince  ;"  tha 
young  "  defpot"  of  Sweden,  who  lives  in  friendfhip 
with  the  bloody  ruffians  that  murdered  his  father,  as 
well  as  with  thofe  who  placed  the  buft  of  his  alFaflin 
Armfeldt,  in  their  hall,  is  ie  a  manly  young  mo- 
"  narch  ;"  and  the  "  defpot  of  all  the  Rullias," 
\vhofe  mother  was  a"  (he-bear/*  is  u  remarkable  for 
"  fenjibility  of  heart"  a  quality,  albeit,  that  bears 
fcarcely  ever  poffefs  in  an  eminent  degree. 

But  turning  about  is  not  all  that  their  matters 
require  of  them,  and  that  they  are  ever  ready  to  per 
form  :  they  mult  and  will  turnback  again,  when  it  is 
neeeffary.  For  inftance,  if  it  fhould  be  proved  true, 
as  I  believe  it  will,  that  the  Emperor  of  Ruffia  has 
acknowledged  Louis  XVIII.  in  place  of  acknowledg 
ing  the  republic  of  regicides,  thefe  their  tools  will 
tack  about,  and  load  him  with  every  term  in  their 
copious  vocabulary  of  abufe.  Indeed,  I  have  ex 
tracted  the  above  eulogiums,  in  order  to  have  them 
on  record  againfl  the  change  of  the  wind. 

Robberies  and  Murders  in  France. — Paris,  Decem 
ber  8. — The  Council  of  Five  Hundred  receives  daily 
accounts  of  robberies  and  afTaffinations  committed 
all  over  France,  but  knows  not  how  to  prevent  them. 
No  lefs  than  twenty -three  mails  have  been  ftopped  arid 
robbed  within  the  loft  fix  months.  On  the  7th  infl. 
the  Council  pafled  to  the  order  of  the  day  with  refpecl 
to  the  remonfhances  of  the  Paris  merchants  againft 
the  law  which  prohibits  the  importation  of  Englifh 
merchandife. 

Hampton  Roads,  March  14,  1797. 

ADVERTISEMENT     EXTRAORDINARY. 

Lies  fkulking,  in  or  about  the  harbour  of  Norfolk, 
a  little  gafconading  commander,  drefTed  in  a  blue 
coat  with  brickduft  facing,  a  high  cocked  hat,  de 
corated 
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corated  with  a  knob  (fuch  as  is  frequently  feen  on 
the  bridles  of  coach-hortes)  of  red,  white,  and  blue 
riband.  He  is  very  much  Moated,  from  having  long 
been  wind-bound,  and  has  lately  contraded  an  uu^ 
conquerable  fondnefs  for  fort. 

Whoever  will  difcover  the  faid  Gafcon,  fothat  he 
may  be  brought  before  any  one  of  his  Majelty's 
frigates^  ihall  receive  a  handfome  reward  from  the 

CAPTAJN  OF  THE  ASIA, 

Mr.  Hamilton  accnfed  of  being  tliefecrel  Enemy  of 
Mr.  Adams. — Bache,  in  his  paper  of  yeftcrday,  lays  ; 
"  Notwith  (landing  all  the  artifice  and  trick  of  the  ci- 
devant  Secretary  of  the  Treafury,   Mr.  Adams  ob 
tained  the  major  fuffrages  as  Prelident.    It  is  a  well- 
known  fa6l,   that  Pinckney  was  Hamilton's  mm; 
and  fo  confident  were  the  Hamiltonians  of  fucccfs, 
that  the  fubjecl:  was  mentioned  at  the  prefent  Ame 
rican  Minister's  table  in  London,  as  fcarcely  admit 
ting  of  doubt.     Things  were  fo  happily  ordered  in 
the  eftimation  of  thefe  men,  that  the  people  of  the 
United  States  were  to  be  tricked  into  a  Prefident  they 
did  not  want,  and  oufted  of  one  they  did  want.  The 
conftitution  favoured  fuch  a  delign;  and  had  the 
Hamiltonians   fucceeded  in   this  ilate,    their    plan 
would  have  been  fuccefsful.     It  was  rumoured  be 
fore  the  election,  that  the  ci-devant  Secretary  wrote 
to  a  certain  excifeman  in  this  State,  to  ufe  all  his  in 
fluence  to  carry  the  anti-Jeffcrfon  ticket,  and  it  was 
faid  by  thofe  who  appeared  in  the  fecret,  that,  if  that 
ticket  fucceeded,  another  m^n  belides  Mr.  Adams 
would  be  their  choice.     The  unanimity  of  the  votes 
in  New-York  and  New-Jerfey  are  Itrong  proofs  in 
favour  of  this  plan  ;  but  as  fome  eaftern  people  are  as 
cunning  as  a  Creole,  they  were  not  to  be  dnped  by 
any  iniidious  Catiline.     In  fpite  of  every  vile  and 
deteftable  artifice  the  voice  of  the  people  was  fully 

declared, 
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declared,  and  neither  Mr.  Adams  nor  Mr.  Jefferfo^ 
were  tricked  out  of  their  election*." 


THURSDAY,  23d  MARCH. 

Hoche  in  "Bantry  Bay  —^PLEASING  NEWS. — On  the 
i4th  December  the  Bred  fleet  failed,  confiding  of 
eighteen  fail  of  the  line,  fourteen  frigates,  iix  large 
tranfports,  and  fome  fmall  veffels,  with  twenty-live 
thoufand  troops  on  board  and  fix  weeks  proviiions. 
The  fignal  having  been  made  for  failing,  fome  went 
through  the  paflage  de  Raz  ;  La  Fraternite  frigate, 
with  Admiral  de  Galles  and  General  Hoche  on 
board,  and  a  few  other  fhips,  got  out ;  but  thegreat- 
efl  part  of  the  fleet  went  through  DCS  Feottes. 

A  gale  of  wind  coming  on,  the  divifions  could  not 
join,  and  the  Admiral  had  only  the  Nefror  of  feventy- 
fonr  guns  with  him  ;  which  having  loll  her  main- 
rnafl,  alfo  parted  with  the  Admiral.  She  had  fif 
teen  millions  of  livres  on  board  to  pay  the  troops. 

The  fleet  made  Ireland  in  three  days,  but  having 
miftaken  the  Durfeys  for  Mizen  Head,  could  not 
make  Bantry  Bay  until  the  24th,  and  then  only  part 
had  anchored,  when  the  gale  came  on  and  forced 
them  to  cut  cables  in  confufion. 

L'Indomptable,  of  eighty  guns,  ran  foul  of  La  Re- 
folue,  and  difmafled  her,  fo  that  {he  muft  be  loft, 
with  Admiral  Neily  on  board.  L'Indomptable 
fprung  her  bowfprit.  The  firlt  divifion  anchored  in 
the  Bay,  which  the  fecond  could  not  effect.  It  con- 
iirted  of  four  feventy-four  gun  fhips,  three  frigates, 


*  Nothing  was  ever  more  infernally  wicked  than  thefe  infinua- 
tions. — The  charge  againft  Mr.  Hamilton  is  totally  falie;  yet  I 
am  forry  to  fay,  there  is  great  reafon  to  believe  that,  even  to  this 
day  (Auguft  17,  1799),  Mr.  Adams  thinks  the  charge  well 
founded. 

two 
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two  corvettes,   and   two  powder  veffcls,  with  five 
thoufand  troops. 

A  council  of  war  was  held  ;  the  troops  were  de 
cidedly  for  landing,  by  the  advice  ot  fome  Irifhraea 
wit.i  them  ;  but  none  of  them  having  feen  La  Fra- 
ternite,  they  refolved  to  return  ;  and  failed  on  the 
4th  of  January  from  Bantry  Bay,  and  were  in  iearch 
of  the  fquadron  when  captured. 

A  French  officer  endeavouring  to  pafs  from  one 
fhip  to  another  in  Bantry  Bay,  was  drivea  on  fhore; 
he  was  taken  and  fent  by  Government  to  London, 
where  he  underwent  an  examination  before  the  Privy 
Council. 

The  Ville  de  1 'Orient,  a  feventy-four  fhip,  armed 
en  flute,  was  taken  by  the  Druid  loon  after  the  difper- 
iion,  and  carried  into  Ireland.  The  following  is  an 
account  of  the  officers,  men,  and  cargo  on  board  of 
her  : 

One  captain,  one  lieutenant,  five  officers,  ninety- 
four  feamen,  one  lieutenant,  one  colonel,  four  cap 
tains,  fifteen  officers,  three  hundred  and  eighty 
buffers,  two  ten-inch  mortars,  two  eight  pound  field- 
pieces,  nineteen  thoufand  fhells,  one  thoufand  muf- 
jcets,  ten  thoufand  cartridge-boxes,  filled  with  ball- 
cartridge,  three  hundred  and  eighty  barrels  of  flour, 
twenty-fix  pipes  of  brandy,  ten  bales  clothing,  fix 
hundred  faddles,  five  boxes  of  ihoes,  artillery-car 
riages,  Sec. 

When  La  Ville  de  TOrient  and  the  Druid  made 
fail  for  Kinfale,  the  Unicorn,  and  another  frigate, 
were  in  chafe  of  the  remainder  of  the  divifion,  which 
moft  likely  would  be  the  means  of  detaining  them 
by  a6lion,or  manoeuvring,  until  Lord  Bridport,  who 
was  not  far  off,  came  up  with  twenty-one  fail  of  the 
line. 

From  the  i2th  of  January  to  the  3d  of  February, 
rumour,  it  appears,  was  yery  bufy  in  London.  To 
follow  it  through  its  contradiclory  windings  would 

be 
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be  amufing  enough,  perhaps,  in  fome  countries, 
but  here  it  would  be  irkfome.  The  fate  of  the  Ar 
mada  is  all  that  is  worth  inquiring  about,  and  this 
was  not,  when  the  veffels  left  England,  fully  afcer- 
tained.  The  following  detail,  however,  may  be 
looked  upon  as  a  pretty  accurate  account  of  it. 

Veflels.  Guns. 

Les  Droits  de  THomme, 

Le  Seduifant, 

Le  Scaevola, 

L'Impatiente, 

La  Tortue, 

L'Atalante, 

La  Surveillante, 

Le  Nicomede, 

La  Juftine, 

La  Ville  de  I'Orient, 

Le  Suffrein, 

Le  Meflor, 

Le  Tourville, 

Le  Fongueux, 

Le  Redoubtable., 

Le  Pluton, 

Le  Pegafe, 

La  Romaine, 

La  Concorde, 

La  Serene, 

La  Refolue, 

L'Indomptable., 

Le  Caffard, 

L'Eole, 

Le  Decius, 

Le  Patriote, 

La  Conftitution, 

Le  Trajan, 

Le  Wattigni, 

La  Revolution, 

L'Expe. 


Ml 

[Driven  on   fhore  by 
Sir  E.  Pellew. 

44 

Loft  off  the  Saintes. 

74 

Foundered. 

40 

Wrecked  off  Ireland, 

40 

20 

40 

74  en  flute 
74  en  flute 

Taken  by  the 
Engliih. 

74  en  flute 

74  en  flute  ^ 

741 

74 

74 

74 

Unfortunately       got 

74 

back  to  Brett,  but 

74 

in  a  Shattered  con 

40 

dition. 

40 

4° 

40. 

80 

•• 

74 

74 

74 

•     * 

74 

•  Still  miffing. 

74 

74 

74 

74 

- 

Veffels. 

L'Experiment, 
La  Concorde, 
La  Bra vou re, 
L'Immortalite, 
La  Bellone, 
La  Coquille, 
La  Charante, 
La  Fraternite, 
La  Mutine, 
Le  Renard, 
Le  Vautour, 
Le  Voltigeur, 
L'Affrontcur, 
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74  en  flute  " 

40 

40 

46 

40 

4° 

4°       - 
40 

18 
16 
16 
16 
16 

RECAPITULATION. 


Still  miffing. 


"i  Driven  on  Chore,  foun- 
J      dered  and  wrecked. 


Taken  by  the  Englifh. 


Got  back  to  Breft. 


Still  miffing. 


3  Ships  of  the  line, 

1  Frigate, 

2  Frigates, 
i  Corvette, 

4  Shi  ps  of  the  line  cut  down 
and  armed  en  flute, 

6  Ships  of  the  line, 

4  Frigates, 

9  Ships  of  the  line, 

i  Armed  en  flute, 

7  Frigates, 

5  Corvettes, 

Thefe  lait  will  be  very  pretty  picking  for  the  Eng- 
lifli  cruifers  :  if  they  let  one  of  them  efcape,  may 
they  never  more  hear  the  found  of  cannon,  or  fee  a 
fwelling  fail  !  May  Neptune  refufe  them  his  trident 
when  combating  the  fleets  of  France,  and  ^Eolus  his 
breezes  when  in  fight  of  a  Spanifh  galleon  ! 

The  dilinterefted  fans-culottes  had,  it  feems,  as 

ufual,  no  other  object  in  this  expedition,  than  the 

generous  one  of  conferring  liberty  and  happinefs ; 

arid  the  better  to  effect   it,    they  had  made  their 

i  iwords 
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fwords  and  bayonets  extremely  lharp.  When  their 
Scattered  fleet  began  to  return,  the  poor  cut-throats 
of  Paris  were  obliged  to  trump  up  a  itory  to  fatisff 
the  canaille  (of  whom,  by  the  by,  they  begin  to  be 
fomewhat  afraid).  All  the  fault  was  laid  upon  the 
elements.  The  Irifh  were  ready  to  receive  them  with 
open  arms,  they  faid  ;  and  one  of  their  papers  went 
fo  far  as  to  aiTert,  that  eighteen  thoufand  men  had 
actually  effected  a  landing,  and  were  received  like 
brothers. 

Hocked  proclamation  to  his  raggam tiffins,  previous 
to  his  failing  from  France,  is  a  curioiity  in  its  kind, 
and  very  well  worth  a  place  in  the  archives  of 
Qaicony. 

REPUBLICANS, 

Proud  of  having  led  you  to  conqueft  on  various 
occafions,  I  have  obtained  from  the  government  the 
permiffion  to  conduct  you  to  new  fuccefles.  To  com 
mand  you,  is  to  IDC  fure  of  victory. 

Jealous  of  giving  liberty  to  a  people  worthy  of  it, 
and  ripe  for  a  revolution,  the  Directory  fend  us  to 
Ireland  in  order  to  facilitate  the  revolution,  which 
excellent  republicans  have  jufl  undertaken  there.  It 
will  be  a  proud  thing  for  us,  who  have  conquered 
the  fatellites  of  Kings  armed  againft  the  Republic, 
to  break  the  fetters  of  a  friendly  nation,  and  to  affift 
them  in  recovering  their  rights,  ufurped  by  the 
odious  Englifh  Government. 

You  will  never  forget,  brave  and  faithful  compa 
nions,  that  the  people  to  whom  we  are  going  are  the 
friends  of  your  country,  and  that  we  ought  to  treat 
them  as  fuch,  and  not  as  a  conquered  country. 

On  arriving  in  Ireland  you  will  find  hofpitality 
and  fraternity  ;  foon  will  thoufands  of  her  inhabit 
ants  fwell  our  phalanxes  :  let  us  take  care  never  to 
treat  any  of  them  as  e  lemies.  They,  as  well  as  our- 
felves,  have  to  revenge  themfelves  upon  the  perfi- 
2,  dious 
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tlious  Englifh  ;  the  latter  are  the  only  perfons  upon 
whom  we  have  to  inflict  a  iignal  vengeance.  Be 
lieve  that  the  Irifhmen  do  notfigh  lefs  than  you  after 
the  moment  in  which  we  fhall  go  in  concert  to  Lon 
don,  to  recall  to  the  recolle&ion  of  Pitt  and  his  mi* 
riions,  what  they  have  done  againil  our  liberty. 

From  friendship,  from  duty,  and  from  honour  for 
the  French  name,  you  will  refpect  the  perfons  and 
property  of  the  country  where  we  are  going. 

If,  by  conftant  efforts,  I  provide  for  your  wants, 
believe,  that,  jealous  of  preferving  the  reputation  of 
the  army  which  I  have  the  honour  to  command,  I 
fhall  punifh  feverely  whoever  fhall  depart  from  what 
he  owes  to  his  country.  Laurels  and  glory  fhall  be 
the  lot  of  the  republican  foldier ;  death  fhall  be  the 
price  of  violation  and  pillage.  You  know  me 
enough  to  believe,  that  for  the  firft  time  I  will  not 
forfeit  my  word ;  I  have  given  you  warning,  and 
recollect  it. 

(Signed)  GE  N  ER  AL  LA  Ho  CHE. 

How  (heepifli  this  hectoring  commander  of  repub 
licans  mult  have  looked,  as  he  was  fneaking  back 
into  Breil  !  And  what  muft  his  wolfifh  followers 
have  thought,  when,  in  place  of  "  open  arms,"  they 
found  open  jail-doors  to  receive  them  in  Ireland! 
How  *-  Pitt  and  his  minions"  muft  have  laughed 
when  they  learnt  the  fate  of  the  poor  baffled  mif- 
creants  !  Juft  as  much,  I  dare  fay,  as  I  laugh  af  thofe 
newfmongers  in  this  country,  who  were  chuckling 
to  themfelves,  and  all  a-tiptoe,  to  relate  the  fuc- 
ceifes  of  the  fans-culotte  invaiion. 

This  vain  attempt  to  invade  Ireland,  befldes  the 
deftruction  it  has  occalioned  among  the  French,  is 
very  fatisfactory,  as  its  effects  on  the  people  of  that 
ifland  give  the  lie  to  all  that  has  been  fo  often  re 
peated,  in  the  public  papers  of  this  country,  refpecl:- 
ing  their  readinefs  to  join  the  enemies  of  Britain. — - 

What 
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What  exaggeration,  what  falfehood,  has  not  malice 
given  rife  to  on  this  fubjecl  !  The  Irifh  were  iighing 
for  liberty  ;  ripe  for  revolt ;  they  only  wanted  to  fee 
a  French  fleet  on  their  coaft ,  and  that  molt  accurfed 
thing,  a  revolution,  was  to  take  place  inftantly. 
The  Government  was  to  raife  troops,  we  were  toldj 
but  all  to  no  purpofe.  The  fufferings  of  that  op- 
prerled  people  were  no  longer  fupportable  ;  England 
and  Englifhmen  were  the  objects  of  their  refentment 
and  hatred,  arid  Frenchmen  of  their  love. 


KM  is  taken,  and  the  ilupid  Badeaus  of  Paris  have 
been  perfuaded,  that  the  Auftrians  will  not  attempt 
any  thing  further  now  :  that  they  do  not  even  mean 
to  keep  the  command  of  the  paflage  of  the  Rhine, 
which  they  now  have.  "  Scarce"  (fays  one  of  the 
republican  papers  of  1 3th  January),  "  fcarce  was  the 
iiifpenlion  of  arms  known,  when  the  Auftrians  and 
French  mutually  embraced,  and  drank  brandy  to 
gether."  That  the  French  were  deceitful  and  bafe 
enough  to  ilobber  the  cheeks  of  men  whom  they 
called  flaves  and  the  tatellites  of  a  defpot,  I  have  not 
the  leaft  doubt ;  it  is  in  character  :  but  that  the  brave 
Auftrians,  who  had  thus  been  fcorned  by  an  info- 
lent  foe,  the  ravager  of  their  country,  the  defolater  of 
their  dwellings,  the  murderer  of  their  parents,  their 
children,  and  their  wives  ;  that  they  fhould  return  the 
perfidious  embrace,  I  never  will  believe.  Nature 
teaches  the  brealt  of  the  foldier  to  recoil  from  that  of 
the  affaiiin. 

The  plotting  divan  have  their  views,  however,  in 
propagating  an  opinion,  that  the  Auftrian  foldiery 
are  friendly  to  theirs.  Not  a  word  drops  from  their 
lantern-jaws  without  a  purpofe.  This  is  the  difiant 
manner  in  which  they  begin  to  hint,  that  they  fhould 
have  no  objection  to  a  feparate  peace  with  the  Em 
peror.  And,  indeed,  their  newfman  obferves  in 
another  place,  that  both  armies  fcemed  to  wifh  for 

peace. 
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peace.  They  wifhed  Lord  Malmfbury  to  conclude 
a  ieparate  peace  on  the  part  of  Great  Britain,  and 
leave  the  Emperor  to  {hi  ft  for  himfelf:  they  were 
foiled  there,  they  now  are  turning  to  the  Emperor 
\vith  the  fame  deiign  on  Great  Britain  ;  and  I  ven 
ture  to  predict,  that  we  fhall  foon  begin  to  be  en 
tertained  with  accounts  of  the  negociation.  But,  for 
once,  Great  Britain  plays  a  fure  game.  She  holds 
her  ally  in  her  hand,  and  that  fo  firmly,  that  were 
he  as  flippery  as  the  eel,  or  rather  the  fnake,  of  Pruf- 
fla,  he  could  not  efcape  her. 

Unprecedented  Spoliation.—  -Boflon,  March  13.  —  We 
learn  from  Salem,  that  by  the  arrival  there  of  a  bark 
from  St.  Euftatia,  information  has  been  received,  that 
the  new  fhip  Eliza,  Captain  Hodges,  owned  by  Mr. 
Jofeph  White,  of  and  from  Salem,  bound  to  Can 
ton,  in  China,  with  fair  and  perfecl  papers,  and  laden 
with  a  imall  quantity  of  lumber,  and  above  forty 
thoufand  dollars  in  cafh,  has  been  captured  in  the 
latitude  of  the  Cape  de  Verd  iilands,  and  fent  for  St. 
Domingo,  for  trial.  This  is  the  molt  alarming  cap 
ture  we  have  heard  of. 


Hugues  now  become  a  Tyrant.  —  -Captain  Ro 
berts,  of  the  brig  Charming  Betfey,  of  Baltimore, 
ftates,  that  Victor  Hugues  had  given  out,  that  war 
was  declared  againft  America,  and  in  confequence 
had  imprifoned  every  American  in  the  ifland,  to  the 
number  of  250.  This  informition  he  received  from 
Captain  Calvert  and  feveral  other  Americans,  whom 
the  tyrant  of  Guadeloupe  had  fent  to  Martinique  to 
be  exchanged  for  French  pr  if  oners.  They  further  faid, 
that  the  American  prifoners  at  Guadaloupe  were  treat 
ed  far  worfe  than  the  Britifh  ;  as  it  was  a  favourite 
maxim  with  Hugues,  that  the  Britifh  were  enemies, 
but  the  Americans  were  a  "pack  of  double-faced  raf- 
cals"  Their  allowance  was,  for  two  days  in  the 
VOL.  v.  K  week, 
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week,  four  ounces  flinking  meat,  and  the  reft  of 
the  week,  four  ounces  fim,  with  a  fmall  quantity  of 
bread  and  water,  per  day.  The  prifoners  were  im 
mediately  liberated,  but  not  exchanged  by  Admiral 
Harvey,  whofe  conduct  on  this  and  many  other  oc- 
cafions,  has  procured  him  the  greateft  good  will  of 

all  the  Americans  there.     Captain  B further 

informs,  that  three  frigates  and  fifteen  jfrivateers  are 
immediately  to  fail  for  our  coaft,  to  relieve  Commo 
dore  Barney. 

How  furpriiingly  the  tone  of  thefe  captains  is 
changed !  French  jails,  and  fhort  allowance,  have 
operated  what,  I  am  much  afraid,  reafon  and  equity 
never  would.  Nature  bids  us  pity  our  fellow-crea 
tures  when  we  fee  them  famifhing,  or  writhing  un 
der  the  lafh  ;  but  in  the  inftance  before  us  I,  for  my 
part,  feel  my  companion  confiderably  leffened  when 
I  reflect  on  the  pair.  I  remember  when  Victor 
Hugues,  "  this  tyrant  of  Guadaloupe,"  was  the 
favourite  of  the  American  captains,  the  hero  of  their 
hyperbolical  tales.  Yes,  I  can  remember  when  that 
bloody  favage,  at  the  time  too  when  he  appeared 
moft  bloody,  was  toafted  to  the  found  of  cannon, 
in  a  commercial  city  of  the  United  States  ;  and 
I  could  now  extract  fcores  of  paragraphs  from 
moil  of  the  public  papers  in  Philadelphia,  wherein 
his  maflacre  of  the  emigrants,  and  his  digging  up 
and  infulting  the  body  of  General  Dundas,  are 
fpoken  of  with  applaufe  and  exultation.  But  now 
behold  !  he  is  "  the  tyrant  of  Guadaloupe,"  becaufe, 
forfooth,  he  imprifons  the  Americans,  and  keeps 
them  on  flinking  fifh  !  When  he  treated  the  Britifh 
prifoners  thus  ;  when  he  kept  them  under  hatches 
till  they  were  fliflcd,  or  expofed  them  naked  to  the 
fcorchtng  fun,  he  was  no  tyrant.  When  he  but 
chered  four  hundred  loyal  emigrants,  whofe  lives  he 
had  promifed  to  fpare  ;  when  he  itripped  a  young 
lady  of  noble  birth  to  her  Ikin,  and  locked  her  up 
i  -*  in 
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in  a  room  with  two  black  fellows  till  fhe  expired, 
then  he  was  no  tyrant,  but  "  a  If  rave  refubKcanj* — 
Let  thofe  who  gave  him  the  title,  thofe  who  ap 
proved  of  thefe  actions,  now  bite  their  lips  and 
luffer  in  filence. 


FRIDAY,  24th  MARCH. 

Munro ,  tlie  fans-culotte  Anibaffddor* — PA  R I  s ,  3 1  ft 
December,  1796,  public  fitting  of  the  Directory.-— 
Citizen  Munro,  Minifrer  Plenipotentiary  of  the 
United  States  of  America,  communicated  his  letter 
of  recall  which  he  had  recently  received.  He  ex- 
prefied  his  attachment  to  France,  to  the  revolution, 
and  his  wi flies  for  our  glory.  He  added,  that  the 
Prefident  of  the  United  States  had  charged  him  CK- 
preffly  to  repeat  his  aifiirance  of  the  intereft  which 
the  United  States  take  in  our  republic,  and  of  the 
vvifhes  which  they  form  for  our  welfare. 

The  anfwer  of  the  Prefident  (Barras)  is  remark 
able  : 

"  In  this  day,  prefenting  your  letters  of  recall," 
faid  Barras  to  Mr.  Munro,  "  you  give  to  Europe  a 
<(  very  ftrange  (pedtacle. 

"  France,  rich  in  her  liberty,  encompaffed  by  her 
"  train  of  victories,  ftrong  in  the.efteem  of  her  al- 
tf  lies,  will  not  abafe  Jierfelf  by  calculating  thecon- 
"  fequences  of  the  condelceniion  of  the  American 
"  Government  to  the  fuggeftions  of  its  ancient  maf- 
"  ters.  The  French  Republic  hopes,  that  at  lea.ft 
"  the  fucceffors  of  Columbus,  Raleigh,  and  of  Penn, 
cc  always  jealous  of  their  liberty,  will  never  forget 
"  what  they  owe  to  France.  They  will  weigh,  in 
u  their  wifdom,  the  magnanimous  good  will  of  the 
ic  French  people,  with  the  crafty  carefTes  of  certain 
"  perfidious  perfons,  who  meditate  to  bring  them 
c<  back  to  their  former  Jlavery.  Aflure,  Sir,  the 
"  good  American  people,  that,  like  them,  we  adore 

K  2  "  liberty  ; 
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"  liberty;  that  they  fhall  always  have  our  efleeni  j 
"  and  that  they  will  find,  in  the  French  people,  that 
<c  republican  generofity  which  knows  how  to  grant 
"  peace  as  it  knows  how  to  make  its  fouereignty  re* 
"  fpetted. 

"  As  for  you,  Mr.  Minifter  Plenipotentiary,  jou 
"  have  contended  for  principles,  you  have  known 
se  the  true  interefts  of  your  country  :  depart  with 
"  our  regret.  We  give  up  in  you,  a  reprefentative 
*c  of  America,  and  we  keep  the  remembrance  of  a 
"  citizen  whole  perfonal  qualities  do  honour  to  that 
«  title." 

This  is  a  very  good  match  to  Hoche's  proclama 
tion  that  was  addrerTed  to  the  Irifh  rather  than  to  his 
army,  and  this  was  intended  for  the  people  here 
much  more  than  for  Mr.  Munro.  So  ;  we  are  itill 
"  the  good  people  of  America  ;"  and,  what  is  more, 
"  the  good  American  people,"  have  the  efleem  of 
the  magnanimous  French ;  notwithstanding  they 
rob  us  of  twelve  millions  of  dollars,  imprifon,  bind, 
and  lafh  our  failors,  infult  our  Government,  and 
call  upon  us  to  rebel  againft  it. — "  The  fuccefTors 
"  of  Columbus  and  Penn  !"  As  to  Columbus,  his 
fuccefTors  in  America  are  the  Spaniards ;  and  the 
mention  of  Penn  was  fingularly  unfortunate,  for  his 
name  awakens  the  remembrance  of  every  thing  that 
the  French  wifh  to  have  forgotten.  "  Former  fla- 
"  very!"  Did,  then,  the  followers  of  Penn  live  in 
flavery  ?  Penn's  government  exiftcd  in  his  ft  ate  until 
the  revolution,  and  therefore,  if,  till  this  glorious 
•epoch,  Americans  were  ilaves,  Perm  fhould  be  exe 
crated  as  a  tyrant,  rather  than  be  held  up  as  a  wor 
thy  predeceflbr. 

But  to  what  purpofe  do  I  comment  on  this 
fpeech  ?  Barras  talks  like  a  republican  Frenchman, 
that  is,  at  once  like  a  cut-throat  and  a  whining 
bypocrite. 


Munro 
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Munro  and  the  Paris  Monjler. — The  tranflation  of 
Citizen  Barras's  fpeech  to  Citizen  Munro,  pub- 
lifhed  in  yeiterday's  Gazette  *,  contained  an  error, 
which  it  certainly  would  not,  had  the  original  fallen 
into  the  hands  of  the  Editor.  It  was  copied  from 
another  paper,  the  tranflator  of  which  wifhed  to 
ibften,  as  much  as  poflihle,  the  language,  of  a  fen- 
tence  fo  well  calculated  to  roufe  the  fpirit  of  the 
people  of  America.  Thus  it  is  :  "  The  French  Re- 
"  public  hopes  too,  that  the  fuccerTbrs  of  Columbus 
"  and  }?en n,  always  proud  in  their  liberty,  will 
f*  never  forget  what  they  owe  to  France." 

Thus  it  llood  yeilerday ;  but,  infiead  of  "  what 
"  they  owe  to  France,"  it  fhould  have  been  ' '  that 
f '  they  owe  it  to  France  •)-.''  So  that  the  lenience 
corrected  runs  thus:  <%  The  French  Republic  hopes 
"  too,  that  the  iuccefTors  of  Columbus  and  Penu, 
"  always  proud  in  their  liberty,  will  never  forget 
"  that  they  owe  it  to  France/' 

If  this  be  the  cafe,  let  the  Whigs  of  i  776  (as  they 
call  themfelves),  and  Noah  W.ebfter  among  the 
reft,  no  longer  teafe  u$  with  their  inceffant  boalt, 
or  let  them  publicly  relent  cut-throat  Barras's  affer- 
tion.  Let  them  recoiled!,  that  it  is  no  ariftocrat 
that  thus  robs  them  of  their  "  glory,"  but  a  good 
blood-red  republican ;  and  the  Prefident  of  the 
grand  illuminated  and  illuminating  Aflembly  of 
France.  Their  reputation  is  at  ftake  ;  lilence  will 
be  interpreted  into  an  acknowledgment  of  their 
worthleflnefs. 

Munro  and  the  five  headed  Monfter. — The  follow 
ing  is  a  correct  tranfcript  of  the  letter  delivered  to 
the  French  Directory,  by  Mr.  Munro,  previous  to 
his  departure. 

*  I  have  now  brought  all  the  publications,  which  appeared  ip 
JJarch,   on  this  fubje<ft,  under  one  head. 
f  Qu'ils  la  doivent  u  la  France. 

K  3  "  Citizens 
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c:  Citizens  Directors, 

"  I  have  the  honour  to  prefent  you  with  my  let- 
<c  ter  of  recall  from  the  Prefident  of  the  Uriite4 
fc  States  of  America,  and  which  clofcs  my  political 
*c  functions  with  the  French  Republic  r  and  I  have 
"  the  honour  to  add.  that  I  am  inftrucled  by  the 
"  Preiident  to  avail  myfclf  of  this  occaiion,  to  re- 
tc  new  to  you  on  Jiis  part,  an  affurance  of  the  fo- 
"  licitude  which  the  United  States  feel  for  the  hap- 
"  pinefs  of  the  French  Republic. 

"  In  performing  this  act,  many  other  cpnfidera- 
"  tions  crowd  themfdves  upon  my  mind.  I  was 
ic  witnefs  to  a  revolution  in  my  own  country.  I  was 
ie  deeply  penetrated  with  its  principles,  which  are 
"  the  fame  with  thofe  of  your  revolution.  I  faw 
"  its  difficulties,  and  remembering  thele,  and  the 
"  important  fcrvices  rendered  us  by  France  on  that 
<{  occaiion,  I  have  partaken  v>  ith  you  in  all  the 
"  perilous  and  trying  fltuatious  in  which  you  hav$ 
"  oeen  placed. 

<c  It  was  my  fortune  to  arrive  among  yon  in  a 
cc  moment  of  complicated  danger,  from  hin  aud 
"  from  without;  and  it  is  with  the.  rr.oi:  heart-Alt 
*'c  fatisfaclion,  that^  in  taking  my  leave,  I  behold 
ce  viclory  and  the  dawn  of  profperity  upon  the  point 
"  of  realizing,  under  the  aufpices  of  a  wife  and 
"  excellent  conftitntion,  all  the  great  objeclis  for 
<f  which,  in  council  and  in  the  field,  you  have  fq 
"  long  and  fo  nobly  contended.  The  information 
"  which  I  fhall  carry  to  America,  of  this  ftate  of 
cc  your  affairs,  \vill  be  received  by  my  countrymen 
"  with  the  fame  joy  and  folicitude  fpr  its  continu- 
t(  ance,  that  I  now  feel  and  declare  for  myfelf. 

<f  There  is  no  obje61  which  I  have  a J ways  had 
*'  more  uniformly  and  iincerely  at  heart  than  the 
"  continuance  oi \  a  doje  union  and  perfect  harmony 
"  between  our  two  nations.  1  accepted  my  million. 
*!  with  a  view  to  ufe  my  utmoft  efforts  to  increafe 

"  and 
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"  and  promote  this  object ;  and  now  I  derive  con- 
"  iblation  in  a  review  of  my  conduct,  from  the 
<c  knowledge  that  I  have  never  deviated  from  it. 
"  Permit  me,  therefore,  in  withdrawing,  to  ex- 
"  prefs  an  earneft  wiili  that  this  harmony  may  be 
"  perpetual. 

"  [  be;r  leave  to  make  to  you,  Citizens  Directors, 
"  my  particular  acknowledgments  for  the  conii- 
"  dence  and  attention  with  which  you  have  ho- 
cc  noured  my  million  during  its  continuance ;  and 
"  at  the  fame  time  to  .allure  you,  that  as  I  fhall 
"  always  take  a  deep  and  lincere  intereft  in  what* 
"  ever  concerns  the  profperity  and  welfare  of  the 
Ci  French  Republic,  fo  I  fhall  never  ceafe  in  my 
"  retirement  to  pay  you  in  return  for  your  friend- 
"  ihip  you  have  fhown  me,  the  only  acceptable 
"  recompenfe  to  generous  minds,  the  tribute  of 
"  grateful  remembrance." 

Munro  and  Fauchet.-—Fauc)iet,  the  excellent  ex- 
politor  and  confeflbr,  Fauchet  tells  us,  or  rather 
he  tells  the  Convention,  c.  xvi.  of  his  invaluable 
treatife  on  bribery  and  corruption,  to  confult  Munro 
on  the  fubject.  "  Still  there  are  patriots  ,"  fays  the 
penetrating  envoy,  "  of  whom  I  delight  to  entertain 
an  idea  worthy  of  that  impoling  title.  Coiifult 
Munro,  he  is  of  the  number ;  he  had  apprized  me 
of  the  men,  whom  the  current  of  events  had  drag 
ged  along  as  bodies  devoid  of  weight,  &c.  &c." 
When  we  take  a  review  of  this  recommendation 
and  of  all  the  circumftances  under  which  it  was 
given,  we  are  not  furprifed  that  patriot  Munro 
ihould  acknowledge  *'  the  conf  dence  with  which  he 
had  been  honoured"  during  the  continuance  of  his 
million  in  France, 

Yes;  1  dare  lay  Fauchct's  advice  was  followed. 
I'll  engage  that  the  "  Citizens  Direcl  ors"  did 
^  icnfult  Munro,"  and  there  is  little  doubt  of  their 

K  4  having 

T^  O 
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having  done  it  in  vairi.  It  is  fomething  new  in 
diplomatic  hittory,  to  hear  an  envoy  recommended 
to  a  foreign  power,  as  the  proper  pertbn  to, give  an 
account  of  what  the  intereft  of  his  own  government 
required  to  be  kept  fecret ;  and  it  is  equally  new,  to 
hear  a  recalled  minifter  taking  his  leave  with  a 
naufeous  eulogium  on  thofe,  who  had  robbed  his 
country,  and  outrageoufly  inftilted  the  government 
from  whom  he  held  his  powers.  In  former  times 
this  would  have  excited  nniverfal  deteflation,  and 
called  down  condign  punifhment  on  the  head  of  the 
infolent  emifTary ;  but  in  this  bafe;  degenerate,  un 
natural  age,  when  real  patriotifm  is  treated  as  a 
"  local  prejudice,"  and  treafon  is  openly  juftified, 
it  is  not  much  wonder  if  the  fpeech  of  Munro 
fhould  pafs  unnoticed,  by  thofe  who  have  a  right  to 
demand  an  account  of  his  actions. 

Munro  and  the  Divan. — Mr.  PRINTER,  There  are 
fome  fa  els  in  circulation  relative  to  Mr.  Munro's  ad- 
drefs  to  the  French  Directory,  which,  if  well 
founded,  fhow  a  devotednefs  in  that  minifler  to 
France,  and  a  meannefs  of  foul,  that  muft  link 
him  in  every  American  mind,  far  below  contempt. 

The  fadls  feem  pretty  much  as  follows :  That  in 
the  beginning  of  December,  Mr.  Munro  gave  in  his 
letter  of  recall  to  M.Delacroix  ;  that  Mr.  Pinckney 
prefented  his  letter  of  credence  at  the  fame  time ; 
and  that  in  a  few  days  Mr.  Munro  obtained  an 
anfwer,  recognizing  his  letter  of  recall,  and  inform 
ing  him,  "  that  the  Directory  would  receive  no 
"  miniller  plenipotentiary  from  the  United  States, 
ci  till  after  the  United  States  had  redrefTed  the 
"  grievances  complained  of  by  France ;"  that  the 
Directory  refufed  cards  of  hofpitality  or  protection 
to  Mr.  Pinckney,  and  in  a  converfation  with  his 
iecretary,  M.  Delacroix  expreffed  his  furprife  to  learn, 
that  Mr.  Pinckney  was  ft  ill  in  Paris;  threatened 

him 
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him  with  the  officers  of  the  police  in  cafe  he  did  not 
leave  the  French  territory  ;  and  laftly.  that  thefe 
various  infults  were  perfectly  known  to  Mr.  Munro, 
and  that  all  of  them  actually  happened  previous  to 
his  farewell  addrels  to  the  Directory,  which  was 
delivered  the  laft  of  December. 

After  thefe  infults  to  Mr.  Pinckney ;  after  the 
high  injuries  done  to  the  United  States  ;  after  re 
filling  to  receive  a  minifter  having  authority  to 
enter  into  friendly  explanations ;  after  (hutting  the 
door  againfr  thefe  explanations,  by  telling  Mr. 
Munro,  that  they  required  from  the  United  States 
as  a  preliminary  to  receiving  a  miniiler,  things 
which  no  American  can  ever  content  to ;  Mr. 
Munro  fays  to  the  Directory  :  "  It  is  with  the  mo  ft 
heart-felt  fat  is  faction,  that,  in  taking  my  leave,  I 
behold  viclory  and  the  dawn  of  profperity,  upon  the 
point  of  realizing,  under  the  auipices  of  a  wife  and 
excellent  conftituuon,  all  the  great  objects  for 
which,  in  council  and  in  the  field,  you  have  fo 
long  and  fo  nobly  contended.  The  information 
which  I  fhall  carry  to  America,  of  this  ftate  of  your 
affafrs,  will  be  received  by  my  countrymen  wilh 
the  fame  joy  and  iblicitude  for  its  continuance,  that 
I  now  feel  and  declare  my  lei  f." 

No,  Citizen  Munro,  your  fellow -citizens  cannot 
realize  the  mofl  heart-felt  fatisfaction  at  the  fuc- 
cefTes  of  a  nation,  nor  Iblicitude  for  the  continuance 
of  that  flare  of  its  affairs  which  has  induced  it  to 
heap  upon  them  infults  and  injuries.  Americans, 
who  love  their  country,  cannot  kneel  to  thofe  who 
have  robbed  them,  cannot  court  a  continuance  of 
robberies,  and  lick  the  hand  juft  raifed  to  fhed 
their  blood.  For  though  you  could  crouch  and 
kneel,,  and  lick  and  fawn  on  fuch  an  occafion,  your 
fellow-citizens  can  feel  nothing  but  contempt,  and 
for  the  Directory,  who  requires  of  the  United 

States 
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States  an  act  that  would  proftrate  them  in  the  duft, 
the  utmoft  indignation. 

Thank  God,  the  fpirit  which  led  the  United 
States  to  independence,  has  not  forfaken  them,  and 
tli.it  "the  fucceffors  of  Columbus,  Raleigh,  and 
Peun,"  will  never  fubmit  to  be  governed  by  the 
agents  of  the  French  Directory.  IS.  P. 


SATTRDAY,  25lh  MARCH* 

Mr.  Harper  once  a  Democrat.—  This  gentleman, 
at  the  time  that  the  election  for  Prejident  was  pend 
ing,  wrote  a  letter  to  his  eonftituents,  partly  on 
that  fubjeft,  and  partly  on  the  infamous  conduct  of 
France.  The  part  of  tins  letter,  which  related  to 
the  latter  fubjecr,  he  wifhed  much  to  fee  circulate 
all  over  the  State,  and  he  enclofed  fome  copies  of 
it  to  men  whom  he  looked  upon  as  his  friends,  for 
that  purpofe,  marking  the  paragraphs  which  he 
wifhcd  to  have  omitted.  It  evidently  appears,  that 
tlv.fe  paragraphs  were  marked  for  omiiFion,  more 
from  the  perfuaiion  that  the  whole  would  be  too 
long  for  a  newfpaper,  than  from  any  other  motive; 
for,  it  was  impoffible  that  the  writer  could  either 
hope  or  wifh  to  keep  from  the  world  the  contents 
of  a  letter,  which  he  had  had  printed,  and  difpatched 
to  his  conftitaents.  Neverthtlds,  this  eireumftance 
has  furniihed  the  democrats,  who  are  everlaltingly 
on  the  watch  for  articles  of  accufation  againft  Mr. 
Harper,  with  a  fubjecl  of  bale  mitreprefentation. 
Some  villain,  to  whofe  care  one  of  the  marked  let 
ters  was  committed,  has,  as  he  fuppofes,  injured  the 
author,  by  divulging  what  he  looked  upon  as  a 
confidential  communication.  This  difcovery  has 
ftirred  np  the  gall  of  one  P.  F.  Defcernay,  who  is, 
it  feems,  fecretary  to  tbe  "  French  Patriotic,  or 
"  Democratic,  Society  of  Charleston,"  of  which 
fociety,  in  the  year  1793,  Mr.  Harper  applied  lobe 
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and  was  admitted,  a  member.  Citizen 
Defvernay  now  brings  forward  this  circum  fiance, 
and  rnoft  grofsly  abufes  Mr.  Harper  for  what  he 
calls  his  apoftacy.  This  letter  of  Defvernay,  hav 
ing  found  us  way  into  the  infamous  Gazette  of  the 
French  hireling  Bache,  Mr.  Harper  yeiierday  re 
plied  to  it,  through  the  fame  channel. 


kia,  March  24,  1797. 
Mr.  BACF  E, 

Not  having  icad  your  paper  nor  the  Daily  Ad- 
vertiier,  lince  the  adjournment  of  Congrefs,  I  did 
not  know  till  yefterday,  that  you  had  published 
fome  pannages  of  a  letter  of  mine.  Thofe  paliages, 
]  find,  are  republifhed  in  your  paper  of  this  morn 
ing  I  do  not  think  it  necetfary  to  take  any  notice 
pf  the  obfervations  of  your  correfpondent,  much  lefs 
of  thofe  made  by  M.  Defvcrnay  ;  but  I  requeft  you 
to  inform  your  readers  that  the  publication  of  the 
extracts  in  cjuefiion,  fuchofthem,  I  mean,  as  relate 
to  the  talents  and  political  character  of  the  candi 
dates  in  the  late  election  for  President,  was  a  breach 
of  private  confidence.  The  opinions  there  ex- 
prelled,  are  fuch  as  I  believe  to  be  perfectly  well 
founded  ;  but  I  did  not  intend  them  for  the  public, 
which  has  nothing  to  do  with  my  opinion  about 
Mr.  Adams,  Mr.  JefFcrfon,  or  Mr.  Pinckncy.  Nay, 
they  were  intended  for  my  particular  conftituents, 
who  expected  them  from  me,  and  to  whom,  for 
that  and  other  realbns,  I  thought  it  my  duty  to 
give  them.  I  am  itill  of  the  fame  opinion.  But 
as  they  were  not  intended  for  the  public,  when  I 
requefted  the  print  ;rs  at  Columbia  and  Charlefton 
to  pu^lifii  oihcr  parts  of  the  letter,  containing 
ftatemeuis  that  I  thought  might  be  agreeable  to  the 
people  of  the  State  at  large,  1  directed  thefe  pafTages 
\$  b^  omitted, 

I  owe 
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I  owe  this  declaration  to  the  public,  on  which  I 
would  not  be  thought  to  have  obtruded  opinions 
that  I  was  in  no  manner  called  on  to  give.  But 
ilnce  the  partifans  of  Mr.  Jefferfon  are  reiblved  that 
the  public,  whether  I  will  or  not,  fhall  know  my 
opinion  of  him,  I  cannot  help  it.  I  wifh  for  his  , 
fake,  and  ftill  more  for  the  fake  of  the  United 
States,  that  my  opinions  concerning  him  may  be 
contradicted  by  experience.  Should  he  difappoint 
me  as  much  as  the  French  have  iince  I  applied  for 
admiffion  into  the  Patriotic  Society  at  Charlefton,  I 
fhall  avow  my  change  of  opinion  with  as  little  re- 
ferve  as  I  before  ufed,  for  a  year  pa  ft,  in  expr-effing 
my  abhorrence  for  the  conduct  and  views  of  Govern 
ment,  which,  in  the  year  1793,  I  fo  greatly,  and, 
as  I  fince  find,  fo  unjuftly  admired. 

I  will  further  add,  imce  the  occafion  offers,  that, 
had  the  partifans  of  Mr.  Jefferfon  taken  lefs  pains 
to  reprefent  him  as  a  ftandard  for  talents,  virtue, 
and  republican  principles,  as  not  only  preferable  to 
his  rival,  but  fo  greatly  and  undeniably  preferable, 
that  his  election  could  have  been  prevented  by  no 
thing  but  <c  the  depravity  of  the  times,  the  cor 
ruption  of  manners,  a  fondnefs  for  monarchy,  and 
;i  deiire  of  war  with  France ;"  had  they  taken  lefs 
pains  to  connect  his  election  with  the  maintenance 
of  peace,  and  the  fupport  of  republican  government, 
and  to  reprefent  Mr.  Adams,  and  all  his  fupporters, 
as  aritlocrats,  friends  to  monarchy,  and  enemies  to 
France ;  had  they  been  lefs  indutirious  in  attempt 
ing  to  fane"! ion  every  meafuie  of  oppoiition  to  the 
prefent  government  with  his  name  and  popularity, 
and  to  employ  them  in  impofing  on  the  public  mind 
an  opinion,  that  hatred  to  England,  and  not  merely 
a  deiire  of  peace  with  France,  but  fubferviency  to 
her  views,  under  the  name  of  attachment  to  he? 
eaufe,  were  client ial  qualifications  for  an  American 

patriot. 


•MARCH,  1797.  HI 

patriot,  and  the  only  true  criterions  of  republican 
principles  ;  had  Mr.  Jefferfon's  partisans  done  lefs 
than  all  this,  thofe  who  believe  themfelves  to  know 
his  real  political  character,  and  to  entertain  jnfler 
opinions  about  his  political  talents,  might  have 
thought  themfelves  under  lefs  obligation  to  contri- 

o  .    . 

bute  all  in  their  power  towards  undeceiving  the 
people.  I,  for  one,  fhould  in  that  cafe  have  been 
iilent.  But  fince  my  conftituents  were  in  the  num 
ber  of  thofe  attempted  to  be  impofed  on,  with  the 
greated  probability  too  of  fuccefs,  I  thought  myfelf 
obliged  to  fpeak ;  and  to  repeat  it  once  more,  I  have 
spoken  what  I  believe  to  be  perfectly  true,  but  wiili 
mat  experience  may  contradict. 

Your  humble  fervant, 

ROBERT  G.  HARPER. 

The  Tree  of  Liberty  :  a  Fragment. — "  It  cannot  be 
a  may-pole,"  faid  an  old  gentleman,  <;  at  lead  I 
never  faw  one  with  a  cap  on  it  ;  it  cannot  be  a 
whiikey-pole — I  can  fcarcely  think  that  the  inhabit 
ants  of  this  place  would  permit  a  whiflcey-pole  to  be 
creeled  in  the  very  centre  of  the  town — what  can  it 
mean  ?" 

A  dapper  Jacko  who  overheard  the  old  gentle 
man's  foiiloquy,  eager  to  refolve  his  doubts,  addreff- 
ed  him  :  "  That,  Sir,  is  the  Tree  and  Cap  of  Li- 
bertyT — <c  Is  it  indeed  ?"  replied  he.  "  A  truly  un 
fortunate  emblem  have  you  chofen !  This  tree,  as  you 
rail  it,  appears  to  be  a  mere  pole  :  it  has  neither 
root,  nor  branch,  nor  fruit,  nor  leaf;  even  the  bark 
is  dripped  off.  Is  this  pole  then  emblematic  of  the 
bleiilngs  which  liberty  brings  r — Depend  upon  it, 
young  man,  tills  tree,  if  fo  it  mud  be  called,  never 
will  take  root ;  never  will  it  afford  a  delirious  fhade 
for  the  panting  traveller;  never  fhall  we  enjoy  any 
fruit  of  its  bearing.  Stupid  mortals  who  planted  it 
with  any  fuch  expectation  ! — It  is  fit  for  nought  but 

to 
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to  be  taVen  down  and  cafl  into  the  fire  ;  in  n,o  other 
manner  can  it  be  of  ufe — and  as  to  the  cap,  it  feerns 
fit  for  nothing  elte  but  to  fwing  on  the  top  of  fuch  a 
pole ;  to  decorate  the  brows  of  a  highwayman,  or 
to  protect  the  fhallow  brains  of  a  Jacobin. 

SENEX. 

BY  THE  PRESIDENT 

OF   THE    UNITED    STATES    OF   AMERICA; 
A    PROCLAMATION. 

WHEREAS  the  Conftitution  of  the  United  States 
of  America  provides  that  the  Preiident  may,  on  ex 
traordinary  occafions,  convene  both  Houfes  of  Con- 
grefs  ;  and  whereas  an  extraordinary  occaiion  exifrs 
for  convening  Congrefs,  and  divers  great  and  weighty 
matters  claim  their  confideration  :  I  have  therefore 
thought  it  rsecefTary  to  convene,  and  I  do  by  theie 
prefents  convene  the  Congrefs  of  the  United  States 
of  America,  at  the  city  of  Philadelphia,  in  the  Com 
monwealth  of  Pennfylvania,  on  Monday  the  fifteenth 
day  of  May  next ;  hereby  requiring  the  Senators  and 
Rt-prefentatives  in  the  Congrefs  of  the  United  States 
of  America,  and  every  of  them,  that,  laying  afide  all 
other  matters  and  cares,  they  then  and  there  meet 
and  affemble  in  Congref?,  in  order  to  confult  and 
determine  on  fuch  meafures  as  in  their  vvifdom  (hall 
be  deemed  meet  for  the  fafety  and  welfare  of  the  faid 
United  States. 

In  tcflimony  whereof,  I  have  canfed  the  feal  of 
(L.S.)    the  United  States  to  be  affixed  to  thefe  pre 
fents,  and  figned  the  fame  with  my  hand. 
Done  at  the  city  of  Philadelphia,  the  twenty- 
fifth  day  of  March,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord 
one  thoufand  feven  hundred  and  ninety-feven, 

JOHN  ADAMS. 
By  the  Prefident, 

TIMOTHY  PICKERING, 

Secretary  of  State. 

NOAH 
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NOAH  WEBSTER'S 
ATTACK  ON  PETER  PORCUPINE. 

FROM    THE    MINERVA   OF    NEW- YORK* 


March  zifl,  1797, 

AN  a  late  paper  we  inferted  (entiments  of  this  kind, 
that  the  putting  up  in  the  Coffee-houfe  a  card,  on 
which  was  printed  the  Englifh  flag,  was  a  low,  piti 
ful  buiineis,  equalled  only  by  the  metinriefs  of  put 
ting  up  a  French  flag  ;  and  that  it  is  fervile  to  be 
bandied  about  between  the  flags  of  different  foreign 

o 

nations.  We  ought  to  unite  under  our  vwaflag.  and 

O  J       o  ' 

learn  to  be  a  nation. 

Peter  Porcupine  has  copied  the  paragraph  with 
difapprobation,  and  fays  it  contains  more  of  vulgar 
prejudice  and  rniftake,  than  of  juftice  or  good  po-, 
Hey.  He  obferves,  that  it  is  the  "  quo  animo,"  the 
intention  of  the  a£t,  that  ftamps  its  character.  He 
would  have  no  foreign  flag  hoifted,  as  a  rally  ing- 
point  for  malcontents  againft  their  own  govern 
ment  ;  but  to  unite  the  American  Eagle  with  the 
Britifh  Lion  againft  an  ambitious  enemy,  he  thinks 
would  be  an  act  that  we  need  not  be  afhamed  o£ 
He  then  fpeaks  of  an  alliance  of  that  kind,  as  ho 
nourable  and  advantageous  to  both  parties, 

No  comment  will  be  made  on  the  infin nation  of 
"  vulgar  prejudice,"  againft  the  editor  of  the  Mi 
nerva.  When  Peter  becomes  acquainted  with  the 
editor's  real  character,  he  will  learn,  that,  in  a  com 
bat  of  that  kind,  he  himfelf  muft  certainly  be  the 
lofer. 

But  we  conteit  Peter's  principles.  It  was  flrongly 
fufpeded  many  months  ago,  that  his  principles  are 
not  very  friendly  to  the  independence  of  America, 
and  ftill  lefs  fo  to  the  form  of  our  government. 

This 
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This  fufpicion  has  been  greatly  increafed  by  the 
manner  in  which  his  Gazette  has  been  conducted. 
His  retailing  abufe  againft  La  Fayettc,  whofe  fuflfer- 
ings  (even  fuppofe  him  to  have  been  in  fault,  which 
is  doubtful  or  not  admitted)  are  far  too  fevere,  and 
call  for  the  fympathy  of  all  mankind,  denotes  a  man 
callous  to  the  miferies  of  his  fpecies,  and  extremely 
difrefpeclful  to  the  opinions  of  the  Americans,  who 
entertain  friendfhip  and  gratitude  for  La  Fayette. 
We  obferve  alto  whole  columns  of  fome  of  the  firit 
numbers  of  Peter's  Gazette,  filled  with  "  apologies 
"  for  the  old  government  of  France,"  that  is,  for, 
the  feudal  fyftem,  though  in  a  relaxed  ftate,  and 
for  as  corrupt  a  iyitem  of  defpotifm  as  Europe  ever 
witnerTed. 

The  fuccefs  of  Peter's  pen,  in  attacking  the. de 
mocratic  factions  of  our  country  has  perfectly  intox 
icated  him  ;  and  lie  miftakes  the  fenfe  of  America 
extremely^  when  be  fuppofes  the  danger  we  have 
efcaped  of  being  proftrated  at  the  feet  of  France, 

will  urge  us  to  lay  our  country  at  the  feet  of  Great 

fc>  J  * 

Britain. 

No,  Peter  ;  your  abuiing  the  men  who  fought  for 
our  independence,  and  your  recommending  the  old 
government  of  France,  are  not  the  means  by  which 
your  popularity  is  to  be  maintained.  The  old  go 
vernment  of  France  was  not  fo  bad  as  the  Jacobin 
government,  it  is  true;  but  there  is  a  government, 
different  from  both,  which  La  Fayette  fought,  and 
which  the  people  of  this  country  will  rejoice  to  fee- 
introduced,  that  is,  a  free  government. 

As  to  an  alliance  with  Great  Britain,  we  want 
none,  except  what  is  dictated  by  commercial  views. 
Here  our  interetl  calls  for  mutual  aid  and  protection. 
So  far  as  Great  Britain  will  protect  our  trade,  for 
her  own  fake,  we  fhall  gladly  receive  it,  and  no 
farther. 

We  afk  no  favours  of  Great  Britain,  nor  of  any 

2  other 
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other  nation  ;  for  this  would  lay  the  foundation  for 
more  claims  of  gratitude ,  with  which  we  have  been 
outrageoufly  tormented  by  the  French,  and  their 
hirelings.  The  United  States  and  Great  Britain  are 
allied  by  intereft.  Setting  afide  famenefs  of  lan 
guage,  habits,  and  private  connexions,  no  two 
countries  are  fo  clofely  united  by  commercial  ad 
vantages.  Nor  can  this  union  of  intereft,  for  a 
long  time  to  come,  have  a  competitor.  It  is  as 
much  for  Great  Britain's  interefl  (not  to  fay  more) 
to  protecl  our  veflels,  as  it  is  ours  to  have  them  pro- 
tedted.  So  far  an  alliance  will  arife  out  of  neceffity 
and  convenience,^  which  will  require  very  little  mo 
dification  by  exprefs  agreements.  As  to  any  thing 
like  a  general  treaty,  ofFcnfive  and  defenlive,  God 
forbid  !  Sooner  may  the  United  States  be  doomed 
to  encounter  another  eight  years  war  for  independ 
ence,  than  hold  the  blefling  at  the  mercy  of  any 
foreign  nation  ! 

No,  Peter  :  tneman  who  writes  this,  once  volun 
tarily  bore  arms  to  defend  independence  :  in  purfu- 
ance  of  the  famejDrinciples,  \\Qfirft  propofed  publicly 
the  plan  of  the  National  Confritution  ;  perfevering  in 
the  fame  principles,  he  aflailed  the  monfter  FAC 
TION,  the  moment  it  appeared,  in  the  infidious  form 
of  popular  clubs:  and  from  that  moment  to  this,  he 
has  never  ceafed  to  expofe  the  artifices  of  the  French 
agents,  to  lay  this  country  at  the  feet  of  France. 
With  the  fame  determined  zeal  and  firmnefs,  Peter, 
he  now  openly  declares  war  againfl  the  man  who 
dares  to  vilify  the  defenders  of  American  independ 
ence,  or  to  propofe  an  alliance  that  would  commit 
that  independence  to  the  power  of  a  foreign  flate,  or 
to  the  fate  of  European  contefts. 

Americans  defire  peace,  and  rejoice  that  the  flags 
of  all  nations  flream  in  their  harbours.  But  the  man 
who  unites  a  foreign  flag  with  that  ot  his  own  coun 
try,  on  the  territory  of  the  United  States,  without 

VOL.  v.  L  an 
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an  order  of  Government,  is  a  faftiout  man,  and  has 
not  the  honour  of  his  country  at  heart,  This  little 
emblem  of  national  honour  ought  no  more  to  be  the 
iignal  for  mobs  and  for  violence  in  a  neutral  country. 

Such,  Peter,  is  my  political  creed— I  know  no 
party,  but  that  of  MY  COUNTRY.  My  country  is 
INDEPENDENT  ;  it  is  for  our  intereftj  the  intereft  of 
Great  Britain,  and  of  all  Europe,  that  it  fhould  be 
fo  ;  and  the  man  who  feeks  to  tack  it  on  any  foreign 
country,  to  involve  it  in  European  broils,  or  make 
its  independence  the  fport  of  European  policy,  is  con 
ceived  to  be  an  ENEMY.  As  fuch,  his  intrigues  will 
be  expoied,  and  his  influence  refitted,  by  all  thofe 
decent  and  legal  means  that  diftinguifh  the  gentle 
man  and  the  good  citizen. 

P.  S.  If  Peter  Porcupine's  views  are  miftaken,  it 
belongs  to  him  to  remove  the  impreffions  which  his 
writings  made  on  the  genuine  friends  of  this  country. 


PORCUPINES 

LETTER  I. 

Philadelphia,  2^th  March,  1797. 

TO  MR.  NOAH  WEBSTER  OF  NEW-YORK. 

SIR, 

YOU  tell  me  and  the  public,  that  you,  with  "  de 
termined  zeal  and  Jirnwefs,  now  openly  declare  war 
againft  me ;"  and  that  "  I  mult  certainly  be  the 
lofer?  Softly,  Squire  Webfter ;  it  is  not  fo  certain, 
perhaps,  as  you  may  imagine.  If  you  had  remem 
bered  the  fable  of  the  man  who  fold  the  lion's  Ikin, 
and  was  afterwards  killed  in  hunting  him,  you  would 
not  have  cried  Vi&oria  !  before  you  had  given  your 
aritagonifl  time  to  return  your  fire. 

This, 


MARCH,  1797.  147 

This,  Sir,  I  defire  yon  to  look  upon  as  a  counter- 
declaration  ;  as  a  preparative  for  repulfing  the  un 
provoked  attack.  Your  long,  familiar,  and  modeft 
addrefs  fhould  have  been  anfwered  this  day  (notwith- 
itanding  the  certainty  of  my  being  the  lofer),  did  not 
the  very  extraordinary  remarks  it  contains  call  for 
delay,  in  order  to  afford  time  for  a  full  and  fair 
difcuilion  of  a  fubjecl,  of  much  greater  importance 
than  the  <f  political  creed"  of  a  news- monger.  In 
the  mean  time,  Sir,  be  not  too  confident  of  victory. 
61  Achieve  me  firfl,  good  Squire,  and  then  fell  my 
«  bones." 

For  your  attachment  to  the  Government  under 
which  we  live  and  profper,  and  for  the  fervices 
(however  trifling)  you  have  rendered  it,  accept  the 
refpe6ls  of  Your  humble  fervant, 

P.  PORCUPINE. 


LETTER  II. 

TO    MR.    NOAH    WEBSTER    OP    NEW-YORK. 


"  Vain,  fickle,  blind,  from  thefe  to  thofe  he  flies, 

'*  And  ev'ryjide  of  wav'ring  combat  tries  ; 

*  Large  promife  makes,  and  breaks  the  promiie  made ; 
**  Now  gives  the  Grecians,  now  the  Trojans  %\&" 

POPE'S  HOMER,  lib.  v. 

SIR, 

SOME  days  ago  I  promifed  you  an  anfwer  to 
your  Addrefs  (or  whatever  elfe  you  may  pleafe  to 
call  it)  of  the  2ifl  of  March.  It  luckily  matters 
little  how  this  anfwer  begins.  Aware,  I  fuppofe,  of 
the  uncouth  manners  of  the  man  you  were  about 
to  ail  ail,  you  kindly  contrived  that  the  rudenefs  of 
your  attack  fhould  furnifh  an  ample  apology  for  his 
want  of  politenefs. 

Your  Addrefs  treats  of  your  important  fejf,  of  me, 

i.  2  and 
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and  of  the  propofed  alliance  .between  the  United 
States  and  Great  Britain.  This  alliance  is  a  fubject 
of  to6  much  confequence  to  be  blended  with  an  in 
quiry  into  your  and  my  character,  principles,  and 
conduct  ;  I  fliall  therefore  referve  it  for  another  op 
portunity  :  not  loiing,  however,  the  prefent  oppor- 
tunity  of  declaring,  that  your  reafoning,  iriftead  of 
convincing  me  that  I  was  miftaken,  has  ftrength- 
ened,  as  far  as  any  thing  in  itfelf  contradictory  can 
llrengthcn;  the  opinion  which  gave  fo  much  offence 
to  your  wifdom. 

You  fet  out  with  telling  the  public,  that  "  in  a 
"  late  paper,  we  inferted  fentiments  of  this  kind, 
"  that  the  putting  up  in  the  Coffee- houfe  a  card,  on 
cc  which  was  painted  the  Englifh  flag,  was  a  low, 
"  pitiful  lufimfs,  equalled  only  by  the  meannefs  of 
"  flitting  up  a  French  flag  ;  and  that  it  is  fervile  to 
<c  be  bandied  about  between  the  flags  of  different 
"  foreign  nations.  We  ought  to  unite  under  our 
"  own  flag,  and  learn  to  be  a  nation/' 

You  then  complain  of  my  having  quoted  the  paf- 
fage  "  isuilh  dlfaff  rotation^9  which,  with  the  appli 
cation  of  the  words  vulgar  prejudice ,  was,  it  feems, 
a  rlretch  of  prefumption  which  your  pride  could  not 
forgive. 

I  mult  confefs,  that  to  venture  to  quote  "  with 
cc  difapprobation"  the  oracular  precepts  flowing 
from  the  lips  of  the  high  priell  of  Minerva,  was 
rather  bold  ;  but  (and  with  due  fubmiilion  be  it 
Ipoken)  it  was  not  fo  much  your  advice  as  your 
partfalify,  your  ver/atiKty,  that  I  difapproved  of. 
You  have  uttered  inch  cart-loads  of  fentiments, 
that  it  is  abfolutely  impoffible  you  fhould  recollect 
one  half  of  them  ;  and  as,  in  politics  particularly, 
you  are  led  by  no  fixed,  no  polar  (tar  principle,  it 
is  as  impoffible  that  you  fhould  ever  be  coniiitent 
long  together.  Your  faying  that  the  putting  up  of 
an  Engiifh  flag  "  was  a  low}  pitiful ^bufinefs/'  founds 

well ; 
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well  ;  but  did  you  fay  this  when  the  French  flag 
was  put  up  ?  No ;  you  called  that  neither  low  nor 
fitiful:  it  was  even  honoured  with  your  applaufe, 
as  far  as  a  man,  who  looks  upon  himfelf  as  the  ex- 
cluiive  pofleffor  of  all  that  is  praife worthy,  can  ap 
plaud  the  acTions  of  others.  The  holding  of  the 
French  flag  was  attended  with  feafting  and  noife, 
little  inferior  to  what  we  have  witnefled  at  the  cele 
bration  of  the  murder  of  the  Swifs  guards :  yet  it 
efcaped  your  cenfure  ;  it  was  fuffered  to  hang  very 
peaceably,  and  to  receive  the  adoration  of  the  devout 
fans-culottes  of  New-York  ;  Folly  was  permitted  to 
revel  at  the  foot,  as  it  were,  of  the  fhrine  of  Wifdom, 
for  the  fpace  of  three  whole  years,  without  receiving 
either  cbafHfement  or  rebuke.  But,  behold  the  dif 
ference  !  The  moment  a  reprefentation  of  the  Britifh 
flag  appears,  though  painted  on  a  bit  of  paper  only, 
and  intended  merely  to  produce  a  little  fport,  you 
cafl  off  your  lethargic  forbearance.  Your  patriotifm, 
that  patriotifm,  which  flept  like  a  dormoufe,  while 
the  French  flag  was  not  only  hanging  up  in  the 
Coffee-room,  but  was  borne  about  your  ftreets  to 
eledions  and  town  meetings ;  that  drowfy  patriotifm, 
which  feemed  fcarcely  to  perceive  a  banner  of  two 
yards  fquare,  though  it  brufhed  its  very  nofe,  became 
all  alive,  took  fire  in  a  moment,  upon  fight  of  a 
Britifh  flag  in  miniature. 

You  do,  indeed,  now  talk  about  the  <f  meannefs 
cc  of  putting  up  a  French  flag-"  but  when  do  you 
find  courage  to  do  this  ?  At  the  moment  the  people 
around  you  are  got  tired  and  afhamed  of  their  bau 
ble.  Far  were  you  from  calling  it  a  meannefs,  and 
fo  far  from  it,  that  your  voice  was  one  of  the  moft 
fonorous  in  the  ridiculous  and  difgraceful  hue  and 
cry  raifed  againft  thofe  who  pulled  it  down,  in  the 
month  of  May,  1795 — On  that  occafion  you  very 
patriotically  obferved,  that  "  It  was  hoped  that  the 
*'  flags  of  the  filler  Republics  would  have  remained 

L  3  "  undif- 
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**  undifturbed\yy  the  enemies  of  our  peace ;"  and  then, 
on  you  go  to  exprefs  your  abhorrence  of  the  conduct 
of  the   facrilegious  wretches  whofe  impious  hands 
had  removed  them.     And  recollect,  that  you  took 
ipecial  care  not  to  utter  a  fy liable  againft  the  favages, 
who  attempted  to  murder  a  Britiih  officer,  to  avenge 
"  the  mighty  wrong."     To   intrude  your  precepts, 
therefore,  at  this  time ;  to  ftrut  and  hector  over  the 
poor  fallen  Tricolor,  and  to  call  on  your  readers  to 
"  unite   under  their  own  flag.,    and'  learn    to    be  a 
"  nation"  entitles  you  to  but  very  little  praife.  Your 
advice  comes  too  late.     The  patient  was  in  a  Hate  of 
convalefcence,    before  you   ventured  to   prefcribe ; 
French  privateers,  jails,  whips,  and  irons,  had  ef 
fectually  removed  the  malady  of  the  public,  while 
you  itood  fumbling  its  pulfe.     Had  the  fame  ftupid 
admiration  of  the  French,  that  prevailed,  and  that 
you  participated  in,  for  feveral  years  ;  had  this  ad 
miration  and  its  concomitant  partiality  ftill  exiited, 
you  would  never  have  dared  (with  all  your  hero'ifm) 
to  call  the  hoifting  of  their  flag  "  a  low  pitiful  oufi- 
"  nets:"  you  would  prudently  have  left  that  to  a 
writer  of  lets  caution  and  more  iincerity,  referving 
to  yourfelf  the  agreeable  talk  of  endeavouring  to  dif- 
figure  his  motives  and  blaft  his  fame. 

And  was  it  then  fnch  a  heinous  offence  to  quote 
a  writer  of  your  {tamp  "  with  difapprobation,"  or 
apply  to  him  the  charge  of  vulgar  prejudice  f  It 
would  be  curious  to  hear  on  what  it  is  that  you 
grounded  your  right  of  exemption  from  all  cenfure 
and  criticifm.  Befides,  to  fay  that  a  man  has 
adopted  a  vulgar  prejudice ,  is  calculated  to  give  of 
fence  to  no  one  but  an  illiterate  booby,  who  does 
not  know  the  meaning  of  the  words,  or  a  captious, 
Inflated,  felf-fufric^nt  pedant.  Yet  it  is  this  phrafe, 
and  this  alone,  that  has  provoked  you  to  feek  reta 
liation,  and  retaliation  too  of  the  moll  bate  and 
malicious  ipecies, — "  We  conteji^  fay  you  (after 

declaring 
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declaring  that  /  am  unable  to  cope  with  you),  ts  we 
"  conteft  Peter's  principles.  It  was  ftrongly  fuf- 
*c  pecied,  many  months  ago,  that  his  principles  are 
<c  not  very  friendly  to  the  independence  of  America, 
"  and  ft  ill  lefs  ib  to  the  form  of  our  government." 

The  grammatical  inaccuracy  of  this  laft  fentence, 
though  fallen  from  the  pen  of  a  language-maker,  it 
would  be  foreign  to  my  purpofe  to  remark  on  :  it  is 
the  flander  it  conveys  that  it  is  my  duty  to  expofe. 
"  //  was  ftrongly  fiifye&ed!*  This  is  the  true  goffip- 
ping,  calumniating  ftyle.  All  verbal  atTaflins  fpcak 
in  ttiepaffive  'voice,  that  what  they  cannot  prove  they 
may  at  laft  throw  on  public  report.  If  you  had 
faid,  <c  /  fufpeetcd  many  months  ago/'  though  it 
would  have  led  to  a  detection,  you  would  have 
a6led  more  like  a  man ;  and  this  might  have  been 
expected  too,  in  a  volunteer  of  your  "  determined 
"  zeal  and  firmneis." 

However,  as  you  are  very  fond  of  the  pompous 
plural  number  and  paffive  voice,  perhaps  it  is  but 
fair  to  fuppofe  that  you  mean  to  intimate,  that^oz* 
fufpccted  my  principles  many  months  ago ;  and  if 
this  was  really  the  cafe,  pray  how  came  you  to  re 
commend  my  pamphlets  to  the  perulal  of  your 
readers,  as  the  beft  antidote  to  the  anarchical  prin 
ciples  of  the  enemies  of  the  government  ?  How 
many  months  ago  was  it  that  your  penetration  made 
the  grand  difcovery  ?  When  I  propofed  publiihing 
a  paper,  which  was  no  more  than  about  fix  weeks 
anterior  to  the  date  of  your  Addrefs,  you  told  the 
public  in  an  exulting  manner,  that  I  fliould  "  prove 
tf  a  terrible  fcourge  to  the  patriots,"  meaning  Bache, 
Greenleaf,  and  all  the  antifederal  crew.  Six  weeks, 
Squire  Webfter,  is  not  many  months.  If  you  really 
fufpe£ted  my  enmity  to  the  government,  and  to  the 
independence  of  America,  you  were  a  very  great 
hypocrite,  if  not  fomething  of  a  traitor,  to  applaud 
my  undertaking  ;  and  if,  on  the  other  hand,  you 
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had  no  fuch  fufpicion,  and  have  now  feigned  it 
merely  for  the  purpofe  of  revenging  what  your 
haughtinefs  has  conftrued  into  an  affront,  I  leave 
the  public  to  determine  what  name  you  are  worthy 
of. 

But  you  do  not  flop  at  fufpicions.  You  feem  to 
have  forefeen  that  your  readers  would  require  fome- 
thing  more  than  mere  furmife,  and  you  were  deter 
mined  to  furnifh  it.  When  a  man  has  once  got  into 
mifohief,  he  does  not  flick  at  trifles. — "  This  fufpi- 
"  cion/'  fay  you,  "  has  been  greatly  increafed  by 
"  the  manner  in  which  Peter's  Gazette  has  been  con- 
"  ducted."  Now,  who,  upon  reading  this,  would 
not  imagine,  that  my  Gazette  had  difcovered  a  de 
parture  from  the  principles  which  I  had  before  pro- 
feffed ;  a  fpirit  hoftile  to  the  government  of  this 
country,  or  at  leafl  unfriendly  to  it  ?  Who  would 
imagine  that  you,  or  any  other  man  who  wifhes  to 
prelerve  the  leafl  pretenfions  to  candour,  would  have 
ventured  to  accufe  another  of  enmity  to  the  govern 
ment  upon  a  foundation  (lighter  than  this  ?  You  can 
produce  no  fuch  thing-  After  having  turned  and 
rummaged  my  poor  Gazette  over  and  over  again, 
pried  into  every  paragraph,  and  weighed  each  fingle 
expreffion,  all  you  can  collect  to  ic  increafe"  your 
lufpicion,  is,  my  "  retailing  abufe  againfl  La  Fay- 
"  ettej*  and  my  publifhing  whole  columns,  "  filled 
"  with  apologies  for  the  old  government  of  France!" 
as  if  the  fentiments  of  a  man  refpecling  La  Fayette 
and  the  French  monarchy,  formed  a  criterion  where 
by  to  eftimate  his  attachment  to  the  conftitution  and 
independence  of  the  United  States  !  Futile  indeed 
mufl  be  the  charge,  that  has  no  other  fupport  than 
fuch  roundabout  kind  of  evidence  as  this. 

I  certainly  might  pafs  over  with  iilent  contempt, 
•what,  if  flriclly  true,  goes  not  an  inch  towards  juf- 
tifying  your  malignant  infinuation;  but,  as  you  have 
been  mean  enough  to  take  fhelter  under  the  popu 
lar. 
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lar>  tlie  "  vulgar  prejudice S'  that  prevails  in  favour 
of  La  Fayette  and  again  it  monarchical  governments, 
I  fhall  take  one  flep  out  of  my  way,  in  order  to  Con 
vince  the  public,  that  I  never  fhall  decline  a  com 
bat  with  Noah  Webfler,  though  backed  with  the 
mifplaced  partiality  of  millions. 

What  you  are  pleafed  to  term  <e  retailing  ahufe 
"  againlt  La  Fayette/'  and,  in  another  place,  "  vi- 
"  Itfying  the  defenders  of  American  independence  ;" 
all  this  put  together,  is,  the  publifhing  of  a  fpeech 
of  Mr.  Burke,  on  the  motion  brought  forward  in  the 
Britifh.  Parliament,  for  the  purpoie  of  prevailing  on 
the  King  to  intercede  for  La  Fayette's  releaie.  This 
fpeech  was  publifhed  in  my  Gazette  of  the  7th 
March  ;  and,  fo  far  from  its  being  an  abufive,  vili 
fying  harangue,  though  it  is  one  of  thofe  pieces  of 
oratory  that  will  for  ages  be  an  ornament  to  the  pro 
ceedings  of  the  Britifh  Commons,  it  is  not  more  re 
markable  for  its  eloquence  than  for  its  t-ruth. 

You,  indeed,  tell  us,  that  La  Fayette*s  being 
<•  in  fault,  is  doubtful  or  not  admitted :" — and  in  this 
fhort  fentence  you  have  given  a  more  complete  fpe- 
cimeri  of  the  equivoque,  than  is  to  be  found  in  Boi- 
leau's  famous  poem  on  the  fubjecl.  In  the  firft  place, 
we  know  not  whether  you  exprefs  the  opinion  of 
others,  or  your  own  :  next,  if  you  are  underftoodas 
expreffing  your  own  opinion,  you  declare  the  quef- 
tion  doubtful,  you  do  not  admit  the  fault,  and  yet 
you  do  not  venture  to  declare  your  friend  innocent : 
laflly,  fhould  fome  warm  partifan,  whether  Royalift 
or  Republican,  call  you  to  account  for  hefitating  on 
the  fubject,  ftill  you  have  a  fhift  left;  for  you  do 
not  fay,  or  even  hint,  whether  it  be  La  Fayette's 
crimes  againft  the  King,  or  thofe  againft  the  Atfein- 
bly,  that  you  doubt  of. — It  was  in  the  wars,  I  pre- 
fume,  that  you  learnt  this  precaution,  of  always  le 
cturing  a  Ikfe  retreat. 

To  one  who  fo  carefully  difguifes  his  fentiments, 

it 
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it  is  next  to  impoffible  to  make  a  fatisfaclory  reply : 
however,  fuppoling  you  to  doubt  of  La  Fayette's 
fault  with  reipect  to  bis  ibvereign,  I  would  afk  you, 
where  you  have  lived  forthefe  ten  years  lad  paft  ? 
To  hear  you  frart  doubts  on  this  fubject,  on'e  would 
imagine  you  had  dwelt  in  a  dormitory  or  a  hermit 
age  ;  that  you  had  been  abforbed  in  heavenly  me 
ditation  ;  that  your  vefTel  (as  the  Puritans  call  it) 
had  been  a  refervoir  of  godlinefs,  in  place  of  being 
what,  alas  !  it  is5  a  mere  channel  for  news. 

To  enter  into  a  minute  examination  of  La  Fayette's 
conduct,  during  his  fhort-livcd  career  in  the  French 
revolution,  would  be  giving  an  importance  to  his 
character  which  it  does  not  deferve.  It  is  true  that 
he  always  was  an  underworker,  like  many-others; 
and  therefore  is  not  to  be  reckoned  among  the  mif- 

cD 

creant  Mirabeaus,  Condorcets,  &c.  whole  puppet  he 
was  ;  but  he  neverthelefs  comes  in  for  a  considerable 
fhare  of  that  cenfure  which  is  due  to  a  combination 
of  ambitious  men,  determined  to  build  their  own 
fame  and  greatnefs  on  the  ruins  of  a  mighty  empire, 
without  remorfe  for  the  miferics  it  mull  produce. 
One  fa  dr.,  when  the  merits  of  La  Fayette  are  to  be 
tried,  ought  never  to  be  forgotten  ;  it  was  his  revo 
lutionary  brain  that  conceived  the  French  Rights  of 
Man,  of  which  no  more  may  be  faid  than  that  they 
are  the  very  texts  from  which  Tom  Paine  has  ever 
lincebeen  preaching  the  duty  of  holy  infurre&ion. 

I  would  willingly  believe  that  gratitude  for  thefer- 
vices  which  La  Fayette  rendered  America,  has  now 
called  forth  your  companion  for  his  fufrerings,  and 
your  refentment  again  It  my  paper,  or  rather  againfl 
me.  I  would  willingly  trace  your  aiperity  back  to 
this  amiable  fource  ;  but  your  pall  conduct  tells  me 
that  I  fhould  attempt  it  in  vain.  How  came  you  to 
be  grateful  to  La  Fayette  alone  ?  Has  no  other  friend 
to  the  American  revolution  lain  on  the  damp  floor 
of  a  dungeon  ?  Never  did  you  (with  fhame  be  it 
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fpoken,  Webfter),  never  did  you  utter  a  word  of 
co'iipaffion  for  the  unfortunate,  friendlefs  Louis 
XVI.  .vlien  this  fame  La  Fayette  was  leading  him  in 
triumph  from  prifon  to  prifon.  Never  did  you  talk 
of  cruel  treatment,  when  the  Queen  of  France  was 
dragged  in  flow  proceflion  to  Paris,  while  the  myr- 
midciis  ot  this  fame  La  Fayette  carried  the  ghaitly 
head-  of  her  murdered  guards  before  her.  No;  you 
rejoiced  at  all  this  ;  and  yet,  I  believe,  no  one  will 
have  the  impudence  to  pretend,  that  La  Fayette's 
fervices  to  this  country  were  a  millionth  partib  great 
as  thofe  of  poor  Louis  and  his  confort.  Nay,  you 
faw  the  head  of  this  fallen  prince  roll  from  the  fcaf- 
fold  ;  you  law  his  family  cut  off,  one  by  one  ;  you 
faw  his  innocent  child  lingering  in  a  dungeon,  robbed 
of  Heep,  terrified  four  times  an  hour  with  orders  to 
prepare  for  death,  and  at  lafl  you  faw  his  bloated 
and  livid  corpfe  ftretched  in  a  dung-cart. — On  all  this 
you  looked  with  a  philofophic  eye.  Not  a  tear  ef- 
caped  you  ;  not  a  groan,  not  a  figh  was  heard  from 
the  tender-hearted  Minerva,  who  now  tells  us  that 
"  La  Fayette 's  fufferings  call  for  the  jyffipathy  of  all 
"  mankind" 

No,  Sir;  nor  did  you  ever  feel  any  thing  worthy  the 
name  of  companion  for  La  Fayette  himfelf,  or  you 
would  have  exprefled  your  abhorrence  of  the  cruel 
and  favage  meafures  adopted  again  ft  him  and  his 
family  by  the  pretended  republicans  of  France. 
That  was  the  time  for  your  gratitude  and  friendiliip 
to  have  fhown  itfelf.  You,  who  "  once  voluntarily 
"  bore  arms  to  defend  independence,  and  who  now 
"  with  determined  zeal  and  firmnefs  openly  de- 
"  clares  war  again  ft  the  man  who  dares  vilify  the 
"  defenders  of  it,"  among  whom  you  count  La 
Fayette  ;  you,  Sir,  fhould  have  flood  forth  againfl  the 
then  popular  Convention,  who  had  fixed  a  price  on 
the  head  of  your  friend ;  who  had  by  law  authorized 
the  citizens  to  fhoot  him,  or  knock  his  brains  out, 

like 
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like  a  dog ;  nay,  had  impofed  it  on  them  as  a  duty. 
Then  was  the  time  for  the  Hue-eyed  w«3/V/tografp  her 
javelin,  and  fhelter  the  injured  hero  beneath  her 
ample  fhield.  As  fhe  neglecled  to  do  this,  as  fhe 
Ihrank  from  the  encounter  with  popular  fury,  as  fhe 
tamely  yielded  to  the  vulgar  prejudice  that  then  pre 
vailed  in  favour  of  every  act  of  the  mock  legiflators 
of  France,  however  cruel  and  infamous,  ihe  will 
now  receive  but  little  applaufe  from  men  of  fenfe, 
for  her  cenfure  of  the  Emperor  of  Germany,  whofe 
title  alone,  fhe  well  knows,  will,  with  the  grofs  of 
lier  readers.,  be  a  fufficient  apology  for  any  departure 
from  decency  and  truth. 

No,  Sir ;  it  is  too  clear  that  a  delire  to  ingratiate 
yourfelf  with  the  deceived  part  of  the  public,  together 
with  that  of  injuring  me,  led  you  to  bring  forward 
the  ftalking-horfe  La  Fayette,  and  not  any  friend- 
ihip,  gratitude,  or  compaflion,  that  you  entertained 
for  him.  This  your  manner  of  proceeding  incon- 
teftably  proves.  Firft,  you  pretend  to  fufpedl  my 
enmity  to  the  independence  of  America  ;  then  you 
artfully  produce  my  publication  of  Mr.  Burke' s  cen 
fure  of  La  Fayette,  as  a  proof  of  that  enmity,  leaving 
your  readers  to  draw  the  natural  conclusion,  that  I 
had  "  retailed  abufe"  againft  him  merely  for  his 
having  fought  in  the  caufe  of  independence. — Never 
did  envy  and  revenge  fuggeft  a  bafer  infinuation, 
or  one,  the  falfehood  of  which  it  was  more  eafy  to 
detect. 

If  I  bear  malice  againft  La  Fayette,  if  I  have 
publifhed  a  cenfure  on  him,  if  I  have  "  retailed 
(ibufe  againft  him,"  as  you  are  pleafed  to  call  it,  on 
account  of  his  having  fcrved  here  during  the  revo 
lutionary  war  ;  pray  does  it  not  follow  that  I  mull 
bear  the  fame  malice,  and  feel  the  fame  inclination  to 
cenfure  every  one  who  aided  the  caufe  of  inde 
pendence  ?  If  fuch  be  the  motive  from  which  I  acl, 
I  certainly  could  look  round  among;  thofe  who  did 

more 


MARCH,  1797.  157 

more  injury  to  the  caufe  of  Great  Britain  in  one  day, 
nay,  in  one  minute,  than  La  Fayette  did  during  the 
war,  or  could  have  done  in  his  whole  lifetime.  I 
call  on  you  then,  to  lay  whether  I  have  ever,  direct 
ly  or  indirectly,  difcovered  an  inclination  to  defame 
any  man,  merely  becaufe  he  was  iniirumental  in 
eflablifhing  the  independence  of  this  country.  Have 
I  ever  attempted  to  afperfe,  have  I  ever  hinted  any 
thing  to  the  difhonour  of  Mr.  Jay,  Mr.  Adams,  or 
General  Wafhington  ?  Thefe  gentlemen,  the  moft 
eminent  actors  on  the  great  drama  of  the  revolution, 
have  all  been  attacked,  flandered,  and  abufed,  by 
thofe  who  are  among  the  eulogifts  of  La  Fayette ; 
and  I  leave  the  public  to  determine  who  has  fhown 
the  moft  diligence,  zeal,  and  courage  in  defence  of 
their  characters,  Peter  Porcupine  or  Noali  Webjier. 

In  purfuance  of  the  fame  view  it  was  that  you 
chofe  to  comment  on  my  having  publifhed  "  an 
*'  apology  for  the  old  government  of  France,5'  which 
you  afTert  to  be  "  as  corrupt  a  fyftem  of  defpotifm  as 
"  Europe  ever  witnefled." 

To  call  the  old  government  of  France,  which  all 
the  civilians  have  reckoned  among  the  limited  mo- 
nar clues  \  to  call  this  government  a  defpottfmy  argues 
a  mind  ilrongly  tinctured  with  the  principles  of  li 
berty  and  equality  ;  but  to  fay  that  it  was  as  corrupt 
a  fyltem  of  defpotifm  as  Europe  ever  Jaw,  puts  you, 
upon  a  level  with  the  flanderous  haranguers  of  the 
fuburbs  of  St.  Antpine  and  St.  Marceau.  He  that 
can  call  the  monarchical  government  of  France  the 
worfl  of  defpotifms,  would  make  little  fcruple  to  imi 
tate  the  venerable  Pere  Du  Chene,  in  branding  St. 
Louis,  Henry  IV.  and  Louis  XVI.  with  the  name 
of  tyrants. 

You  do,  however,  allow  that  there  is  one  fpecies  of 
government  flill  worfe  than  that  of  the  French  mo 
narchy  ;  and  here  your  confiftency  is  well  worth  at 
tention.  Fiiit,  the  old  government  is  as  lad  a  one  as 

Europe 
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Europe  ever  faw  ;  then  the  Jae  hin  ^rjment  if 

ruorfe.     This  is  not  amifs  ;   but  you  d  •  \  u-  off 

fo.  After  having  thus  acknowledged  that  the  jaco 
bin  government  is  worfe  than  theworft,  you  h-iv^the 
confcience  to  quarrel  with  me,  to  wage  eternal  war 
with  me,  for  ceniuring  one  of  the  principal  founders 
of  this  very  Jacobin  government  !  You  had  forgot, 
or  you  never  knew,  the  hiftory  of  the  firft  years  of 
the  French  revolution.  Yon  contemplate  your 
friend  in  the  dungeon  of  Olmutz  only  ;  you  do  not 
look  hack,  and  behold  him  in  the  tribune  of  the 
Jacobin  club  at  Paris.  La  Fayette  was  one  of  the 
very  fird  that  took  the  name  of  Jacobin  :  he  was  a 
founder  of  the  feel,  and  continued  to  be  a  member 
of  it  till  July,  1792.  Even  then  he  did  not  withdraw 
himfelf,  but  was  expelled. 

"  The  old  government,"  fay  you,  "  was  not  fo 
bad  as  the  Jacobin  government,  it  is  true  ;  but  there 
ivS  a  government  different  from  both,  which  La 
Fayette  fought,  and  which  the  people  of  this  country 
will  rejoice  to  fee  introduced  ;  that  is,  a  free  govern- 
ment" — Now,  Sir  ;  what  do  you  mean  by  a  govern 
ment  that  L&  Fayette  fought  ?  To  hear  you,  one 
would  imagine,  that  he  had  been  foiled  in  tome  pre 
cious  project  for  the  good  of  his  country  ;  that  his 
councils  bad  been  rejected,  and  himfelf  perfecuted  on 
account  of  his  probity  and  wifdorn  ;  whereas  the 
very  reverie  of  all  this  was  the  cafe.  His  projects 
fuccerded  to  the  utmoft  of  his  wifhes.  The  famous 
rights  of  man,  of  which  he  was^the  propofer,  became 
a  fundamental  law,  was  functioned  and  fworn  to  by 
the  whole  nation.  The  contlitution,  grounded  on 
thofe  rights,  he  faw  completed,  and.  he  retired  from 
the  legiflative  fcene  well  pleated  with  the  work. 
In  fhort,  the  government  }\z  fought  he  obtained,  and  a 
mod  flupid,  bafe,  and  cruel  government  it  was ;  a 
government  that  acknowledged  the  horrid  act  of  in- 
iurrection  to  be  a  iacred  duty,  and  that,  in  its  prac 
tice, 
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tice,  made  a  beginning  in  that  career  of  facrilcge, 
plunder,  and  affaffi nation,  which  has  been  fo  unre 
mittingly  purfued  by  fucceeding  and  more  fuccefsful 
ufurpers.  And  this  is  what  you  call  a  free  govern- 
ment — one  that  the  people  of  America  will  be  glad  to 
lee  eftablifhed  in  France  !  If  the  people  of  America 
are  filly  or  wicked  enough  to  entertain  any  fuch 
wiih,  I  lincerely  hope  it  may  not  be  accomplifhed. 
The  government  they  have  now  in  France,  is  cer 
tainly  a  mod  abominable  defpotimi,  but  it  is  not  fo 
deftrucYive  either  in  principle  or  practice,  as  that 
which  La  Fayette  fought'  and  affifted  to  form. 

What  involves  you  in  thefe  inconliftencies  and 
contradictions  is  evident  enough :  you  were  a  long 
time  a  very  great  admirer  of  the  French  revolution. 
I  will  not  fay  that  I  could  makejKOft  blufh,  but  I  am 
certain  I  could  make  your  friends  bluih,  by  a  quota 
tion  from  your  paper  in  approbation  of  Tom  Paine' s 
Rights  of  Man,  the  manual  of  Jacobinifm.  Exactly 
how  far  you  went  hand  in  hand  with  the  revolution- 
ifts,  I  know  not ;  rior  do  I  believe  that  you  yourfelf 
know.  You  are  in  the  predicament  of  a  great  many 
others,  who.,  when  they  are  afked  what  they  ap 
proved  and  what  they  did  not  approve,  anfwer,  that 
they  went  as  far  as  La  Fayette,  but  no  farther >  and 
God  knows  that  was  far  enough, 

You.  and  all  thofe  who  thus  pinned  their  political 
faith  on  the  fleeve  of  this  unfledged  ftatefman, 
would  ftill  have  been  revolutioniits  in  the  fulleft 
fenfe  of  the  term,  had  not  the  ufurpers  been  prepar 
ing  to  extend  their  fraternal  grafp  to  this  government 
and  country.  Till  then  you  carefully  avoided  fay 
ing  a  word  againtl  them :  all  their  rnoft  atrocious 
deeds  were  fmoothed  over;  their  plundering  de 
crees,  their  invitations  to  rebellion,  were  all  right, 
till  they  caft  their  looks  this  way — then  your  eyes 
were  opened  at  once:  like  Bailly  and  La  Fayette, 

you 
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you  adored  the  holy  right  of  infurre6tion5  till  it  be 
gan  to  operate  againft  yourielves. 

From  this  digreflion,  which  your  draggling  from 
your  fubject  invited,  I  return  to  examine  more 
clofely  the  accufation  of  having  publifhed  "an  apo- 
"  logy  lor  the  old  government  of  France."  This 
apology  is  contained  in  certain  extradts  from  Gif- 
ford's  Anfvver  to  Lord  Lauderdale's  Letters  to  the 
Peers  of  Scotland.  The  writer  obferves  with  great 
juftnefs,  that  "  one  of  the  moft  fuccefsful  modes  of 
exciting  Jmtiments  Javourable  to  the  French  revolution 
has  been  the  imputation  of  every  vice  creative  of 
difguft  to  the  old  government  of  France."  He  then 
notices  the  fcandalous  neglect  of  candour  and  truth, 
that  has  been  diiplayed  in  the  performance  of  this 
talk,  the  unfair  mode  of  arguing  that  has  been 
adopted,  and  the  exaggeration  and  calumny  that 
has  impoied  on  the  uninformed.  The  objecl  of  all 
this,  he  obferves,  has  been  not  only  to  juftify  the 
revolutionises  in  destroying  the  monarchy,  but  to  in 
culcate  a  belief  that  the  people,  notwithstanding 
their  prefent  mifery,  are  full  gainers  by  the  defpo- 
tifm  that  has  been  raifcd  on  its  ruins. 

To  expofe  the  fallacy  of  this  reafoning,  to  reclify 
the  rmfconceptions  of  the  weak,  and  to  detect  the 
mifreprefentations  of  the  wicked,  Mr.  Gifford  enters 
into  a  candid  examination  of  the  fubject,  during 
which  he  proves,  and  that  molt  fatisfaclorily,  that 
the  acts  of  oppreilion  imputed  to  the  French  old  go 
vernment,  were  generally,  not  to  fay  always,  exag 
gerated  ;  that  in  many  inftances  the  charges  were 
totally  unfounded,  and  even  ridiculous  ;  that,  in 
Ihort,  to  the  happinefs  of  France,  no  revolution 
\vas  necerTary ;  and,  of  conrfe,  that  this  dreadful 
fcourge  is  to  be  afcribed  to  the  ambition  and  trea 
chery  of  the  ufurping  legiflators. 

With  refpect  to  the  extradls,  in  themfelves  conli- 
i  dered, 
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dered,  the  facts  they  contain  are  of  indifputable 
authenticity ;  as  to  the  ftyle,  it  is  as  far  above  the  cri- 
ticifm  of  Noah  Webfler,  as  it  is  beyond  his  imita 
tion  ;  and  I  defy  you  to  cull  out  a  fingle  fentiment, 
from  beginning  to  end,  which,  by  the  mofl  violent 
contortion,  can  be  called  hoflile  to  true  liberty.  The 
elegant  and  convincing  writer  is  an  Englt/hman,  and 
confequently  knows  how  to  eftimate  the  bleflings  of 
freedom  full  as  well,  if  not  better  than  you.  He  is 
afcholar,  and,  which  is  more  to  the  prefent  point, 
the  author  of  a  Hiflory  of  France,  which  has  re 
ceived  the  applaufe  of  the  whole  literary  world,  and 
which  is  the  fruit  of  a  long  and  painful  refearch 
during  many  years  of  reiidence  in  that  country  :  of 
courfe  his  knowledge  (particularly  of  whatever 
relates  to  the  monarchy  of  France)  is  not  to  be  funk 
to  a  competition  with  that  of  a  man,  the  greateft 
extent  of  whofe  travels  has  been  from  Connecticut  to 
New- York,  and  the  utmoft  exertion  of  whofe  talents 
is  to  be  fought  for  in  the  compilation  of  a  fchool- 
book.  Laftly,  the  author  of  the  "  Apology  for 
"  the  old  Government  of  France"  is  a  gentle 
man,  whofe  fole  object  in  writing  muft  be  the 
attainment  of  lion  eft  tame  ;  and  who  is  not  therefore, 
like  a  diurnal  retailer  of  wifdom  and  news,  obliged 
to  vary  his  politics  to  the  more  than  female  caprice  of 
the  multitude. 

But,  to  do  you  juilice,  I  really  believe  you  porTefs 
too  much  good  fcnie  not  to  be,  in  the  prefent  in- 
ftance,  charmed  with  what  you  pretend  to  difap- 
prove  of.  Whether  you  will  be  pleafed  to  hear  your 
judgment  thus  complimented  at  the  expenfe  of  your 
fincerity,  1  neither  know  nor  care  ;  but  it  certainly 
was  me,  and  not  the  extracts  in  my  paper,  that  you 
were  angry  with,  and  that  it  was  your  object  to 
decry.  You  wifhed  to  propagate  a  belief  that  I  was 
an  enemy  to  the  independence  of  America,  and  alfo 
to  the  form  of  the  federal  government.  The  former 

VOL.  v.  M  charge, 
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charge,  which  has  already  been  refuted,  was  to  be 
looked  upon  as  proved  by  my  publifhing  Mr.  Burke' s 
cenfure  on  La  Fayette  ;  and  the  latter  by  my  pub 
lifhing,  from  Gilford,  an  Apology  for  the  old  Go 
vernment  of  France. 

The  fame  fhamt  ful  abandonment  of  candour,  the 
fame  jefuitical  fpirit  of  perverfion,  that  you  difcover 
in  your  comments  on  what  refpecls  La  Fayette,  is 
ftill  more  apparent  in  what  you  fay  of  the  apology. 
— You  tell  your  readers  that  you  fufpeel  my  enmity 
to  iheform  of  government  under  which  we  live  ;  and 
add,  that  this  iufpicion  is  increafed  by  my  publifhing 
an  Apology  for  the  old  Government  of  France.  Here 
you  flop  without  faying  that  my  intention  is  to  in 
troduce  the  latter  form  of  government  here  :  how 
ever,  left  you  fhould  be  mifunderltood,  of  which 
you  feem  to  have  been  much  afraid,  you  afterwards 
revive  the  fubjecl,  and,  addreffing  yourfelf  to  me, 
very  gravely  and  very  malicioufly  obferve,  that  my 
"popularity  is  not  to  be  maintained  by  recommending 
u  the  old  government  of  France  ;"  thereby  intimat 
ing  that  I  had  actually  propofed  the  old  government 
of  France,  which  you  call  the  word  of  defpotifms, 
as  a  fubftitute  for  the  federal  government  of  the 
United  States !  What  a  wretched  attempt  at  impofi- 
tion  !  This  may  well  be  termed,  in  your  own  flag 
language,  "  a  low  pitiful  bttfinefs* — You  belt  know 
what  frock  of  ftupidity  the  readers  of  the  Minerva 
are  bleffcd  with  ;  but  this  I  am  certain  of,  that  the 
cSumtieftand  moil  impudent  vagabond  juggler  never 
ventured  to  play  off  ib  barefaced  a  deception  to  the 
gaping  clowns  at  a  country  fair. — And  were  your 
could  you  be,  fo  completely  infatuated  as  to  hope 
that  any  man  in  his  fcnies,  any  thing  in  human 
fhape,  would  become  the  dupe  of  your  fpiteful  inii- 
nuation  ?  The  thing  is  beyond  the  compafs  of  belief : 
io  attempt  to  difprove  it  would  be  ufclefs  :  to  give 
2  it 
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it  a  formal  denial,  or  even  to  call  it  a  lie,  would  be 
doing  it  too  much  honour. 

After  having  ill  own  the  abfurdity,  the  malice  of 
your  pretended  fufpicions  with  refpect  to  my  politi 
cal  principles,  you  will  permit  me  to  afk  you  once 
more,  why  thole  fufpicions  were  never  awakened 
till  lately  ? — Many  of  the  men  who  fought  for  Ame 
rican  independence  have  been  treated,  in  my  writ 
ings,  with  much  lefs  mercy  than  Mr.  Burke's  fpeech 
treats  La  Fayette.  Nay,  I  have  never  fpared  La 
Fayette  himfelf,  when  I  have  had  occasion  to  fpeak 
of  him  (and  that  has  been  very  often),  either  indi 
vidually,  or  as  a  member  of  the  conftitution-making 
Affembly.  And,  as  to  the  old  government  of 
France,  I  have  often  parTed  higher  commendations 
on  it  than  Mr.  Gifford  does  in  the  extracts  you  com 
plain  of.  To  be  fure,  I  never  recommended  it  to  the 
people  of  America,  as  you  lillily  iniinuate  I  have 
done  in  publishing  thofe  extrads  ;  but  I  have  ven 
tured  "  to  predict,  that,  fooner  or  later,  the  French 
44  will  return  to  that  form  of  government  under 
"..which  they  were  happy,  and  under  which  alone 
"  they  can  ever  be  fo  again  ;"  and  this  I  did  in  my 
Life  and  Adventures* — How  came  thefe  things  to 
efcape  your  awful  cenfurc  fo  long  ?  How  came  you 
never  before  to  think  it  your  duty  to  reprelent  them 
as  an  indication  of  my  enmity  to  the  government 
and  independence  of  your  country  ?  You  let  me  go 
on  uninterrupted,  pamphlet  after  pamphlet,  for 
three  whole  years ;  yea,  and  even  applauded  my 
efforts  all  the  time  ;  and  new,  at  laft,  you  find 
me  to  be  a  dangerous  fellow,  and  burtf  out  upon 
me  all  at  once,  like  thunder  from  a  fummer  cloud. 

In  vain  would  you  make  me  believe  that  any  real 
fufpicion,  that  any  apprehenlion  of  my  infincerity, 
has  caufed  this  change  in  your  conduct  towards  riie. 
It  is  poffible,  indeed,  and  barely  pofiible,  that  your 
vanity  has  been  unable  to  fupport  the  charge  of 

M.  2  vulgar 
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'vulgar  prejudice,  and  has  flimulated  you  to  this  un- 
rn a nly  mode  of  revenge.  But,  are  you  fure,  Web- 
fter,  that  envy,  curfed  envy,  has  had  nothing  to  do 
in  the  u  low  pitiful  bufinefs  ?"  Are  you  fure  that  the 
hundred  and  fifty  of  Porcupine  s  Gazettes^  daily  fent 
to  your  city,  together  with  thole  which  may  proba 
bly  have  fupplanted  yours  round  your  neighbour 
hood,  through  New-England,  and  the  Jerfeys ;  con- 
fult  your  heart,  and  tell  me  if  you  are  fure  that  it  is 
not  the  fpread  of  thefe  innocent  papers,  and  not  any 
thing  which  they  contain,  that  has  roufed  your  le 
thargic  patriot  imi. 

It  is  ever  painful  to  be  obliged  to  think  ill,  and 
much  more  fo  to  fpeak  ill,  of  thofe  that  we  have 
been  accuftomed  to  efteem,  and  I  Ihould  hardly 
bring  myfelf  to  impute  your  enmity  to  fo  dilhonour- 
able  a  caufe,  were  I  not  well  allured  that  the  impu 
tation  is  juil. 

Unfortunately  for  your  reputation,  it  fo  happens, 
that  you  pofTefs  a  more  fatisfac~tory  proof  of  my  at 
tachment  to  the  government,  than  perhaps  any  other 
man  in  the  country  does.  The  letter  which  I  wrote 
you  when  I  requefted  you  to  publifh  the  propofals 
for  my  Gazette  (a  letter  written  in  the  fulleil  confi 
dence),  mufl  have  convinced  any  man,  of  a  mind 
not  endued  with  the  quality  of  turning  its  nutri 
ment  to  poifon,  that  the  American  government  had 
not  a  more  lincere,  more  zealous,  or  more  devoted 
friend  than  I.  This  letter,  whatever  reluctance 
I  might  on  any  other  occaiion  feel,  to  fuffer  its  ap 
pearance  in  print,  I  now  call  on  you  to  publifh  in 
your  paper  ;  and,  if  you  have  one  iingle  grain  of 
candour  or  juflice  left,  you  will  not  hefitate  to  com 
ply  with  my  requeft. 

Here  I  Ihould  clofe ;  but  there  are  two  or  three 
paifages  more  in  your  Addrefs,   which  fo  ftrongly 
invite  attention,  that  your  vanity  might,  perhaps, 
take  the  alarm  again  were  they  to  pafs  totally  un 
noticed  ; 
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noticed  ;  and  after  having  tailed  fo  fevercly  of  the 
effects  of  your  wrath,  it  is  not  to  be  wondered  at 
if  I  feel  no  inclination  to  hrave  it  a  fecond  time. 

You  are  ib  good  as  to  inform  me,  "  that  you 
cc  once  voluntarily  bore  arms  to  defend  independ- 
(t  ence  :  that  in  purfuance  of  the  fame  principles 
"  you  firft  propoied  publicly  the  plan  of  a  National 
"  Conflitution  ;  that,  perfevering  in  the  fame  prin- 
"  ciples,  «you  affailed  the  monitor  faflion,  the  mo- 
"  ment  it  appeared  in  the  infidious  form  of  popular 
€f  clubs  ;  and  that,  from  that  moment  to  this  prelent 
"  writing,  you  have  never  ceafed  to  expofe  the  ar- 
"  tifices  of  the  French  agents  to  lay  this  country 
"  at  the  feet  of  France." 

How  all  this  got  into  a  letter  written  about  an 
Englifh  flag  I  cannot  for  my  foul  conceive.  How 
ever,  it  is  news,  and  as  fuch  I  am,  in  common  with 
the  reft  of  the  trade,  obliged  to  you  for  it. 

I  have  read  the  hiftory  of  the  American  war  over 
and  over  again,  but  I  do  not  recollect  ever  having 
feen  the  name  of  Noah  Welfter  in  it.  That  you 
were  not  very  famous  is  therefore  certain,  and  it  is 
more  than  probable  that  you  were  looked  upon  as 
mere  food  for  powder,  a  iituation  that,  whatever 
might  be  the  caufe  you  were  made  ufe  of  in,  is  no 
thing  at  all  to  boaft  of. 

Your  being  the  "  firft  who  publicly  propofed  a 
cc  National  Conftitution,"  is  a  curious  anecdote 
enough  ;  and  I  cannot  fay  but  I  am  glad  it  is  come 
to  light,  as  it  will  tend  to  quafh,  or  at  lead  to  mo 
derate,  the  exorbitant  preteniions  of  that  uncon- 
fcionable  dog  Tom  Paine,  who  puts  in  an  abfolute 
claim  to  the  whole  credit  of  the  invention.  Tom 
does,  indeed,  confefs,  that  he  was  anticipated  by 
one  writer  on  the  fubjecl,  who  iniifted,  that  thirteen 
Jiaves  without  a  hoop  would  never  wake  a  barrel ;  and 
if  you  can  make  it  out,  as  I  have  not  the  leaft 
doubt  you  can,  that  you  were  the  real  legitimate 
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author  of  this  fhrewd  and  learned  obfervation,  Tom 
mult  give  way  to  you,  or,  at  leaft,  you  muft  be 
permitted  to  come  in  with  him  for  a  fhare  of  the 
honour. 

Thus,  you  fee,  I  do  not  difpute  your  pretenfions 
to  military  or  conftitution-making  fame  :  but  as  to 
vour  boldnefs  in  alTailing  «  the  monfler  FACTION;" 

J  O 

as  to  your  "  perfeverance  and  fuecefs  in  expofing 
"  the  artifices  of  the  French;"  thefe  I  d^  difpute, 
and  not  only  difpute,  but  politively  deny.  You 
have,  indeed,  as  far  as  you  have  found  it  prudent 
to  go,  latterly  efpoufed  the  canfe  of  order,  and 
confequently  that  of  the  government  ;  but,  to  do 
this  with  effect,  you  fhould  have  begun  long  enough 
before  you  did,  and  iliould  have  aflumed  a  tone 
that  never  has  been  heard  from  the  Minerva.  At 
iirfl  you  were  a  warm  partifan  of  infurrecTHon  ;  you 
were  among  the  abufers,  the  calumniators  ot  Burke, 
and  the  eulogifts  of  Paine.  At  this  epocha  you 
were  bold,  becaufe  you  acled  with  the  crowd. 
When  Gei jet's  infolcnce  awakened  the  fuipicions  of 
the  people  here,  then  you  began  to  veer,  to  fhuffie, 
and  to  trim  ;  and  from  that  time  to  the  prcfent  mo- 
nient,  you  have  been  playing  that  double-handed 
game,  which,  however  profitable  you  may  contrive 
to  make  it,  entitles  you  to  the  character  of  a  Vicar 
of  Bray.  If  my  worthy  patron,  Bradford,  is  to  be 
believed,  your  old  friend  and  partner  in  the  language, 
trade,  Do'clor  Franklin,  was  fix  weeks  in  Congrefs 
before  any  one  could  divine  whether  he  was  a  Whig 
or  Tory ;  and  I  have  frequently  been  at  a  lofs  to 
guefs,  fuch  a  compound  is  your  politics,  whether  I 
ought  to  clafs  you  among  the  Federalifts  or  Demo 
crats.  If  thefe  words  have  any  meaning,  as  applied 
to  you,  you  are  a  Democrat  in  principle,  and  a  Fe 
deral]  ft  for  convenience. 

Not  content  with  a  malignant  mifreprefentation 
of  rny  motives,  and  the  meaning  of  my  words,  you 

muft 
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mutt  infult  me  with  your  advice.  You  tell  me,  that 
I  do  not  proceed  in  the  right  way  to  prefervc  my 
popularity^  and  caution  me  again  (I  publifhing  what 
is  "  direfpeftful  to  the  opinions  of  Americans  ;"  and 
thus  you  difcover  a  fervility  of  mind  that  would  be 
difgraceful  even  in  a  mendicant.  When  you  form 
a  judgment  of  me,  Mafler  Webfler,  and  of  what 
is  likely  to  produce  a  change  in  my  conduct,  be  Ib 
good  as  not  to  confult  your  own  heart,  for  it  will 
affu  redly  deceive  you.  Popularity  may  be  your 
God,  as  indeed  it  evidently  is  ;  Ib  is  it  not  mine. 
Small  is  the  facrifice  that  I  would  make  at  its  fhrine. 
A  volume  of  the  befl  of  praife  is  not,  with  me, 
worth  its  weight  in  bread  and  cheefe^:  and  as  to 
the  flupid  plaudits  of  a  partial  and  prejudiced  throng, 
I  fhould  think  that  they  covered  me  with  infamy  in- 
ftead  of  honour. 

According  to  your  notions  of  the  liberty  of  the 
prefs,  a  man  mufl  not  publifh  a  word  againfl  La 
Fayette,  though  it  be  extracted  from  fome:  other 
writer ;  becaufe,  forfooth,  "  it  is  extremely  difre- 
"  fpeflful  to  the  opinions  of  Americans  !"  In  other 
words,  nothing  mufl  appear  in  a  newfpaper  that 
does  not  perfectly  chime  in  with  the  prevalent  pre 
judice,  however  prepofterous  that  prejudice  may  be, 
or  however  dangerous  its  tendency;  and  thus  the 
prefs,  in  place  of  a  cenfor,  is  to  be  a  parafite  to  the 
public  ;  inflead  of  being  a  terror  to  evil-doers,  it  is 
to  be  the  pander  of  folly  and  of  vice. 

That  this  has,  for  a  long  time,  been  the  character 
of  the  American  prefs,  as  far  as  relates  to  newipapers, 
is  but  too  true.  Every  one  feems  to  have  been  upon 
the  watch  to  find  out  the  humour  of  the  public,  and 
to  accommodate  his  fentiments,  and  even  his  news, 
accordingly  :  hence  it  is  that  we  have  feen  hundreds 
of  culogiums  upon  Robefpierre  and  Marat,  and  have 
been  ferioufly  told  that  the  French  gained  a  victory 
over  Lord  Howe  on  the  ill  of  June,  1794.  The 
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motto  of  our  Philadelphia  Gazette,  "  the  Public  Will 
"  our  Guide"  would  fuit  the  whole  of  you,  with  a 
very  few  exceptions.  The  people  are  not  told  what  is 
their  interefl,  but  what  it  is  their  wifh,  or  rather  the 
wifh  of  the  multitude,  to  hear.  If  any  one  dares  to 
fpeak  what  he  thinks,  to  publifh  what  he  conceives 
to  be  ufeful,  if  it  happens  to  be  contrary  to  the  vul 
gar  prejudice,  he  is  told  that  he  is  difrefpeffful  to  the 
opinions  of  Americans. 

According  to  the  cant  of  the  day,  the  people  of  a 
iiate  not  governed  by  a  monarch,  is  called  the  Sove 
reign.  For  my  part,  I  never  hear  talk  of  ^fovereign 
people,  of  a  fociety,  every  individual  of  which  is  lia 
ble  to  the  grafp  of  a  catchpole ;  I  never  do  or  can 
hear  talk  of  fuch  a  Sovereign  without  laughing.  But, 
as  fuch  you  look  upon  the  people  :  well  then,  to  have 
an  idea  of  your  own  fervility,  tell  me  what  you 
would  fay  of  a  news-printer  in  England,  who  fhould 
cenfure  another  for  publifhing  fentiments  extremely 
tfifrefpeflful  to  the  opinions  of  the  King  $  Would  you 
not  call  him  a  Have,  a  poor  rampant  fpaniel-like 
fycophant  ?  And  where  is  the  difference,  I  would 
be  glad  to  know,  between  crawling  to  a  fovereign 
with  one  head,  and  a  fovereign  with  many  ? — No, 
Webfter,  your  inlinuations  that  I  treat  the  people 
of  America,  or  rather  their  opinions,  with  difrefptft, 
will  never  deter  me  from  following  the  bent  of  my 
own  inclination.  In  my  publications  I  hope  I 
fhall  always  be  guided  by  truth  :  how  few  I  may 
pleafe,  or  how  many  I  may  difpleafe,  is  to  me  a 
matter  of  very  little  moment.  I  entertain,  I  trufr, 
a  due  refpecl  for  the  real  people  of  this  country,  and 
a  grateful  fenfe  of  the  liberal  encouragement  I  have 
received  from  them ;  but  neither  this  refpe61  nor 
this  gratitude  will  ever  lead  me  fo  far  as  to  flatter 
what  I  look  upon  as  a  foible  or  a  prejudice.  I  have 
no  pretenfions  to  patriotifm  ;  and  as  to  difmterejlednefs, 
it  is  nonfenfe  to  talk  of  it ;  but  though  gain  be  one 

principal 
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principal  object  of  my  labours,  I  fcorn  to  ptirfue  it 
by  the  bafe  means  of  trimming  and  truckling.  No, 
Webfter,  the  public  will  is  not  my  guide  ;  when 
my  readers  become  fo  unreafonable  as  to  require  a 
fupprefllon  of  every  fentiment  that  does  not  accord 
with  their  own,  I  will  quit  the  trade  of  a  newf- 
monger,  hire  a  garret,  write  Carmagnole  ballads 
for  the  diveriion  of  the  fovereign  people^  and  elegies 
on  the  departed  liberty  of  the  prefs. 

You  conclude  by  declaring  your  refolution  to  an 
noy  me  "  by  all  thofe  decent  and  legal  means  that 
"  diftinguifh  fat  gentleman  a&&  the  citizen."  This 
I  highly  approve  of,  and  on  my  part  I  folemnly 
promife  to  oppofe  your  annoyance  by  all  thofe  de 
cent  and  legal  means  that  diitinguifh  the  Porcupine  ; 
that  is,  by  pricking  you  every  where,  and  in  every 
way  that  I  can  come  at  you.  After  this  candid  de 
claration,  you  will  undoubtedly  look  upon  me  as 
Your  moil  humble 

and  obedient  Servant, 

P.  P. 

MONDAY,  27th  MARCH. 
Statement  of  the  Diftrilmtion    of  the  Eritljh   Naval 

Force,    to    317?    December,    1797,  exclujive   of  the 

hired  armed  Vejfels,  which  are  chiefly  employed  m 

f  rot  eel  ing  the  coajl'mg  Trade  of  Great  Brit  am. 

Line    $o's     Fri.       Sps.     Tot. 

In  port  and  fitting  "  33  4  40  bb  163 
Guard -fhips,  hofpital- 

jfhips,  and  prifon-fhips 

at  the  feveral  ports      -131          3         p        17 
In  the  Englifh  and  Irifll 

channels  -     23     3        32       34       92 

In  the  Downs  and  North 

feas  9     i        ii        14       35 

Carried  forward     78     9       86     134     207 

Brought 
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Line  50*3  Fri.      Sps.     To?, 

Brought  forward     78  9  86     134     207 

At  the  Weft  India  iflands 

and  on  the  paflage    -152  29       20       66 

At  Jamaica                              3  i  4         5       13 

In  America  and  at  New 
foundland                             i  i  9         5       1 6 

Eaft  Indies  and  on  the 

paflage     -                          8  4  17         8       37 

Coail  of  Africa     -      j^—       o  o  i          i          ^ 

Gibraltar  and  Mediterra 
nean         -                .,.*     19  i  34       ii       65 


Total  in  commiffion  124  1 8  180  184  506 

Receiving  fhips  -  9  i  4  o  14 
Serviceable  and  repairing 

for  fervice  60  3  i  10 

In  ordinary  -  -114  23  56  94 

Building  -  -  22  3  9  o  30 

Total         172  26     219     241     658 
State  of  the  Ordinary  at  each  Port. 

Portfmouth  -         -142  13  21  50 

Plymouth     -  9     i  .  7  9  26 

Chatham      -  6     2         2  i  ii 

Sheernefs      -  o     o         4  .  6  10 

River  o     o         4  17  21 

Total     29     5       30       54     118 

Look  at  this  and  weep,  Sans-culottes  !  Here  is 
thunder  enough  to  fend  you  all  to  the  fhades,  in  the 
courfe  of  this  very  war. — Let  Mr.  Bache  now  Hand 
forth  with  his  French  navy,  and  dare  us  to  a  com- 
parifon,  as  he  did  in  1793. 

Wileockss  Contraft  between  the  Conduft  of  the  Ame 
rican  Government  av.d  that  of  France. — "  At  the  com 
mencement 
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nicncement  of  the  French  revolution,  and  uni 
formly  from  thence  toalmoft  the  prefent  period,  the 
people  of  America,  however  difti n guifhed  by  party, 
exulted  at  the  profpecl  of  the  emancipation  of  mil 
lions  of  men  from  the  Calling  yoke  of  flavery,  and 
manifesting  by  civic  fcatls,  the  ringing  of  bells,  and 
the  found  of  cannon — their  rapturous  joy  at  the 
victories  of  the  new  republicans  over  the  vaft  com 
bination  of  their  enemies. 

"  When  Citizen  Genet  arrived  at  Charlefion, 
feveral  hundred  miles  from  the  feat  of  government, 
and  excited  and  commiflioned  our  citizens  to  war 
agamft  nations  with  whom  we  were  in  a  it  ate  of 
peace,  and  for  which  the  Governor  of  South  Caro 
lina  was  bound  in  duty  by  all  the  laws  of  nations 
and  common  fenfe  to  hang  him,  without  the  forms 
of  trial,  at  the  molt  convenient  tree  ;  he  was  ne- 
verthelefs  treated  with  unbounded  hofpitality  and 
friend  (hip. 

"  After  having  a&ed  thus,  and,  in  all  his  tour 
from  Charlefton  to  Philadelphia,  having  excited  a 
fpirit  of  hoftility  and  folly  in  our  citizens — after 
having  by  fuch  conduct  infulted  and  degraded  the 
dignity  of  our  Chief  Magiftrate,  our  government, 
and  all  the  people — he  was  received  at  head-quarters 
with  a  fraternal  fqueeze,  and  affiliated  with  all  his 
treafon  into  the  very  bofom  of  the  great  and  too 
good  Wafhington.  Whereas,  had  the  juftifiable 
refentment  of  the  people  been  exercifed,  he  would 
have  been  fufpended  at  a  lamp-pott,  or  immediately 
have  been  tranfported  to  his  native  land. 

"  When  the  fame  minifter  afterwards  in  various 
ways  abufed  our  government,  and  endeavoured  by 
many  means  to  excite  a  fpirit  of  jealoufy  or  infur- 
rection  in  the  people  againfl  their  own  legitimate 
rulers,  inftead  of  being  torn  to  pieces  by  the  popu 
lace,  which  he  juftly  merited,  or  being  lent  home 
by  the  Prefident,  or  even  fufpended,  he  was  allowed 

the 
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the  plenary  exercife  of  his  diplomatic  functions,  un 
til  recalled  by  his  matters ;  receiving  no  chaftife- 
ment  but  luch  as  fell  from  the  pens  of  a  few  inde 
pendent  and  honeil  Americans. 

"  When  Mr.  Fauchet  was  fanning  the  fire  of 
civil  war  and  rebellion  in  conjunction  with  a  let  of 
villains,  whom  fome  have  the  folly  and  wickednefs 
to  clafs  among  the  patriots  of  America,  he  was 
courted  as  the  virtuous  reprefentative  of  the  imma 
culate  Republic. 

"  When  Mr.  Adet,  the  prefcnt  fufpended  minif- 
ter,  was  employing  his  agents  to  perfuade  the  peo 
ple  of  the  weftern  country  to  feparate  themfelves 
from  their  brethren  of  the  United  States,  and  form 
an  unnatural  and  treafonous  coalition  with  French 
men,  healfo  lived  unfufpecled  among  us  as  one  of 
our  brethren.  Arid  although  he  betrayed  his  cloven 
foot  by  another  infidious  attempt  to  fet  up  the  people 
againu  their  government,  he  is  fuffered  to  live  in 
quiet  amongft  us,  and  retire  with  whole  bones  to 
the  land  of  violence  and  intrigue. 

"  Whilfl  the  Britifh.  were  plundering  us,  and  the 
French  were  fwindling  us,  our  Preiident  granted  the 
latter  more  than  they  could  expert  by  treaty.  And 
like  more  than  honeft  men,  whilit  our  good  allies 
Avere  thus  cheating  us,  we  paid  them  a  million  of 
dollars  before  they  became  due. 

"  The  French  wanted  us  to  engage  in  their  war 
— we  courted  peace — for  this  at  one  time  they  flat 
tered  us,  and  at  another  time  bullied  us.  And  final 
ly,  becatife  we  made  peace  with  England,  and  they 
have  got  alt  the  money  we  owed  them,  and  at  leaft 
forty  millions  belides,  by  plundering,  they  have  boldly 
now  thrown  away  the  mafk  of  treachery  and  deceit, 
and  have  commenced  with  a  high  hand  the  moll  un 
provoked  and  cruel  hoftilitiesagainft  our  property,and 
the  lives  and  liberties  of  our  brave  defencelefs  fearnen. 

k>  For  all  thcie  infults  and  immenfe  lofles,  our  go 
vernment 
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vernmenthas  been  as  harmlefs  as  lambs — nay,  more 
harmlefs  flill,  for  they  have  not  only  proflrated 
themfelves  to  be  bit  and  torn  to  pieces  by  thefe  dogs, 
but  have  fcarcely  uttered  a  murmur  or  a  groan. 
"  Humiliating,  foul-finking  reflection  !  I  would 
forget  that  I  am  an  American  ;  I  am  afhamed  of  the 
character ;  it  once  was  honourable. 

"  Roufed,  however,  at  laft  by  the  deadly  fhafts 
directed  at  our  vitals,  our  government  was  induced 
io  fend  the  olive-branch  by  a  meffenger  of  peace, 
barely  to  afk  for  juflice,  and  require  only  a  difcuf- 
iion  of  grievances.  The  proud  and  indignant  five- 
headed  monger,  the  Directory,  more  unjufl  and  in- 
folent  than  Nero,  or  the  tyrant  of  Syracufe,  treat 
the  reprefentative  of  the  only  freemen  on  earth,  with 
contempt  and  ignominy;  afraid  to  hear  the  truth, 
and  too  villanous  to  do  juftice,  they  not  only  refufe 
to  recognize  Mr.  Pinckney,  as  ambaiTador,  but  will 
not  even  receive  from  him  a  line;  they  fubjedt  him. 
to  infult  and  imprifonment  from  the  ruffians  of 
police  ;  they  put  his  life  in  jeopardy.  Whilft  they 
are  robbing  us  on  the  high  feas,  they  refufe  to  hear 
€ven  our  complaints  ;  they  reject  the  ambaffador  of 
peace  with  the  moft  iniblent  contempt,  contrary  to 
all  ufage  of  civilized  nations,  their  own  practice  at 
this  very  moment  with  an  open  enemy,  and  every 
principle  of  common  fenfe,  juftice,  and  necefSty. 
Yet  thefe  are  our  magnanimous,  dear  friends  and 
allies  !  '  Such  then  is  the  contrail  between  Ameri- 
*  cans  and  Frenchmen  !' 

"  That  they  may  be  defeated  in  Italy,  and  upon 
the  Upper  Rhine,  and  upon  the  Lower  Rhine,  and 
^all  the  world  over,  until  they  are  duly  chaftifed  for 
their  infamous  abute  of  the  honeft  republicans  of 
America  and  Europe — for  their  unheard-of  crimes 
and  murders,  and  for  their  departure  from  the 
avowed  principles  they  fet  out  upon,  is  the  fervent 
£iope  of  W.  WILCOCKS." 
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Porcupines  Remarks  on  WtlcocJcs's  Contra/I. — Sif? 
your  Conirqft  is  certainly  a  flriking  one,  and  a  num 
ber  of  fharnefn I  facls  it  will  undoubtedly  bring  to  the 
memory  of  your  countrymen.  But,  Sir,  it  contains 
a  contradiction  or  two,  which,  from  your  warmth 
in  the  caufe  of  republicanilin,  you  feem  to  have 
overlooked,  and  on  which,  as  I  am  not  quite  fo 
warm,  I  fhall  make  a  few  remarks. 

You  fay,  and  with  great  truth,  i.  That  the  peo 
ple  of  America,  of  all  parties,  have  decidedly  and 
uniformly  efpouied  the  caufe  of  France,  and  have 
manifejied  their  joy  at  her  victories  over  her  enemies^ 
by  every  polTible  mode  of  ex prc fling  joy.  2.  You 
as  juftly  obferve,  that  Genet  cornmiffioned  your 
citizens  to  make  "war  upon  the  enemies  of  France 
(though  neutrals  to  you)  ;  that  he  did  this  uncheck 
ed  by  the  Governor  of  South  Carolina  ;  and  that, 
after  this  his  conduct  was  known,  he  was  received  at 
the  feat  of  the  general  government  with  a  fraternal 
fqueeze,  and  affiliated,  with  all  his  treafons,  into  the 
very  bofom  of  the  great  and  too  good  Vv  afhington. 
«.  You  fay  that  at  the  very  time  when  the  French 
were  fwindling  this  country,  the  Prejident  granted 
them  more  than  they  could  expeft  by  treaty.  And,  4. 
You  tell  us,  that  the  federal  government  paid  them  a 
million  of  dollars  before  they  became  due. 

Now,  Sir,  whether  all  the  treafons  of  Genet  were 
abfolutcly  affiliated  (by  which  F  prefume  you  mean 
infufed)  into  the  very  bofom  of  General  W  afhington, 
and  whether  fuch  affiliation,  or  infuiion,  proves  the 
General  to  be  a  great  and  too  good  a  man,  is  not  for 
roe  to  determine  :  neither  fhall  J  inquire  why  you 
did  not  cite  many  other  inftances  of  impolitic  and 
unjurl  partiality  towards  France  ;  but,  Sir,  you 
will  give  me  leave  to  allure  you,  that,  whether  you 
know  it  or  not,  you  have  brought  forward  four  dif- 
tin6\  adts,  each  of  which  was  a  breach  offtriffi  neutra 
lity,  and  confequently  either  of  which  would  have 

warranted 
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warranted  a  declaration  of  war  againft  America,  on 
the  part  of  Great  Britain.  There  is,  then,  a  mam- 
fell  contradiction  in  your  firfl  making  this  acknow 
ledgment,  and  then  ftigmatizing  the  felzure  of  your 
veiiels  by  the  Britifh,  by  the  word  "plundering:," 
that  feizure  being  no  more  than  a  meafure  of  pre 
caution,  which  the  conduct  of  America  impofed  on 
them. 

The  other  contradicHon  that  I  have  alluded  to, 
fhall  not  detain  us  long. — After  having  defcribed 
the  humiliation  of  America  with  an  energy  and  pre- 
cifion  peculiar  to  your  pen  ;  after  having  declared, 
that  the  people  and  government  have  gone  all 
lengths,  lawful  and  unlawful,  to  flatter  and  to  keep 
well  with  the  defpots  of  Paris  ;  after  having  averted 
that  your  government  froftrated  themfelves  to  be  bit 
and  torn  to  pieces  by  thefe  dogs,  without  uttering 
icarcely  a  murmur  or  a  groan  ;  after  having,  in 
fhort,  defcribed  your  countrymen  as  the  mo  ft 
degraded  and  abject  wretches,  you  are  fo  unreafon- 
able  as  to  complain,  that  their  envoy  has  been 
received  with  contempt  and  ignominy,  and  you  are 
fo  contradictory  as  to  call  this  envoy,  "  the  repre- 
fentative  of  the  ONLY  FREEMEN  ON  EARTH  1 " 

I  fhall  not  detain  you  to  hear  me  remark  on  the 
infrAence  of  this  alfertion,  as  applied  to  the  other 
nations  of  the  earth  ;  nor  ill  a  11  I  mortify  you  by 
laughing  at  i\\Q  freemen^  who  have  "  projlrated  them- 
felves  to  be  hit  and  torn  to  pieces,  without  a  murmur  or  a 
groan  ;"  but  fhall  take  my  leave  of  you  with  obferv- 
ing,  that  as  you  feern  to  wifh  to  fee  the  French  chaf- 
tifcd  for  their  abufe  of  "  honeft  republica?is''>  only,  you 
will  not  think  it  unnatural  if  there  fhould  be  others, 
who  vv^ih  them  chaftifed  for  quite  another  reafon. 
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TUESDAY,    28th  MARCH. 

Impartial  Newfpapers. — Thefe  are  a  fpecies  of 
publications  that  lew  people  are  filly  enough  to  be 
taken  in  by  ;  yet  it  does  fometimes  happen,  that  by 
profefling  impartiality,  and  obferving  it  for  a  Ihort 
ipace  of  time,  the  conductor,  or  conductors,  make 
fruit  to  catch  the  ftraggling  gulls.  Bradford's  paper, 
or  rather  the  affociation  paper  printed  at  Bradford's, 
fet  our  with  fuch  a  iilver  tongue,  and  fo  meek  and 
Ib  placid  a  mien,  that  you  would  have  fvvorn  the 
conductors  were  Quakers ;  not  fighting,  fwearing, 
drinking,  buckiili,  rakifh  Quakers,  fuch  as  we  fome 
times  fee  in  this  enlightened  age,  but  Quakers  of  the 
good  old  itamp,  deftitute  of  every  ornament  but  that 
of  virtue.  In  this  guife,  or  rather  difguife,  it  was 
that  the  Merchant's  Advertifer  made  its  appearance. 
It  was  to  be  perfectly  impartial,  to  fteer  clear  of. the 
virulence  of  party,  and,  indeed,  it  was  to  avoid  all 
political  difcuffion  of  whatever  nature.  No  lies,  I'll 
warrant  you,  were  to  come  out  of  its  pious  mouth  ; 
no,  nor  any  exhortations  to  domcilic  infurreclion, 
by  applauding  the  conducl.  of  the  infurgents  ^and 
traitors  of  Great  Britain  and  Ireland,  and  by  linging 
forth  the  praifes  of  the  ufurpers  of  France.  "  Is  it 
poffible  (exclaimed  the  public,  when  the  firft  paper 
appeared;,  is  it  poffible  that  any  thing  good  can 
come  out  of  Nazareth  ?  Can  thirties  bear  rofes,  or 
can  honey  drop  from  the  poifonous  upas  ?"  Had  I 
been  called  upon  to  anfwer  thefe  queltions,  I  fhould 
certainly  have  done  it  in  the  negative  ;  I  was  fully 
perfuaded  that  it  was  to  be,  in  every  fenle  of  the 
term,  a  French  paper,  and  fuch  it  has  this  day  prov 
ed  itfclf.  The  divan  of  Turkey,  it  tells  us,  is  in 
flncl  friendihip  with  the  divan  of  France  ;  the  Auf- 
trians  are  obliged  to  retire  from  the  Rhine  ;  Mantua 
niuft  furrcnder  foon,  very  foon  now  ;  the  Kings  of 

Sardinia 
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Sardinia  and  Pruffia  are  going  to  join  the  fans-cu 
lottes  ;  the  Englilh  have  not  yet  got  fafe  poflTeffion 
of  tthe  Cape  of  Good  Hope  ;  their  affairs  in  the  Eaft 
Indies  are  in  a  very  dangerous  fituation  ;  Great 
Britain  has  a  good  many  fhips  of  war,  to  be  fure;  but 
(now  let  us  hear  this  but),  "  but,  a  battle  fought, 
"  and  obflinately  difputed  by  the  brave  united  fleets, 
"  even  though  the  Britilh  fhould  be  the  victor, 
"  would  be  a  deadly  blow  to  the  fecurity  of  the 
"  Britifh  power." — There  the  fans-culotte  Hands 
expofed.  He  has  been  Gripping,  rag  by  rag,  till  at 
lafl  he  appears  in  all  his  natural  naked  deformity. 


WEDNESDAY,  29th  MARCH. 

PICTURE  OF'FRANCE 
IN  1794, 

In  a  Letter  from  a  Gentleman  in  Switzerland,  to  his 
Friend  in  America. 

Laufanne  (Switzerland),  Feb.  24th,   1794. 

MY  DEAR  SIR, 

1  AM  juil  returned  from  a  very  interefting  tour, 
and  will  employ  the  few  moments  I  remain  in  this 
place,  in  giving  you  a  ihort,  and  probably  a  very 
imperfect  iketch  of  it.  In  my  laft,  I  mentioned 
having  a  letter  from  the  Marquis  de  la  Fayette  to 
his  wife.  I  had,  without  confideration,  undertaken 
to  forward  it  to  Mr.  Morris,  our  minifter  at  Paris ; 
but  on  reflection,  I  was  ftruck  with  the  impropriety 
of  encloiing  him  a  letter  from  a  man  whole  name 
alone  was  treafon  in  France,  and  at  a  period  when 
all  letters  were  opened,  and  when  the  flighteft  and 
mod  innocent  correfpondence  with  emigrants  con 
tinually  brought  numbers  to  the  guillotine.  I  en- 
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deavoured  both  at  Lauianne  and  at  Geneva,  to  find 
fome  perfon  going  into  France,  who  would  promife 
to  deliver  it ;  but  I  ealily  perceived  there  was  no 
one  who  would  expofe  himfelf  to  fuch  a  riik.  In 
this  iltuation,  the  intereft  I  felt  for  the  character 
who  wrote  the  letter,  and  a  delire  of  feeing  France 
at  a  period  fo  critical,  induced  me,  though  ft  ill 
indifpofed,  to  refolve  on  being  the  bearer  of  it  my- 
felf.  I  applied  to  Citoyen  Soulavie,  the  French 
refident  at  Geneva,  for  a  paflport.  He  told  me  the 
one  I  had  from  Mr.  Pinckney  was  better  than  any 
he  could  give  me,  but  that  in  a  time  of  revolutions 
the  mereft  trifle  might  irritate  the  people  ;  and  with 
my  Englifh  accent  and  appearance,  he  thought  it 
advifable  to  give  up  entirely  the  idea  of  going  to 
Paris.  Not  fatisfied  with  his  advice,  I  determined 
to  apply  to  higher  authority,  and  to  wait  on  a  Re- 
frefentant  du  feuple*,  who  had  lately  arrived  in 
the  department  bordering  on  Switzerland.  The 
curious  accounts  I  had  heard  of  this  man  made  me 
defirous  of  feeing  him  ;  and  I  was  fortunate  enough 
to  meet  him  a  few  days  afterwards  at  Verfoy.  A 
Refrefentant  du  peuple  is  a  fort  of  viceroy,  chofen 
in  the  bofom  of  the  Convention,  and  fent  into  the 
departments  by  the  Connie  de  Salut,  Publtque,^,  with 
the  power  to  kill,  burn,  and  deftroy,  at  the  rifk 
of  loiing  his  own  head  at  his  return.  I  was  uihered 
into  a  room,  where  this  animal  was  furrounded  by 
his  officers  :  his  drefs  was  curious— a  bonnet  rouge  ^ 
with  the  motto,  "  Liberte,  Egaiite,  &c."  a  woollen 
jacket  and  trowfers,  an  enamelled  bonnet  de  la  Li- 
berte^  tied  round  his  neck,  with  the  tri-coloured 
riband,  and  a  card  with  his  name,  "  Gouly,"  hung 


*  A  member  of  the  Convention. 
f  Committee  of  Public  Safety. 
£  Red  cap,  §  Liberty  cap. 
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at  his  button-hole  as  a  member  of  the  Jacobin  Club ; 
his  hair  cut  fhort,  and  without  powder.  I  was  re 
ceived  with  "  Queveux  tu  monffere*?'* — "  To  know 
whether  I  could  fafely  go  to  Paris  under  the  protec 
tion  of  a  pafTport  from  the  American  miniiter  in 
London." — ((  Ce  n'eft  pas  mon  affair  e^  va  au  Comite 
tie  Surveillance^"  The  president  of  this  committee 
proved  to  be  an  uncle  to  the  Profeffor  Piclet,  of 
Geneva.- — He  was  pleafed  to  find  that  I  was  ac 
quainted  with  his  relation,  fhowed  me  much  polite- 
nefs,  figned  my  pafTports,  and  when  I  afked  him 
what  the  reprefentant  had  done  iince  his  arrival,  he 
whifpered  me  in  the  ear,  "  11  a  tout  change — Les 
gens  riches  font  arretes.  Ceux  qui  etaient  en  place  ne 
le  font  plus ;  man  ami,  cefl  la  Jin  du  monde  qui  va 
arriver'^."  In  the  mean  time  the  Citoyen  Gouly  fent 
to  inform  him  that  he  would  anfwer  with  his  head 
for  what  he  was  about — that  many  agents  of  the 
infamous  Pitt  had  been  detecled  in  France  with 
American  paffports.  Inftead  of  "  Mon  ami"  from 
my  friend  the  Prefident,  it  was  now,  "  Ah  fcelerat, 
on  te  rnettra  dans  la  rattier e  §,"  and  I  was  on  the 
point  of  being  hurried  to  prifon.  I  infifted  on  fee 
ing  the  reprefentant,  gained  admittance,  and  fo 
perfectly  fatisfied  him  refpecling  my  being  an  Ame 
rican,  that  he  infifted  on  my  dining  with  him. — He 
put  his  feal  of  office  to  my  pafTport,  and  told  me  I 
might  now  go  to  Paris  without  fear.  The  fcene  that 
fucceeded  was  curious ;  fervant  and  matter,  officer 
and  foldier,  all  fat  down  to  table  together,  with 


*  What  doft  thou  want,  brother  ? 

f  That  is  none  of  my  buiinefs ;  get  thee  to  the  Committee  of 
Superintendance. 

%  He  has  changed  every  thing ;  the  rich  are  imprifoned,  all 
who  were  in  office  are  difmifled;  ah,  my  friend!  the  end  of  the 
world  is  at  hand. 

§  Ah  wretch,  thou  (halt  be  put  in  the  rat-trap, 

N  2  their 
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their  hats  on.  Gouly  gave  us  an  account  of  the  de- 
fcent  that  was  foon  to  take  place  on  England,  and 
that  in  two  months  time  he  it  was  that  would  be 
fent  to  deftroy  Carthage,  and  to  cut  off  the  heads 
of  George  and  of  Pitt.  He  declared  that  we  had 
treated  the  Citoyen  Genet  very  ill,  that  he  had  been 
joined  by  the  true  patriots,  but  that  Hamilton  and 
his  let  were  ibid  to  Pitt.  I  obferved,  that  though 
traitors  were  very  eaiily  to  be  found  in  fome  coun 
tries  of  Europe,  I  flattered  myfelf  that  America  had 
not  yet  gone  to  that  degree  of  corruption,  and  that 
the  reprefentative  of  a  nation  fhould  never  adopt 
any  party.  He  then  gave  us  a  diflertation  on  the 
bleflings  of  Liber  te,  Egalite,  and  Fraternite,  fwore 
that  the  people  in  the  departments  into  which  h& 
was  fent  were  all  ariftocrats  or  egotifls ;  that  they 
had  no  efpnt  revolutionaire ;  but  before  he  left  them* 
with  the  affiilance  of  the  guillotine,  they  fhould  be 
"  lien  month,  a  la  hauteur  des  circonjlances  *."  I 
got  up  to  take  my  leave,  and  was  not  a  little  fur- 
prifed  at  his  throwing  his  arms  around  my  neck,' 
and  giving  me  the  baifer  f rater nel :  this  was  an  un 
fortunate  compliment  for  me ;  it  gave  me  fo  much 
confequence  in  the  eyes  of  the  people,  that  before  I 
got  out  of  Verfoy  I  was  kiffed  by  the  mayor  and 
all  the  municipality.  The  day  after,  I  fet  out  on 
my  journey  to  Paris,  and,  notwithstanding  the 
ridiculous  fcene  I  had  been  witnefs  to,  I  flattered 
myfelf  that  I  fhould  return  with  many  arguments  to 
fupport  iny  favourite  opinion,  "  that  after  all  their 
follies,  and  the  horrors  they  had  committed,  the 
French  would  end  by  rendering  themfelves  not  only 
feared  but  refpeded." 

I  left  Nyon  on  the  loth  of  January,  but  my  chaife 
breaking  down  on  the  top  of  the  Jura,  I  was  ex- 

*  Wellfcrewed  up  to  the  height  of  exifting  circumftances. 
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pofed  for  near  two  days  to  the  mod  inclement  wea 
ther  at  a  fmali  village  called  Les  RourTes,  the  firft 
French  poft  in  Franche  Compte.  I  found  here  a 
great  degree  of  tranquillity:  they  were  happy  in 
having  the  Swifs  for  their  neighbours,  and  in  the 
protection  of  their  mountains.  At  Dijon,  Auxerre, 
Sens,  &c.  the  effrit  re-volutionaire  was  in  full  force. 
Crofles  were  broken,  chapels  burnt,  many  churches 
entirely  deftroyed,  and  thofe  that  remained  had 
fome  part  or  other  torn  down  ;  the  celebrated  con 
vent  of  the  Chartreux,  near  Dijon,  a  heap  of  ruins; 
all  the  bells  collected  together  to  be  turned  into 
cannon ;  every  houle  with  the  tri-coloured  banner 
at  the  window,  and  the  motto,  "  Lib.  Ega.  &c. 
&c"  on  the  door ;  chaifes,  waggons,  carts,  all 
with  their  little  flags ;  the  cap  of  Liberty  fculptured 
on  the  mile-ftones,  and  the  national  colours  painted 
even  on  the  trees  that  line  the  great  road  to  Paris. 
I  had  frequently  been  conducted  by  the  guard  to 
the  Canute  de  Surveillance ,  but  had  never  met  with 
any  detention.  On  my  arrival,  however,  at  Pon- 
thieny,  about  thirty  miles  from  Paris,  my  fears 
began  to  increafe,  and  I  was  agreeably  furprifed  to 
hear  that  Saint  Port,  the  country  refidence  of  Mr. 
Morris,  was  juft  oppofite  on  the  other  iide  of 
the  Seine.  I  was  happy  in  getting  under  the  pro 
tection  of  his  roof,  and  determined  to  wait  for  his 
advice  before  I  proceeded.  The  next  day  I  received 
a  polite  note  from  him,  informing  me  that  I  fhould 
meet  with  no  difficulties ;  and  on  the  2oth  I  entered 
Paris  for  the  fir  ft  time.  Inftead  of  the  noife  and 
buftle  I  expecled,  there  was  a  dead  calm  ;  the  road 
appeared  deferted,  and  not  a  carnage  was  to  be 
feen  in  the  flreets.-^I  waited  on  Mr.  Morris,  and 
heard  with  regret  that  Madame  de  la  Fayette  was 
confined  near  her  country-feat  in  the  fouth  of 
France,  with  circumltances  even  of  cruelly  and  in- 
decency*  He  had  made  a  private  application  in  iier 

N  3  favour 
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favour  to  the  Minifter  for  Foreign  Affairs,  and  was 
anfwered,  "  That  fhe  was  fortunate  in  being  fo  far 
from  Paris,  and  that  the  greatefl  fervice  her  friends 
could  render  her,  would  be  never  to  mention  her 
name." 

He  fmiled  at  my  obfervations  refpe&ing  the 
French  revolution,  and  faid  he  would  leave  me  to 
form  my  opinion  from  experience. 

I  began  by  attending  regularly  the  debates  of  the 
Convention.  I  entered  the  tribune  for  the  firft  time, 
with  that  refpect  one  naturally  feels  at  the  idea  of 
feeing  the  rulers  of  a  great  nation.  I  found  the 
Prefident  ringing  his  bell  with  all  his  might — half  a 
dozen  members  fpeaking  at  the  fame  time,  and 
when  they  could  not  be  heard  from  the  chair,  they 
attacked  each  other.  It  proved  to  be  a  quarrel  re- 
fpecting  a  member  who  had  been  denounced.  The 
figures  of  the  Roman  worthies  ornamented  the 
walls;  the  butts  of  Brutus,  Le  Pelletier,  and  Marat, 
furrounded  the  Prefident's  chair ;  oppofite  was  a 
large  thing  like  a  trunk  ;  it  was  the  Ark  of  the  Co 
venant,  covered  with  tri-coloured  ribands.  I  had 
an  opportunity  fome  days  afterwards  of  feeing  on 
the  place  of  the  Baftile  a  great  ftone  figure  of  Li 
berty,  and  an  immenfe  trough,  out  of  which  the 
deputies  drank  large  draughts  of  water  to  the 
goddefs,  on  the  adoption  of  their  laft  conftitution. 
There  was  a  poor  fellow  who  narrowly  efcaped 
being  guillotined  for  obferving,  that  no  doubt' 
many  wifhed  it  was  wine. 

The  National  Convention  I  foon  perceived  to  be 
a  farce  ;  of  the  feven  hundred  and  forty-nine  mem 
bers  of  whom  it  was  firft  compofed,  one  hundred 
and  fifty-five  had  either  given  in  their  difmiffions, 
were  guillotined,  confined,  affaffinated,  or  taken 
prifoners :  two  hundred  and  twenty-eight  form  the 
Seventeen  different  committees  for  the  tranfa&ion  of 
bufinefs ;  a  considerable  number  are  fent  into  the 

depart- 
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departments,  and  thofe  who  lit  in  the  Convention, 
appear  to  meet  merely  for  the  purpofe  of  giving  an 
apparent  fanttion  to  the  meafures  of  the  Comlte  de 
Salut  Publique.  The  President  is  continually  en 
gaged  in  receiving  addrefles,  patriotic  donations, 
and  in  giving  the  honours  of  the  fitting,  and  the 
tat/erf raterneL  I  was  witnefs  to  a  laughable  fcene 
of  this  kind ;  a  deputation  from  St.  Domingo  entered 
the  hall  ;  it  confifted  of  a  white  man,  a  mulatto,  and' 
a  negro.  La  Croix  moved  that  the  circumftance 
fhould  be  diftinguifhed  by  the  accolade*  of  the 
Preiident.  The  white  man  firft  flew  into  his  arms, 
and  was  embraced  inofl  tenderly — the  mulatto  was 
hugged  with  flill  more  affection — but  when  he 
came  to  the  negro,  had  it  been  a  mlftrefs,  he  could 
not  have  prefTed  her  more  ardently — there  was  no 
end  to  the  kijjes  that  were  given  and  received  amidjt 
the  repeated  applaufes  of  the  Convention  and  the  tri 
bunes.  The  next  day  they  voted  the  emancipation  of 
thejlaves,  and  declared,  that  they  would  form  with 
all  negroes  and  mulattoes  a  "  TKI-COLOURED  COALI 
TION,  which  would  foon  deflroy  the  combined 
powers  of  ariitocracy  and  tyranny."  An  old  negro 
wench,  who  was  in  one  of  the  tribunes,  thought 
this  fo  fine,  that  fhe  fainted  away;  fhe  was  imme 
diately  brought  into  the  bofom  of  the  Convention — 
the  members  crowded  round  her,  and  again  fell  a- 
killing  not  only  the  negroes,  but  each  other. 

J  next  attended  the  Jacobin  Club  ;  they  met  about 
feven  o'clock,  but  the  tribunes  were  filled  before  lix, 
with  the  vileft  collection  of  people  I  think  I  ever 
faw,  moftly  women  and  children.  The  fitting 
opened  by  reading  the  proces  verbal  -f~  of  the  pre 
ceding  evening,  by  which  it  appeared  that  a  depu 
tation  of  blacks  had  been  received  moil  fraternally, 

*  Embrace,  -j-  Journals, 

N  4  and 
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and  that  it  had  unanimoufly  decreed  that  a  flag  fhould 
be  hung  over  the  chair  of  the  Prefident,  on  which 
fhould  be  a  negro,  a  mulatto,  and  a  Frenchman 
holding  up  together  the  hanner  tri-coloured.  Some 
bad  verfes  were  afterwards  read  in  favour  of  the 
Mountain^  made  by  a  woman,  who  attended  the 
debates ;  and  to  this  fucceeded  the  epuration  *  of  the 
members.  The  queftions  afked  on  this  occalion  are, 
"  Where  were  you  on  the  tenth  of  Auguft?" — "  How 
did  you  vote  in  the  cafe  of  Marat  ?"— "  Were  you 
ever  a  banker  or  an  agent  de  change  -j-  ?"  Among 
others  that  were  to  be  examined,  was  one  Chamber- 
toy  :  as  foon  as  he  began  his  anfvver,  a  blackguard- 
looking  fellow  who  was  fitting  next  me,  got  up, 
and  bawled  out  for  the  "faro7e  %'9 — he  fwore  that 
Chambertoy  was  a  rafcal  and  an  ariftocrat ;  another 
declared  him  to  be  as  much  of  a  patriot  as  the  King 
of  Pruilia  ;  Chambertoy  faid  a  few  words,  when  a 
\voman  got  up  behind  him,  and  gave  him  the  lie  in 
plain  terms.  The  mod  violent  noife  and  uproar 
fucceeded,  and  I  was  convinced  that  Chambertoy 
would  be  turned  out ;  at  length  a  child  of  about 
thirteen  or  fourteen  years  old,  a  member  of  the  club, 
mounted  the  tribune,  made  a  long  fpeech,  obferved 
that  no  perfon  fhould  be  condemned  without  being 
heard,  and  gained  Chambertoy  an  opportunity  of 
making  his  defence  ;  he  proved  that  he  was  one  of 
the  party  who  propofed  the  events  of  the  tenth  of 
Auguft  (for  they  now  consider  as  the  greater!  merit 
in  themfelves,  what  they  attributed  to  their  King  as 
the  great  eft  crime)  :  he  fhowed  a  wound  he  had  re 
ceived  at  the  Thuilleries,  and  was  re-admitted  with 
unbounded  applaufe. — I  was  indebted  afterwards  to 
my  being  taken  for  an  Englifhman,  for  the  pleafure 
of  feeing  Robefpierre— they  were  fatisfied  on  my 
jQ .owing  a  certificate  from  Mr.  Morris,  figned  by  the 

*  Purification.  f  Broker.  J  The  right  to  fpeak. 

Minilter 


MARCH,  1797.  185 

Minifter  for  Foreign  Affairs,  and  made  way  for  a 
<f  brave  American." — I  had  thus  an  opportunity  of 
approaching  very  near  Robefpierre  at  the  Jacobin 
Club.  He  is  a  little  man,  very  pale  and  thin,  de 
cently  dreffed,  in  general  ;  a  light-coloured  great 
coat,  and  powder  in  his  hair,  much  the  appearance 
of  a  pettyfogging  attorney  :  he  was  liftencd  to  with 
great  attention,  and  brings  out  his  words  with  an 
almoft  affecled  flownefs,  while  every  other  peribn 
fpeaks  with  violent  paflion.  They  diilributed  in  the 
tribunes*  a  moft  ridiculous  effay  on  the  Englil"h 
conftitution;  when  one  Brichet  got  up  and  moved, 
that  the  Club,  before  it  debated  the  great  queiHon  of 
a  defcent  into  England,  and  the  vices  of  the  Britilli 
government,  fhould  occupy  itfelf  in  defrroying  the 
*'  toads  that  had  crawled  up  the  Mountain,"  and 
that  at  leatt  thirty  members  of  the  Convention  fhould 
be  guillotined.  Robefpierre  obferved,  that  he  was 
an  intrigant  and  an  ultra-revolutiomure^,  and 
moved  that  he  ihould  be  turned  out ;  which  was  im 
mediately  decreed :  a  friend  of  Brichet  got  up  to 
take  his  part  ;  Robefpierre  moved  that  he  fhould 
fhare  the  fame  fate,  and  turned  him  out  alfo. 

Frequently  on  leaving  the  Convention,  I  paffed 
through  the  garden  of  the  Thuilleries  to  the  Place 
de  la  Revolution,  in  order  to'get  there  after  the  exe 
cutions  had  taken  place,  and  was  once  or  twice  16 
unfortunate  as  to  be  a  witnefs  of  them.  It  is  out  of 
my  power,  my  dear  friend,  to  give  you  a  competent 
idea  of  this  fcene.  Near  the  door  of  the  Convention 
you  fee  two  men  with  great  fur  caps  and  long  beards, 
reading  to  the  people  the  crimes  of  the  Kings  of 
France,  and  abufing  them  all,  from  Charlemagne  to 
Louis  XVI.  A  little  further  is  a  woman  finging 
patriotic  fongs,  and  giving  Icffons  of  morality  ;  on 


The  gallery,      f  One  who  goes  beyond  revolutionai;  limits. 
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the    other   fide  is  a    man    preaching  againft  Jefus 
Chriit.     Every   where  you  are  peftered  with  jour 
nals,   and  the  productions  of  Pere  du  Chene  and 
Camille   Defmoulins.     At  the  entrance  of  the  gar-^ 
dens  are  two  rejiauratives*  filled  with  people  eating, 
drinking,  and  laughing  : — oppofite  is  the  guillotine,  and 
ten  yards  from  it  is  a  puppet- fhow,  where  Punch  is 
guillotined  !   Here  you  fee  figures  dancing  on  wires, 
there  an  exhibition  of  pictures,  and  a  calf  born  with 
a  national  cockade  on  its  forehead — a  crowd  of  wo 
men,   and  a  collection   of  dogs  immediately  under 
the  guillotine  ;  children  peeping  into  the  hampers 
that  hold  the  bodies,  and  men  felling  the  names  of 
thofe  who  have  jufl  fuffered,  and  crying  out,   "  Fe~ 
7iez  demain,  ny  manquez,  pas,  vous  en  aurez  plufieursy 
vous  aurez  des  fernmes  \ .     It  is  difficult  to  fay  which 
are  molt  mad,  the  fpectators  or  the  fufferers.     I  have 
heard  people  in   the  fireets  obferve  to  each  other, 
"  Qu  allons  nous,  voulez  <vous  aller  an  caffe  (u  a  la 
guillotine^.  ?"  I  have  feen  women  go  to  be  executed, 
as    if  to  an  entertainment,   chattering  and    paying 
compliments    to  each   other,  even  at  the  fcaffbld  ; 
fome  laughing,  cry,  "  Five   la  Republique  T     The 
people  call  for  the  head,  to  fee  whether  it  Hill  fmiles. 
But  what  adds  the  greatest  horror  to   the  icene,  is 
the  gaiety  that  reigns  on  every  countenance  ! 

I  attended  many  of  the  trials  at  the  Tribunal  Re- 
'volulionaire  ;  you  there  find  the  forms  of  jullioe,  but 
none  of  the  reality.  It  confifts^of  two  courts,  the 
Salle  de  la  Libtrte,  and  the  Satte  de  T Egalite  ;  each 
compofcd  of  three  judges,  befides  the  prdident  and 
an  accujateur  public — all  dreffed  in  black  gowns, 


*  Eating-houfes,  or  ordinaries. 

f  Come  again  to-morrow,  don't  fail;  you'll  have  feveral  more, 
you'll  have  iome  women  guillotined. 

t  Where  Qiall  we  go  ?  WiM  you  go  to  the  coffee-heufe  or  to  the 
guillotine  ? 

and 
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and  black  feathers  in  their  hats  ;  round  their  necks  a 
national  riband,  to  which  hangs  a  gold  medal. — 
The  jury  conliOs  of  ten  perfons.  The  clerk  reads  the 
accufation  ;  the  witnerTes  are  examined  ;  the  ac- 
cufed  is  aiked  if  he  has  any  thing  to  fay  for  himfelf ; 
the  accufateur  public  fpeaks,  and  is  anfwered  by 
the  defender  chofen  by  the  prifoner  ;  the  prefident 
declares  the  debate  to  be  finifhed.  The  accufed  is 
carried  out,  the  jury  give  in  the  verdicl,  and  the 
accufed  is  brought  back  to  hear  his  fentence  ;  if  he 
is  condemned,  he  wifhes  the  company  a  good  morn 
ing,  and  goes  away  to  be  executed  within  twenty- 
four  hours.  If  he  is  acquitted,  he  embraces  the 
whole  court  ;  fome  of  the  fpeclators  are  pleafed 
when  this  happens  to  be  the  cafe,  but  I  heard  others 
fay,  *'  Je  name  pas  les  voir  echapper  a  la  guillotine*  " 
not  only  the  judges,  and  the  accufateurs  publics, 
but  the  jury  alfo,  are  nominated  by  the  Convention, 
that  is,  by  the  Comite  de  Salut  Publique,  and  you 
may  eafily  conceive  the  fpirit  which  they  receive  ; 
accufer,  judge,  and  jury,  all  appear  anxious  to  find 
the  prifoner  guilty ;  and  if  he  is  noble,  or  has  pro 
perty,  he  is  aim  oft  fure  of  being  condemned. 

Paris  is  perfectly  quiet !  One  part  is  a  defert,  the 
other  is  plunged  into  the  profoundeft  apathy  ;  and 
no  where  is  there  fo  little  appearance  of  intereft  in 
the  affairs  of  France  as  in  its  own  capital.  There 
are  fromiixteen  to  twenty  fpectacles  (theatres)  every 
evening,  and  once  each  decade  all  the  theatres  are 
opened  gratis  to  the  populace,  when  fome  patriotic 
piece  is  given.  The  guillotine  was  the  fpeftacle 
generally  the  heft  attended  ;  but  to  render  the  piece 
fufficiently  amufing,  and  wind  up  the  efprit  revofa- 
tionaire,  they  are  obliged  at  times  to  execute  women, 
or  fome  remarkable  character.  There  are  a  fet  of 


I  don't  like  to  fee  them  efcape  from  the  guillotine. 

people 
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people  paid  to  attend  the  Convention,  the  Jacobin 
Club,  the  Tribunal  Revolutionaire,  and  the  guillotine, 
to  keep  up  an  appearance  of  popularity. 

There  is  no  truth  of  which  I  am  fo  perfectly  con 
vinced,  as  that  the  great  majority  of  the  people  in 
France  are  already  againft  the  revolution,  and 
would  be  happy  to  change,  for  any  government 
whatever,  the  horrid  tyranny  under  which  they 
fuffer.  One  of  the  members  of  the  Comite  de  Salut 
Publique  has  been  heard  to  fay,  "  We  know  that 
nine  out  of  ten  are  againft  us  ;  but  the  tenth  man 
fhall  make  the  other  nine  march  *."  A  prelident  of 
a  Jacobin  Club  not  far  from  Paris,  has  whifpered  to 
me,  "  Un  roi  foible  eji  un  fleau^  ;*'  and  I  have  never 
had  an  opportunity  of  converfing  with  any  perfon 
above  the  loweft  clafs,  who  did  not  execrate  the  ty 
rants  of  the  day.  In  the  mean  time  the  military  dif- 
polition  of  the  French,  the  attention  which  is  paid  to 
the  army,  the  unlimited  powers  of  the  Comite  de 
Salut  Pubtique,  and  the  immenfe  riches  on  which 
they  have  feizcd,  will  give  the  ruling  fadion  the 
means  of  making  the  firongefr.  refinance,  and  it  is 
poflible  they  may  involve  in  their  own  deftruclion 
the  ruin  of  all  France.  There  was  a  time  when, 
befides  the  Vendee,  Bourdcaux,  Toulon,  Marfeilles, 
Lyons,  Strafburg,  were  all  for  a  counter-revolution; 
and  had  the  combined  powers,  inltead  of  the  detefl- 
.  able  policy  of  difmembering  France,  been  ferioufly 
occupied  with  the  idea  of  putting  Louis  XVIJ.  on 
the  throne,  it  might  have  been  effe6led.  The 
Vendee  was  left  to  be  deflroyed  by  numbers,  after 
giving  repeated  proofs  of  the  molt  aftonilhing  bra 
very.  Bourdeaux  was  on  the  point  of  declaring, 
but  the  Mayor,  who  was  a  man  of  property,  heii- 


*  Precifely  the  declaration  of  M'Kean,   at  the  epoch  when  the 
American  independence  was  declared,  P.  PORCUPINE. 

f  A  ouca£  king  js  a  fcourge. 

tated; 
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tated  ;  Lyons  became  a  leffbn,  Bourdeaux  efcaped, 
but  the  Mayor  was  guillotined.  Marfciiles  full 
fufters  under  the  wrath  of  the  Convention  ;  Lyons, 
though  obliged  to  adopt  the  language  of  the  day, 
fought  for  royalty  ;  fhe  expedted  affiftance,  but  was 
cruelly  difappointed.  Strafburg  offered  itielf  to 
General  Wurmfer,  if  he  would  accept  it  for  Louis 
XVII.  His  orders  were  to  take  it  for  his  matter ; 
in  the  mean  time  the  reprefentatives  of  the  people 
entered  the  city,  and  guillotined  all  who  were  fuf- 
pected.  The  opportunity  has  been  neglected,  and 
humanity  ihudders  at  the  approach  of  the  next 
campaign.  For  two  years  pail  it  has  been  expedted, 
and  even  wi fried  by  fome,  that  the  want  of  provi- 
lions  would  put  an  end  to  the  exertions  of  France. 
Thofe  who  entertained  fuch  hopes  did  not  reflect 
that  the  army  would  be  the  laft  to  fuller,  and  the 
innocent  the  firil  victims.  The  papers  mentioned 
but  five  thoufand  four  hundred  and  fifty  perfons; 
but  I  know  from  good  authority,  that  there  are  at 
leaft  fifteen  thoufand  confined  at  Paris,  and  thofe 
who  are  arrefted  in  the  departments  may  amount  to 
about  two  hundred  and  fifty  thoufand.  Would  not 
thefe,  as  the  "  louches  muliles  V  be  the  firit  facri- 
ficed  ?  In  fome  places  already,  the  foldiers  receive 
good  bread,  while  the  people  are  obliged  to  eat  that 
which  is  made  of  potatoes  and  bran.  The  profpects 
of  a  famine  in  France  were  probably  never  more 
ferious  than  at  the  prefent  moment,  and  the  French 
may  fufTer  greatly  before  their  harvefl  ;  but  they 
will  not  ftarve.  In  many  cantons  the  bread  is  good, 
and  cheaper  than  in  Switzerland  ;  in  Paris  it  is  bad, 
but  is  fold  at  the  maximum  ;  in  fome  few  places  the 
wheat  was  expended  :  the  occalion  of  this  difference 
is,  that  all  grain  remains  in  requilition  in  each 


*  Ufdefs  mouths. 
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canton— wheat  is  in  general  fcarce.  I  have  feeit 
fome  of  the  people  laugh  at  their  own  wants,  and 
cry  "  II  riy  a  point  de miferc  en  France*  "  and  when  I 
have  alked  the  poflilion  which  was  the  berl  inn  at  the 
place  I  was  going  to,  he  anfwered  with  the  greater! 
levity,  t(Hj  en  a  deux,  mals  on  n  a  pas  de  pain  " — "  Et 
quefait  on  alors  T' — "  Onfe  chaiiffe -\~ !"  There  is  one 
circumftance,  which  after  much  inquiry  I  found  to 
be  certain,  that  in  the  department  through  which  I 
paffed,  there  was  as  much  com  planted  as  at  any 
former  period. 

I  went  to  Paris  by  the  northern  road,  and  return 
ed  by  Nevers,  Moulins.  and  Lyons.  At  the  firft  of 
thefe  places  many  of  the  populace  were  intoxicated, 
and  I  could  hardly  get  any  perfon  to  examine  my 
paffport;  they  had  juft  taken  up  about  feventy 
priefts  ;  thefe  unfortunate  men  had  conformed  to  all 
the  decrees  of  the  Convention  ;  ibme  of  them  were 
married — many  were  old,  and  Jome  invalids  ;  they 
were  crowded  with  great  inhumanity  on  board  a 
batteau  to  be  fent  to  Brett.  I  afked  one  of  thofe 
who  attended,  "  what  was  to  be  done  with 
them  ?" — "  I  believe,"  faid  he,  "  they  are  going  to 
drown  them" — this  they  call  the  New  Baptijm  of 
Priefls.  Moulins  was  formerly  famous  for  its  ma 
nufactories  in  cutlery  ;  its  commerce  was  deflroyed, 
as  well  as  that  of  every  other  city  in  France.  But 
imagination  cannot  conceive  the  miferable  iituation 
of  Lyons  ;  all  that  was  beautiful  in  building,  rich 
in  commerce,  or  refpeclable  in  inhabitants,  is  totally 
deftroyed  :  the  Place  de  Belle  Cour,  formerly  one  of 
the  moft  beautiful  in  the  world,  does  not  exi-ft  ;  the 
noble  range  of  buildings  near  the  Rhone,  a  heap  of 
ruins  ;  and  the  duft  that  arifes  from  the  houies  they 


*  There  is  no  mifery  in  France. 

|  "  There  are  two,   but  there's  no  bread." — «  What  do  people 
<3o  in  that  cafe  ?" — "  They  warm  themfelves." 

continue 
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continue  to  demolish,  renders  the  air  almoft  fuffo- 
cating.  They  had  jujt  torn  to  pieces  fixty  perfons  with 
grape-Jhot ;  the  bodies  were  afterwards  (tripped  by 
women  and  children,  with  the  utmoft  degree  of  in 
decency.  The  guillotine  had  been  illuminated  on 
the  anniverfary  of  the  King's  execution.  It  had  cut 
off  twenty-eight  perfons  the  day  before  my  arrival, 
and  was  again  prepared.  Adjoining  to  it  is  the 
grand  Autel  de  la  patrie*,  where  there  are  fetes  every 
decade.  I  went  into  the  Hotel  de  Ville  to  get  my 
palfport  examined  ;  I  was  furrounded  by  officers — 
here  a  crowd  were  waiting  to  be  married,  there  they 
were  waiting  to  be  divorced.  I  faw  a  burial:  the 
corpfe  was  on  a  bier,  half  uncovered,  with  the  bonnet 
rouge  on  the  head  :  all  thofe  who  attended  had  their 
heads  ornamented  in  the  fame  manner,  and  followed 
the  body  iinging  the  Carmagnole.  The  executions 
at  Lyons  had  already  amounted  to  above  three  thou- 
fand  perfons,  and  to  thofe  who  fpoke  of  mercy,  the 
reprefentans  had  anfwered,  "  that  there  were  ten 
thoufand  more  to  fuffer."  There  are  two  tribunals 
continually  employed  in  condemning,  the  "  Com- 
mijjion  Militairt?  and  the  "  Tribunal  Populaire ;" 
and  women  have  been  tied  to  the  guillotine  to  be 
witneifes  of  the  execution  of  their  hufbands,  merely 
for  having  folicited  their  pardon.  I  was  obliged  to 
remain  at  Lyons  near  two  days,  from  the  difficulty 
of  getting  horfes,  and  was  happy  to  get  out  of  it,  and 
relieve  my  eyes  from  fuch  a  fcene  of  horror  and  rnad- 
nefs.  The  great  in ftigator  of  all  the  cruelties  that 
are  committed  in  this  unfortunate  city  is  Collot 
d'Herbois  ~j~ ;  this  man  was  not  long  ago  an  inferior 
comedian,  and  has  often  acted  at  the  theatres  of 
Lyons  and  Geneva  ;  he  was  the  preiident  of  the 


*  Altar  of  the  country. 

f  This  is  the  monfter  who  moved  in  the  Convention  the  aboli- 
fion  of  royalty. 

committee 
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committee  that  formed  the  laft  conftitution,  at  prc- 
fent  heads  that  party  which  is  called  by  ibrne  Ultra- 
r  evolutional  re ;  and  as  the  people  here  always  join 
thole  who  go  to  the  greateft  exceffes,  it  is  provable 
that  Collot  d'Herbois,  Hebert,  the  author  of  the 
Pere  du  Chene,  and  their  fet,  may  treat  Robefpierre 
and  the  Marats  as  they  did  the  Briffotines.  When 
any  man  gets  to  the  top  of  power,  he  naturally  feels 
himfelf  fomewhat  interefled  in  the  welfare  of  the 
country,  and  unwillingly  adopts  moderation  as  one 
of  the  means  of  increafing  his  popularity.  Robe 
fpierre  wifhed  to  have  a  motion  palled,  for  liberating 
all  thofe  who  had  been  arrefted  without  any  grounds 
of  accufation,  the  number  of  whom  you  may  eafily 
conceive  to  be  very  great,  when  for  fome  time  every 
perfon  who  denounced  another,  received  one  hun 
dred  livres.  Such  however  was  the  clamour,  that 
he  was  obliged  to  abandon  the  idea,  He  next, 
without  appearing  himfelf,  fet  Camille  Defmoulins 
to  write  againft  the  violent  party  :  he  begins  by  de 
claring  himfelf  a  votary  of  the  divine  Marat.  He 
was,  however,  expelled  from  the  Jacobin  Club,,  for 
having  mentioned  a  committee  of  clemency,  and 
before  he  could  be  readmitted,  was  obliged  to  con- 
fefs  his  error.  It  is  the  violent  party  who,  to  amufe 
the  people,  have  flarted  the  idea  of  a  defcent  upon 
England.  Robefpierre  declares  that  the  Englifh 
only  merit  their  contempt ;  that  if  they  are  deiirous 
of  having  their  liberty,  they  are  capable  of  gaining 
It  for  themfelves,  and  if  they  are  not,  a  defcent  upon 
England  would  only  be  throwing  themfelves  into  the 
fnares  of  Pitt. 

The  Jacobin  Club  is  the  fource  of  power,  and 
thofe  who  lead  it  govern  France.  It  keeps  up  an 
intimate  correfpondence  with  all  the  inferior  clubs  in 
the  different  departments,  and  takes  care  that  they 
lhall  be  formed  of  none  but  the  vilefl  and  moft 
ignorant  of  the  inhabitants,  entirely  devoted  to  itfelf. 

It 
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It  is  the  feat  of  information,  gives  what  impreffion  it 
pleafes,  and  a  defeat  in  the  north  is  reprefented  in 
the  fouth  as  a  victory.  K  has  caufed  all  the  miteries 
of  France ;  and,  compofed  as  it  is  at  prefent,  no  good 
can  ever  be  expected  from  it :  God  knows  what  will 
be  the  end,  and  we  are  at  a  lofs  what  to  hope. — The 
French  appear  incapable  of  being  free ;  the  govern 
ment  of  an  ufurper  only  leads  to  new  convullions  ; 
the  people,  when  fatigued  with  the  prefent  mode  of 
government,  may  change  it  for  fomething  new. 
Liberty  is  at  prefent  the  fafhion  in  France  ;  you  meet 
it  at  all  the  corners  of  the  ftreets  ;  it  is  ftuck  up  in 
large  characters  on  every  houfe  ;  it  fpouts  at  the 
theatre ;  it  ftruts  at  the  opera  ;  it  is  become  a  by 
word — I  never  heard  fo  much,  and  never  faw  fo 
little  of  it.  The  "  ancien  regime"  has  totally  difap- 
peared,  and  the  decade  is  as  much  in  vogue  as  if 
Sunday  had  never  exifled.  But  will  not  a  people 
who  have  with  fo  much  levity  abandoned  their  re 
ligion,  forget  in  the  fame  manner  their  liberty  ? 
Such  appears  to  be  the  character  of  the  French, 
a  foil  where  every  thing  flourifhes  for  a  time,  but 
nothing  takes  root  ;  if  well  or  ill  directed,  a  cha 
racter  capable  of  the  greater!  extremes  of  virtue  or 
vice. 

I  entered  France  one  of  the  warmed  advocates  of 
the  revolution  ;  I  firmly  believed  that  the  great 
body  of  the  people  had  juft  ideas  of  liberty,  were 
acquainted  with  their  rights,  and,  after  defeating 
the  attempts  of  their  enemies,  would  eftablifh  an 
equal  and  well-regulated  government.  I  left  it  with 
fentiments  of  indignation,  difappointment,  and  dif- 
guft,  convinced  that  there  never  was  a  people  in  the 
world  fo  little  calculated  to  enjoy  the  blcflings  of 
freedom. 

During  my  flay  at  Paris  I  found  nothing  fo 

interefling  as  the  converfation  of  Mr. .  He 

had  been  fo  obliging,  before  my  arrival,  as  to  take 

VOL,  v.  o  lodgings 
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lodgings  for  me  near  his  own  hotel  ;  and  I  had  the 
pleafure.  of  feeing  him  every  day.  He  was  formerly 
exceedingly  well  received  at  court,  and  poiTerTed  in 
a  great  degree  the  confidence  of  its  miniflers,  and 
has  fince  been  able  to  render  himfelf,  though  not 
liked,  yet  refpetled  by  all  the  parties  that  have  fuc- 
ceeded :  though  a  man  of  great  abilities,  he  muft 
have  found  it  difficult  to  have  fleered  fo  far  with 
fafety  through  the  llorm  :  and  America  is  indebted 
to  him  for  remaining  in  a  fituation  which,  though 
none  can  rill  it  with  more  capacity,  cannot  but  be 
particularly  irkfome  to  him.  All  thofe  for  whom 
he  could  have  felt  any  confideration,  have  either 
emigrated,  been  arrefted  or  guillotined ;  and  from 
being  in  the  mofl  agreeable  fociety,  he  is  left  with 
hardly  an  acquaintance  in  France  :  the  conduct  he 
has  purfued  was  the  only  one  of  avoiding  all  parties, 
and  maintaining  in  every  refpecl  the  dignity  of  his 
fituation.  He  particularly  detefted  the  BrifTotines, 
whofe  policy  it  was  to  draw  America  into  the  war ; 
and  had  they  not  been  guillotined,  Genet  might  have 

done  us  confiderable  mifchief.     Mr.  read 

me  fame  of  his  correfpondence,  and  I  was  fur- 
prifed  at  the  accuracy  with  which  he  had  foretold  the 
principal  events  of  the  revolution.  Thefe  letters 
have  fallen  into  the  hands  of  perfons,  who  from 
being,  I  believe,  prejudiced  in  favour  of  the  French, 
have  neglected  to  pay  them  the  attention  which 
they  fo  highly  merited. 

A  party  of  Americans  have  petitioned  the  Conven 
tion  in  favour  of  Tom  Paine  ;  they  were  invited  to 
the  honours  of  the  fitting,  but  could  not  be  much 
flattered,  when,  a  few  days  after,  a  let  of  negroes  were 
received  with  far  greater  attention.  As  the  French 
have  no  farther  occafion  for  Common  Senfe,  or  the 
Rights  of  Man,  Tom  Paine  ftill  remains  in  prifon, 
where  he  abufes  Mr,  Morris  for  not  claiming  him  as 

an 
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an  American,   and  amufes  himfelf,   I  am  told,  with 
writing  a  book  againtt  Jefus  Chrifl. 

It  is  difficult  to  meet  with  beauty  at  Paris  ;  all  the 
pretty  women  are  in  requifition  ;  they  are  confined 
and  employed  in  making  fhirts  for  the  army.  I  en 
deavoured  to  conible  myfelf  at  the  gallery  of  paint 
ings,  which  is  without  exception  the  fineft  in  the 
world — a  collection  of  all  the  moft  valuable  paint 
ings  that  exifred  in  France.  Many  Americans  have 
been  arrefted  on  their  firfi  entering  the  republic,  and 
you  are  fearched  half  a  dozen  times  before  you  are 
permitted  to  leave  it.  1  returned  by  Geneva,  and 
found  the  violent  party  worthy  imitators  of  their 
neighbours — they  had  found  that  their  laft  project  of 
a  conftitution  was  impracticable,  and  accepted  a 
new  one,  which  the  day  after  was  violated.  As 
there  was  a  Vendee  in  France,  they  were  determined 
to  have  one  alfo.  It  confined  of  one  houfe,  and  of 
one  man,  a  Mr.  Miquily;  his  houfe  was  furrounded, 
his  furniture  deftroyed,  and  himfelf  thrown  into 
prifon.  The  Proviiional  Committee  accompanied 
the  Marfeillois  who  went  on  this  expedition,  in  order 
to  prevent  mifchief ;  but  fuch  was  their  impotency, 
that  a  poor  man  was  torn  to  pieces  before  their 
faces  for  refufirig  to  put  on  the  bonnet  rouge.  On 
entering  Switzerland  I  felt  as  if  I  had  at  length  ef- 
caped  from  the  madhoufe,  and  again  got  into  the 
fociety  of  reafonable  beings. 

I  have,  without  thinking,  permitted  my  letter  to 
run  on  to  an  immoderate  length ;  you  will,  I  flatter 
myfelf,  excufe  not  only  the  length  of  it,  but  alfo  the 
hurry  in  which  I  have  written  it. 

The  aolive  life  I  led  at  Paris,  and  the  excellent 
table  of  Mr.  ,  have  been  of  fervice  to  my 

health  ;  and fi nee  I  have  found  that  exercife  is  a  reme 
dy,  I  fhall  not  remain  idle.  I  leave  this  place  immedi 
ately  for  Milan,  where  my  carriage  and  horfes  have 

o  2  been 
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been  arrived  near  two  months.  I  expecl  to  pafs  the 
holy  week  at  Rome.  The  heat  will  foon  oblige  me 
to  leave  Italy,  when  I  propofe  going  to  Vienna,  to 
which  place  I  have  excellent  letters. 

I  am  anxious  to  hear  from  you  ;  pray  write  to  me 
frequently.  There  is  no  expreffing  the  intereft  I 
feel  in  whatever  paffes  in  America. 

I  remain,  moft  iincerely, 
Your  affectionate 


THURSDAY,  3o!h  MARCH. 

Lachefe  the  French  Spy. — From  New-York.  The 
public  are  under  a  partial  miftake  at  prefent,  with 
refpecl:  to  the  French  emiffary,  fent  to  delude  our 
fellow-citizens  of  the  vveitern  country  ;  rny  informa 
tion,  which  is  directly  by  a  gentleman  from  Pittf- 
burg,  ivS,  that  -a  French  general,  by  the  name  of 
Lachefe,  has  been  apprehended  in  Kentucky,  and 
imprifoned  :1  that,  the  better  to  cover  his  deiigns,  he 
travelled  on  foot,  carrying  his  fiddle  on  his  back,  at 
the  mnfic  of  which  he  is  remarkably  expert ;  that  he 
has  been  detected  in  exploring  the  country  with  a 
military  afpecl,  and  in  his  converfation  and  conduct 
endeavouring  to  alienate  the  affeclions  of  the  people 
from  their  brethren  of  the  Atlantic  States,  and  to  per- 
fuade  them  to  join  the  French  in  forming  a  republic 
with  Louiliana,  &c.  &c. :  that  he  is  the  fame  general 
who  was  concerned  fome  years  ago  in  railing  the 
army  againil  the  dominions  of  Spain. 

But,  fellow-citizens,  he  is  not  directly  the  general 
to  whom  on  a  former  occalion  I  alluded.  The  pri- 
ibner  is  a  fubordinate  agent  in  the  villany.  But  the 
principal  has  made  his  tour,  and  returned  to  Phila 
delphia,  where  he  very  probably,  like  other  traitors 
of  his  country  and  ours,  is  balking  in  the  funfhine 
of  prefidential  favour.  He  being  more  c ire umfpeft 
2  than 
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tlian  his  colleague,  the  prifoner,  made  his  way  good 
through  the  weftern  territory,  without  imprifon- 
ment,  though  not  without  a  difcovery  of  his  infidions 
cmbaffy  from  Mr.  Adet. 

He  very  freely  and  warmly  advocated  the  election 
of  Mr.  Jefferfon,  and,  agreeably  to  his  inftruction, 
endeavoured  to  difmember  the  United  States,  by 
alienating  the  attachment  of  the  weftern  country 
from  the  people  of  the  Atlantic  States.  In  fhort,  by 
a  variety  of  contingencies,  which  will  ibmetimes 
occur  to  favour  villany,  the  principal  has  as  yet  ef- 
caped  with  impunity,  whilfl  the  fubaltera  has  been 
brought  to  an  end.  I  have  a  violent  fufpicion  that  a 
certain  French  philofopher  who  has  had  the  late 
Prefident's  pavTport  to  explore  the  winds,  has  had  a 
commiffion  from  the  Directory  to  explore  the  rnoit 
plaulible  way  to  our  throats.  W.  WILCOCKS* 


FRIDAY,  3ist  MARCH. 
TO     MERCHANTS. 

FOR    PUBLIC   SALE, 

At  the  iign  of  the  Britifh  and  American  Flags  united, 
on  Monday  the  i5th  day  of  May  next, 

The  two  good  Ships,  viz. 

The  CUT-THROAT,  ^        ,  .      r  PLUNDERER, 
r    0  >  and  the    I         r  ,-. 

°J   3°  gun$*  ^        of  ditto. 


Now  lying  high  up  in  Hamp 
ton  roads,  built  with  live  oak 
and  cedar,  fheathed  with  cop 
per,  completely  fitted  for  an  Eaft  India  voyage,  and 
ready  for  fea,  there  having  been  for  a  long  time  paft 
but  one  obftacle  to  their  failing,  which  will  be  re 
moved  previous  to  the  day  of  fale. 
Norjoik,  26th  March,  1797-          BOB  SHORT,  Aufl. 

N.  B.  Several  favag.es  now  on  board,  to  be  fold  at  faid  time  and 
place.  —  The  Commodore  would  be  a  valuable  acquifition  in  the 
ftene-fawing  or  nail  manufaftury  line.  March  28. 

o  3  WILL 
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WILL  AND  TESTAMENT. 

SINCE  I  took  up  the  calling  that  I  now  follow, 
I  have  received  about  forty  threatening  letters;  fome 
talk  of  fiflicuffs,  others  of  kicks,  but  far  the  greater 
part  menace  me  with  outright  murder.  Several 
friends  (whom,  by  the  by,  1  fincerely  thank)  have 
called  to  caution  me  againir  the  lurking  cut  throats  ; 
and  it  feerns  to  be  the  perfuafion  of  every  one,  that 
my  brains  are  to  be  knocked  out  the  firft  time  I 
-venture  from  home  in  the  dark. 

Under  thefe  terrific  circumftances,  it  is  impoffible 
that  death  fhould  not  flare  me  in  the  face  :  I  have 
therefore  got  myfelf  into  as  good  a  flate  of  prepara 
tion  as  my  finful  profeflion  will,  I  am  afraid,  admit 
of;  and  as  to  my  worldly  affairs,  I  have  fettled 
them  in  the  following  Will,  which  I  publifh,  in  order 
that  my  dear  friends,  the  legatees,  may,  if  they  think 
themfelves  injured  or  neglected,  have  an  opportunity 
of  complaining  before  it  is  too  late, 

IN  the  name  of  Fun,  Amen.  I  PETER  PORCUPINE, 
pamphleteer  and  newfmonger,  being  (as  yet) 
found  both  in  body  and  in  mind,  do,  this  fifteenth 
day  of  April,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thoufand 
feven  hundred  and  ninety-feven,  make,  declare, 
and  publifh  this  my  LAST  WILL  AND  TESTA 
MENT,  in  manner,  form,  and  fubftance  following, 
to  wit; 

IN  PRIMIS,  I  leave  my  body  to  Doctor  Michael  Leib, 
a  member  of  the  Legiilature  of  Pennfylvania,  to 
be  by  him  diffedled  (if  he  knows  how  to  do  it)  in 
prefence  of  the  Rump  of  the  Democratic  Society. 
In  it  they  will  find  a  heart  that  held  them  in 
abhorrence,  that  never  palpitated  at  their  threats, 
and  that,  to  its  la  ft  beat,  bade  them  defiance. 

But 
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But  my  chief  motive  for  making  this  bcqueft  is, 
that  my  fpirit  may  look  down  with  contempt 
on  their  cannibal-like  triumph  over  a  brcathlefs 
corpfe. 

Jtem,  As  I  make  no  doubt  that  the  abovefaid  Dr. 
Leib  (and  fbme  other  Doctors  that  I  could  men 
tion)  would  like  very  well  to  fkin  me,  I  requeft 
that  they,  or  one  of  them,  may  do  it,  and  that 
the  faid  Leib's  father  may  tan  my  fkin;  after 
which  I  defire  my  executors  to  have  eight  copies 
of  my  works  complete,  bound  in  it,  one  copy  to 
be  prefented  to  the  five  Sultans  of  France;  one  to 
each  of  their  Divans;  one  to  the  Governor  of 
Pennfylvania ;  to  Citizens  Maddifon,  Giles,  and 
Gallatin,  one  each;  and  the  remaining  one  to  the 
Democratic  Society  of  Philadelphia,  to  be  care 
fully  preferved  among  their  archives. 

Item,  To  the  Mayor,  Aldermen,  and  Councils  of  the 
city  of  Philadelphia,  I  bequeath  all  the  fturdy 
young  huckfters,  who  infeft  the  market,  and  who, 
to  maintain  their  baflards,  tax  the  honeft  in 
habitants  many  thoufand  pounds  annually.  I 
requefl  them  to  take  them  into  their  worfhipful 
keeping — to  chaflen  their  bodies  for  the  good  of 
their  fouls  ;  and,  moreover,  to  keep  a  fharp  look 
out  after  their  gallants ;  and  remind  the  latter  of 
the  old  proverb,  Touch  pot,  touch  penny. 

Item,  To  Thomas  Jefferfon,  philofopher,  I  leave  a 
curious  Norway  fpider,  with  a  hundred  legs  and 
nine  pair  of  eyes ;  likewife  the  firft  black  cut 
throat  general  he  can  catch  hold  of,  to  be  flayed 
alive,  in  order  to  determine  with  more  certainty 
the  real  caufe  of  the  dark  colour  of  his  ftin  : 
and  fhould  the  faid  Thomas  Jefferfon  furvive  Ban- 
ncker  the  almanack- maker,  I  requell  he  will  get 
the  brains  of  faid  Philomath  carefully  diffe&ed, 
to  fatisfy  the  world  in  what  refpecls  they  differ 
from  thofe  of  a  white  man. 

o  4  Item9 
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To  the  Philofophical  Society  of  Philadelphia, 
I  will  and  bequeath  a  correct  copy  of  Thornton's 
Plan  for  abolifhing  the  Ufe  of  the  Englifh  Lan 
guage,  and  for  introducing  in  its  flead  a  repub 
lican  one,  the  reprefentative  characters  of  which 
bear  a  ftrong  refemblance  to  pot-hooks  and  hang 
ers  ;  and  for  the  difcovery  of  which  Plan,  the 
faid  Society  did,  in  the  year  1793,  grant  to  the 
faid  language-maker  500  dollars  premium.  —  It 
is  my  earneit  defire,  that  the  copy  of  this  valuable 
performance,  \\hich  I  hereby  prefent,  may  be 
fhown  to  all  the  travelling  literati,  as  a  proof  of 
the  ingenuity  of  the  author,  and  of  the  wifdom 
of  the  Society. 

Jtem>  To  Dr.  Benjamin  Rufh,  I  will  and  bequeath 
a  copy  of  the  Cenfor  for  January,  1797;  but 
upon  the  exprefs  condition,  that  he  does  not  in 
any  wife  or  guile,  either  at  the  time  of  my  death, 
or  fix  months  after,  pretend  to  fpeak,  write,  or 
publiih  an  eulogium  on  me,  my  calling  or  cha 
racter,  either  literary,  military,  civil,  or  political. 

Item,  To  my  clear  fellow-labourer,  Noah  Webfler, 
"  gentleman-  citizen,"  Efq.  and  nevvfman,  I  will 
and  bequeath  a  prognofticating  barometer  of 
curious  conitruclion  and  great  utility,  by  which, 
at  a  iingle  glance,  the  faid  Noah  will  be  able  to 
difcern  the  exact  Hate  that  the  public  mind  will 
be  in  the  enfuing  year,  and  will  thereby  be  ena 
bled  to  trim  by  degrees,  and  not  expofe  himfelf 
to  detection,  as  he  now  does  by  his  fuddeu  lee- 
fhore  tacks.  I  likewife  bequeath  to  the  faid 
*c  gentleman-citizen,"  iix  Spanifh  milled  dollars, 
io  be  expended  on  a  new  plate  of  his  portrait  at 
the  head  of  his  fpel  ling-  book,  that  which  graces 
it  at  prefent  being  fo  ugly  that  it  fcares  the  chil 
dren  from  their  lellbns  ;  but  this  legacy  is  to  be 
paid  him  only  upon  condition  that  he  leave  out 
the  title  of  Squire,  at  the  bottom  of  faid  picture, 

which 
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which  is  extremely  odious  in  an  American  fchool- 
book,  and  muft  inevitably  tend  to  corrupt  the 
political  principles  of  the  republican  babies  that 
behold  it.  And  I  do  moft  earneftly  defire,  ex 
hort,  and  conjure  the  faid  Squire  newfman  to 
change  the  ^title  of  his  paper,  The  Minerva,  for 
that  of  The  Political  Centaur. 

Item,  To  F.  A.  Muhl  en  burgh,  Efq.  Speaker  of  a 
late  Houfe  of  Reprefentatives  of  the  United 
States,  I  leave  a  molt  fuperbly  fmifhed  flatue  of 
Janus. 

Item,  To  Tom  the  Tinker,  I  leave  a  liberty-cap,  a 
tri-coloured  cockade,  a  wheelbarrow  full  of  oyf- 
ters,  and  a  hogihead  of  grog :  I  alfo  leave  him 
three  blank  checks  on  the  Bank  of  Pennfylvania, 
leaving  to  him  the  talk  of  filling  them  up ;  re- 
quefting  him,  however,  to  be  rather  more  mer 
ciful  than  he  has  fhown  himfelf  heretofore. 

Item,  To  the  Governor  of  Pennfylvania,  and  to  the 
late  Prefident  and  Cafhier  of  the  Bank  of  the 
faid  State,  as  to  joint  legatees,  1  will  and  be 
queath  that  good  old  proverb  :  Honefly  is  the  beft 
folicy.  And  this  legacy  I  have  chofen  for  thefe 
worthy  gentlemen,  as  the  only  thing  about  which 
I  am  fure  they  will  never  difagree. 

Item,  To  Tench  Coxe,  of  Philadelphia,  citizen,  I 
will  and  bequeath  a  crown  of  hemlock,  as  a  re- 
compenfe  for  his  attempt  to  throw  an  odium  on 
the  adminiftration  of  General  Wafhington ;  and 
I  mod  pofitively  enjoin  on  my  executors,  to  fee 
that  the  faid  crown  be  fhaped  exa6Uy  like  that 
which  this  fpindle-fhanked  legatee  wore  before 
General  Howe,  when  he  made  his  triumphal 
entry  into  Philadelphia. 

Item,  To  Thomas  Lord  Bradford  (otherwife  called 
Goofy  Tom),  bookfeller,   printer,  newfman,  and 
member  of  the  Philofophical    Society    of  Phila 
delphia,  I  will  and  bequeath  a  copy  of  the  Peer 
age 
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age  of  Great  Britain,  in  order  that  the  laid  Lord 
Thomas  may  the  more  exaclly  afcertain  what 
probability  there  is  of  his  fucceeding  to  the  feat 
which  his  noble  relation  now  fills  in  the  Houfe 
of  Lords. 

Item,  To  all  and  iingular  the  authors  in  the  United 
States,  whether  they  write  profe  or  verfe,  I  will 
and  bequeath  a  copy  of  my  Life  and  Adventures; 
and  I  advife  the  faid  authors  to  ftudy  with  par 
ticular  care  the  fortieth  and  forty-firft  pages 
thereof;  more  efpecially,  and  above  all  things, 
I  exhort  and  conjure  them  never  "  to  publijh  it 
together^'  though  the  bookfeller  fhould  be  a  faint. 

Item,  To  Edmund  Randolph,  Efq.  late  Secretary  of 
State,  to  Mr.  J.  A.  Dallas,  Secretary  of  the  State 
of  Penniylvania,  and  to  his  Excellency  Thomas 
Mifrlin,  Governor  of  the  faid  unfortunate  State, 
I  will  and  bequeath,  to  each  of  them,  a  copy  of 
the  fixteentii  paragraph  of  Fauchet's  intercepted 
letter. 

Item^  To  Citizen  J.  Swanwick,  Member  of  Con- 
grefs,  by  the  will  and  confent  of  the  fovereign 
people,  I  leave  bills  of  exchange  on  London  to 
an  enormous  amount ;  they  are  all  proteftcd,  in 
deed,  but,  if  properly  managed,  may  be  turned  to 
good  account.  I  like  wife  bequeath  to  the  faid 
John,  a  fmall  treatife  by  an  Italian  author,  wherein 
the  fecrct  of  pleaiing  the  ladies  is  developed,  and 
reduced  to  a  mere  mechanical  operation,  without 
the  lea  ft  dependence  on  the  precarious  aid  of  the 
paffions  :  hoping  that  thefe  inftances  of  my 
liberality  will  produce,  in  the  mind  of  the  little 
legislator,  effects  quite  different  from  thofe  pro 
duced  therein  by  the  King  of  Great  Britain's  pen- 
lion  to  his  parents. 

Item,  To  the  editors  of  the  Bofton  Chronicle,  the 
New-York  Argus,  and  the  Philadelphia  Mer 
chants'  Advertifer,  I  will  and  bequeath  one  ounce 

of 
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of  modefly  and  love  of  truth,  to  be  equally  di 
vided  between  them.  1  fhould  have  been  more 
liberal  in  this  bequeft,  were  I  not  well  afTured, 
that  one  ounce  is  more  than  they  will  ever  make 
ufe  of. 

Item,  To  Franklin  Bache,  editor  of  the  Aurora  of 
Philadelphia,  I  will  and  bequeath  a  finall  bundle 
of  French  affignats,  which  I  brought  with  me 
from  the  country  of  equality.  If  thefe  fliould 
be  too  light  in  value  for  his  preffing  exigencies,  I 
defire  my  executors,  or  any  one  of  them,  to  be- 
jftow  on  him  a  fecond  part  to  what  he  has  lately 
received  in  Soulhwark ;  and  as  a  further  proof  of 
my  good  will  and  affection,  I  requeil  him  to  ac 
cept  of  a  gag,  and  a  brand  new  pair  of  fetters, 
which  if  he  ihould  refufe,  I  will  and  bequeath 
him  in  lieu  thereof — my  malediction. 

Item,  To  my  beloved  countrymen,  the  people  of 
Old  England,  1  v/ill  and  bequeath  a  copy  of 
Dr.  Prieftley's  Charity  Sermon  for  the  benefit  of 
poor  Emigrants ;  and  to  the  faid  preaching  philo- 
fopher  himfelf,  I  bequeath  a  heart  full  of  difap- 
pointment,  grief,  and  defpair. 

ft  em,  To  the  good  people  in  France,  who  remain 
attached  to  their  fovereign,  particularly  to  thofe 
among  whom  I  was  hofpitably  received,  1  be 
queath  each  a  good  flrong  dagger ;  hoping,  mod 
fincerely,  that  they  may  yet  find  courage  enough 
to  carry  them  to  the  hearts  of  their  abominable 
tyrants. 

Item,  To  Citizen  Munro,  I  will  and  bequeath  my 
chamber  looking-glafs.  It  is  a  plain  but  exceed 
ing  true  mirror :  in  it  he  wiH  fee  the  exact  like- 
nefs  of  a  traitor,  who  has  bartered  the  honour 
and  imereft  of  his  country  to  a  perfidious  and 
favage  enemy. 

Item,  To  the  republican  Britons,  who  have  fled  from 
the  hands  of  juftice  in  their  own  country,  and 

who 
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who  ar«  a  fcandal,  a  nuifance,  arid  a  difgrace 
to  this,  I  bequeath  hunger  and  nakednefs,  icorn 
and  reproach  ;  and  I  do  herehy  poiitively  enjoin 
on  my  executors  to  contribute  five  hundred  dol 
lars  toward  the  ereclion  of  gallowfes  and  gibbets, 
for  the  accommodation  of  the  faid  imported  pa 
triots,  when  the  legiflators  of  this  unhappy  State 
ftall  have  the  wifdom  to  countenance  fuch  ufeful 
eftablifhments. 

Item,  My  friend,  J.  T.  Callcnder,  the  runaway  from 
Scotland,  is,  of  courfe,  a  partaker  in  the  laft-men- 
tioned  legacy ;  but,  as  a  particular  mark  of  my 
attention,  I  will  and  bequeath  him  twenty  feet  of 
pine  plank,  which  I  requeft  my  executors  to  fee 
made  into  a  pillory,  to  be  kept  for  his  particular 
uie,  till  a  gibbet  can  be  prepared. 

Item,  To  Tom  Paine,  the  author  of  Common  Senfe, 
Rights  of  Man,  Age  of  Reafon,  and  a  Letter  to 
General  Wafhington,  I  bequeath  a  ftrong  hempen 
collar,  as  the  only  legacy  I  can  think  of  that  is 
worthy  of  him,  as  well  as  beft  adapted  to  render 
his  death  in  fome  mcafure  as  infamous  as  his  life: 
and  I  do  hereby  direct  and  order  my  executors  to 
fend  it  to  him  by  the  firfl  fafe  conveyance,  with 
rny  compliments,  and  requefl  that  he  would 
make  ufe  of  it  without  delay,  that  the  national 
razor  may  not  be  difgraced  by  the  head  of  fuch  a 
in  on fter. 

Item,  To  the  gaunt  outlandifh  orator,  vulgarly  called 
the  Political  Sinner,  who,  in  the  juft  order  of 
things,  follows  next  after  the  lafl- mentioned  le 
gatee,  I  bequeath  the  honour  of  partaking  in  his 
cataitrophe  ;  that,  in  their  deaths,  as  well  as  in 
their  lives,  all  the  world  may  exclaim,  "  See  hoiv 
rogues  hang  together  /" 

Item,  To  all  and  fmgular  the  good  people  of  thefe 
States,    1   leave  peace,    union,   abundance,   hap- 
pineis,  untarnifhed  honour,,  and  an  unconquer 
able 
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able  everlafting  hatred  to  the  French  revolution- 
ills  and  their  deftrudlive  abominable  principles. 

If  em,  To  each  of  ray  fubfcribers  I  leave  a  quill, 
hoping  that  in  their  hands  it  may  become  a  fword 
againft  every  thing  that  is  hoftile  to  the  govern 
ment  and  independence  of  their  country. 

Laftly,  To  my  three  brothers,  Paul,  Simon,  and 
Dick,  I  leave  my  whole  eft  ate,  as  well  real  as 
peribnal  (firfl  paying  the  foregoing  legacies),  to 
be  equally  divided  between  them,  fhare  and  fhare 
alike.  And  I  do  hereby  make  and  conftitute  my 
(aid  three  brothers  the  executors  of  this  my  Laft 
Will ;  to  fee  the  fame  performed,  according  to  its 
true  intent  and  meaning,  as  far  as  in  their  power 
lies.  P.  PORCUPINE. 

Wit  Defies  prefentj 
Fhilo  Fun.  1 
JackJocus.  ) 

SATURDAY,  ist  APRIL,  1797. 
A  T.rfe. — Once  upon  a  time  (no  matter  exactly 
when  or  where)  there  was  a  farmer  named  Job  a 
Blunt,  who  had  thirteen  fons ;  and  they  all  dwelt 
together  in  perfect  harmony  until  the  boys  grew  up 
to  man's  eftate.  Unhappily  for  the  old  gentleman, 
he  became  more  tenacious  of  his  authority,  juft  at 
the  period  when  the  young  men  grew  more  im 
patient  of  control ;  and  an  obilinate  temper  gave 
rife  to  frequent  difputes  between  them  about  trifles. 
£t  one  time,  as  the  (tory  goes,  they  differed  about 
the  glazing  of  fome  windows,  and  trie  painting  of  a 
new  houfe  they  had  juft  built ;  at  another,  about 
the  meaning  of  certain  words  (lamped  on  the  corner 
of  a  newfpaper ;  and,  at  laft,  they  quarrelled  irre 
concilably  about  the  preeiie  value  of  a  dilh  of  bohea 
tea.  This  feemingly  infigtiifkant  i object,  by  in 
temperate 
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temperate  behaviour  on  both  fides,,  became  the  caule 
of  their  final  reparation. 

The  young  men,  who,  before  the  difpure  hap 
pened,  had  cleared  a  large  trad:  of  woodland,  at 
ibme  di fiance  from  the  homeftead,  now  fet  up  for 
themlelves,  and  fet  their  father  at  defiance.  At  firft 
angry  meffages  parTed  between  them,  which  were 
rather  aggravated  by  the  evil-minded  flewards  of 
the  old  man ;  and  angry  words  at  length  produced 
actual  warfare.  The  father  armed  a  body  of  his 
domeflics,  and  invaded  the  new  fettlement,  where 
he  knocked  down  the  hen-roofts,  demolifhed  the 
hog- pens,  and  deflroyed  fome  other  fmall  improve 
ments;  the  young  men  feized  their  father's  cows, 
Logs,  and  horfes,  whenever  they  found  them  Gray 
ing  in  the  woods,  by  way  of  reprifal.  The  parties 
frequently  came  to  blows,  and  fome  few  lives  were 
loft.  In  this  Itate  of  affairs,  Fran^ais  Le  Singe,  a 
near  neighbour  of  John,  and  who  had  had  a  grudge 
againft  him  ever  iince  they  were  boys,  very  offi- 
ciouily  ftepped  in,  and  encouraged  the  young  men 
to  perfevere  in  their  hoftililies,  furnifhed  them  with 
weapons,  and  fent  fome  of  his  pimps  and  proftituted 
lacqueys  to  affair,  them. 

This  Monfieur  Le  Singe  *  (for  he  always  called 
himfelf  a  gentleman)  was  a  mofl  reitlefs  and  ma 
licious  fellow  ;  he  took  delight  in  fetting  his  neigh 
bours  together  by  the  ears,  and  would  fpare  neither 
pains  nor  expenfe  to  bring  it  to  bear  ;  nay,  fo  much 
pleafure  did  he  take  in  mifchief,  that  he  would 
fometimcs  aid  one  or  other  of  the  parties ;  but  in 
that  cafe  (for  he  was  2io  fool)  he  always  took  good 
care  to  make  them  pay  pretty  dearly  for  his  af- 
fiftance. 

The  unhappy  difTenlion  between  the  father  and 


*  Monkey,  in  Englifb,  I  believe, 

4  fons 
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fons  continued  for  feveral  years,  until  at  length  both 
grew  weary,  and  were  reconciled :  indeed,  the  cir- 
cumftances  of  both  parties  made  it  neceffary.  The 
parent  family  was  advanced  fartheft  in  improve 
ments,  and  manufactured  many  articles  that  were 
ufeful  to  the  fons ;  and  thefe,  on  the  other  hand, 
had  many  coarfe  materials,  fuch  as  fcantling,  ftavcs, 
and  tobacco,  that  were  wanted  by  the  father.  A 
commerce  fo  convenient  and  profitable  to  both  could 
not  fail  to  revive  the  friendfhip  and  affection  of  for 
mer  times,  and  it  very  foon  had  this  effect.  Al 
though  the  relationfhips  of  parent  and  children 
could  not  be  revived  (their  feafon  being  pail),  the 
want  of  them  was  effectually  fupplied  by  the  ties  of 
mutual  intereft  and  friendfhip  founded  on  the  folid 
baiis  of  efteem  and  confidence. 

In  this  ftate  of  things,  one  of  thofe  untoward  ac 
cidents  happened,  which  fornetimes  occur  to  diihirb 
the  peace  of  fociety.  The  family  of  Le  Singe  fell 
into  a  ftate  of  dreadful  confufion  ;  fome  of  them 
went  ftark  mad,  occasioned,  it  was  thought,  by  a 
diforder  which  they  catched  in  the  hot  weather 
while  they  were  aiding  the  fons  of  Farmer  Blunt. 
Be  that  as  it  may,  the  greater  part  of  their  fervants 
fell  upon  their  mafter,  cut  his  throat,  murdered  his 
wife  and  fitter,  poifoned  his  fon  and  heir,  and  either 
killed  or  drove  away  all  their  fellow-fervants  that 
refufed  to  join  them  :  fome  of  thefe  they  cut,  and 
liabbed,  and  hacked,  and  mangled  in  a  moft  fhock- 
ing  manner ;  they  murdered  women  in  childbed, 
Strangled  poor  little  infants,  and  others  they  ftuck. 
alive  upon  the  tops  of  their  dung-forks;  and,  in 
Ihort,  they  committed  fuch  horrid  cruelties  as  it 
makes  one's  blood  run  cold  to  think  of.  After  this, 
they  feized  their  mailer's  eft  ate,  and  not  fatisfied 
with  the  mifchief  they  had  done  at  home,  difpatched 
emiffaries  from  their  gang  to  debauch  the  fervants  of 
all  the  neighbouring  farms  :  threatening,  at  the 

fame 
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lame  time,  to  fet  fire  to  the  four  corners  of  the  pa*- 
rifh,  if  any  body  dared  to  oppofe  them.  But  to 
conceal  their  real  purpofe,  they  gave  out  that  they 
had  no  intention  to  injure  their  neighbours ;  all  the 
hypocrites  wanted,  they  faid,  was  to  reform  fome 
ancient  abufes  that  had  crept  into  the  parifh  from 
inattention.  This,  however,  did  not  quiet  the  ge 
neral  apprehenfion.  Every  body  faw  that  murder 
was  the  natural  buiinefs  of  fuch  a  banditti,  and  ex 
pected  nothing  elfe  :  they  were,  therefore,  not  airo- 
niflied  when  they  heard  that  the  refult  of  this  re 
forming  projecl  was  to  cut  off  all  the  progenitors  of 
the  parifh,  and  to  divide  their  eftates  among  the 
fervants,  refcrving  a  large  portion  of  each  for  them- 
felves.  As  far  as  they  met  with  fufficient  encourage 
ment  they  made  dreadful  innovation,  they  left  no 
thing  facred  or  civil  unchanged.  Befides  the  total 
transfer  of  property,  already  mentioned,  which  was 
the  groundwork  of  their  reformation,  they  com 
manded  that,  inftead  of  walking  on  their  feet  as 
men  had  done  ever  lince  the  days  of  Adam,  men 
and  women  too  fliould  walk  on  their  heads  ;  and 
infread  of  uniting  the  fexes  together  in  the  holy 
bond  of  wedlock,  they  ordained  that  they  fhould 
range  at  large  like  the  brutes ;  man  they  decreed 
had  no  more  foul  than  a  bull-frog,  and  that  he  was 
made  only  to  rob,  murder,  and  die ;  they  fwore 
there  was  neither  God  nor  religion,  and  they  hanged 
the  parfon  of  the  parifh  before  the  church-door  as 
an  importer.  Theie,  and  a  hundred  other  mon- 
llrous  lies  which  they  termed  philofophy,  they  en 
deavoured  to  propagate  every  where.  Some  of  their 
apoftles  found  their  way  into  John  Blunt's  family ; 
but  John  quickly  difcovered  their  manoeuvres,  and 
endeavoured  to  fruftrate  them  by  every  prudent 
precaution,  in  which  he  was  finally  fuccefsful.  This 
enraged  the  fcoundrels,  and  they  inflantly  fwore  to 
dcftroy  John  with  all  his  family — and,  indeed,  they 

left 
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kft  no  means  untried  to  accornplifh  it.  But  John 
was  a  ftrong  man,  and  as  reiblute  as  flrong,  and  by 
a  peculiar  way  of  fighting  that  he  had,  he  proved 
his  fuperiority,  not  only  by  keeping  them  off  his 
own  plantation,  but  by  taking  ibine  of  the  beft  fields 
from  them. 

In  this  rtate  of  affairs,  the  aflaflins  recollecting 
the  affiftance  that  poor  Le  Singe,  their  late  matter, 
had  given  to  Blunt's  children  when  they  quarrelled 
with  their  father,  refolved  to  apply  to  them  for  help 
to  crufh  the  old  man.  The  young  men  received 
the  meffenger ''politely,  and  acknowledged  their 
obligations  to  Le  Singe,  but  declared  that  they  hated 
fighting,  and  had  a  plenty  of  better  bufinefs  oa 
hand  :  they  would  not  affirt  their  father,  they  faid, 
nor  would  they  take  part  againft  him.  This  enraged 
the  affaffins  beyond  meafure  ;  they  facre'd  and 
foutre'd,  and  flormed  and  foamed  like  fo  many  de 
mons.  One  of  the  young  men  they  kicked  on  the 
breech,  another  they  tweaked  by  the  nofe,  and  the 
third  they  pinched  till  he  was  all  over  black  and 
blue.  ..',/, 

The  young  men  were  naturally  of  an  amiable 
peaceable  difpofition,  which,  together  with  the  eafe 
and  plenty  in  which  they  lived,  inclined  them  to  put 
up  with  a  great  number  of  injuries  and  infults. 
After  all  the  vile  conduct  of  the  treacherous  fervants, 
now  become  freebooters,  they  forbore  to  make  rcpri- 
fals  in  any  way  whatever,  anc}  even  fent  a  mefTen- 
ger  for  the  purpofe  of  accommodating  matters. 
Thefe  inftances  of  uncommon  forbearance  the  raf- 
cals  looked  upon  as  indications  of  fear  :  they  fcoffed 
at  the  poor  meffenger,  were  going  to  horiewhip 
him,  and  actually  threatened  to  give  him  up  to  the 
mercy  of  their  underftrappers.  This,  at  lafl,  roufed 
the  fpirit  of  the  young  farmers,  and  indeed  it  was 
time,  for  all  the  neighbours  began  to  call  them 
cosvards.  They  recollected  that  all  the  folks  of  Le 

VOL.  T,  p  Singe 
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Singe  were  a  defpicable  crew  ;  they  called  to  mind. 
tbe  times  when  they,  with  their  good  old  father  at 
their  head,  gave  them  fiich  a  drubbing,  that  they 
were  obliged  to  down  upon  their  marrow-bones  and 
promife  never  to  interrupt  them  again  ;  they  looked 
back  to  thofe  days  when  not  the  beft  man  in  the  pa- 
rifh  would  have  Itruck  one  of  the  young  Blunts,  or 
even  fpoke  a  faucy  word  to  him,  without  having  old 
John's  fiit  in  his  face  ;  in  ihort,  after  a  long  ilruggle 
between  pride  and  intereit,  the  father  and  ions  agreed 
to  aid  each  other  in  chaiHfing  the  violent  and  favage 
banditti.  The  ilory  does  not  fay  who  made  the  firft 
advances,  nor  is  it  much  matter ;  but  certain  it  is, 
that,  one  fine  May  morning,  juft  at  ilinrife,  each 

being  armed  with  a  good  cudgel,  out  they  Tallied, 

##*##### 

Cetera  defitnt. 

Matchlefs  Impudence. — Extra  ff  of  a  Letter  from 
Bourdeaux,  January  12. — "  We  have,  for  fome  time 
pail,  feared  a  rupture  between  France  and  the 
United  States ;  but  the  French  Government,  though 
it  fays  it  has  caufe  of  complaint  againil  the  American 
Government,  has  juit  given  affurances  that  its  inju 
ries  will  in  no  manner  affect  the  commerce  or  indi 
viduals  of  that  country." 

This  extract  was  given  in  a  morning  paper  a  few 
days  ago  :  as  it  is  fuffered  to  pals  without  comment, 
the  truth  of  its  impudent  contents  feems  to  be  ad 
mitted. — Yes,  this  is  the  language  the  French  and 
their  hirelings  will  hold.  They  will  come  by  and 
by,  and  ieize  our  vefTels  in  our  very  docks,  and  will 
itill  "  give  aflurances,"  that  they  intend  "  no  in 
jury  on  the  commerce  of  individuals/'  Never  furely 
were  the  under  ft  a  ridings  of  the  people  fo  barefacedly 
inful ted !  

Mr.  Pinckney. — The  Times  (a  London  paper)  of 
the  7th  February  confirm  the  accounts  refpecHng 

Mr. 
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Mr.  Pinckney's  having  left  Paris  for  Amtferdam ; 
but  it  does  not  fay  whether  he  has  done  this  in  con- 
fequence  of  an  order  from  the  many- headed  tyrant, 
or  not.  It  feems  pretty  well  afcertained,  that  he  re 
ceived  no  politive  orders  to  depart,  but  that  the  con 
tempt  he  met  with  from  the  under  ft  rappers  of  thofe 
in  power,  and  the  perfonal  danger  he  was  hourly 
expofed  to,  had  determined  him  to  quit  France, 
without  waiting  for  a  veflel  coming  to  this  country. 

Curious  Faff. — A  correfpondent  afTures  me,  and, 
I  believe,  from  the  beft  authority,  that  the  audience 
which  a  certain  fufpended  Minilter  lately  folicited  of 
a  great  perfonage  in  this  city  (and  which  was  granted 
him)  was  for  the  purpofe  of  demanding  that  Mr. 
Wilcocks  might  be  profecuted  for  afperfing  his  cha 
racter  and  that  of  his  Republic. — The  modefl  re- 
queft  was  anfwered  by  a  declaration,  that  the  Go 
vernment  in  this  country  could  not  interfere  in  fuch 
cafes. — Poor  devil  ! — Baffled  every  way  ! 

MONDAY,  3d  APRIL. 

TO  THE  EDITOR  OF  PORCUPINE'S  GAZETTE. 
SIR,  Baltimore-Town,  March  3Oth,  1797. 

The  enclofed  copy  of  a  letter  be  fo  good  as  to  infert 
in  your  paper :  though  addreifed  and  fent  to  Mr. 
Fennel,  the  propriety  of  inferring  it  in  the  Gazette 
will  be  evident,  I  doubt  not,  to  every  reader. 
Your  humble  fervant, 

LUTHER  MARTIN. 

(COPY.) 
MR.  FENNEL, 

By  the  late  Philadelphia  papers  I  obferve,  Sir, 
that  in  your  "  readings  and  recitations,  moral,  cri 
tical,  and  entertaining/'  among  your  other  feleelions 
you  have  ctroduced  "  The  Story  of  Logan  the 
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Mingo  Chief."  In  doing  this,  I  am  fatisfied  you 
were  not  actuated  by  a  defire  to  wound  the  feelings 
of  a  refpeclable  family  in  the  United  States,  or  oy  a 
\vifh  to  give  a  greater  publicity  to  a  groundlefs  ca 
lumny. 

You  found  that  flory  and  fpeech  in  JefFcrfon's 
Notes  on  Virginia  ;  you  found  it  related  with  fuch 
an  air  of  authenticity,  that  it  cannot  be  furprifing 
that  you  ihould  not  fufpecl:  it  to  be  a  fiction. 

But,  Sir,  philofophers  are  pretty  much  the  fame, 
from  old  Shandy,  who  in  fupport  of  a  fyftem  facriliced 
his  aunt  Dinah,  to  De  Warville  and  Condorcet, 
who  for  the  fame  purpofe  would  have  facrificed  a 
world. 

Mr.  JefFerfon  is  a  philofopher  ; — he  too  had  his 
hypothecs  to  eitablifh,  or,  what  is  much  the  fame 
thing,  he  had  the  hypothefis  of  BufTon  to  over 
throw. 

When  we  fee  him  employed  in  weighing  the  rats 
and  the  mice  of  the  two  worlds,  to  prove  that  thofe 
of  the  new  are  not  exceeded  by  thofe  of  the  old — 
when,  to  eftablifh  that  the  body  of  the  American 
favage  is  not  inferior  in  form  or  in  vigour  to  the  body 
of  an  European,  we  find  him  examining  minutely 
every  part  of  their  frame,  and  hear  him  declare  that, 
though  the  wrift  and  the  hand  of  the  former  are 
fmaller  than  thofe  parts  of  the  latter,  yet  "fes  or- 
ganes  de  la  generation  m  font  'plus  foibles  ou  plus  pe- 
tits  ;"— and  that  he  hath  not  only  as  many  hairs  on 
his  body,  but  that  the  fame  parts  which  are  produc 
tive  of  hair  in  the  one,  if  left  to  themfelves,  are 
equally  productive  of  hair  in  the  other  : — when  we 
fee  him  ib  zealous  to  eftablifh  an  equality  in  fuch 
trifles,  and  to  prove  the  body  of  his  favage  to  be 
formed  on  the  fame  modula  with  the  f(  Homo  fapiens 
Europ&us"  how  much  more  folicitous  may  we  fuppofe 
him  to  have  been  to  prove  that  the  mind  of  this  fa 
vage  was  alfo  formed  on  the  fame  modula  ? 

Than 
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Than  the  man  whom  he  has  calumniated,  he 
could  fcarcely  have  feledled  a  finer  example  to  efta- 
blifh  the  portion  that  the  human  race  in  the  weftern 
world  are  not  be  littled  in  body  or  mind;  but 
that  unfortunately  that  man  was  not  born  in  Ame 
rica. 

For  the  want  of  better  materials  he  was  obliged 
to  make  ufe  of  fuch  as  came  to  his  hands  ;  and  we 
may  reafonably  conclude,  whatever  (lory  or  fpeech 
he  could  pick  up  calculated  to  deftroy the  hypothecs 
of  Buifon,  or  to  eftablifh  his  own,  efpecially  in  fo 
important  a  point,  inftead  of  being  fcrutinized  mi 
nutely,  would  be  welcomed  with  avidity. — And  great 
and  refpeclable  as  the  authority  of  Mr.  Jefferfon 
may  bethought,  or  may  be  in  reality,  I  have  no  heii- 
tation  to  declare,  that  from  an  examination  of  the 
fubject,  I  am  convinced  the  charge  exhibited  by 
him  again  ft  Colonel  Crefap  is  not  founded  in  truth  ; 
and  alfo,  that  no  fuch  fpecimen  of  Indian  oratory 
was  ever  exhibited. 

That  fome  of  Logan's  family  were  killed  by  the 
Americans  I  doubt  not ;  whether  they  fell  the  vi6Hms 
ofjuftice,  ofmiftake,  or  of  cruelty,  refts  with  thofe 
by  whom  they  fell.  But  in  their  death  Colonel  Cre 
fap,  or  any  of  his  family,  had  no  fhare.  And  in 
lupport  of  this  aflertion  I  am  ready  to  enter  the  lifts 
with  the  author  of  the  Notes  on  Virginia. 

No  man,  who  really  knew  the  late  Colonel  Cre 
fap,  could  have  believed  the  tale.  He  was  too  brave 
to  be  perfidious  or  cruel.  He  was  a  man  of  un 
daunted  refolution  ;  a  man  of  whom  it  might  be 
faid,  with  as  much  propriety  as  I  believe  was  ever 
faid  of  man,  "  that  he  knew  not  fear." 

Courage,  hofpitality,  candour,  and  fincerity  were 
the  prominent  features  of  his  character.  Thefe  alfo 
are  the  leading  traits  in  his  defcendants. 

Immediately  after  the  peace  of  Aix-la-Chapelle  he 
cftablilhcd  himfelf  at  Old  Town,  on  the  north 
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branch  of  the  Potomac,  only  fifteen  miles  this  iide 
of  Fort  Cumberland,  and  one  hundred  and  forty 
miles  to  the  weft  ward  of  Baltimore-Town.  What 
mufl  have  been  the  lituation  of  himfelf  and  his  fa 
mily  on  fo  diftant  a  frontier,  during  the  war  which 
terminated  in  the  year  feventeen  hundred  and  fixty- 
three,  and  during  the  troubles  which  preceded  that 
\var,  may  be  eaiily  conceived  by  thofe  who  have  any 
knowledge  whatever  at  that  time  of  the  fettlements 
of  Pennfylvania,  Maryland,  and  Virginia. 

After  the  defeat  of  General  Braddock,  a  company 
railed  and  commanded  by  his  eldeft  fon,  Thomas 
Crefap,  and  in  a  great  meafure  fupplied  with  arms 
and  other  neceffaries  by  the  Colonel  himfelf,  at^ 
tacked  the  invading  favages,  and  drove  them  over 
the  mountains  ;  but  this  viclory  was  embittered 
by  the  lofs  of  their  gallant  leader  ;  he  and  one  of 
the  Indian  Chiefs  fell  by  wounds  mutually  infli6led, 
and  expired  together.  Soon  after  this  event,  Colonel 
Crefap,  and  his  then  elder!  fon,  railed  another  com 
pany,  at  their  own  expenfe,  croffed  the  mountains, 
and  defeated  the  Indians  with  coniiderable  Slaughter, 
After  ihe  inhabitants  of  that  part  of  the  country 
where  he  relided  had  generally  fle'd  from  their  houfcs, 
and  retired  to  the  neighbourhood  of  Conococheaque, 
he  remained  with  his  family  at  his  houfe  near  Olcj, 
Town,  which  he  had  furrounded  with  a  iiockade 
for  twelve  months  or  upwards.  When  at  laft  he  was 
induced  to  withdraw  from  fo  dangerous  a  fituation, 
removing  with  his  books  and  papers,  accompanied 
by  a  few  of  the  former  inhabitants,  who  had  been  in 
his  neighbourhood  collecting  their  cattle,  and  were 
driving  them  down  the  country,  he  was  attacked  by 
the  Indians  who  lay  in  ambiifh  for  him,  and  four 
of  his  party  were  killed  on  the  fpot ;  the  Indians 
were,  however,  repulfed  with  coniiderable  lofs,  and 
he  had  the  good  fortune  to  efcape  unhurt. 

That  Colonel  Crefap  and  his  family  were  fre 
quently 
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quently  and  a&ively  engaged  in  the  conflicts  which 
took  place  between  us  and  the  Indians,  is  well  known. 
That  ibme  of  the  Indians  have  fallen  by  their  hands, 
is  not  denied  ;  but  thofe  were  not  in  the  number  of 
our  friends. 

To  the  Indians  who  were  attached  to  our  caufe 
his  doors  were  ever  open.  At  his  houfe  was  their  fre 
quent  rendezvous  ;  there  often  they  met  mefTengerj 
from  the  then  governors  of  Virginia  and  Maryland  ; 
there  they  were  often  furnifhed  with  arms,  with  am 
munition,  and  with  provifions,  and  not  unfrequently 
out  of  his  own  ftores,  and  at  his  own  expenfe. 

It  was  to  thofe  favages,  who  were  employed  by 
the  French  nation  (before  it  became  our  very  good 
friend  and  ally)  to  ravage  their  frontiers  arid  butcher 
the  peaceful  inhabitants,  that  he  and  his  family  were 
terrible.  And  to  thofe  they  were  terrible,  though 
not  "  as  the  fires  of  heaven," 

But,  perhaps,  it  was  from  the  facts  which  I  have 
here  ftated  that  Mr.  JefFerfon  confidered  llimfelf  au 
thorized  to  fay  "  Colonel  Crefap  was  infamous  for  the 
many  murders  he  had  committed  on  the  much-in 
jured  Indians." — And  left  ibme  future  philofopher, 
in  fome  future  Notes  on  Virginia,  might  be  tempted 
to  call  him  alfo  "  infamous  for  his  many  murders  of 
the  much -injured'*  Britons,  may,  perhaps,  have 
been  his  motive  for  flying  with  fuch  precipitation 
from  the  feat  of  his  government,  not  many  years 
fince,  when  the  Britifh  army  invaded  that  State. 

As  to  Logan  ; — lightly  would  I  tread  over  the 
grave  even  of  the  un-tutored  favage  ;  but  justice  obliges 
me  to  fay,  I  am  well  allured  that  the  Logan  of  the 
wildernefs — the  real  Logan  of  nature — had  but  little, 
if  any  more  likenefs  to  the  ficlitious  Logan  of  Jerrer* 
fon's  Notes,  than  the  brutified  Caffree  of  Africa  to 
the  enlightened  philofopher  of  Montecello. 

In  what  wildernefs  Mr.  JefFerfon  culled  this  fair 
flower  of  aboriginal  eloquence  ;  whether  he  has  pre- 
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fcrvcd  it  in  the  fame  ftate  in  which  he  found  it,  or,  by 
tranfplanting  it  into  a  more  genial  toil,  and  expofing 
it  to  a  kinder  fun,  he  has  given  it  the  embellifhments 
of  cultivation,  1  know  not. 

There  are  many  philofophers  fo  very  fond  of  repre- 
fenting  favage  nature  in  the  moil  amiable  and  moft 
exalted  point  of  view,  that  we  feel  ourfelves  lefs  fur- 
prifed  when  we  fee  them  become  favages  themfelves. 
To  fome  one  of  this  clafs  of  philofophers,  I  doubt 
not  it  owes  its  exigence. 

Yet,  but  for  Jefferfon,  Cf  it  would  have  breathed 
Its  poifons  in  the  defert  air." — Whatever  was  the 
foil  in  which  it  fir  ft  fprung  up,  it  foon  would  have 
withered  and  died  unnoticed  or  forgotten,  had  not 
he  preferved  it  in  his  collection.  From  thence  the 
authors  .pf  the  Annual  Regifter  have  given  their 
readers  a  drawing  as  large  as  nature.  The  Rev. 
Mr.  Morfe  in  his  Geography,  and  Mr.  Lendrum  in 
his  Hiftory  of  the  American  Revolution,  have  fol 
lowed  their  example  ;  and  you.  Sir,  are  now  in- 
creaiing  its  celebrity  by  exhibiting  it  to  thronging 
fpeclators,  with  all  its  colouring  retouched  and 
heightened  by  the  flowing  pencil  of  a  malter. 

Do  you  alk  me  how  I  am  interefred  in  this  fub- 
jec~t  ?  I  anfwer,  the  daughter  of  Michael  Crefap 
was  the  mother  of  my  children.  I  am  influenced 
alfo  by  another  motive  not  lefs  powerful.  My  much- 
lamented  and  worthy  relation,  who  died  on  the  ex 
pedition  againft  the  weftern  infurgents,  bequeated 
to  me  as  a  facred  truft,  what,  had  he  lived,  he  in 
tended  to  have  performed  himfelf,  to  refcue  his  fa 
mily  from  this  unmerited  opprobrium. 

Do  you  afk  me,  why  have  I  fo  long  neglected  this 
duty  r  I  anfwer,  becaufe  for  a  long  time  pail  every 
feeling  of  my  mind  has  been  too  much  engrafted 
by  thr  lolicitude,  though  an  unavailing  folicitude, 
of  prelcrving  the  valuable  life  of  one  of  that  family, 
to  attend  to  any  objects  which  could  bear  a  poft- 

ponement. 


APRIL,   1797.  217 

jxniement.  The  fhock  is  now  pafL  I  begin  to 
recall  my  fcattered  thoughts  to  other  fubjecls  ;  and 
finding  the  ftory  of  Logan  in  the  catalogue  of 
your  readings,  it  initantly  brought  me  to  the  recol- 
leclion  of  a  duty,  which  I  have  haflened  thus  far  to 
fulfil. 

And  now,  Sir,  to  conclude :  I  arrogate  to  myfclf 
no  authority  of  prohibiting  the  flory  and  fpeech  of 
Logan  from  being  continued  in  your  readings  and 
recitations  ;  this  I  fubmit  to  your  fentiments  of  pro 
priety  and  juflice  ;  but  from  thofe  fentiments  I  cer 
tainly  have  a  right  to  expecl,  that,  on  its  conclufion, 
you  will  inform  your  hearers,  it  is  at  beft  but  the 
ingenious  ficlion  of  fome  philofophic  brain ;  and 
when  hereafter  you  oblige  an  audience  with  that 
fiory  and  fpeech,  that  with  the  poifon  you  will  dif- 
penfe  the  antidote,  and  by  reading  to  them  this 
letter,  alfo  oblige  your  very  humble  fervant, 

March  29,   1797.  LUTHER  MARTIN. 

To  Mr.  James  Fennel. 

*,£*  Mr.  Martin  will  be  obliged  to  the  different 
printers  of  the  United  States  to  infert  the  foregoing 
copy  in  their  refpeclive  papers. 

MR.  PORCUPINE, 

A  writer  in  your  paper  of  Saturday  lafl  has  at 
tacked  the  doclrines  of  Mercator  by  calling  him  an 
ufurer,  which  is  falfe,  hoping  thereby  to  prepoffefs 
his  own  readers,  which  is  unmanly.  As  to  Merca- 
tor's  being  a  lame  hand,  I  fcarcely  underiland 
the  Irifhifm;  but  if  we  are  to  judge  from  the  fre 
quent  hobbling  of  the  faid  writer,  we  ought  to  fup- 
pofe  him  a  lame  fubjecl:  indeed,  and  one  that  the 
ufurers  can  give  a  pretty  good  account  of.  If,  in 
his  fubfequent  numbers,  he  fhould  contribute  to 
diffolve  the  mifchievous  monopoly  which  the  money 
lenders  in  Philadelphia  and  other  places  poilefs,  he 

will 
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will  fo  far  promote  what  appears  to  me  to  be  JVlerca-= 
tor's  wilhes. 

Saturday  Evening.  A  BYSTANDER. 


TUESDAY,  4th  APRIL. 

.Admiral  Jervis  leats  the  Sfamjh  Fleet. — By  the 
brig  Sophia,  Captain  O'Brien,  arrived  in  this  port 
laft  Saturday,  from  Lifbon,  after  a  pafTage  of  forty 
days,  the  following  mofl  pleafing  intelligence  is 
received. 

On  the  1 7th  of  February,  the  Britifh  Admiral, 
Sir  John  Jervis,  with  fifteen  fhips  of  the  line  and  a 
proportionate  number  of  frigates,  fell  in  with  the 
Spanifh  fleet,  of  twenty  fhips  of  the  line  and  as 
many  frigates,  off  Cape  St.  Vincent.  Notwith- 
itanding  his  vaft  inferiority  of  force,  the  Britifh 
Admiral  engaged  the  Dons,  captured  four  fhips  of 
the  line  (two  of  which  are  three-deckers),  and  funk 
another  three-decker,  vfuppofed  to  be  the  Admiral's 
ihip,  the  Trinidada  of  120  guns. 

Fifteen  fhips  againft  twenty,  had  they  all  been  in 
equally  good  condition,  would  have  rendered  this 
vi61ory  a  moft  glorious  one ;  but,  befides  this  great 
difference  as  to  numbers,  two  of  the  Englifh  ihips, 
the  Culloden  and  the  Coloffus,  were  incapable  of 
being  brought  into  action,  being  difabled  by  failing 
foul  of  each  other  a  few  days  before. 

At  the  date  of  this  intelligence  (i9th  February) 
the  Britim  Admiral,  with  his  prizes,  was  at  anchor 
in  Lagos  Bay,  not  fardifiant  from  Cape  St.  Vincent. 
A  divifion  of  his  fleet  was  left  in  chafe  of  feveral 
fcattered  fhips  of  the  enemy,  and,  from  the  Liibon 
accounts, 'there  was  good  reafon  to  hope  that  they 
would  come  up  with  them. 

This  was  the  Spanifh  fleet  that  was  "  to  clear 
the  Mediterranean  fea  of  the  infolent  Englifh." 

Alas  I 
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Alas  !  how  many  times  have  we  been  duped  ! 
Ho\v  many  times  the  lans-culotte  papers  of  Ame 
rica  have  promifed  us  the  deftruclion  of  John  Bull  ! 
How  invariably  events  have  given  the  lie  to  their 
predictions  !  Their  difappointment  can  be  equalled 
by  nothing  but  their  perfeverance  in  malice. 

I  have  obferved  too,  how  grudgingly  the  account 
of  this  victory  is  given  by  fome  of  my  brother  newf- 
mongers.  It  mutt  be  well  remembered,  that  while 
the  election  for  President  was  going  on,  a  report 
was  circulated  through  the  Union,  that  this  fame 
Admiral  Jervis,  with  fome  victorious  fleet,  had  been 
engaged  by  the  French  and  Spaniards,  and  that  his 
whole  fleet  was  taken.  This  was  "  important  in 
telligence,"  in  all  the  papers  ;  and  the  Philadelphia, 
whilome  the  Federal,  Gazette,  did  "  not  heiirate 
to  declare  it  of  the  greater!:  importance  to  humanity 
of  any  thing  that  had  happened  for  many  years." 
But,  now  that  the  victory  is  on  the  other  fide,  it  is 
of  no  importance  at  all  ;  it  is  nothing  worth  retail 
ing.  Something  is  faid  about  it,  to  be  lure,  jufl  to 
fwear  by;  but  uncommon  care  is  taken,  that>  if 
poflible,  it  Ihall  not  catch  the  eye. 


Commiffioners  arrive  in  the  Squirrel.  —  Yefter- 
day  arrived  in  this  river,  and  anchored  oppofite  the 
Ship-yard,  in  Southwark,  his  Britannic  Majefty's 
fhip  of  war  the  Squirrel,  commanded  by  Temple 
Hardy,  Efq.  This  ihip  has  brought  out  Mr.  Mac^ 
donald  and  Mr.  Rich,  the  Commiflioners  on  the 
part  of  Great  Britain,  for  fettling  the  claims  of 
Britifh  fubjects,  under  the  iixth  article  of  the  treaty 
of  amity,  commerce,  and  navigation,  concluded  in 
1794.  The  Squirrel  left  Yarmouth  roads  on  the 
1  8th  February.  _ 

Real  Source  of  French  Hoftility.  —  Nothing  has  fur- 
prifed  me  more  than  to  hear  men  of  real  good  fenle 

attribute 
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attribute  all  the  hoilile  acls  of  France  againft  the 
United  States,  their  fpoliations  of  our  trade,  their 
infults  to  our  government,  and  their  late  barbarian 
conduct  towards  Mr.  Pinckney,  to  the  deceptions 
and  encouragement  of  an  American  faction.  This 
appears  to  me  to  be  the  fetting  up  for  a  caufe,  what 
has  only  been  an  effect.  As  malicious  as  this  party- 
has  proved  itfelf  on  various  occaiions,  I  believe  the 
number  and  the  importance  of  thofe  is  very  trifling 
indeed,  who  would  volunteer  their  fervices  to  dif- 
honour  and  opprefs  their  own  country.  The  evil 
did  not  originate  with  them,  but  in  the  deep-laid. 
Inveterate  policy  of  France ;  her  ambition,  intrigues, 
arid  corruption,  are  more  to  be  dreaded  and  exe 
crated  too,  than  all  the  democrats  in  America. 

We  know  that  it  has  been  the  uniform  practice  of 
this  nation,  under  its  ancient  regimen,  as  it  is  now 
under  its  tyrannic  ufurpers,  to  afpire  at  a  fupreme 
influence  in  every  ftate,  where  it  has  had  a  minifter ; 
and  where  it  could  not  work  on  the  government,  to 
foment  divilions  and  cherifh  malcontents  againft  it. 
To  divide  and  govern,  is  the  grand  arcanum  of 
French  politics,  with  refpect  to  all  foreign  nations  ; 
and  with  this  iingle  inftrument  they  have  achieved 
greater  conqueiis,  and  done  infinitely  more  mif- 
chief,  than  by  their  armies. 

With  refped  to  the  United  States  of  America, 
this  will  appear  clear  enough,  by  a  little  attention 
to  facts  and  dates.  In  the  fiimmer  of  1793,  Citizen 
Genet,  a  difciple  of  Briffot  (who  was  the  father  of 
clubs  and  infurreclions),  landed  in  South  Carolina. 
He  did  not  know  then  how  he  would  be  received  by 
the  Executive,  and,  indeed,  he  behaved  as  if  he 
did  not  care  any  thing  about  it ;  for  as  foon  as  he 
had  let  his  foot  on  fhore,  which  was  at  a  port  fix 
hundred  miles  from  the  feat  of  government,  he 
began  his  rniniftry  with  all  the  arrogance  of  a  pro- 
conful  in  a  conquered  province.  Some  of  his  dipkn 
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iflatic  acts  were  to  iffue  commiffions  of  war,  by  fea 
and  land,  again  ft  the  enemies  of  France ;  to 
eftablifh  a  confular  jurifdiction  for  the  trial  of 
prizes,  and  to  fit  out  privateers ;  in  Short,  he  took 
poSTeffion  of  all  our  ports,  and  of  all  our  country, 
with  as  little  ceremony  as  if  it  had  been  a  depart 
ment  of  France,  or  one  of  its  difiant  territories. 
.But  as  he  was  fenfible  this  could  not  be  Supported 
long  againfl  the  will  of  the  government,  and  peo 
ple  too,  he  began  to  organize  an  holy  infurreclion. 
againft  the  former,  by  instituting  clubs  among 
the  latter,  after  the  manner  of  the  Jacobin  focieties 
in  France.  He  knew  what  mighty  things  his  friend 
BriSTot  had  achieved  by  the  means  of  clubs  in  that 
wretched  country,  and  he  expected  by  a  like  mftru- 
ment  to  overturn  or  govern  the  United  States. 

As  foon  as  his  conduct  was  relented  by  the  Ame 
rican  Government,  as  it  furely  would  have  been, 
even  by  a  Republic  of  Geneva,  or  St.  Marino,  the 
audacious  Minister  hurled  defiance  in  the  President's 
teeth,  and  appealed  to  the  people,  or  rather  to 
thofe  firebrand  clubs  which  he  had  planted  among 
them  :  but  happily  he  opened  too  foon  ;  thefe  clubs 
were  not  ready  to  co-operate  with  him  ;  they  had 
not  had  time  enough  to  fpread  their  deftructive 
flames  through  the  country,  and  the  exploiion  ended 
quickly  in  a  few  Slinking  Squibs  and  crackers.  Hav 
ing  failed  in  this  attempt,  the  divan  pretended  to 
condemn  Genet's  conduct,  and  recalled  him ;  but 
he  had  too  much  wit  to  obey  them  ;  for  although 
he  had  conformed  Scrupulously  to  the  defign  and 
fpirit  of  their  initrudions,  he  knew  they  might  take 
his  head  off,  for  not  managing  with  more  addreis. 
With  them,  as  with  the  favage  Spartans,  it  was  no 
crime  to  rob  or  Steal,  but  to  be  detected  in  the  at 
tempt  they  never  pardoned. 

Genet   was  Succeeded   by  the  ConfefTor  Jofeph. 

This  man  executed  his  orders  with  more  art  and 

fecrecy ;  and  had  it  not  been  for  the  want  of  the 

4  means 
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means  of  corruption,  he  might  have  done  more 
mifchief.  ft  was  fortunate  for  the  United  States  that 
the  Confeffbr's  purfe  was  empty,  and  his  intrigues 
with  the  flour-merchants  expofed  hy  the  capture  of 
his  ciiipatches ;  otherwife,  God  knows  how  many 
more  infurgents  he  might  have  armed  again  ft  the 
government,  or  where  his  intrigues  would  have 
ended.  They  failed,  and  Jofeph  was  recalled :  I 
never  knew  for  what  reafon,  unlefs  it  was  merely 
to  make  room  for  fome  favourite  of  the  party  who 
had  guillotined  his  mafrer  Robefpierre. 

The  next  and  laft  diplomatic  emiffary  was  Pierre 
Antoine  Adet,  the  prefent  ex-minifler.  He  was 
called  a  moderate  being,  fent  out  by  the  ruling 
party  in  France,  that  was  diflinguimed  by  that 
name,  in  oppofition  to  their  predeceffors,  the  Ter- 
rorifts.  How  far  Peter  Anthony's  conduct,  which 
is  frefh  in  the  memory  of  all,  correfponded  with  the 
reft,  I  leave  all  to  judge :  one  thing  is  clear,  the 
latter  part  of  his  miniflration  has  been  managed 
with  a  fettled  delign  to  diffolve  the  connexion  of 
this  country  with  France,  otherwife  he  would  never 
have  fuelled  his  lifts  of  complaints,  by  criminating 
the  poor  almanack-makers,  for  placing  the  name 
Great  Britain  before  that  of  France,  or  the  Preli- 
dent  for  not  hoifting  the  Gallic  ftandard  in  Con- 
grefs  Hall.  Thefe  are  puerilities  without  example  ; 
they  even  furpafs  the  King  of  Spain's  laft  declara 
tion  of  war  again  ft  the  King  of  Great  Britain,  and 
feem  defigned  for  a  fimilar  -manifefto. 

Thus  we  fee,  that  whoever  rules  in  France,  whe 
ther  BriiTbtines,  Terrorifts,  or  Moderates,  their 
fyftem  of  con  duel:  towards  the  United  States  is 
uniform  and  iteady.  We  mufl  either  agree  to  be 
governed  by  a  French  Minitter,  and  conform  at  all 
times  to  her  ambitious  and  turbulent  politics,  or 
incur  her  difpleafure :  an  honefl  neutrality  fhe  will 
not  fuffer,  any  more  than  fhe  will  bear  a  rival, 
She  afpires  at  holding  the  balance  of  Europe  in  her 

.    hands, 
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hands,  and  this  fhe  knows  cannot  be  effected,  but 
by  destroying  the  trade  of  Great  Britain,  and  giving 
the  law  in  America.  As  to  thofe  miferable  beings 
whom  fhe  has  raifed  and  paid  for  bellowing  in  beer- 
houfes,  at  town-meetings,  and  in  fenates,  they  will 
all  become  perfectly  harmlefs,  and  moft  of  them 
good  citizens,  when  we  have  once  got  rid  of  this 
domineering  republic.  Providence  has  thrown  one 
more  opportunity  in  our  way,  riot  only  without  our 
fceking,  but  in  direcl:  oppoiition  to  our  foolifh  pre 
judices  ;  to  get  rid  of  an  alliance  which  neither  God, 
nor  nature,  nor  interefr,  nor  policy  ever  formed  for 
this  country.  If  after  frowning,  robbing,  and  in 
tuiting  us  to  long  as  fhe  has  done  without  any  pro 
vocation  on  our  part,  fhe  fhould  once  more  turn 
about  with  one  of  thofe  deceitful  fmiles  which  fhe 
has  always  at  command ;  fliould  fhe  even  prosnifc 
cornpenfation  for  the  plunder  ihe  has  taken,  and  en 
gage  to  offend  in  like  fort  no  more,  let  us  not  for- 
get  that  fhe  ftill  is  France,  artful,  perfidious  France, 
and  only  waits  another  opportunity  to  aim  a  furer 
blow  : — and  that,  when  fhe  has  planted  her  ban 
ners  on  our  borders,  as  well  as  fpread  her  poiibn 
wider  within  our  boibm,  the  irruption  will  be  ten 
fold  more  dangerous.  Y. 


WEDNESDAY,  5lh  APRIL. 

Bompard,  -and  Crew. — Some  unpleafant, 
not  to  fay  diigraceful,  circumftances  that  have 
taken  place  with  refpeclt  to  the  military  reception  of 
his  Britannic  Majelty's  frigate  the  Squirrel,  natu 
rally  lead  us  to  look  back  to  the  fans-culotte  days  of 
1793,  when  a  French  frigate,  newly  decked  with 
the  infignia  of  rebellion  and  murder,  entered  the 
port  of  Philadelphia.  The  reader,  if  he  was  in 
America  at  that  time,  will  perceive  that  lam  about 
to  fpeak  of  the  Embufcade  of  ridiculous  and  black- 

2  guard 
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guard  memory.  She  came  flow!)  up  the  Delaware^ 
hanging  out  her  infamous  rag,  and  firing  her  cannon 
to  every  group  of  fans-culottes  that  could  approach 
near  enough  to  give  her  the  fraternal  huzza  :  at  laft 
up  fhe  came  to  the  city.  Then  it  was  that  you  might 
have  been  diverted,  if  frenchified  folly,  vanity,  inde 
cency,  and  fwinifhnefs  can  afford  diverlion.  Happy 
was  the  man  who  could  get  a  fland  in  a  wood-boat, 
on  a  plank  or  a  bowfprit.  The  Governor  of  Penn- 
fylvania  (who,  God  knows,  is  not  the  moft  difcreet 
or  leaft  ridiculous  of  mortals  at  the  befl  of  times) 
feemed  absolutely  bereft  of  his  reafon.  In  fact  his 
Excellency  looked  jufl  like  a  fellow  flaring  drunk; 
\vhether  with  joy,  or  with  grog,  or  with  raw  rum,  I 
do  not  pretend  to  fay,  but  he  really  went  on  like  a 
bedlamite.  The  inflant  the  charming  Embufcade 
appeared  in  fight,  out  he  drew  his  fhining  blade,  as 
valiantly  as  he  could  have  drawn  on  the  Bank.  Not 
a  moment's  time  was  lofl  in  faluting.  The  cannon 
were  drawn  down  to  the  foot  of  Market- ftreet,  where 
they  ftood  ready  to  difchargethe  fulphurof  fraternity ; 
which  was  done  amidfi  the  reiterated  ihouts  of  the 
arTembled  majefly  of  the  people,  or  at  leaft  that  frac 
tion  of  it  that  was  then  on  and  about  the  wharfs. 

While  all  this  was  going  forward  in  the  field,  the 
cabinet  of  nevvfmongers  was  not  idle,  you  may  de 
pend.  When  the  mad  dog  of  fadlious  folly  runs 
through  the  ftreets,  they  feldom  go  unbit.  To  re 
peat  a  millionth  part  of  their  filly  remarks,  their  nau- 
feouily  patriotic  Tenti merits,  would  be  to  repeat  a 
dole  that  now  almort  poifons  one  but  to  think  of. 
Our  fiomachs  were  ftronger  in  1793?  than  they  are 
in  1797,  particularly  fince  the  game  of  French 
piracy  and  plunder  began. 

A  defcription  of  this  fans-culotte  velTel,  as  given 
by  poor  Bache,  who  was  then  in  his  glory,  may  not 
be  amifs. 

«  She 
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**  She  is  ornamented/'  fays  he>  cc  with  ,  many  re- 
**  publican  emblems.  Her  head  and  figure  on  the 
cc  Hern,  are  caps  of  liberty.  The  fore-maft  is  alfo 
<c  crowned  with  the  liberty-cap.  On  the  feveral 
*c  round-tops  are  the  following  infcriptions  : 

"  Of  the  mizen  mafL 

["  Tranflated,] 
<c  We  are  armed  to  defend  the  Rights  of  Man  !" 

"  Main-mad. 
*c  Freemen  /  we  are  your  brothers  and  friends" 

"  Fore-maft. 

"  Enemies  of  'Equality  ',  relinqwjh  your  principles,  or 
tremble  /" 

<f  Citizen  Bompard,  comrhander  of  the  Embuf- 
"  cade,  gave  a  dinner  to  the  Governor  of  Pennfylva- 
<c  nia,  the  Minifter  of  the  French  Republic,  and  fome 
<c  other  citizens,  on  board  the  frigate.  After  dinner 
<c  feveral  fongs  fuited  to  the  occasion  were  fung 
*(  with  great  effecl:,  and  the  following  toafls  drank: 

<(  The  American  and  French  republics  —  may  they 
<c  for  ever  be  united  !"  (A  falute  of  twenty-one 
"  guns.) 

"  Tbe  Rights  of  Man  —  may  they  become  univer- 
"fallaw!" 

"  The  republican  fair  fex"  —  (that  is  to  fay,  the 
«  fifli-fags.). 

<c  The  frigate  Embufcade"  —  (a  volunteer  by  the 
<c  Governor  of  Pennfylvania. 

"  As  the  American  citizens  were  preparing  to 
"  leave  the  frigate.  Citizen  Dupont,  the  boatfvvain, 
"  addreffed  them  in  the  name  of  his  mefTmates,  in 

a  fpeech  replete  with  patriotic  fentiments,  prefTed 

with  feeling.   The  Governor  made  an  appropriate 

reply/' 

This  fcene  puts  one  in  mind  of  Congreve's  defcrip- 
tion  of  a  Countefs  drinking  gin  in  a  cellar  with  a 

VOL.  v.  ft  hackney* 


*c 
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hackney-e6achman.  Not  that  I  would  infinuate, 
that  Citizen  Dupont,  or  any  of  his  meifmates, 
were  blackguards  any  more  than  his  Excellency, 
or  pofleffed  of  lefs  fentiment,  "  preifed  with  feel- 
"  ing."  I  dare  fay  that  they  were  very  well  met, 
and  if  they  continued  together  to  this  day  it  might 
have  been  a  lucky  thing  for  us.  From  my  foul  I  do 
not  think  we  fhould  have  been  worfled  if  one  of  Ci 
tizen  Dupont's  meffmates  had  become  head  hog  at 
trough  in  poor  Pennfylvania. 

Clfpadanian  Republic. — I  preferve  the  following 
article  to  be  read  when  it  will  only  excite  ridi 
cule. 

PROCLAMATION. 

The  Congrefs  of  Cijpadana,  to  the   People  of  Bologna > 
Ferrara,  Modena9  and  Reggio. 

Reggio,  1 6  Nivofe,  firfr  year  of  the  Republic  of 
Cifpadana,  one  and  indivilible,  Dec.  30,  1796 
(old  flyle). 

The  firft  ftone  of  the  foundation  of  your  infant  li 
berty  was  laid  in  the  Congrefs  held  at  Modena  lafl 
Oclober,  thanks  to  the  invincible  French  nation, 
which  not  only  was  fo  generous  as  to  reftore  to  you 
your  natural  rights,  but  alfo  to  enable  you  to  exer- 
cife  them  in  order  to  fecure  your  future  exigence.  It 
•was  in  this  view  you  formed  the  bonds  of  a  friendly 
confederation  which  nothing  could  untie  :  you  alfo 
wifhed  for  the  means  of  drawing  thofe  bonds  ftill 
clofer,  in  order  that  the  ftru&ure,  once  begun,  might 
rife  great  and  majeftic.  In  fine,  you  called  us  to  the 
Congrefs  of  Reggio,  and  we,  ftrong  in  your  com 
mands,  were  proud  of  being  able  and  authorized  to 
give  our  concurrence  to  an  enterprite  worthy  of  the 
honour  of  Italy,  and  which  will  be  the  admiration  of 


future  ages, 


Citizens, 
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Citizens,  the  Congrefs  is  eager  to  inform  you,  that 
your  wifhes  are  fulfilled,  and  that  you  are  hence 
forth  but  one  people,  or  rather  one  family.  The 
following  is  the  tenour  of  the  retbltition  : 

"  A  motion  having  been  made  in  the  Congrefs  to 
form  the  four  nations  into  a  republic,  one  and  indi- 
vilible,  in  every  refpedl  fo  conitructed  that  the  four 
nations  may  only  form  one  people,  one  lingle  fa 
mily  : 

"  The  Congrefs  having  put  this  motion  to  the  vote 
"  with  each  nation,  they  have  all  accepted  it." 

The  people  of  Reggio  were  witnefs  of  the  publica 
tion  of  this  decree,  in  the  fame  manner  as  we  were 
witnefs  of  their  joy.  Our  brave  brethren,  who  came 
from  the  Tranfpadanian  region,  to  fraternize  with  us, 
took  part  in  the  univerfal  joy.  May  they  imitate 
us,  fince  we  ardently  wiih  it,  and  may  they  form  fo 
clofe  an  alliance  with  our  republic,  that  tyranny  may 
henceforth  lofe  all  hopes  of  again  enflaving  Italy  ! 

It  feems  as  if  fomething  would  have  been  deficient 
in  the  general  enthufiafm,  had  not  our  invincible  de 
liverers  been  prefent  at  fo  folemn  an  acl. 

Citizen  Marmont,  fent  expreflly  by  the  Commander 
in  Chief  to  watch  over  the  fafety  and  liberty  of  our 
union,  affitted  at  the  Congrefs,  and  favv  in  us,  and 
the  whole  people  affembled,  brothers  not  unworthy 
of  the  love  of  his  generous  nation.  He  took  it  upon 
him  to  give  an  account  of  this  glorious  event  to  the 
Commander  in  Chief.  We  could  have  wifhed  you  all 
to  have  been  prefent  at  that  happy  moment,  certain 
that  your  joy  would  have  joined  in  unifon  with  that 
of  your  brothers ;  but  if  diftance  of  place  deprived 
us  of  this  double  joy,  we  m^kf  you  amends  for  it, 
by  imparting  to  you  that  glorious  event  before  your 
delegates  return  again  to  their  country.  People  of 
the  republic  of  Cifpadana,  the  great  epoch  is  already 
marked.  Reject  far  from  you  all  ancient  quarrels, 
and  that  rivalfhip  which  was  fomented  by  ambi 
tion  and  defpotifm.  Liberty,  equality,  virtue,  let 

a  z  thefe 
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thefe  be  your  mottos.  The  powerful  republic  which 
has  invited  to  the  great  work  of  liberty,  will  protect 
you,  doubt  it  not,  with  all  her  forces.  Slavery  is 
flying  from  thefe  countries.  The  tyrants  to  whom 
you  were  an  object  of  derifion,  fhudder  and  turn 
pale.  The  eyes  of  the  whole  world  are  fixed  upon 
you,  and  Italy  anxioufly  expects  that  you  will  reflore 
to  her  that  pritfine  fplendour  which  made  her  oace 
refpected  by  all  nations. 

(Signed)  C.  FACCI,  Prefident. 

PlSTORINI, 

MACCHI, 

LAMBERTI, 
LEONELLI, 

SIR,  Philadelphia  9  April  yd,  1797* 

I  delay  not  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your 
letter  by  this  day's  pofl,  a  copy  of  which  I  oblerve 
publifhed  in  Porcupine's  Gazette  ;  but  I  hope  I  fhall 
be  excufed  for  replying  only  to  that  part  of  it  in 
which  I  am  immediately  concerned. 

I  beg  leave  to  affure  you.  Sir,  that  I  had  no  view 
in  felecling  faejpeech  of  Logan  the  Mingo  chief  for 
recitation,  but  that  of  offering  a  fpecimen  of  natural 
eloquence  as  an  exemplification  of  remarks  which  I 
had  formerly  made  while  treating  on  the  fubject  of 
oratory. 

I  had  no  view  in  reading  theory  of  Logan, 
but  that  of  offering  a  neceffary  introduction  to  his 
ipeech. 

I  was  ignorant  of  the  probability  of  wounding  the 
feelings  of  any  individual,  and  have  only  to  regret 
that  I  have  involuntarily  given  pain,  of  which  I  fhall 
be  very  careful  to  avoid  a  repetition. 
I  am)  Sir,   with  refpect, 

Your  very  humble  fervant, 

JAMES  FEN  NELL. 
Luther  Martin,  Efq.  Baltimore. 

French 
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French  Marriages. — Citizen  Finot,  president  of  the 
provincial  adminiftration  of  this  department,  for 
merly  a  buffer  at  Avrolles,  and  afterwards  a  member 
of  the  National  Convention,  has  found  the  means  of 
multiplying,  by  a  fingle  alliance  (not  indeed  a  very 
common  one),  his  kindred  and  family  connexions. 

He  married,  as  his  firft  wife,  the  female  citizen 
Baubet,  widow  of  Role,  by  whom  fhe  had  a  daugh* 
ter,  now  living,  named  Mary  Ann  Rofe. 

The  President  Finot  had  by  this  widow  another 
daughter,  who  is  allb  (till  living. 

His  wife  died,  and  on  the  i 4th  of  January  laft 
he  married  his  daughter-in-law  Mary  Ann  Rofe. 

The  confequence  of  this  marriage  is,  that  the  Pre- 
lident  becomes  the  Ibn-in-law  of  his  firfl  wife,  the 
father-in  law  ot  his  fecond  wife,  and  the  brother-in- 
law  of  his  own  daughter. 

Madame  Finot  becomes  the  mother-in-law  of  her 
fifter. 

If  Madame  Finot  contributes  any  little  Finots  to 
the  republic,  Monf.  Finot  will  be  both  their  father 
and  grandfather,  and  the  firfl  Mifs  Finot  will  be 
their  aunt  and  fifter. 

By  the  law  on  the  fubjefl  of  marriage,  of  the  20th 
September  1792,  article  1 1,  fe&ion  i.  title  4th,  mar 
riage  is  prohibited  between  natural  and  legitimate 
relations  in  the  direct  line,  between  perfons  allied  tp 
each  other  in  this  line,  between  brothers  and  lifters. 

Madame  Tallien, — On  account  of  fome  domefiic  al 
tercation  between  the  former  lady  and  her  hulband, 
fhe  lately  forfook  him  for  the  more  convivial  fociety 
of  Citizen  Barras,  one  of  the  prefent  Directory.  The 
latter,  however,  foon  getting  tired  of  his  conqueft, 
quittedher,  inreturn,  forMademoifelleContat,  of  the 
TheatreFran^ois,  which  preference  had  nearly  coil  the 
other  her  life;  for  Madame  Tallien  was  fo  much  en 
raged  anddifappointed,  that  fhe  Challenged  her  rival  to 

a  3  meet 
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meet  her  w'th  piftols  in  the  Bois  de  ;^  >ulogne.  They 
actually  met,  and  fired  twice  each,  when  ihe  female 
ducllilts  became  at  length  fo  much  alarmed  and  inti- 
mida'ed,  that  their  femmes  de  chambre,  who  ailed 
as  fcconds,  were  obliged  to  carry  them  off  the  field. 

Paris  PaftlmeSj  and  Barraf's  Ball. — Extract  of  a 
letter  from  Paris,  December  6,  1796.  Barras  gave  a 
ball  fome  few  nights  ago;  fuch'a  ball  you  can  have. 
no  idea  of.  Several  of  your  acquaintances  were 

there  as  well  as  myfelf.     La  C danced  the  whole 

evening  with  the  fon  of  De  V———,  who  afTaf- 
finated  her  hufband,  her  father,  and  her  brother. 

La  de  G —  jumped  about  with  M — t,  who  pur- 

'chafed,  and  now  occupies,  the  hotel  of  the  Marquis 

de  G — -,  her  emigrant  hufband  ;  and  no  one 

could  be  more  tbciablethan  Lade  la  C was  with 

p ,  who   attempted  to  poifon  her,  and  caufed 

htr  hufband  and  feven  of  his  neareft  relations  to  be 
guillotined.  I  fhould  never  have  done  were  I  to 
attempt  a  recital  of  all  the  little  circumftances  that 
fo  (Irongly  mark  our  national  and  republican  charac 
ter.  As  I  only  went  to  this  place  to  avoid  the  fufpi- 
cion  of  their  republican  majefties,  I  left  the  rooms  at 
"an  e  irly  hour.  As  1  came  away,  I  faw  the  citizens 
d'-mdtics  of  the  citizen  king  Barras,  occupied  in 
ftriowing  the  relics  of  the  dinner  through  the  win 
dows  to  citizen  mob,  our  foverergn,  who  were  fight 
ing  in  the  ilreet  for  the  purpofe  of  prolonging  their 
wretched  exigence,  amidil  the  rigours  of  winter,  for 
a  few  hours  longer ;  fwcaring  at  the  fame  time  at 
Barras  and  the  whole  directorial  crew.  Juft  by,  in 
front  of  a  public  houfe,  in  the  Rue  Vangirard,  I  faw 
three  dead  bodies  naked  in  a  cart,  the  ufual  coffin  of 
tha  French  republicans.  Thefe  were  wretched 
ft  ate  creditors,  M.  le  Comte  de  R •,  for 
merly  a  moufquetaire,  with  his  wife  and  daughter, 
\\ho,  receiving  their  intereit  inmandats,  had,  in  or 
der 
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der  to  avoid  dying  with  hunger,  put  an  end  to  their 
own  exiftencef.  A  little  farther  they  were  dancing  in 
the  two  oppofitehouies  ;  and  clofe  by  was  a  group  of 
miferable  beings  in  rags,  warming  themfelves  at  a 
wood  fire  made  of  fome  barrels  which  they  had  ftolen, 
and  deliberating  whether  they  ought  not  to  pil 
lage  the  houfes  of  the  venders  of  wood,  who  were 
all  ariftocrats.  At  a  little  difrance  was  a  band  of 
thieves  occupied  in  forcing  an  entrance  into  a  gold- 
fmith's  fhop,  who  was  calling  out  "  Murder!"  but 
to  no  purpofe  ;  although  there  was  a  corps  de  garde, 
no  doubt  accomplices,  within  a  few  yards  of  the  fpot. 
Very  near  to  my  own  door  I  found  a  party  of  drunken 
men  and  women  dancing  la  Carmagnole.  All  this 
I  faw  myfelf;  and  the  fame  fcene,  with  very  little 
variation,  may  be  feen  very  night  if  a  perfon  choofes 
to  take  the  trouble,  or  run  the  riik  of  going  out. 

They  talkhere  a  great  deal  about  Merlin's  Review; 
that  is,  our  Merlin,  minifter  of  French  jufiice,  who 
has  ordered  a  review  of  all  the  galley  flaves  and 
malefactors  in  the  different  prifons,  whom  lie  means 
to  fend  on  a  defperate  adventure  on  board  our  fleets 
at  Brefl  and  Toulon.  As  the  gallies  and  the  jails  have 
fupplied  a  great  number  of  noble  patriots  lince  our 
dear  revolution,  Merlin  is  accufed  of  lingu-ar  ingra 
titude  to  his  old  benefactors  and  comrades.  You, 
no  doubt,  know  that  feveral  members  of  the  deceafecl 
Convention,  before  they  laboured  for  the  happinefs 
of  the  Republic,  had  the  happinefs  to  labour  on 
board  the  gallies,  and  in  the  prifons,  for  crimes  com 
mitted  under  the  reign  of  Louis  XVI.  and  which  that 
monarch  was  little  aware  would  be  one  day  called 
civic.  Adieu. 

European  Articles.- — London,  17111  February. — 
Mr.  Pinckncy,  the  American  Minifter  at  Paris,  hav 
ing  received  orders  to  quit  the  territory  of  the  French 
Republic,  has  actually  taken  his  departure  accord- 

<a  4  ingly. 
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ingly.     War  between  thefe  two  powers  may  there 
fore  be  confidered  as  inevitable. 

We  fee  then  that  it  is  understood  in  London  that 
Mr.  Pinckney  has  been  ordered  away.  There  is  now 
no  excufe  left,  no  room  for  an  apology ;  America 
muft  now  fhow  to  the  world  either  its  fpirit  or  its 
bafenefs. 

The  Neapolitan  fleet,  which  had  formerly  failed 
combined  with  the  Britifh,  and  had  been  withdrawn 
on  theconclufion  of  a  treaty  of  peace  with  the  French 
Republic,  had  been  completely  refitted,  and  were 
about  to  proceed  to  fea  ;  they  confifled  of  fix  fail  of 
the  line  and  feveral  frigates.  It  was  underjftood 
that  they  were  to  join  the  Spanifh  fleet. 

Indeed  it  feems  pretty  clear  Great  Britain  will  have 
to  fight  her  old  allies.  But  if  their  exertions  againft 
her  are  as  feeble  as  they  were  for  her,  fhe  has  little  to 
fear  from  them.  This  Neapolitan  fleet  will  make 
very  fine  Indiamen,  and  the  people  on  board  will 
furnifh  the  city  of  London  with  excellent  fhoe- 
blacks  ;  a  calling  in  which  the  fubjects  of  the  brave 
King  of  Naples  are  faid  to  Jkine. 

A  grand  confpiracy,  in  which  Tallien  and  the  Spa 
nifh  ambafTador  are  faid  to  be  implicated,  has  been 
difcovered  at  Paris. 

Buonaparte  is  at  Verona.  The  Auftrians  feem  to 
be  driven  out  of  Italy,  except  from  the  fortrefs  of 
Mantua,  which  cannot  hold  out  long. 

THURSDAY,  6th  APRIL. 

Merry,  the  Delia  Crufcan  Poet. 
For  Porcupine's  Gazette. — MR.  PETER,  Of  all  the 
fpeclacles  that  ferve  as  leffons  to  check  the  pride  of 
human  nature,  none  is,  perhaps,  better  calculated 
to  produce  a  lafiing  effecl,  than  that  of  fallen  ge 
nius.  With  this  perfuafion  it  is  that  I  requcft  you 
to  Dublifh  the  following  epilogue,  and  to  tell  the 

public 
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public  at  the  fame  time  that  it  is  the  production  of 
Mr.  R.  Merry.  I  compailionate  the  cafe  of  the  poor 
gentleman  with  all  my  foul ;  it  is  pity  to  fee  him 
thus  wither  in  his  prime.  It  is  vexatious  to  us 
alfo,  that  "  the  rofe  that  was  to  adorn  our  wilder- 
"  nefs,"  fhould  thus  by  tranfplantation  become  a 
mere  bramble. 

However,  fuch  is  the  inflability  of  man,  and  of  all 
that  pertains  to  him ;  and  when  we  look  back  to 
inftances  of  the  fame  kind,  ftill  more  linking  and 
awful  than  that  we  are  now  contemplating,  if  we 
find  no^confolation,  we  fhall  more  patiently  fubmit 
to  the  will  of  fate.  When  we  fee  the  once  learned, 
accomplimed,  acute,  fprightiy,  and  humorous 
Dean  Swift,  become  "  a  driv'ler  and  a  fhow,"  we 
repine  lefs  at  hearing  Delia  Crafca  endeavouring  to 
entertain  a  Philadelphia  audience  with  an  awkward 
imitation  of  Mary  the  Cook- maid's  Letter  to  Doclor 
Sheridan, 

EPILOGUE 

To  the  Alley  of  St.  Augujime. — Spoken  ly  Mr.  Ilar- 
ivood,  at  ihe  New  Theatre. 

Ladies  and  gentlemen  !    the  managers  are  totally  at  a  lofs  what 
to  fay; 

They  are  extremely  ferry  it  has  happen'd  fo,   but  they  have  mif- 
laid  the  epilogue  to  the  play. 

The  author  of  it  is  a  modeft  man,  though  authors  in  general  are  ir 
ritable  folks, 

Yet  he  is  very  unhappy  about  it,  becaufe  he  declares  it  was  excel 
lent,  and  full  of  jokes; 

That  not  only  the  poetry  was  beautiful,  but  alfo  that  it  had  a  great 
deal  of  wit: 

Upon  my  word  I  thought  the  poor  fellow  was  going  into  a  fir, 

Becaufe  he  came  to  me  and  faid,  "My  dear  Mr.  Harwood,  you  feem 
to  be  a  fenfible  man, 

Will  you  go  forward  and  fpeak  fomething  on  the  occafion,  the  beft 
that  you  can  ?" 

To  which  I  aofwer'd,   "  Mr.  Griffin,  fince  you  are  fo  pertinacious 
and  explicit, 

J  will  fpeak  one  offhand,  and  I  dare  fay  the  audience  will  be  too 
kind  to  hifs  it." 

So 
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So  here  I  am,  though  very  much  alarm 'd,  juft  going  to  begin; 
If  any   of  the  company  are  in   the  lobby,  pray  defire  them  to 
walk  in." 

To-night,  to-night,  you  have  feen  a  fick  Nun  die, 
And  a  Friar  flab  himfelf ; — "  I  flial!  get  on  better  by  and  by." 
O  grant  your  generous  favour  if  it  is  due, 
And  cheer  our  trembling  bard — <s  I  think  I  (hall  do." 
The  rofe  expanding  with  its  leaves  fo  red, 
The  lily  that  declines  its  humble  head, 
Shall  form  a  wreath  for  him. — *'  Now  really  that  was  very 

well  faid." 

I  believe  indeed  I  ought  to  have  mention'd  the  laurel  and  the  bays; 
They,  however,  will  come  of  courfe  fhould  we  obtain  your  praife. 
But  I  know  it  is  absolutely  neceflary  that  I  fhould  give  you  a  touch 

of  the  fublime, 

Which  I  will  now  do,  though  I  find  it  very  difficult  to  exprefs  my- 
felf  in  rhyme. 

The  tragic  mufe  all  nations  mull:  adore, 
Melpomene — "  I  am  afraid  you  have  heard  fomething  like 

this  before." 

Her  reign  extends  from  Indus  to  the  Pole — 
"  Now  that  is  capital  upon  my  foul." 
She  paints  the  paffions,  me  fubdues  the  heart, 
With  trumpets,  ghofts,  the  dagger,  and  the  ftart. 
Her  power  myfierious  animates,  refines ; 
"  I  think  1  never  fpoke  much  better  lines." 
Great  revolutions,  convents  abolifh'd,  nuns  fet  free, 
War,  virtue,  honour,  glory,  liberty  ! 
Lord  !  'tis  as  eafy  as  one's  ABC. 

I  fufpedt  you  rather  like  my  tragic  manner;  if  fo,  I  declare 
I  will  give  up  low  comedy,  and  become  a  candidate  for  defpalr. 
How  I  will  mouth  the  blank  verfe  ;  how  1  will  groan  when  I  am 

dying, 
And  how  I  fhall  fplit  my  fides  with  laughing  when  I  fee  you  all  a- 

crying ! 

Well,  now  I  am  perfectly  fatisfied,  and  look  upon  it  as  mere  fun 
To  have  been  confide!  ing  how  I  mould  begin,  till  1  find  I  have 

done. 
So  I  will  only  add,  that  I  hope  the  play  may  be  deemed  worthy 

your  protection, 
And  if  you  approve  of  my  epilogue  I  (hall  have  no  objection. 

F'  A  Bear  and  two  Negroes  dancing  round  tie  Lilerty- 
^r>0/£._We  have  received  information  from  Newark, 
New-Jerfry,  that  oa  Saturday  laft  a  bear  and 
two  negroes-  decorated  with  the  cap  of  liberty,  ac- 
compaiiied  with  a  violin,  danced  round  the  flag- 

ftaff 
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in  that  town,  in  commemoration  of  the  vic 
tories  lately  obtained  by  the  French  in  Italy. 

While  drunkennefs  and  complexion  may  plead 
an  apology  for  them,  we  have  to  lament  that  the 
colours  of  the  United  Stafes,  belonging  to  the  mi 
litia  in  that  town,  weremoft  fhameiully  proftituted 
on  this  occafion. 

It  is  however  to  be  hoped  for  the  honour  of  the 
militia,  that  the  colours  were  procured  without  their 
knowledge  or  conlent  ;  if  ib,  they  ought  in  future 
to  be  entrufted  to  a  foldier  who  feds  the  injuries 
his  country  is  daily  experiencing  from  the  French. 

Jibomina'b'le  republican  Fraternity. — N  or  folk ,  M  -.  rch 
£5.  On  Tuefday  evening  arrived  in  town,  Cap 
tain  Worth,  of  the  brig  Two  Sifters,  formerly  of 
this  place.  Captain  Worth  (ailed  from  Norfolk  in 
the  above  brig  for  Leogane.  Juft  to  the  leeward 
of  Hifpaniola  was  brought  to  by  a  French  privateer, 
iind  ordered  on  board  ;  when  the  captain  of  the  pri 
vateer  offering  a  paper  written  in  French,  ordered 
Captain  Worth  to  lign  it ;  on  his  refufing,  the  pi 
rate  drew  his  cutlafs,  and  fwore  he  would  cleave  his 
fkull  if  he  did  not  immediately  put  his  name  to  the 
paper  ;  but  Captain  Worth  ftill  perfifted  in  refufing, 
reafoning  on  the  abfurdity  of  his  ligning  a  writing  in 
language  he  did  not  underftand.  The  privateerfman 
then  turned  to  the  failors  (two  Italians),  and  com- 
toanded  them  to  write  their  names :  they  could  not 
write ;  he  then  forced  them,  with  threats  and  a 
drawn  fword  over  their  heads,  to  make  their  marks 
at  the  bottom  of  the  paper.  He  immediately  hailed 
the  brig,  informing  that  Ihe  was  a  good  prize,  as 
the  men  hadligned  a  declaration  that  flier  was  bound 
to  Jamaica.  Captain  Worth  was  carried  to  Cuba 
in  the  privateer.  Four  days  after  the  brig  catnc  in; 
and  on  his  observing  to  the  picarooning  captain  that 
he  ctrolti  not  have  her  tried  or  fold  at  Cuba,  he  was 

told 
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told  {he  was  already  fold  ;  and  foon  after  a  Spanifli 
merchant  was  put  in  pofleffton  of  her.  Her  papers 
were  then  to  be  fent  to  Cape  Francois  in  order  for 
trial.  [Execution  before  judgment  with  a  ven 
geance  !] 

French  Spy. — The  following  account  of  Augufte 
Lachefe  is  handed  us  by  a  French  gentleman,  who 
can  anfwer  for  the  truth  of  it. 

Augufte  Lachefe,  who  has  been  arrefted  and 
imprifoned  in  Kentucky,  for  attempting  to  detach 
t|he  people  of  that  country  from  the  government  of 
the  United  States,  to  unite  it  to  the  Spanifh  pro 
vinces,  is  not  a  general,  nor  a  native  of  France, 
but  an  officer  of  inferior  rank,  born  in  Louifiana. 
He  ferved  fome  time  in  the  life-guards  of  the  King 
of  France.  He  repaired  to  St.  Domingo  to  mend 
his  fortune,  and  the  revolution  prefented  him  the 
means.  At  Jeremie,  he  made  a  cruel  war  on  the 
mulattoes,  and  carried  it  to  fuch  excels,  that  the 
whites,  in  refentment,  expelled  him  from  the  town, 
and  he  went  to  Cape  Fran 9018.  There  he  appeared 
wherever  there  was  trouble.  He  united  with  San- 
thonax  and  Polverel  to  deftroy  the  government, 
which  protected  property  and  the  white  proprietors, 
and  to  exalt  the  mulattoes  into  power,  who  drove 
him  away  in  turn. 

He  then  came  to  New-York,  and  gavehimfelf  up 
to  the  Miniiler  Genet,  who  afTembled  round  him 
none  of  the  beft  men.  This  diplomatic  Jacobin 
found  him  a  convenient  inftrument  for  his  difor- 
ganizing  purpofes,  and  fent  him  to  the  wcflern  ter 
ritory  of  the  United  States  to  excite  the  people  to 
infurreclion  againft  their  legitimate  government. 

N.  B.  At  the  Cape  he  was  appointed  by  Santhonax 
a  captain  in  Walfh's  regiment  in  the  Irifh  brigade, 
with  mulattoes  and  negroes. 

American 
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American  Liberty  of  the  Prefs. — Whereas  a  perfon 
called  at  my  houie  this  morning,  and  told  the  lad 
that  ferves  in  my  fhop,  that  if  I  publifhed  any  more 
pieces  about  the  Governor  of  Pennfylvania,  there  was 
a  party  ready  to  inflict  vengeance  on  me  (or  words  to 
the  fame  effect) :  this  is  to  inform  the  faid  party ,  that 
I  will  continue  to  publiih  whatfoevcr  pieces  I  pleafe 
about  the  Governor  of  Pennfylvania ;  that  my  pub 
lications  fhall  be  circumfcribed  by  the  law,  and  by 
the  law  alone ;  that  J  defpife  menaces  of  every  de- 
fcription,  and  that,  let  who  will  be  flavcs,  I  am  re- 
folved  to  be  free. — The  impertinent  bearer  of  the 
above  threat  ought  to  have  left  his  name,  that  it 
might  have  been  communicated  to  the  public. 

WM.  COBBETT, 


FRIDAY,  7'^  APRIL. 

American  Liberty  of  the  Prefs. — In  yefterday's  Ga 
zette  I  informed  the  public  of  the  unwarrantable 
and  bafe  attempt  that  had  been  made  to  intimidate 
me  from  publishing  flridl tires  on  the  conduct  and 
character  of  the  Governor  of  Pennfylvania.  I  have 
iince  been  given  to  underftand,  through  various 
channels,  that  a  knot  of  villains  have  formed  a  flan 
for  affaulting  me. 

After  repeating  my  mofl  profound  contempt  for 
thefe  bravoes,  and  for  their  employers,  and  de 
claring  my  refolution  to  perfevere  in  expoling  the 
folly  and  wickednefs  of  all  thofe  whom  I  look  upon 
as  enemies  to  the  government,  I  fhall  take  the  liberty 
of  making  an  observation  or  two  on  the  effect  that 
thefe  threats  rnuft  produce  in  the  world. 

Can  it  be  fuppofecl  that  foreigners  will  not  laugh 
at  our  "  unlimited  liberty  of  the  prefs,"  when  they 
fee  a  man  threatened,  in  this  impudent  manner,  for 
ridiculing  the  conduct  of  a  public  officer  ?  If  Mr. 
Pitt  were  to  fend  a  ruffian,  to  threaten  the  editor  of 

i  the 
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the  Morning  Chronicle  with  the  vengeance  of  *'  a 
party,"  or  a  gang,  popular  as  he  is,  I  much  quef* 
tion  if  he  would  not  be  driven  from  his  place  by  the 
voice  even  of  his  friends.  What  a  pretty  handle 
would  fuch  a  threat  furniili  the  newfpapers  of  Ame 
rica  with  !  How  they  would  vaunt,  and  trumpet 
forth  their  fuperior  liberty !  They  would  fome  of 
them,  at  leaft,  congratulate  their  readers  on  it,  as 
a  certain  prefage  of  a  revolution,  of  univerfal 
definition,  in  England.  They  would  tell  us,  that 
the  people  could  not  much  longer  fubmit  "  to  fuch 
oppreffion  ;"  and  yet  they  tell  us,  that  the  Englifh  are 
flaves  !  How  is  this  ? 

A  newfpaper  in  England  fatirizes  every  man  in 
public  life,  from  the  King  to  the  common  foldier ;  it 
rails  again  ft  all  the  meaiures  of  Government ;  ic  ex- 
prefles  its  refpe6t  for  the  nation  which  is  at  open 
war  with  its  own,  and  even  its  withes  for  the 
enemy's  fuccefs  ;  yet  no  one  infults  the  editor.  No 
rafcally  fellow  in  office  dares  fend  his  runners  to 
threaten  him  with  vengeance.  Decency,  a  fenfe  of 
true  liberty,  and  a  confidence  in  the  equity  and 
efficiency  of  the  laws,  prevent  any  fuch  defperate 
proceeding. 

Let  not  this  comparifon  be  called  invidious ;  every 
man  would  have  made  it  for  himfelf.  The  threat 
againft  me  is  gone  forth  to  the  world ;  it  is  impoffi- 
ble  to  recall  it,  or  prevent  its  being  properly  com 
mented  on,  in  every  country  where  the  Englifh 
language  is  fpoken,  and  the  liberty  of  the  prefs  is 
thought  a  thing  of  any  value. 

Neutrality  and  Impartiality . — When  the  Prelident's 
proclamation  declaring  the  iituation  of  the  United 
States  to  be  neutral  with  regard  to  all  the  powers  at 
war,  was  firit,  made  public,  it  excited  the  angry 
paffions  of  every  heated  advocate  for  war,  and  drew 
upon  him  the  reprobation  of  many  a  tedious  eflayift, 

whofc 
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xvhofe  projects  of  perfonal  aggrandizement  were 
blatted  by  a  meafure  as  juft  as  it  was  feafonable. 
The  propriety  of  that  proclamation  has  been  fo 
amply  eftablifhed,  and  its  confiitutionality  fo  ably 
defended,  againfi  the  numberlefs  attacks  directed 
againft  it,  that  no  man  in  his  fenles  now  pretends 
to  entertain  a  doubt  on  the  fubje<S1.  That  it  was 
our  duty  as  well  as  inter  eft  to  be  neutral,  has 
been  clearly  evinced  by  the  refult ;  we  have  enjoyed 
the  fruits  of  it  during  the  courfe  of  a  war  which  has 
half  ruined  the  faireft  portion  of  Europe;  and  the 
facrifices  we  have  fuftained,  facrifices  infeparable 
from  a  ilate  of  neutrality,  extremely  vexatious,  have 
been  much  more  than  countervailed  by  the  advan 
tages  drawn  from  our  iituation.  The  government 
has  acled  uniformly,  juft,  and  proper,  nohvith- 
itanding  the  charges  of  American  democrats  and 
French  mmiilers ;  but  we  cannot  fay  as  much  for 
individuals  and  particular  cities.  It  is  not,  for  in- 
ftance,  very  confiftent  with  a  flate  of  perfect  neu 
trality,  for  a  neutral  people  to  fet  their  bells  a-ring- 
ing  on  receiving  news  of  a  victory  gained  by  one  of 
the  contending  powers  over  another ;  yet  we  have 
fcen  repeated  infiances  of  this ;  and  once  the  federal 
Houfe  of  Representatives  had  the  culpable  weaknefs 
to  adjourn  on  hearing  from  Genet  that  a  French 
army  had  beaten  their  enemy  \  when  the  report  was 
traced,  it  was  found  that  Genet  hadfeen  if  mentioned 
in  a  newffaper\  and  finally  the  whole  was  difcovered 
to  be  falie  1  Such  instances  may  evince  attachments^ 
but  they  are  not  evidences  of  neutrality  properly  fo 
termed.  At  prefent  our  partialities  are  in  a  tram  of 
payment ;  when  they  will  be  compcnfated  is  in  the 
womb  of  futurity. — 0  temporal 

Monkey  with   the  Rights  of  Man. — London,  Sep 
tember  15,  1794 — An  officer  of  the  cufloms  lately 
feized  a  monkey  on  board  a  fhip  in  the  river,  and 
3  being 
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being  afked  by  what  law  monkeys  were  declared 
contraband,,  faid  he  found  the  young  foreigner  with 
Paine's  Rights  of  Man  aclually  in  his  hand. 

How  tyrannical  and  cruel  !  why  may  not  mon 
keys  turn  politicians,  and  fraternize,  and  give  and 
receive  the  fraternal  embrace  ?  Why  not  declare 
them  free,  and  incorporate  them  with  the  French 
Republic  ? 

SAT  IT  R  DAY,  8th  APRIL. 

The  MOON-LIGHT  Refieffions  of  CHARLES  Fox;  during 
the  Chnftmas  Recefs* 

3Tis  now  fome  fourteen  years  ago 
Since  I  was  Minifler — for^0w, 

A  thing  of  four  months  {landing; 
Since  then,  how  have  I  fpent  my  days  ? 
At  hazard,  faro,  or  at  quinze, 

Or  on  my  legs  haranguing. 

But  then,  my  FAME — well,  what  is  that  ? 
The  twirling  of  a  greafy  hat, 

Not  worth  a  man's  regarding; 
A  toad,  hy  drunken  patriots  given, 
When  ev'ry  thing 's  at  fix  or  leven, 

A  fhout  rourtd-Covent  Garden. 

My  FORTUNE,  though,  alas!  'tis  fpent, 
Both  money  had,  and  money  lent, 

Such  is  my  fad  condition  ! 
Thus  what  I  eat,  and  what  I  wear, 
With  what  I  drink,  and  what  I  (hare, 

Are  dol'd  me  hy  SUBSCRIPTION. 

D n  !  there's  the  thought  that  flings ! 

I  who  afpir'd  to  flars  and  itrings, 

To  titles  and  what  not, 
Muft  now  flay  browfmg  round  St»  Anne's^ 
Without  or  future  views  or  plans, 

A  pauper — and  forgot. 
Come,  RIOT,  then!  Come,  quickly  come! 
With  bloody  flag,  and  m'urd'rous  drum — 

•Ye  great  and  rich  uncafe  ! 
That  in  this  buflling,  leveling  world, 
\Vhilft  all  are  in  confufiou  hurl'd, 

I  ir.ay  pick  up  a  place, 

Buonaparte, 
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Buonaparte,  the  Cut-throat. — Milan,  January  7, 
1796.  The  infurredHon  of  Carfagnana,  and  that 
in  the  city  of  Ferrara,  are  entirely  quelled.  The 
following  letter  from  General  Buonaparte  to  General 
Rufca,  who  was  ordered  to  reduce  the  infurgents  to 
fubmiffion,  will  throw  fbme  light  upon  that  event, 
and  upon  the  ulterioKprojecls  of  the  Commander  in 
Chief. 

"  The  town  of  Ferrara,  a  part  of  Carfagnana, 
and  particularly  the  town  of  Caftelnuovo,  are  in  a 
Jlate  of  rebellion.  The  miferable  infurgents  have 
fuifered  themfelves  to  be  feduced  by  perfidious 
agents,  who  are  overrunning  Italy,  to  excite  the 
people  to  revolt,  and  to  involve  them  in  all  the 
horrors  of  war.  You  will  proceed  to  Caftelnuovo 
\vith  a  moving  column;  you  will  direct  the  chief  of 
the  rebels  to  lejhot ;  you  will  fend  twenty  hoftages 
to  Milan ;  you  will  order  the  houfe  of  the  Duke  of 
Modena's  confeiTor,  who  is  the  author  of  the  rebel 
lion,  to  be  deftroyed ;  you  will  erect  upon  the  lite  of 
it  a  pyramid,  with  this  infcription  :  *  The  punifK- 
ment  of  a  prieft,  who,  abuling  his  facred  minillry, 
preached  revolt  and  aiTailination.'  You  will  aliena 
ble  the  magiitrates,  the  chiefs  of  the  different  con 
vents,  and  all  the  rectors  :  you  will  tell  them  from 
me,  that  as  long  as  the  minifters  of  religion  fhall 
be  influenced  by  true  principles,  as  the  Cardinal 
MafTei,  the  Archbilhop  of  Bologna,  and  the  Bifhops 
of  Pavia  and  Modena,  who,  by  their  wifdom,  and, 
the  purity  of  their  morals,  recall  to  mind  the  firfl 
ages  of  the  church,  I  fhall  refpect  them,  their  pro* 
perty,  and  their  cuftoms,  as  they  contribute  to  pub 
lic  tranquillity,  and  to  the  general  good;  but  when 
the  facred  nature  of  their  ininiftry  fliall  become,  in 
the  hands  of  difaffecled  perfons,  an  inftrument  of 
difcord,  and  of  civil  war,  /  will  deftroy  their  convents, 
cenffcate  their property,  and  puniih  fsrfonally  the  rec- 

VOL.  V.  R  tor* 
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tors  and  curates  of  villages,  who  Jhall  have  demeaned 
them/elves  ill. 

66  You  will  afterwards  proceed  to  Ferrara,  and 
from  thence  to  Leghorn,  where  you  are  to  join  the 
garrifon  of  that  place,  and  the  moveable  column 
which  you  will  find  at  Bologna,  under  the  com 
mand  of  General  Lanus,  to  defend  the  coafls  of 
Tufcany  from  all  invafion  on  the  part  of  the  Eng- 
lifh.  (Signed)  BUONAPARTE." 

The  jfntigallican. — The  French  are  alike  cele 
brated  for  their  Ikill  in  making  treaties,  and  infamous 
for.  their  perfidy  in  breaking  them:  the  obfervation  is 
of  great  antiquity,  and  may  be  verified  by  a  long 
lift  of  treaties  for  the  compafs  of  a  century,  to  go  no 
higher. 

Their  ordinary  round  of  policy  and  conduct  is 
precifely  this;  they  firfl  fcheme  out  fome  plan  or 
other  of  ufurpation,  which  they  cannot  execute  ;  to 
effect  which  they  fcruple  not  to  commit  the  mofl 
flagrant  violations  of  the  moil  folemn  treaties,  and 
the  mofl  enormous  breaches  of  faith  and  amity  ;  in 
confequence  hereof  a  war  enfues,  in  which  they  arc 
always  in  a  flriking  poiture  well  prepared,  and  give, 
as  well  as  execute,  orders  with  celerity  :  their  firft 
efforts  are  often  attended  with  fuccefs  ;  this  elates 
them,  fills  their  fancies  with  exalted  notions  of  their 
fown  pui fiance,  and  conjures  to  their  eyes  that  le- 
loved  illufirve  phantom — un'rverfal  empire. 

Who,  upon  reading  the  above,  would  not  ima 
gine  that  it  was  called  forth  by  the  circum fiances  of 
the  prefent  day  ?  It  is  very  probable  that  the  reader 
has  already  laid  to  himfelf,  "  Ah,  Peter,  this  is  dic 
tated  by  your  Rnglijh  prejudice"  How  will  he  be 
diiappoiated,  then,  when  I  tell  him,  that  the  para 
graphs  which  to  juflly  depict  the  perfidy  of  the 
French  national  character,  are  quoted  from  a  publica 
tion, 
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tion,  intitled,  "The  American  Magazine,"  printed 
in  this  city  upwards  of  thirty-nine  years  ago  ! 

But  it  may  be  laid,  that  this  character  was,  per 
haps,  drawn  by  an  Englifhman,  though  publiihed 
in  America.  To  remove  all  fcruples  founded  on 
this  fuppofition,  I  will  quote  the  language  of  one 
whom  every  American  is  proud  to  call  his  country 
man  :  I  mean  George  Wajhington.  This  gentleman, 
in  a  letter  of  his  to  the  Chiefs  of  the  Six  Nations,  in 
1757,  gives  the  following  mafterly  defcription  of  the 
French  character  : 

«  Brethren, 

*c  We  are  very  glad  to  fee  you,  and  forry  that 
fuch  reports  difquiet  you.  The  Englifh  do  not  in 
tend  to  hurt  you,  or  any  of  your  allies.  Thi  ,  news, 
\ve  know,  muft  have  been  forged  by  the  French, 
who  are  conjlantly  treacherous,  aflerting  the  greateft 
falfehoods,  whenever  they  think  they  will  turn  out 
to  their  advantage.  They  fpeak  well,  promife  fine 
things,  but  all  from  the  lips  outward,  whilft  their 
heart  is  corrupted  and  full  of  venomous  poifon.  The 
Englifh,  your  real  friends,  are  too  generous  to  think 
of  uling  their  allies  in  this  manner,  &c." 

Such  was  the  unanimous  voice  of  Americans  about 
forty  years  ago  ;  and  what  has  occurred,  I  would  be 
glad  to  know,  to  alter  the  fentiments  it  exprerTed  ? 
Nothing.  Indeed,  with  fo  much  truth  do  thefe  fen 
timents  abound,  that  the  whole  which  I  have  copied 
above,  is  as  applicable  to  the  United  States  at  this 
moment,  as  it  formerly  was  to  the  Six  Nations. 

MONDAY,  ioth  APRIL. 

I  have  been  informed  that  it  was  currently  re 
ported,  that  I  have  had  a  moft  hearty  drubbing  from 
fome  "  good  republican." 

•-..  It  lias  been  aiferted  that  I  was  firfl  beat,  and  then 
dragged  round  my  ihop,  &c.  and  forne  have  gone 
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fofaras  to  name  the  good  republican  that  did  all 
this. 

Now,  I  do  affure  the  public,  that  no  good  repub 
lican,  nor  any  other  perfon,  has  attempted  to  ftrike 
me  ;  and,  which  is  more,  I  as  pofttively  affert,  that 
no  one  ever  will  do  it  with  impunity,  unlefs  he  at 
tacks  me  behind  or  in  the  dark.  If,  therefore,  there 
are  any  gentlemen,  who  are  good  enough  to  feel 
anxious  for  my  fafety,  let  them  be  perfectly  tran 
quil.  A  thoufand  ftories  of  this  kind  will  get  about, 
and  they  will  die  away,  as  all  thofe  hitherto  propa 
gated  have  done.  Bache  told  his  readers  fome 
months  ago,  that  a  Frenchman  horfewhipped  me  : 
every  one  knew  that  Bache  told  a  falfehood  ;  but 
now  Bache  tells  the  public  that  himfelf  has  been 
horfewhipped,  every  body  believes  him. 

It  is  fomething  remarkable,  that  of  fo  many  beat 
ings  as  I  have  been  faid  to  receive,  no  particular  re 
publican  fhould  claim  the  honour  of  bellowing  any 
one  of  them  !  Numbers  extol  the  gallant  action,  but 
each  individual  modeftly  declines  the  glory  of  it. 
ISo  one  fays,  I  beat  Peter  Porcupine.  It  is  always 
fome  other  perfon  j  it  is  every  body,  and  it  is 
nobody. 

Thefe  reports,  however,  clearly  indicate  the  ge 
nerous  defires  of  the  "  good  republicans,"  as  they 
are  pleafed  to  call  themfelves.  When  people  are 
very  induilrious  in  propagating  a  falfehood,  it  is 
ever  to  be  concluded,  that  they  are  actuated  rather 
by  their  wifKes  than  by  their  credulity.  Far  am  I 
from  doubting  their  good  will  towards  me,  and  all 
that  belongs  to  me.  I  dare  fay,  they  would  with 
pleafure  fee  my  carcafs,  with  thofe  of  my  wife  and 
children,  dragged  lifelefs  into  the  ftreet :  all  the  dif 
ficulty  lies  in  finding  an  arm  to  inflict  the  blow:. 
They  are  like  the  mice  in  council,  who,  by  an  una 
nimous  vote,  determined  that  the  cat  fhould  be 
3  hanged  i 
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hanged  ;  but  when  it  came  to  the  pinch,  no  one  was 
to  be  found  to  put  the  halter  round  her  neck. 


Sir  John  Jervis's  Fiftory  over  the  Dons.  —  We  have 
now  to  perform  the  agreeable  talk  of  laying  before 
the  numerous  readers  of  Porcupine's  Gazette,  the 
official  account  of  Admiral  Sir  John  Jervis's  glorious 
victory  over  the  Spanifh  fleet,  off  Cape  St.  Vincent, 

When  the  news  of  this  victory  was  firfl  published 
in  Porcupine's  Gazette,  it  was  treated  by  ibme  of  the 
other  papers  as  an  exaggerated  account,  if  not  as  al 
together  a  flam.  They  would  allow  but  a  fhip  or 
two,  at  moil,  to  be  taken  ;  and,  on  Friday  la  ft,  the 
Philadelphia  Gazette,  and  the  Merchants'  Impartial 
Advertifer,  allured  us,  that  a  certain  Captain  from 
Lifbon,  who  failecj  two  days  later  than  the  date  of 
the  letters  containing  the  intelligence,  informed,  that 
no  further  account  of  the  matter  had  been  received  ; 
which  was  as  much  as  to  fay,  that  there  was  every 
reafon  to  fuppofe  the  whole  a  fabrication,—  It  would 
be  hard  to  fay  what  makes  fome  of  our  brethren  fo 
unwilling  to  allow  of  the  authenticity  of  intelligence 
favourable  to  the  only  country  upon  earth  that  Ame 
rica  can  now  call  its  friend  ;  while  they  are  ready  to 
cram  down  their  readers'  throat  every  vague  report 
they  can  lay  hold  of  in  favour  of  thofe  who  are  at 
open  war  with  us,  all  but  the  name.  They  are  under 
the  influence  of  modern  patriotifm,  I  fuppofe. 

The  refult  of  the  action  between  the  Britifh  and 
Spanifh  fleets  is  much  more  honourable  to  the  for 
mer  than  it  was  at  firfl  reprefentcd.  It  was  ftated, 
that  there  were  only  thirteen  fighting  ilv.ps  of  the 
line  againft  twenty,  but  it  now  appears  that  the  dif 
ference  was  ftill  greater,  there  being  twenty-feven 
Spaniards  againft  fifteen  Englifh  ;  and  it  appears, 
from  the,  Admiral's  report,  that  two  of  thefc  were  in 

R  war^t 
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want  of  repair ;  fo  that  the  difference  was  at  leaft 
one  half. 


From  the  London  Gazette  Extraordinary  of  3  J  March. 

Admiralty  Office,  March  3,   1797. 

Robert  Calder,  Efq.  firfl  Captain  to  Admiral  Sir 
John  Jervis,  K.  B.  arrived  this  morning  with  dif- 
patches  from  him  to  Mr.  Nepean,  of  which  the  fol 
lowing  are  copies  : 

SIR,  Victory,  in  Lagos  Bay,  Feb.  16,  1797. 

The  hopes  of  falling  in  with  the  Spanifh  fleet, 
exprefTed  in  my  letter  to  you  of  the  i  ^th  inftant, 
were  confirmed  that  night  by  our  diftinctly  hearing 
the  report  of  their  fignal  guns,  and  by  intelligence 
received  from  Captain  Foote,  of  his  Majcfty's  fhip 
the  Niger,  who  had,  with  equal  judgment  and  per- 
feverance,  kept  company  with  them  for  feveral  days, 
on  my  prefcribed  rendezvous  (which  from  theftrorig 
fouth-eaft  winds  I  had  never  been  able  to  reach), 
and  that  they  were  not  more  than  the  diffonce  of 
three  or  four  leagues  from  us.  I  anxiouily  awaited 
the  dawn  of  day,  when  being  on  the  ftarboard  tack, 
Cape  St.  Vincent  bearing  eatt  by  north  eight  leagues, 
I  had  the  fatisfaclion  of  feeing  a  number  of  fhips 
extending  from  fouth-wefr.  to  fouth,  the  wind  then 
at  weft  and  by  fouth.  At  forty-nine  minutes  paft 
ten,  the  weather  being  extremely  hazy,  La  Bonne 
Citoyenne  made  the  fignal  that  the  fhips  feen  were 
of  the  line,  twenty-five  in  number.  His  Majefty's 
fquadron  under  my  command,  confifring  of  the  fif 
teen  fhips  of  the  line  named  in  the  margin,  were 
happily  formed  in  the  mofl  compact  order  of  failing 
in  two  lines.  By  carrying  a  prefs  of  fail  I  was  for 
tunate  in  getting  in  with  the  enemy's  fleet  at  half 
paft  eleven  o'clock,  before  it  had  time  to  connecl, 
and  form  a  regular  order  of  battle.  Such  a  moment 

was 
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•was  not  to  be  loft  ;  and  confident  in  the  fkill,  valour, 
and  difcipline  of  the  officers  and  men  I  had  the  hap- 
pinefs  to  command,  and  judging  that  the  honour 
of  his  Majefty's  arms  and  the  circumftances  of  the 
war  in  thefe  leas  required  a  conliderable  degree  of 
enterprife,  I  felt  inyielf  juftified  in  departing  from 
the  regular  fyftem  ;  arid  paffing  through  their  fleet, 
in  a  line  formed  with  the  utmoft  celerity,  tacked, 
and  thereby  feparated  one  third  from  the  main  body, 
after  a  partial  cannonade,  which  prevented  their  re- 
junclion  till  the  evening  ;  and  by  the  very  great  ex 
ertions  of  the  Ihips  which  had  the  good  fortune  to 
be  on  the  larboard  tack,  the  fhips  named  in  the 
margin  were  captured,  and  the  action  ceafed  about 
;|ive  o'clock  in  the  evening. 

I  enclofe  the  corrected  lift  I  have  been  able  to  ob 
tain  of  the  Spanifh  fleet  oppofed  to  me,  amounting 
to  twenty-feven  fail  of  the  line,  and  an  account  of 
the  killed  and  wounded  in  his  Majefty's  fhips,  as  well 
as  in  thofe  taken  from  the  enemy.  The  moment 
the  latter  (although  totally  difmafted),  and  his  Ma 
jefty's  fhips  the  Captain  and  Culloden,  are  in  a  ft  ate 
to  put  to  fea,  I  fhall  avail  myfelf  of  the  firft  favour 
able  wind  to  proceed  off  Cape  St.  Vincent  in  my 
way  to  Lifbon. 

Captain  Calder,  whofe  able  affiftance  has  greatly 
contributed  to  the  public  fervice during  my  command, 
is  the  bearer  of  this,  and  will  more  particularly  de- 
fcribe  to  the  Lords  Commiflioners  of  the  Admiralty 
the  movements  of  the  fquadron  on  the  i4th,  and 
the  prefent  ftate  of  it. 

I  am,  Sir,  &c.  J.  JERVIS, 


LIST 
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LIST    OF    THE    TWO    FLEETS. 


Britifh.                      ( 

Suns.              Spanifh.                    C 

runs. 

Victory 

100     St.  Trinidad 

130 

Britannia 

100     Mexicana      - 

12, 

Barfleur 

98     P.  de  Afturias 

IZ 

Prince  George 

98     Concepcion  - 

12 

Blenheim 

0o     Conde  de  Regla     - 

12 

Namur 

90     Salvador  del  Mundo 

IZ 

Captain 

74     San  Jofef 

i& 

Goliath 

74    San  Nicholas 

84 

Excellent 

74     Oriente     .    - 

74 

Orion 

74     Gloriofo        •» 

74 

Egmont 

74    Atlante         - 

74 

Culloden 

74    Conqueftadore 

74 

ColoiTus 

74     Soberano       - 

74 

Irreftftible     - 

74     Fir  me  - 

74 

Diadem 

64     Pel  ay  o 

74 

Total,  fifteen  Ihips 

San  Genaro 
I232'     San  Ildephonfo 

74 
74 

S.  J.  Nepamuceno 

74 

S.  F.  de  Paula 

74 

SanYfidor    - 

74 

San  Antonio 

74 

San  Pablo     - 

74 

San  Firmin  - 

74 

Neptuna 

74 

Bahama 

74 

Name  unknown     - 

74 

• 

Name  unknown     - 

74 

Total,  twenty-fevei>  fliips  2292 

SHIPS    TAKEN. 

Salvador  del  Mundo  112     San  Nicholas          -     84 

Sail  Jofef      -         -  112     San  Yiidor  "-         -     74 

— >—  224  •  ^  '.  "•* 

Total,  four  fhips     382 

Total 


APRIL,  1797,  249 

Total  of  killed  and  wounded  on  board  the  Britifh 
fleet.  Five  officers,  fifty-nine  fcamen,  fix  marines, 
five  foldiers,  killed.  Five  officers,  one  hundred 
and  eighty  nine  feamen,  twenty-one  marines,  twelve 
foldiers,  wounded — three  hundred. 

Lift  of  the  killed  and  wounded  on  board  the  Spanifli 
Ships  taken  by  the  Squadron  under  the  Command 
of  Admiral  Sir  John  Jervis,  K.  B.  on  the  i4th  of 
February,  3797. 

San  Yfidor,  four  officers  killed,  eight  wounded  ; 
twenty-five  artillerifts,  feamen,  ar>d  foldiers  killed, 
fifty-five  ditto  wounded. — Salvador  del  Mundo,  five 
officers  killed,  four  wounded ;  thirty-feven  artille 
rifts,  feamen,  and  foldiers  killed,  one  hundred  and 
twenty-one  ditto  wounded. — San  Nicholas,  four 
officers  killed,  eight  wounded  ;  one  hundred  and 
forty  artillerifts,  feamen,  and  foldiers  killed,  fifty- 
one  ditto  wounded. — San  Joief,  two  officers  killed, 
five  wounded ;  forty-four  artillerifts,  feamen,  and 
foldiers  killed,  ninety-one  ditto  wounded.  Total 
killed,  two  hundred  and  fixty-one  ;  wounded,  three 
hundred  and  forty-one — fix  hundred  and  three. 

Note. — Among  the  killed  is  the  General  Don 
JYancifco  Xavier  Winthuyfen,  Chef  d'Efcadre. 

J.  JERVIS. 


TUESDAY,  nth  APRIL. 

Mr.  Murray  goes  off  for  the  Hague. — William  V. 
Murray,  Efq.  Minifter  Plenipotentiary  from  the 
United  States  to  the  Batavian  Republic,  left  this 
city  on  Sunday  laft  in  the  fhip  Good  Friends,  for 
Amfterdam. 

Bank  of  England,  and  Defcent  of  the  French  in 
Wales. — ExtracY  of  a  letter  from  London,  dated 
March  3d,  received  by  one  of  the  firft  mercantile 
|ioufes  in  America.— <f  The  regulation  at  the  Bank 

bears 


25o  GAZETTE  SELECTIONS. 

bears  no  refemblance  to  a  ftoppagc  of  payment. 
Payments  are  itill  made  of  frnall  fums,  and  the 
commercial  people  feem  not  at  all  alarmed  at  the 
adoption  of  a  meafure,  which  ought  to  be  looked 
upon  rather  as  a  preventive  than  a  remedy.  Amidft 
the  rumours  of  invaiions,  and  the  fears  of  fome 
perfons,  excited  by  thoie  which  have  already  taken 
place,  it  was  not  prooer  to  leave  any  thing,  particu 
larly  an  inftitution  or  i'lch  national  importance  as  the 
Bank,  fubjccl  to  the  influence  of  that  timidity  which 
ever  accompanies  ttu  pofTeflion  of  riches. 

"  It  was  great  pity  that  the  Mounfeers  who 
landed  in  Wales,  were  not  left  to  the  pitchforks 
of  the  country  people.  Taffy  would  have  fent  them 
to  a  place  much  fitter  for  them  than  an  Englifh 
prifon.  of  which  fuch  favages  are  unworthy. 

"  At  the  moment  I  am  writing  this,  the  Park  and 
Tower  guns  are  firing  in  honour  of  the  glorious  vic 
tory  obtained  by  Sir  John  Jervis  over  the  Spanifh 
fleet  off  St.  Vincent.  The  latter  confifted  of  twenty- 
feven  fhips  of  the  line,  many  of  them  of  more  than 
a  hundred  guns,  while  that  of  our  brave  Admiral 
confilted  of  no  more  than  fifteen.  I  believe  there 
never  was  fuch  a  battle  fought  at  fea.  The  Dons 
will  foon  repent  of  their  folly  in  joining  the  repub 
licans.  We  hear  fomething  about  the  King  of  Na 
ples  acceding  to  the  alliance  with  France  and  Spain, 
and  it  is  generally  believed  that  this  will  be  the  cafe. 
What  this  fooliih  King  can  mean,  I  know  not ;  his 
poor  fleet  would  not  be  a  breakfaft  for  us.  I  verily 
believe,  if  the  war  fhould  continue  fome  years 
longer,  of  which  there  is  at  prefent  every  appearance, 
nobody  will  have  any  men  of  war  worth  fpeaking 
cf  but  ourfelves.  All  that  we  have  to  do,  is  to  re 
main  flrm  and  faithful  to  ourfelves.  While  we  do 
this,  all  the  world  combined  cannot  hurt  us ;  and 
when  we  have  rid  out  the  florm  of  war,  the  riches 
of  the  univcrfe  will  concentrate  themfelves  in  our 

ifland. 
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ifland.  You  never  faw  the  people  fo  united  as  they 
now  are.  The  Jacobins  are  few;  or  at  leaft,  they 
dare  not  fhow  their  heads,  particularly  fince  the 
attempt  to  invade  Ireland.  Hoche's  proclamation, 
boa  ft  ing  of  the  aid  he  expeded  from  thefe  gentry, 
has  routed  the  refentment  of  all  ranks  of  people 
againft  them  ;  and  for  a  man  to  declare  his  friendship 
for  the  French  cauie  now,  would  draw  on  him  the 
deteftation  of  all  that  know  him. 

"  The  Oppofition  are  quite  mum.  They  do, 
however,  accufe  the  Minifter  of  having  laid  his 
hand  on  the  Bank  without  caufe ;  but  it  mull  be 
remembered  that  they  alfo  aflerted,  that  he  was 
preparing  to  refill  an  invafion  without  caufe." 


WEDNESDAY,   12th  APRIL. 

Language  of  the  two  Parties  on  Mr.  Pinclneys  Dif- 
miffalfrom  Paris. — Volumes  have  been  publifhed  oil 
this  fubjecl: ;  the  two  following  articles,  one  from  a 
Federal,  and  the  other  from  a  Democratic  paper,  will 
give  the  reader  an  idea  of  the  general  language  of 
the  two  parties. 

The  Federalift. — As  foon  as  the  French  difcovered 
that  they  could  not  provoke  us  to  make  a  common 
caufe  with  them  in  the  war  againft  Great  Britain,  and 
that  their  prefumption  and  infolence  only  drove  the 
United  States  into  a  clofer  amity  with  that  country, 
they  refolved  to  confider  both  nations  as  their  ene 
mies,  and  to  treat  them  both  alike.  They  never 
loft  fight  of  this  hoftile  refolution,  although  it  has 
been  moderated,  and  at  times  fufpended,  from  a 
vain  hope  that  they  had  a  party  here  flrong  enough 
to  overturn  the  prefent  government,  and  to  intro 
duce  another  more  propitious ;  but  the  mift  is  now 
fcattered,  and  they  fee  clearly  that  all  their  manoeuvres 
,  have  not  only  rendered  them  more  odious,  but  that 
the  friendlhip  of  America  will  turn>  in  fpite  of  all 

their 
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their  efforts,  into  its  natural  and  ancient  channel. 
This  perfuafion  muft  render  them  very  indifferent 
about  the  contents  of  the  Prelident's  laft  letter  to 
Mr.  Pinckney,  whenever  it  comes  to  hand.  I  am 
doubtful  whether  they  will  ever  deign  to  give  it  a 
reading  ;  but  if  they  do,  I  believe  it  will  only  in- 
create  their  irritation,  and  perhaps  produce  an  im 
mediate  declaration  of  hoflilities. 

There  is  a  certain  degree  ot  bafenefs,  from  which 
a  man  or  a  nation  may  return  to  reafon  and  juftice ; 
but  when  they  have  boldly  rufhed  forward  to  fuch 
an  excefs  of  hypocrify,  ingratitude,  violence,  and 
perfidy  as  the  French  government  has  manifefled 
towards  America,  their  return  is  hopelefs.  They 
will  never  forgive  us  the  enormous  injuries  they 
have  done  us,  and  frill  lefs  the  defeat  of  the  greater 
wrongs  they  intended.  For  fhould  they  receive  the 
Prelident's  memorial,  and  aflent  to  the  juftice  of 
his  complaints,  they  will  proclaim  to  the  world  their 
own  condemnation,  and  aifume  the  payment  of  a 
debt  they  are  unable  to  difcharge;  they  mufl  re 
voke  their  piratical  decrees  ;  ceafe  from  plundering  ; 
and  pay  for  all  the  provifions  they  may  want  here 
after,  either  in  ready  money  or  a  fair  exchange. 
This  they  have  neither  the  honour  nor  the  means  to 
do;  war,  therefore,  and  plunder,  are  moft  agree 
able  to  their  neceffities  as  well  as  choice;  as  thele 
afford  a  pretext,  at  leait,  todifannul  a  treaty  which 
they  fay  has  been  a  real  dif advantage  to  them,  and 
to  cancel  a  debt  of  twelve  millions  of  dollars  that 
they  have  never  intended  to  pay.  And  when  we 
recoiled  that  this  line  of  conduct  towards  neutral 
nations,  and  the  United  States  in  particular,  is  a 
part  of  their  monflrous  project  of  ruining  the  Britifh 
commerce,  there  can  be  but  little  doubt  that  they 
will  peril  ft  in  it.  If  we  will  unite  with  them  in  this 
abominable  defign,  we  may  have  them  as  friends  $ 
if  not,  it  will  be  wife  to  prepare  for  war. 
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This  conduct  of  our  quondam  allies,  as  they  are 
pleafed  to  call  themtelves,  has  had  a  wonderful 
effect  on  the  public  mind ;  it  has  diflblved  a  charm 
that  for  five  years  had  bound  the  good  fenfe  of 
America  with  more  than  magic  enchantment.  We 
no  longer  conlicler  the  French  as  an  enlightened 
people  contending  for  liberty  ;  but  as  the  miferable 
Haves  of  a  few  low-bred,  unprincipled  tyrants, 
fighting  for  dominion  ;  perfidious  and  oppreffive  to 
their  friends,  and  purfuing  war  with  a  fpirit  of  car 
nage  and  plunder  difgraceful  to  the  age;  invading 
all  the  neighbouring  flates  without  provocation,  and 
violating  every  law  without  fcruple :  "  unappalled 
by  peril,  unchecked  by  remorfe,  defpifing  all  com 
mon  maxims  and  all  common  means/'  they  march 
Itraight  forward  to  the  firft  object  ;  which  was,  to 
extend  the  dominions  of  France,  or  "  to  fet  fre  to 
ihe  four  corners  of  Europe. *' 

It  is  not  itrange,  therefore,  that  when  our  own 
experience,  harmonizing  with  the  teflirnony  of  all 
.Europe,  has  placed  this  monftrous  compound  of  a 
government  in  its  true  light,  univerfal  horror 
and  refentment  ihould  arife,  and  that  the  general 
voice  fhould  now  cry  louder  for  revenge  than  corn- 
pen  fa  tion. 

The  Democrat. — The  news  of  Mr.  Pmckney's  be 
ing  dtfmiffed  by  the  Directory  is  confirmed.  What 
an  awful  criiis  does  this  make  in  the  affairs  of  this 
country  !  Yet,  awful  as  it  is5  it  was  forefeen  and 
predicted  by  the  republicans  the  moment  the  infa 
mous  treaty  with  Great  Britain  was  ratified.  They 
were  certain  France  would  never  tolerate  fuch  an 
explicit  departure  from  our  neutrality,  and  open 
violation  of  our  mod  facred  engagements  with  her. 
Solemn  as  is  the  afpect  of  our  affairs,  they  are  pre- 
cifely  where  a  wicked  adminiilrarion  have  long 
wifhed  to  fee  them.  If  war  with  France  was  not  a 
favourite  object  with  the  Prefident's  miniftry,  why 

was 
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\vas  Jay  the  greateft  enemy  France  ever  had,  and 
who  had  juft  libelled  the  French  miniiter  fent  to 
Great  Britain  ?  Why  was  a  treaty  made  by  which 
America  facrificed  every  thing  but  its  holtility  to 
that  republic  ?  Why  Government,  on  all  occations, 
ib  partial  to  the  Britifh  ?  Why  were  Tories  every 
where  promoted  to  office  ?  Why  was  Pickering's 
long  letter  published  ?  Why  was  Morris  fo  long 
kept  in  France  ?  Why  was  Munro  recalled  ?  Wrhy 
was  King,  an  Engliihrnan  at  the  heart,  and  a  bit 
ter  enemy  to  France,  fent  to  the  court  of  St. 
James's  ?  Why  was  Mr.  JefFerfon  oppofed  ?  In 
ihort,  why  were  a  thoufand  things  done  which  could 
have  had  no  other  object  than  to  embroil  us  with 
that  nation  ? 

Americans,  reflect  ! — It  is  time  to  exprefs  to  the 
Federal  government,  in  refpeclful  but  firm  lan 
guage,  your  fentiments  on  the  alarming  Hate  of 
your  public  affairs.  Let  the  Prelident  know  there  is 
nothing  you  wifh  for  fo  much  as  peace  and  friend- 
Ihip  with  France — nothing  you  deprecate  fo  much 
as  war  with  that  Republic,  or  an  alliance  offeniive 
and  defenfive  with  Great  Britain.  If  the  Britifh 
treaty  mull  be  the  price  of  this  peace  and  friendship, 
in  God's  name  let  it  go  :  it  was  founded  in  iniquity, 
it  was  carried  by  art  and  corruption,  and  there  is 
no  way  of  healing  our  wounded  honour,  or  repair 
ing  our  violated  faith,  but  in  refcinding  the  articles 
of  that  execrable  contract,  which  have  given  juil 
umbrage  to  our  allies  *. 

*  There  never  was,  I  will  venture  to  fay,  language  fo  bafe  a* 
this  held  by  any  party,  or  any  man,  in  the  whole  world  before. 
Would  one  imagine,  that  thefe  were  the  fentiments  of  men  pro- 
feiling  themfelves  the  fupporters  of  independence?  Never  was 
there  before  fuch  a  bafe  crew  exifting  in  the  world. 


THURSDAY, 
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THURSDAY,   13th  APRIL. 

Bitter  JWiigs,  Bradford  &  Co.— The  Merchants' 
jfd-veriifer  of  this  morning  publishes  fomething  that 
bears  tl\cform  of  a  letter  from  Marblehead,  flating 
that  the  Britifh.  Admiral  (the  gallant  Sir  John 
Jervis)  was,  on  the  ifl  March,  arrived  at  Lifbon 
with  his  prizes  ;  but  the  intelligent  writer  fays,  that  he 
had  taken  but  one  three-decker,  the  other  three  being 
two-deckers.  This  trifling  deduction  from  the  pro 
fit  of  battle  one  could  bear  well  enough  ;  but  when 
we  hear  the  Merchants'  Advertifer  alTerting,  that 
Jervis  (plain  Jervis  mind)  had  to  encounter  only  the 
'van-guard  of  the  Spanifh  fleet ;  when  we  fee  this 
malicious  paper  attempting  to  rob  the  noble  Admi 
ral  of  his  glory  as  well  as  his  title,  we  cannot  help 
thinking,  that  it  has  abandoned  that  rule  of  impar 
tiality  which  was  ever  to  regulate  its  conduct. 

The  perverle  writer  ftill  continues  to  deduct.  He 
has  the  affurance  to  tell  us3  that  there  were  but 
twenty-three  Spanifh  fhips,  though  we  are  aflured 
by  the  official  report  to  the  Admiralty  that  there 
were  twenty-feven. 

The  moll  curious  circumftance  mentioned  in  this 
letter,  is,  that  Jervis  (to  fpeak  in  the  fans-culotte  ftyle) 
ihould  bring  the  van  of  the  Spaniards  to  aclion, 
while  the  reft  of  the  fleet  could  not  get  up.  Now,  it 
is  pretty  generally  underftood,  that  the  van  goes 
foremoft;  therefore,  if  the  Span i(h  fleet  was  not 
failing  backwards,  the  wind  would  have  brought 
up  the  centre  and  rear  fquadrons,  without  any  ex 
ertions  whatever  on  the  part  of  their  crews. 

This  lilly  ftory,  invented  to  detract  from  the  ho 
nour  of  the  Britifh  fleet,  bears  a  ilrong  refemblance 
to  thofe  that  were  circulated  here  after  Lord  Howe's 
defeat  of  the  fans-culottes  in  1794.  Several  of  our 
newfpapers  faid  and  fwore,  that  it  was  no  defeat  at 
all  pn  the  part  of  the  French,  and  fome  of  them 
4  went 
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went  fo  far  as  to  inlift  on  its  being  a  vi&ory :  nor 
ihould  I  be  aftonifhed,  if  the  Merchants'  Advertifer 
were  to  receive  a  letter  by  next  pofl,  alluring  that 
Jervis  had  run  away. 

Traitors  in  Canada. — A  letter  from  Canada,  dated 
March  lytlr,  fays,  "  The  Parliament  here  have  not 
done  any  thing  worth  noticing.  The  Government 
have  taken  up  feveral  people  about  Montreal  for 
treafonable  practices,  &c.  &c.  One  Bifette,  a  rich 
tanner  near  that  city,  is  now  in  cloie  confinement, 
and  will  foon  be  tried.  A  French  commiffion  was 
found  on  him,  and  it  is  faid  there  are  feveral  others 
in  the  fame  predicament." 


FRIDAY,  14th  APRIL. 

American  Vanity. — The  following  has  been  pub- 
lifhed  in  all  the  papers  as  an  extract  of  a  letter  from, 
an  American  gentleman  in  London. — "  It  is  very 
important,  and  at  this  period  more  fo  than  formerly, 
that  we  fhould  eftablifh  peace  with  the  Barbary 
Powers. 

"  The  exclufion  of  "England  from  the  Mediterranean 
forts,  the  prefent  incapacity  of  France  to  profecute 
commerce,  the  indulgence  of  Spain,  and  the  influ 
ence  of  the  war  on  the  Italian  States,  furnifh  an 
opportunity  for  the  extenfion  of  our  navigation 
that  ought  not  to  be  neglected.  If  we  once  introduce 
ourjel-ves  we  fliall  never  again  lofe  our  hold.  This  trade 
is  important  to  the  fouthern  as  well  as  the  northern 
States,  and  it  is  incredible  what  freights  might  now 
be  made  by  our  people,  were  our  colours  free  in  the 
Mediterranean. 

"  I  am  informed,  from  very  good  authority,  that 
both  General  Sir  Ralph  Abercromby  and  Governor 
Simcoe,  before  they  failed  for  the  Weft  Indies,  vi- 

fited 
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fited  our  Minifter  Mr.  King,  and  allured  him  of 
their  difpoiition  by  every  means  in  their  power  to  re 
lieve  the  Americans^  and  their  trade  in  the  Well 
Indies,  from  the  embarraffments  to  which  they  have 
been  expofed  by  the  irregularity  of  fome  Britilh  pri 
vateers.  Both  thele  officers  treated  that  fubjecl,  as 
well  as  our  complaints  refpedling  fearches  of  Ameri 
can  veffels  for  Britifh  feamen,  in  a  very  proper 
manner  :  General  Abercromby  had  been  witnefs  to 
thefe  irregularities,  and  lamented  tnem :  he  will,  I 
am  convinced,  do  whatever  lies  in  their  power  to 
remedy  them  in  future. 

"  I  am  much  pleafed  with  the  manner  in  which 
he  is  reprefented  to  have  fpoken,  in  the  prefencc  of 
many  of  his  countrymen,  refpecling  our  President 
Waftiington,  whom  he  exprefTed  a  great  deiire 
to  fee,  adding,  that  he  confidered  him  to  be  the 
greatefl  and  mofl  perfefl  character  of  any  man  living. 
General  Simcoe,  who  is  appointed  Governor  of 
St.  Domingo,  for  the  purpofe  of  preventing  the 
extenfion  of  the  principles  taught  there  to  the  Eng- 
lifh  neighbouring  iflands,  has  given  affurances 
that  he  would  immediately  after  his  arrival  confer 
with  the  Admiral,  and  endeavour  to  prevent  the  in 
juries  of  which  we  have  complained  *." 

Republican  Ferocity  with  refpett  to  Prie/ls. — The 
Executive  Directory,  in  purfuance  of  the  law  of  15 
Frudtidor,  for  fuppreffing  religious  houles,  have  if- 

*  This  is  about  the  ten  thoufnndth  "  Extra&  of  letters,"  prt* 
tended  or  real,  that  I  have  feen  publiihed  in  the  American  newfpa- 
per?,  for  no  other  purpofe  that  I  can  perceive,  thoo  that  of  feafting 
the  alf^ady  over- fvvoln  vanity  of  the  people.  A  pretty  (lory  this, 
of  getting  the  trade  of  the  Mediterranean  to  the  exclufion  of  Great 
Britain !  General  Simcoe  may  indeed  have  a  high  opinion  of  Gene- 
j-al  Wafhington  j  but,  as  to  his  confidering  him  the  greateft  and 
waft  perfeft  character  exifting,  I  am  fure'it  is  a  LIE. 

VOL.  vv  s  fued 
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iiicd  an  order  requiring  all  the  religious  to  appear  be 
fore  the  municipal  magiftrates,  and  give  in  a  decla 
ration  of  their  names,  of  their  age,  the  community 
to  which  they  helonged,  of  the  commune  in  which 
they  propofe  to  fix  their  reiidence ;  of  the  bufinefs- 
or  profeilion  they  intend  to  follow,  and  of  their 
means  of  fubfiffence.  In  default  of  conforming  to 
this  order,  the  ex-religious  are  to  be  confidered  as  va 
gabonds,  and  treated  asfuch. — L'EcLAiR. 

This  fevere  law  was  intended  to  operate  princi 
pally  in  conquered  countries,  as  the  religious  efta- 
blifhments  in  France  were  abolifhed  by  the  Confti- 
tuent  Affcmbly.  It  has  created  great  difturbances  in 
Belgium,  where  the  people  have  flrong  religious 

Srejudices.  A  letter  from  Bruffels,  dated  16  Nivofe, 
anuary  5,  gives  an  account  of  an  infurreclion  in. 
the  neighbourhood  of  that  city.  A  detachment  of 
republican  troops  had  been  furprifcd,  and  compelled 
to  lay  down  their  arms.  The  infurgents  were  clif- 
perfed  by  a  body  of  troops  from  Brulfels  of  fix  hun 
dred  men,  with  fome  cannon. 

In  other  villages  there  have  alfo  been  tumults. 
The  inhabitants  have  aiTumed  the  black  cockade, 
and  declared  they  will  exterminate  the  republicans  to 
•the  loft  wan.  An  armed  force  is  patrolling  night  and 
day,  to  keep  the  peace  and  arrefl  the  rioters. — 

L'ECLAIR. 

[What  ftupid  bigots  the  Flemings  are,  not  to  fit 
eafy  and  quiet  under  the  laddie  of  French  fraternity! 
What  beafis  of  burden  are  they,  who  can  prefer  their 
old  fuperfritious  eflablifhments,  their  prieits,  their 
monks,  and  nuns,  and  the  quiet  enjoyment  of  their  ef- 
iates,  to  French  republican  taxes,  contributions,  and 
plunder  !  /] 

Letters  from  the  head-quarters  of  the  army  of  the 
Sambre  and  Meufe  announce,  that  many  of  the 
commifFaries  have  been  calhiered  for  their  dilapida 
tions  and  robberies  of  every  kind. 

i  An 
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An  account  from  Bologna,  of  December  n,  Hates, 
that  the  republican  con  dilution  was  accepted  by  the 
Affernbly  on  the  4th  of  December,  by  four  hundred 
and  fifty-four  votes  againft  thirty.  The  bells  of  the 
temple  where  the  deliberations  were  held,  announced 
this  event  to  the  people,  and  the  fignal  was  repeated 
throughout  the  city  and  territory.  The  Affembly 
was  occupied  in  chooflng  deputies  to  repair  to  Reggio 
on  the  27th,  to  unite  in  council  with  the  reprefenta- 
tives  ofFerrara,  of  Modena,  and  Reggio,  upon  the 
common  interefts  of  the  Cifpadane  confederation^ 
\Cifpadane  means  to  the  fouthvvard  of  the  river  Po  ; 
on  the  hither  fide  of  the  Po,  with  regard  to  Rome.] 

We  fhall  fee  in  due  time  whether  the  Italians  can 
manage  a  republic  better  than  the  French.  If  they 
cannot,  they  may  as  well  reft  eafy  under  lords  and 
prietfs.  The  old  government  of  France  was  the 
littfa  finger  o(  defpotifm,  compared  with  the  thigh  of 
military  government  now  exercifed  in  that  country. 
Murders,  aiTaffi nations,  and  robberies  multiply  all 
over  France,  and  even  the  military  are  too  corrupt 
or  too  feeble  to  reftrain  theie  excefles  and  crimes. 
This  is  a  ftatement  made  by  the  Legiflative  Body. 

The  misfortune  is,  men  are  not  made  republicans 
as  they  are  made  mafons  or  knights,  by  pafling 
through  a  few  ceremonies.  It  is  an  egregious  error 
in  Europe,  to  fuppofe  a  republic  can  be  founded  as 
men  found  a  manufactory.  The  people  in  Europe 
want  the  knowledge  and  the  habits  that  are  eflential 
to  the  quiet  ertablifhment  and  duration  of  free  go 
vernment.  The  duration  of  even  the  form  of  a  re* 
public  is  yet  problematical  in  France ;  for,  what  is 
that  government  which  is  to  be  maintained  by  dif- 
arming  the  militia ,  and  calling  for  regular  troops  to 
guard  the  elections  ?  This  is  the  fad  at  the  prefent 
elections  in  France. 

s  2  fo 
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The  Irijh  Confplrator's  Complaint. — The  following 
curious  piece,  taken  from  the  Merchants'  Advertifer 
of  the  other  day,  and  faid  to  be  an  extract  of  a  letter 
from  Ireland  to  a  friend  in  this  city,  may  be  properly 
enough  thus  termed. 

"  I  embrace  the  opportunity  to  congratulate  you 
'*  on  your  arrival  in  a  country,  the  facred  repoiitory 
of  liberty,  and  on  your  efcape  from  one  at  pre- 
fent  convulfed  by  party  fpirit  and  religious  animo- 
fity ;  that  which  has  been  inftituted  for  the  good 
of  fociety,  is  here  become  a  curfe ;  mercilefs  per- 
fecution  and  grim  oppreffion  move  with  rapid 
flrides  over  this  ill-fated  country.  Heavens  ! 
what  fcenes  !  men  heretofore  an  ornament  to  fo- 
ciety,  independent  in  fpirit  as  well  as  property,  fa- 
crificed  at  the  altar  of  intrigue  by  the  difciples  of 
Mammon,  the  junto  and  their  fatellites  who  fway 
our  counties.  But  they  are  the  minions  of  Pitt, 
and  mult  obey  his  dictates. 

"  A  few  days  back  we  had  a  fpccimenof  minifterial 
intrigue  in  this  town,  at  the  eleclionofa  member 
in  the  room  of  Mr.  Forbes.  The  Speaker,  John 
Folter,  exerted  his  influence  by  perfualion,  pro- 
miles,  and  threats,  in  favour  of  his  favourite  herd- 
man;  but,  after  a  contelt  ofiix  days,  your  friend 
"  Ball  carried  it,  to  the  great  joy  of  the  inhabitants. 
*6  Mr.  Grattan  came  from  Dublin  to  vote  for  Mr. 
"  Ball.  He  was  received  amidlt  the  acclamations 
"  of  a  grateful  people." 

Remarks. — About  a  twelvemonth  ago,  Mr.  Grat- 
tan  was  taken  into  the  Fitzwilliam  adminift ration, 
and  profefled  himielfa  Urn  friend  to  Mr.  Pitt's  mea- 
furcs ;  and  that  he  was  no  friend  to  the  French  the 
following  concluiion  of  a  fpeech  of  his  will  prove. 
"  Touch  not  the  plant  of  Gallic  growth  ;  its  fruit  is 
death,  though  it  be  not  the  tree  of  knowledge." 
This  fpeech,  and  the  fpeaker's  pro  feffions  of  loyalty 
at  the  fame  time,  earned  him  the  execration  of  the 

patriots. 
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patriots.  They  called  him  an  apqflate,  and  nothing 
but  his  double  apoftacy  could  have  now  merited 
"  the  acclamations  of  a  grateful  tribe  of  traitors." 

"  From  the  dii appointment  of  the  afcendancy  on 
"  this  occaiion,  I  fear  new  intrigues  are  on  the  ta- 
"  pis,  and  ine  old  farce  played  by  Ralph  and  Sweeny, 
"  in  conjunction  with  their  aflbciates,  Grimes  and 
"  Murphy,  will  be  brought  on  again. 

"  Thofe  who  have  in  any  manner  oppofed  their 
<c  nefarious  fchemes,  are  marked  as  victims  ;  I  hope 
"  our  old  tried  and  f pint  cd  friends,  Bird,  Ilamell, 
"  and  Skelton,  will  efcape  at  prefent,  in  compliment 
**  to  their  former  fufferings.  Linton  is  mad,  and 
fc  Brabazon  pines  away,  being  haunted  with  imaginary 


This  kind  of  viiionary  madnefs  is  very  common  to 
the  patriots  of  thefe  latter  times.  Exactly  contrary 
to  all  other  mortals,  th  s  fee  beft  with  their  eyes 
fhut.  No  fooner  does  „  sp  get  the  better  of  hunger 
and  the  fleas,  than  they  dream  of  whips,  jails,  and  gib 
bets.  So  firong  is  the  impreffion  fometimes  produced 
on  their  minds,  that  waking  does  not  undeceive  them. 
If  report  fays  true,  a  very  diflinguifhed  perfonage 
among  the  imported  patriots  was,  not  long  ago, 
heard  to  bellow  forth  curfes  againft  the  flreet 
pumps,  which  his  disordered  brain  had  transformed 
into  fo  many  pillories. 

"  The  country  prefents  nothing  but  a  fpeclacle  of 
"  wrctchednefs.  A  number  of  counties  are  declared 
"  out  of  the  King's  peace  ;  perfecution  is  in  its  zenith  ; 
<f  diftruft  and  jealoufy  pervades  every  rank  ;  ihepeo- 
"  pie  in  a  ft  ate  of  infurretfiw,  the  embers  of  which 
<c  are  only  fmothered  for  a  time  ;  perjurers,  fpies,  and 
"  informers  fupported  and  careired  ;  the  dread  of 
"  an  invafion,  which  a  few  days  ago  had  been 
"  nearly  completed ;  all  combined,  portend  fome- 
"  thing  of  a  moft  fcrious  nature/' 

Thus  this  fellow  complains  of  perfecution,  of  the 
s  3  cruelty 
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cruelty  of  declaring  feveral  counties  out  of  the  King?s 
peace,  in  the  very  fame  fentence  that  he  acknow 
ledges  the  people  to  be  in  a  ftate  of  infurrection  ! 
This  is  the  true  democratic  cant.  All  that  tends  to 
oppofe  their  abominable  projects,  becomes  perfecu- 
tion  and  tyranny. 

"  Public  papers  ere  this  have  informed  you  of  the 
"  arrival  of  the  French  fleet  in  Bantry  Bay,  where 
"  they  rode  for  feven  days  ;  a  mod  dreadful  florin 
*c  at  laft  came  on  to  blow  fo  hard,  they  were  ob- 
tc  liged  to  cut  their  cables  and  put  to  fea  ;  otherwife 
."  they  would  have  landed,  the  confequences  of  which 
"  I  leave  you  to  guefs.  However,  a  fecond  inva- 
"  lion  is  in  contemplation,  and  I  am  of  opinion  ere 
"  long  they  will  attempt  it.  All  depends  on  Mantua 
<c  and  the  reinforcements  fent  to  Alvinzi.  If  Man- 
"  tua  falls,  the  Emperor  mull  conclude  a  feparate 
<c  peace,  and  we  are  left  to  oppofe  legions  accuf- 
<c  tomcd  to  conquer ;  and  policy  will  didtate  to  the 
*c  Directory,  to  employ  them  rather  than  permit 
"  them  to  return  to  the  interior  at  the  prefent 


cnfs 


From  this  we  may  conclude  that  the  writer  of  the 
letter  is  in  all  the  fecrets  of  the  French  defpots  ;  it 
might  not  be  amifs,  therefore,  if  "  his  friend  in  this 
city"  would  let  us  know  what  they  intend  doing  with 
us. 

tf  Poor  O'Connor  lies  inNewgate  !  and  the  print- 
"  ers  of  the  Northern  Star  for  publifhing  his  letter : 
"  Minifiers  being  heretofore  defeated  in  their  at- 
"  tempts  on  thofe  public-fpirited  men,  are  now  de- 
Cc  terminecl  to  carry  their  point.  They  are  confined  ; 
*c  their  prefs  deftroyed':  many  others  from  different 
"  parts  are  fharing  a  fimilar  fate.  Spies  and  inform- 
"  ers  are  the  only  traffic  of  moment  here  at  pre- 
"  fent." 

Alas  for  poor  O'Connor! — Apropos:   I    wonder 

'  whether  'any    "party"   in  Dublin  ever  threatened 

'     - 
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poor  O'Connor  with  "  vengeance ;"  and  whether 
they  wrote  afrarecrozv  letter  to  Ms  landlord,  threat 
ening  to  dejtroy  Ins  houfe  if  O'Connor  was  not  put  to 
filence.  It  would  be  curious  to  know  this,  becaufe 
then  we  might  determine  with  more  precifion  the 
difference  between  the  Dublin  liberty  of  the  prefs 
and  that  of  Philadelphia. 

"  Flax-feed  is  a  bad  fpeculation  this  year.  There 
<f  is  a  veflel  arrived  at  Londonderry  from  Riga  with 
fi  eighteen  hundred  hogfheads,  and  many  more  are 
"  expecled.  This,  added  to  the  preicnt  ilate  of  the 
"  country,  leaves  it  an  article  of  little  value.  Our 
"  llaple  manufactory  is  at  a  fland ;  indeed  there 
4C  feems  to  be  a  total  flagnation  in  every  branch  of 
"  bufinefs  except  lawyers,  attornies,  and  foldiers  !!!" 
From  the  liberty  of  the  prefs,  to  flax-feed,  is  a 
pretty  fudden  tranfition  ;  but  this  is  not  the  only 
fault  in  the  lafl  paragraph  :  it  wants  truth.  Lawyers 
and  foldiers  are  not  the  only  defcription  of  perfons 
that  find  full  employment :  the  hangmen  are  as  bufy 
as  bees  ;  and  the  true  reafon  why  flax-feed  is  in  fo 
little  demand,  is  not,  as  the  writer  ftates,  the  flag- 
nation  of  trade,  but  the  very  urgent  call  which  there 
has  lately  been  for  hemp. 

. "  My  friend,  you  have  cfcaped  in  good  time ;  I 
"  wifhl  was  away  likewife,  but  family  duty  calls  upon 
me  to  flay.  Government  has  it  in  contemplation  to 
prevent  any  veflel  clearing  out,  having  any  pa  fieri - 
gers  on  board.  I  hope  we  fhall  meet  again." — And 
fo  I  hope  too  with  all  my  heart ;  but  I  hope  the 
meeting  will  not  take  place  on  this  lide  of  the  water. 
We  want  no  more  of  your  efeaping  folks ;  we  have 
too  many  of  them  already.  We  keep  no  gallows 
here,  and  confecjuently  are  at  a  total  lofs  how  to 
difpofe  of  them. — What  this  plaintive  correfpondent 
means  by  family  duty,  I  leave  Mr,  Bradford,  or  any 
of  the  cpnduftorS)  to  explain.  Perhaps  the  writer  may 
be  a  fprig  of  a  noble  family,  and  thinks  it  his  duty  to 
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hang  dangling  over  the  trunk;  if  fo,  I  applaud  his 
filial  piety,  and  may  that  hand  he  palfy-ilruck  that 
would  attempt  to  cut  him  down  ! 

SATURDAY,  1 5th  APRIL. 

EXTRACT  FROM  LONDON, 

\A  Poem,  written   by   Dr.    JOHNSON,  well  worth  a 
Minute  s  Pencfal  by  the  Citizens  of  Philadelphia* 

The  needy  villain's  general  home, 

With  eager  thirft,  by  ibi'y  or  by  fate, 
Sucks  in  the  d^egs  of  each  corrupted  ftate. 

"  All  that  at  home  no  more  can  beg  or  (leal, 
Or  like  a  gibbet  be  ter  ihan  a  *  heel> 
Hiis'd  from  the  ftage,  or  hooied  from  the  court, 
Their  air,  their  drefs,  their  politics  import. 
Obfeqnious,  artful,  voluble,  ann  gay, 
On  Britain's  fond  credulity  they  prey  : 
No  gainful  trade  their  induftry  can  '{cape, 
They  ling,  they  dance,  clean  flioes,  or  cure  a  ****  j 
All  Iciences  a  fatting  Monjieur  knows, 
And  bid  him  go  to  hell,  to  hell  he  goes. 

"  Studious  to  pleafe,  and  ready  to  fubmit, 
The  fupple  Gaul  was  born  a  paralite : 
Still  to  his  intereft  true,  where'er  he  goes, 
Wit,  brav'ry,  worth,  his  laviih  tongue  beftows  j 
In  ev'ry  face  a  thoufand  graces  fhine, 
From  ev'ry  tongue  flows  harmony  divine. 

"  Thele  arts  in  vain  our  rugged  natives  try,"j 
Strain  out  with  falt'ring  diffidence  a  lie, 
And  gain  a  kick  for  awkward  flattery.  J 

How,  when  competitors  like  thefe  contend, 
Can  furly  virtue  hope  to  fix  a  friend  ? 
Slaves  that  with  ferious  impudence  beguile, 
And  lie  without  a  blufli,  without  a  fmilc; 
Exalt  each  virtue,  ev'ry  vice  adore, 
Your  tafte  in  inuff,  your  judgment  in  a  wh — re. 

"  For  arts  like  thefe  preferr'd,  admir'd,  carefs'd, 
They  firft  invade  your  table,  then  your  breaft ; 
Explore  your  fecrets  with  inlidious  art, 
Watch  the  weak  hour,  and  ranfack  all  your  heart ; 
Then  foot)  your  ill-placM  confidence  repay, 
Commence  your  lords,  and  govern  or  betray." 

2  Ireland's 
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Ireland s  Security, — Grave  politicians,  hearing  of 
the  French  invanon  of  Ireland,  cxpofe  the  wildnefs 
of  the  attempt,  by  arguments  drawn  from  the  nature 
of  trie  coaft,  the  fortified  ftate  of  the  harbours,  and 
the  loyally  of  \he  people.  A  laugher  may  affert  the 
fafety  of  the  infli,  by  iiating  a  circumftance  in  the 
natural  hiftory  of  Hibernia.  St.  Patrick  having,  in 
early  time,  warned  all  reptiles  from  his  precindr,  it 
mutt  be  concluded  that  frogs  were  among  the  num 
ber  :  as  they  form  a  very  capital  article  in  French 
diet,  an  army  of  ten  thoufand  famifhed  Moniieurs 
would  foon  make  a  very  flender  figure  in  a  country 
where  not  one  croak  can  be  heard. 


MONDAY,  iyth  APRIL. 

FURTHER   EVIDENCES  OF  THE  BLESSINGS  OF  FRENCH 
FRATERNITY  TO  POOR  HOLLAND. 

Proclamation  of  the  French  Commij/fioners  at  the  Hague, 
<L>]th  January,  1795. 

*  Egalite 

G 

Unite  Indivifibilite 

C?'. 

Fraternite 

"  The  reprefentatives  of  the  people,  belonging 
to  the  armies  of  the  north,  &c.  taking  into  their 
confideration  the  wants  of  the  army  of  the  Repub 
lic,  and  the  neceffity  of  fupplying  it  with  the  objecls 
of  fubiiftence,  fupplies  of  proviiion  and  clothing, 
of  which  it  has  occalion  in  the  countries  where  it  is 
eftablifhed,  withing  to  avoid  the  means  of  parti- 


*  Thefe  FIVE  WORDS,  which  grace  the  head  of  all  their  frater 
nizing  proclamations,  and  pofTefs  a  magic  effect,  have  never  been 
properly  tranflated :  the  literal  tranflation  of  them  is,  "  One  Heady 
object,  the  LIBERTY  which  they  allow  none  to  fliare  with  them, 
$f  EQUALITY,  plundering  FRIEND  and  foe." 

cular 
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cular  requisitions,  and  the  intervention  of  fubaltern 
agents,  they  think  it  moil  agreeable  to  addrefs  thenv- 
ielves  to  the  States  General,  and  formally  invite 
them  to  fupply  them,  in  the  fpace  of  one  month,  with 
the  following  quantities,  viz.  200,000  quintals  of 
wheat,  avoirdupois  weight;  5,000,000  of  rations 
of  hay;  200,000  rations  of  ftraw  ;  5,000,000  bufh- 
cls  of  corn  ;  150,000  pair  of  fhoes  ;  20,000  pair  of 
boots;  20,000  coats  and  waiftcoats  ;  40,000  pair  of 
breeches;  150,000  pair  of  pantaloons;  200,000 
ihirts ;  50,000  hats  ;  to  be  delivered,  further,  within 
two  months,  12,000  oxen.  The  reprefentatives  of 
the  people  anxioufly  cxpecl:  that  the  States  General 
will  comply  with  the  above  requefl,  and  do  every 
thing  in  their  power  to  prevent  their  fellow-citizens 
from  being  troubled  with  the  forms  of  a  requilition, 
always  perplexing  to  the  inhabitants,  and  that  they 
will  ufe  every  exertion  to  complete  their  contingent. 
They  hope  that  the  JIow  form  of  ordinary  admini- 
Jtration,  and  the  doubts  of  the  competence  of  their 
authority ,  which  may  put  fome  iloppage  to  this  ope 
ration,  may  be  carefully  SET  ASIDE.  They  have 
a  right  to  flatter  themfelves  that  all  the  citizens  of  the 
United  Slates*,  and  all  the  conftituted  authorities, 
will  ufe  the  fame  zeal  to  fecond  their  views,  and 
amicable  intentions. 

"  Every  neceffary  meafure  {hall  be  taken  iofettk^ 
for  the  payment  of  the  above  articles." 

In  confequence  of  the  preceding  modefl  requeil^ 

*  This  proclamation  will  form  a  good  precedent  for  the  United 
States  of  America,  when,  by  the  aid  of  domefiic  traitors^  the 
French  Republic  {hall  have  obtained  the  fame  footing  here  which 
ihe  has  obtained  in  Holland. 

f  They  j'etded  for  the  payment  of  this  property  by  levying, 
immediately  after,  a  contribution  of  five  millions  lierling  on  the 
wretched  inhabitants. 

the 
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the  enflaved  States  General  iffued,  on  the  very  fame 
day,  the  following  proclamation  : 

"  The  States  General  of  the  United  Provinces  to 
all  who  thall  fee  or  hear  thefe  prefents,  greeting- 
Give  to  know  that  the  reprefentatives  of  the  French 
nation,  now  in  this  country,  have  intimated  to  us, 
that  it  is  necejjary  that  fpeedy  provifion  fhould  be 
made  of  feveral  articles,  &c.  &c.  (enumerating  the 
above  catalogue).  The  above-mentioned  reprefent 
atives  have  alfo  added,  that,  intlcad  of  following 
the  practice  introduced  in  other  countries  which  their 
troops  have  entered,  namely,  that  the  requifitions 
of  fimilar  articles  have  been  made,,  publiihed,  and 
carried  into  execution  by  themfelves,  they  have 
chofen  to  treat  this  Republic  in  another  manner, 
and  thereby  prove  the  inclination  of  the  French  na 
tion  to  conlider  it  in  the  light  of  an  approaching  ally, 
and,  of  confequence,  have  begged  of  us  to  effecluate 
the  delivery  of  the  above  mentioned  neceiFaries,  &c. 
Convinced  of  the  necejjity  of  taking  the  moft  effec 
tual  meafurcs  for  complying  with  the  faid  requi 
fitions,  we  have  judged  that  the  heft  and  leaft  bur- 
denfome  method  of  accomplifhing  this  object,  will 
be  for  the  government  to  contract  for  the  articles  in 
queftion,  and  for  the  refpective  provinces  to  furnim 
the  neceflary  funds. 

u  We  doubt  not  that  the  inhabitants  will  be  con 
vinced  of  the  abfolute  riecefTity  of  enabling  their 
provincial  fovereigns  to  furnifh  thefe  neceflary  funds 
without  the  imallefl  delay ;  but  we  think  it  necef- 
fary  to  hold  up  to  all,  conjunclly  ancj  feverally,  the 
fiftrejs  to  which  they  mufl  expofe  themfelves,  if 
they  manifefl  the  leajl  unwillingnefs,  or  even  pro- 
crajimatlon\  for  we  are  intimately  perfuaded  of  the 
ferious  intention  of  the  above-mentioned  reprefent 
atives  of  the  French  nation,  that  their  requifitions 
Jhall  be  complied  with,  at  the  appointed  time,  and 
therefore  mark  al!5  in  the  moil  imprefiive  man- 
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ner,  that  they  will  have  themfelves  to  blame  if  mea- 
fures  of  force  and  violence  mull  be  employed  to 
maintain  what  we  wifh  to  fee  accompli  fried  with  the 
greateft  poflible  order  and  regularity." 

The  above  is  one  fpecimen  of  that  fyflem  of  friend- 
Jhip  and  generofity  which  a  French  hireling  in  the 
Aurora  has  the  impudence  to  fay  has  been  the  in 
variable  conduct  of  the  French  towards  Holland. 
In  a  future  communication,  foine  account  will  be 
given  of  the  manner  in  which  the  French  Republic 
has  lately  forced  upon  Holland  a  form  of  govern 
ment,  adapted  to  the  views  and  deligns  of  France, 
but  fo  repugnant  to  the  wifhes  of  the  Dutch,  as  to 
have  been  previoufly  rejected  by  their  reprefentatives 
in  convention,  .by  a  majority  of  more  than  three  to 
one,  after  many  days  debate. 

The  King  and  Wafhington. — The  following  is  talcen 
from  the  New-York  Daily  Advertifer. — When  the 
King  was  informed  of  General  Wafhington's  vo 
luntary  refignation  of  the  Prefidency  of  the  United 
States,  the  amiable  Monarch  exclaimed,  "  Well, 
"  now  that  I  find  he  can  thus  dilpenfe  with  power, 
"  when  his  duty  commands,  I  muft  declare  he  is  a 
"  great  man  *." 

TUESDAY,  i8th  APRIL. 

Jefferfon. — -Extract  of  a  letter  from  a  gentleman  in 
Georgia,  to  his  friend  in  this  city,  dated  March  i , 
1797, — c{  There  is  one  piece  of  information  you, 
have  given  me,  which,  though  not  very  furprifing, 
has  puzzled  me  a  little.  The  letter  from  Jeii" n 


*  I  fhould  be  glad  to  know  ivbo  heard  the  King  fay  this.  And 
lam  very  glad  that  the  King,  who,  in  1776,  was  fallely  faid  to 
poflefs  every  trait  that  could  characterize  a  tyrant^  is  now  called 
an  u  amiable  monarch" 

to 
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to  Madifon,  which  fpcaks  of  the  Pre/!tfytt  cleft  in 
the  molt  flattering  terms,  is  perfectly  intelligible. 
Bat  I  have  not  yet  clearly  made  up  my  mind  what 

]Vlr.   J 's   motives   are  for   accepting  the  office 

of  Vice-prefldent,  to  which    he  has  been   elecled. 
You  appear  to  have  fettled  the  point  yourfclf,  and 
think  that  he  intends  to   rally   the   faction  round 
him,  and  put  himfelf  at   the  head  of  the  French 
party.     Were  this  not  a  fcrvice  of  danger,  I  ihould 
think  it  his  intention,  as  I  have  no  doubt  it  is  his 
wifh.     I  have  no  opinion  of  the   ttrength  of  his 
nerves,  and  I  think  that  he  has  fagacity  enough  to 
difcover  that  this  French  fattion  is  but  a  temporary 
monfter.     It  has  produced  calamity  and  defolation 
wherever    it    has    appeared.      Fortunately   for   the 
world,  it  bears  the  principles  of  its  own  deflruclion 
within   itfelf.      It  refembles   the  mammoth  in   fome 
refpects,  which  it  has  pleafed  God  to  extirpate.   Had 
that  deitrucrive  beafl  been  permitted  to  continue  in 
exiitence,  all  animated  nature  within  his  reach  rnuft 
have  been  fwallowed  up.    Thefe  moniters  have  both 
engaged  a  confiderable   fhare  of  that  gentleman's* 
attention.     I  am  inclined  to  believe  that  the  publi 
cations  refpe6Hng  his  characler  and  conduct  have 
given  him  a  great  deal  of  unhappinefs,  as  he  muft  be 
ienfible  that  he  has  deferved  a  confiderable  part,  if 
not  the  whole,  of  what  has  been  faid  of  him.     By 
coming  forward  and  acting  a  cunning  part,  he  may 
expect  to  get  rid  of  a  great  deal  of  that  odium, 
which  he  could  not  hope  to  remove  by  continuing 
in  retirement.     After  ail,  it  is  probable  that,  when 
he  defcends  from  his  mountain  and  mixes  in  the 
world,  he  will  act  as  I  have  dated,  or  as  you  fore 
tell,  according  to  circumftances.    If  the  French  con 
tinue  their  fuccefles  (which  God  forbid!)  lie  will  be 
f  eft  dent  tally  troubiefome.     If  they  meet   with  their 
delerts,  (which  God  grant !)  and  are  brought  to  their 
feafes,  he  will  flatter,  and  endeavour  to  conciliate. 

It 
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It  gives  me  pleafure  to  learn  that  Adet  has  not  met 
•with  the  fupport  he  cxpecfled,  and  that  he  appears 
to  be  in  a  ftate  of  deipondcncy.  The  fpears  of 
Ithurid  roufed  Satan  from  the  humble  condition  of 
a  toad.  Should  the  French  armies  begin  again  to 
play  their  pranks  with  fuccefs,  I  have  no  doubt  that 
the  faine  effect  would  be  produced  on  Mr.  Adet; 
we  fhould  fee  again  fpring  up,  "  in  his  own  lhape, 
the  Fiend." 

Nelfon  in  the  Bailie  off  Cape  St.  Vincent. — The 
Santiffima  Trinidada,  aSpaniih  fhip  of  one  hundred 
and  fifty  guns,  and  on  board  of  which  the  flag  of  the 
Spanifh.  commander  in  chief,  Don  Cordova,  was 
flying,  (truck  to  the  Victory  ;  but  as  fome  of  our 
ihips  were  about  to  take  poffeffion  of  her,  five  frefh 
ihips  of  the  enemy  came  up,  and  carried  her  off. 
After  the  action,  however,  ihe  was  heard  of  by  the 
Britifh  fleet  as  being  in  tow  of  a  frigate,  and  fome 
of  the  Britifh  fhips,  we  underitand,  were  detached  in 
queft  of  her  ;  fo  that  there  was  {till  a  chance  of  her 
being  taken. 

Commodore  (now  Rear-admiral)  Nelfon,  we  un- 
derttand,  behaved  with  the  moil  unexampled  en- 
terprife  and  intrepidity.  His  pendant  was  flying 
on  board  the  Captain  of  feventy-four  guns — he 'or 
dered  the  commander  of  that  fhip  to  lay  him  on 
board  the  Salvador  del  Mundo.  This  order  was 
inftantly  obeyed,  and  the  gallant  Commodore,  at  the 
head  of  the  boarders,  was  the  fir  ft  to  enter  the 
enemy's  fhip,  which  he  almofl  immediately  carried. 


WEDNESDAY,   i9th  APRIL. 

Queen  of  France  defended  by  Play  fair. — It  is  well 
kno.vn  that  the  languinary  Convention,  in  order  to 
ftifllc  all  companion  for  the  fufFerings  of  Marie 
Antoinette,  and  finally,  tojuftify  the  murder  they 

had 
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had  refolved  to  commit,  charged  her  with  every  fpe- 
oies  of  criminality,  calculated  to  create  difguft  and 
deteftation  ;  nor  can  it  be  forgotten,  that,  in  the 
profecution  of  this  humane  and  honourable  work, 
they  received  confiderable  aid  from  a  very  great 
majority  of  the  newfpapers  in  America.  Think 
not,  gentle  reader,  that  I  am  going  to  add  to  the 
volumes  of  calumny  that  you  have  heard  vomited 
forth  againit  this  ill-fated  princefs.  My  intention  is 
to  refcue  her  memory  from  the  opprobrium  which 
has  been  heaped  on  it  with  fo  unfparing  a  hand, 
and  with  fo  much  injufHce  ;  and,  in  fo  doing,  to 
refcue  the  American  prefs  from  the  difgrace  of  being 
the  paffive  undifcriminating  tool  of  popular  pre 
judice. 

The  following  extract  is  taken  from  Playfair's 
riiftory  of  Jacobinifm,  vol.  ii.  p.  125.  P.  P. 

"  To  prepare  the  people  for  the  judgment  of  the 
detained  reprefentatives,  and  to  divert  them  from  the 
lofs  of  Valenciennes,  the  Convention  thought  proper 
to  gratify  their  thirft  of  blood,  and  its  own  venge 
ance,  by  bringing  to  the  lait  punifhment  the  un 
fortunate  Queen. 

"  Vengeance  and  favage  ferocity  were,  however, 
on  this  occafion  completely  humiliated  by  the  calm, 
mild,  and  dignified  behaviour  of  an  injured  and 
infulted  princefs.  Never  has  the  world  been  witnefs 
to  a  fcene  where  more  modeft  and  becoming  dignity 
was  difplayed  by  the  accufed,  nor  where  lefs  regard 
was  paid  to  decency,  truth,  humanity,  and  jufiice, 
by  the  acctifers. 

"  All  Europe  had  been  filled  with  libels  and  af- 
perfions  again  ft  the  Queen  of  France,  even  in  the 
days  of  her  power  and  profperity ;  and  what  the  at 
tachment  of  her  friends  could  never  accomplifh,  the 
infamous  accufations  of  her  enemies  effected  in  a 
moment.  Calumny  was  filenced,  and  not  a  doubt 

left 
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left  with  refpecl  to  the  purity  of  a  reputation  fo  often 
and  fo  unjuttly  attacked. 

u  Neither  offers  of  reward,  nor  threats  of  venge 
ance,  had  been  able  to  procure  one  {ingle  proof  of 
criminality  or  vice  againft  the  widow  of  the  unfortu 
nate  King,  whom,  in  order  to  find  guilty,  though  a' 
Granger,  unprotected  and  alone,  her  enemies  faw 
themfelves  reduced  to  the  neceflity  of  employing  the 
mod  difgraceful,  abominable,  and  abfurd  of  all  ex 
pedients  ;  her  infant  fon  was  intoxicated,  and  at  the 
iuggefrion  of  that  mifcreant  Hebert,  whofe  name 
alone  brings  to  mind  every  thing  that  is  vrcious  or 
wicked,  the  affecTionate  carefles  of  a  mother  to  a 
child  of  nine  years  of  age  were  conflrued  by  thofe 
moniters  into  a  crime,  the  committing  of  which 
would  be  unnatural,  if  it  were  not  impoffible  *. 

*  "  Hebert  publiflied  a  paper  called  the  P 'ere du  CbZnc,  in  which 
oaths,  blafphemies,  and  obfccnities,  filled  up  two  thirds,  atleaft,  of 
every  fentence :  it  would  be  necefTary  to  have  feen  a  fpecimen  of 
that  precious  morfel,  in  order  to  form  an  idea  of  the  talents  of  its 
author,  and  the  refined  tafte  of  the  Parifian  fans-culottes.  Well, 
this  fame  Hebert  propoied  to  bring  the  young  Prince  into  court, 
•and  queftion  him,  after  having  him  in  a  flate  of  intoxication  ;  not 
that  even  then  he  could  be  brought  to  accufe  his  mother,  but  guef- 
lions  were  to  be  niked  in  fuch  a  way,  that  the  anfwers  might  be 
conftrued  unfavourably  for  the  mother.  This  artifice  was  fo  glar 
ing,  that  even  the  judges  of  the  revolutionary  tribunal  objected  to 
it  ;  the  fpectators,  they  (aid,  would  fee  through  it :  an  examination 
was  then  fabricated  by  Hebert  arid  fome  of  his  companions.  Even 
the  fateflites  of  the  tribunal  found  this  accufation  too  abominable 
and  abfurd,  to  which  the  Queen  very  properly  refufed  to  anfwcr, 
but  by  an  *  appeal  to  the  hearts  and  feelings  of  all  mothers? 

"  Hebert  was  the  projector  of  the  worfnip  of  Reafon  ;  his  mif- 
trefs  perfoncited  that  Goddefs  of  Reafon  ;  but  Robefpierre's  feaft  in 
honour  of  the  Supreme  Being  did  away  aH  this,  thedefpot  having 
previoufly  lent  both  the  oracle  and  the  goddefs  to  the  guillotine. 
Faris  was  never  difpofed  to  be  more  gay  than  when  the  Pere  du 
Chene  mounted  the  fcatfold;  even  the  executioner  mocked  and  in- 
f ul ted  him,  to  the  great  delight  of  the  fpe&ators.  Such  circum- 
Itances  Jeud  to  a  hope,  that  all  fentiment  of  jnftice  is  not  yet  banifh- 
cd  from  the  minds  even  of  the  Parifians,  and  that  the  day  may  yet 
come,  when  ail  the  companions  of  his  crimes  will  be  treated  in  the 
fame  manner." 

"The 
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**  The  Queen  of  France  had  long  fuffered  every 
5nfult  and  humiliation  which  it  was  poffible  for  her 
enemies  to  invent ;  and  certainly  if  Frenchmen  had 
retained  any  of  that  humanity  and  feeling  which 
they  pretended  to  poflefs,  the  departments  and  the 
whole  of  France  would  have  joined  in  demanding 
for  her  that  refpecl  which  is  due  to  misfortune,  and 
thatjuftice  which  is  due  to  a  defencelefs  ftranger. 
Such  a  Hep  would  have  been  highly  honourable* 
There  was  no  reafon  for  not  doing  fo,  as  it  could 
liave  been  attended  neither  with  tumult  nor  danger. 
But  the  French  nation  has  ihown,  that  with  a  fuper- 
abundant  vanity,  and  pretenlions  to  every  virtue,  it 
poffefles  none  ;  and  that  it  would  be  better  for  de 
fencelefs  innocence  to  be  in  a  cavern  of  robbers  in  a 
foreft,  than  to  be  before  the  revolutionary  tribunal 
of  Paris. 

"  As  the  character,  the  rank,  and  the  accomplifh- 
ments  of  this  unfortunate  Queen,  have  infpiied  her 
advocates  with  a  warmth  of  expreffion  that  is  very 
natural  and  excufable,  though  ill  fitted  to  convince 
the  malicious,  it  may  not  be  improper  to  prove,  as 
far  as  probable  evidence  can  go,  that  the  Queen  of 
France  was  totally  irreproachable  on  the  fubject  of 
fidelity  to  the  marriage-bed.  This  digreffion,  it  is 
hoped,  will  be  excufcd,  when  it  is  remembered  that 
many  of  thofe  who  once  fiourifhed  in  the  funfhine 
of  her  favour,  contributed  by  their  own  levity  of  con 
duct,  as  well  as  by  their  lilence,  to  fupport  calum 
nies  which  it  would  have  been  their  duty  and  their 
interefl  to  contradict  ;  and  when  we  have  the  ex 
ample  of  whole  volumes  being  written  to  vindi 
cate  the  characters  of  queens,  who,  though  perhaps 
more  beautiful,  were  certainly  not  moreaccomplifh- 
cd^  were  lefs  unfortunate,  and  much  more  liable  to 
reproach,  than  the  daughter  of  Maria  Terefa,  It 
will  be  a  relief  to  us,  aft<r  contemplating  the  horrors 

VOL.  V*  T  and 
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and  villanies  of  men,  to  dwell  for  a  moment  on  the 
virtues  of  an  amiable  woman. 

"  We  ought  in  the  firft  place  to  confider,  that  in 
nocence,  unlefs  when  the  charges  are  direct,  can 
never  be  proved  by  poiitive  evidence ;  we  mult  be 
contented  with  probable  evidence,  as  the  nature  of 
things  does  not  admit  of  any  other. 

"  The  court  of  France  was  in  a  very  corrupted, 
diforderly  flate,  when  the  late  Queen  arrived,  and  was 
married  to  the  Dauphin.  The  example  of  a  king, 
who  in  his  latter  days  had  given  a  loofe  to  debau 
chery,  was  followed  with  eagernefs  amongft  a  nobi 
lity  naturally  given  to  the  fame  fort  of  vice. 

"  At  that  fame  time  Madame  du  Barry  *,  raifed 
from  being  upon  the  town,  in  a  very  inferior  flyle, 
to  be  miftrcfs  of  the  King,  difpenfed  the  royal  fa 
vour  amongft  the  courtiers,  and  of  confequence  the 
young  German  Princefs  made  her  entry  in  the  midil 
of  cabals,  intrigues,  and  enemies.  Open,  amiable, 
and  generous,  fhe  foon  had  friends ;  but,  innocent 
and  unfufpecling,  ilie  expofed  herfelf  to  the  ilander 
of  her  enemies,  from  which  thofe  friends  could  not 
protect  her. 

"  When,  after  the  death  of  his  grandfather,  Louis 
XVI.  began  to  reign,  his  limple  manner  of  life,  his 
want  of  taile  for  the  pleafurcs  and  diffipations  of  the 
court,  contrafted  with  the  love  of  fplendour  carried 
too  far,  and  of  gaiety,  which  the  Queen  did  not  at 
tempt  to  conceal,  gave  room  for  the  courtiers  at 
Versailles  and  the  people  of  Paris,  fo  much  addicled 
to  fcandal,  to  fufpicion,  and  fo  much  accuftomed  to 
find  fcandal  and  fufpicion  juflified  by  the  loofenefs 


*  "Madame  du  Barry  condu&ed  herfelf,  however,  on  mod  oc- 
eafions,  with  a  moderation  and  prudence  that  did  her  great 
honour.  The  old  King  was  not  fo  prudent  as  his  young  rniftrefs, 
aiki  often  not  fo  juft." 

of 
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of  their  own  conduct,  to  raife  thofe  reports,  which, 
fpreading  all  over  Europe,  tarnifhed  her  character  *. 

"  The  French  always  judge  of  others  by  them- 
felves ;  it  is  the  failing  of  their  nation,  and  they  did  not 
coniider  that  a  Princefs,  defcended  from  one  of  the 
moit  illuftrious  and  the  proudeft  families  in  Europe, 
and  who  was  accufed  by  themfelves  of  having  too 
much  Auftrian  pride,  would  have  been  irreparably 
humiliated  and  ruined,  had  fhe  put  herfelf  for  a 
moment  in  the  power  of  any  perfon  upon  this  deli 
cate  fubject. 

66  But  levity,  and  the  national  characler  of  the 
French,  did  not  alone  contribute  to  fpread  and  cir 
culate  thefe  reports.  The  Duke  of  Orleans,  and  all 
his  adherents  and  affociates,  exerted  themfelves  to 
give  plaulibility  and  probability  to  defamation  ;  and 
particular  circumftances  which  malignity  had  con 
trived,  were  circulated  by  unfufpicious  credulity. 
t  "  The  levellers,  who  began  to  wifh  for  that  fy£- 
tem  which  they  have  iince  feen  realized,  feized  upon 
this  occaiion  to  degrade  royalty  ;  the  King  of  France 
was  laughed  at  and  turned  into  ridicule  ;  and  before 
the  revolution  began  no  two  perfons  in  the  kingdom 
were  fo  much  mifunderftood,  as  to  their  real  charac 
ters,  as  the  King  and  Queen. 

"  A  myfterious  affair  of  a  trick  played  upon  the 
Cardinal  de  Rohan,  about  a  diamond  necklace  ~j~,  by 
fome  of  thofe  fortune-hunters,  male  and  female,  who 

fwarmed 


*  "  The  turn  of  the  French  for  this  fort  of  fcandal  was  fo  greaf, 
that,  by  becoming  univerfal,  it  teemed  to  have  rendered  their  man 
ner  of  fpreading  it  an  affair  of  courfe." 

f  "  This  affair  of  the  necklace  was  merely  a  trick  pracWed  on 
the  Cardinal,  who  had  been  ambaffador  at  Vienna  when  the  fcheme 
of  the  marriage  of  Louis  XVI.  firft  took  place.  He  had  tried 
rather  to  prevent  the  union,  and,  as  he  did  not  fucceed,  was  not 
in  the  good  graces  of  the  parties  after  it  had  taken  place.  The 
Cardinals  had  always  been  furrounded  with  adventurers,  who  pre 
tended  to  have  difcovered  the  art  of  making  gold,  and  other  va- 

T  2, 
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fwarmed  in  Paris,  in  which  the  Queen  had  been  per- 
fonated  by  a  Mademoiielle  Oliva,  who  refembled 
her  confiderably  in  features  and  perfon,  made  a  noife 
all  over  Europe;  and  as  this  affair  was  never  pro 
perly  fearched  to  the  bottom  and  explained,  many 
people  believed  the  Queen  was  actually  one  of  the 
adventurers  who  duped  the  Cardinal. 

66  In. France,  as  the  firtt  impreflion  is  generally 
yielded  to,  things  are  feldom  much  examined  and 
compared,  otherwife  the  Queen  fhould  either  have 
been  acquitted  of  this,  or,  if  not,  acquitted  of  the 
accufation  of  lavifliing  away  millions  every  week  ; 
ibr  if  fhe  had  fuch  fums  at  her  command,  how  could 
any  one  fuppofe  that  a  lady,  who  never  fhowed  that 
ihe  would  itoop  to  play  a  mean  part,  fhould,  for  the 
lake  of  fo  fmall  a  fum,  put  herlelf  into  the  hands  of 
her  enemies  ;  and,  in  fhorl,  become  the  affbciate  of 
half  a  dozen  miferables,  who  would,  probably, 
£»ifh  by  dividing  the  fpoils  among  themfelves  ?  This 
was  ridiculous.  The  frory  of  the  necklace  *  would 
have  been  barely  probable,  if  the  Queen  had  been 
a  mean-lpirited  woman,  who  had  not  any  means  of 
procuring  money  to  defray  her  extravagancies^. 

"  Such  were  the  caufes  that  operated  principally 


luable  fecrets  in  chemiftry  :  a  plan  was  formed  by  fome  of  thefe 
adventurers  to  dupe  him  out  of  a  great  fum  of  money,  upon  the 
idea  that  the  Queen  wifhed  to  be  poifeffed  of  this  necklace,  and 
that  if  he  could  procure  it  he  would  get  into  favour  at  court." 

*  "  The  value  of  the  necklace  was  only  1,400,000  livres,  or 
6o,ooo/.  fterling,  and  could  not  fell  for  half  that  fum  ;  it  was  ri 
diculous  for  thofe  fame  perfons,  who  accufecl  the  Queen  of  giving 
fuch  large  fums  to  her  favourites,  to  fuppofe  fhe  would  go  (hares 
with  fix  or  feven  fwindlers  for  fuch  a  fum  as  this ;  betides,  fuch 
a  charge  required  fome  proof,  and  none  was  ever  produced." 

f  u  Another  report  was,  that  (lie  did  this  to  be  revenged  of 
the  Cardinal.  This  is,  if  poffible,  ftill  more  inconceivable,  and 
requites  no  anfwer,  after  the  difpofition  to  pardon  her  enemies, 
which  the  Queen  had,  on  fo  many  occafions,  both  before  and  du 
ring  the  revolution,  manifefted.  To  remember*  but  not  to  re 
taliate,  was  known  to  be  her  maxim  with  relpecl  to  enemies." 
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s n  making  injurious  reports  be  fpread  ;  and  the  Queen, 
who,  though  preferving  dignity,  through  which  a 
confidcrable  fhare  of  pride  could  be  feen,  was  good- 
natured  in  the  extreme,  was  unfufpecting,  familiar, 
and  generous  :  fhe  had  banifhed  from  her  private  fo- 
cieties  the  it  iff  etiquette  of  a  court,  which  feemed 
the  more  ilrange  in  a  Princefs  who  came  from  a 

o 

country  where  court  etiquette  is  carried  to  an  ex 
treme  ;  this  gave  a  fort  of  probability  to  the  accufa- 
tions  which  were  brought  againft  her. 

"  The  fa6ls,  however,  were  quite  different.  The 
Queen  was  generous,  and  loved  power  ;  but  fhe 
had  no  other  mean's  of  gratifying  thofe,  which  were 
her  ruling  paffions,  than  by  preferving  the  affection 
and  confidence  of  her  hufband;  and  it  may  be  af- 
ferted,  without  danger  of  being  contradicted  by  thofe 
who  approached  thefe  two  perfonages  the  neareft, 
that  the  King  was  literally  in  love  with  the  Queen 
(amoureux  d'elh)  during  the  whole  of  their  union ; 
and  that,  though  her  turn  for  expenfe  vexed  him  to 
the  heart,  in  other  refpecls  fhe  enjoyed  his  full  con 
fidence  and  efteem  ;  and  it  is  certain  that  the  Queen 
made  no  other  ufe  of  this  afcendancy  fo  obtained 
over  her  hufband,  than  to  make  her  friends  and  thofe 
around  her  happy. 

"  Thofe  who  imagine  that  the  King  of  France 
would  have  fubmitted  peaceably  to  any  thing  that 
Jooked  like  a  ferious  indignity  offered,  knew  nothing 
of  his  character  *.  Like  molt  good-natured,  plain, 
honeft  men,  the  King  was  quite  ungovernable  when 
he  found  people  were  unjuft,  or  treated  him  ill ;  he 

*  "  Since  the  revolution,  if  the  King  did  not  fhow  this  difpo- 
fition,  he  only  acted  like  other  prifoners,  who  know  that  ill-hu 
mour  only  doubles  the  evil  ;  but  when  things  uied  to  vex  him 
from  wilful  extravagance  or  mifmanagement,  few  people  were 
more  difficult  to  keep  within  bounds.  This  is  often  the  cafe  with 
well-meaning  men/' 

T  3  then 
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then  became  unmanageable  and  obftinate,  to  a  vio 
lent  degree ;  and  if  the  Queen  had  once  committed 
an  irreparable  fault,  he  certainly  would  not  have  par 
doned  her,  and  from  that  inftant  ihe  would  have 
loft  her  power  over  him. 

cc  Thofe  again,  who  think  that  the  Queen  could 
ever  have  been  guilty  of  infidelity  without  the  King 
knowing  any  thing  of  the  matter,  are  ftill  more  mif- 
taken.  We  have  obferved,  that  fhe  commenced  her 
career  at  Verfailles  in  the  midft  of  enemies;  and  that 
ihe  never  was  without  fuch,  the  ilanders  which  we 
are  refuting  is  a  proof:  thofe  enemies  never  loft  light 
of  her  motions ;  and  if  the  fmalleft  ground  had  been 
given  for  ferious  fufpicions,  it  would  immediately 
have  been  turned  by  them  to  their  advantage. 

"  Thofe  who  were  friends  to  the  Queen  *,  and  who 
depended  upon  her  bounty,  or,  at  leaft,  who  pro 
fited  of  her  bounty,  were  as  much  interefted  in 
watching  her  conducl,  to  prevent  any  thing  that 
might  deftroy  her  influence  and  blafi  their  hopes,  as 
her  enemies  were  to  watch  for  fuch  an  event ;  ib  that 
on  all  hands  the  Queen  was  furrounded  with  fpies, 
and  the  fharpefi  of  all  fpies,  thofe  who  were  looking 
after  their  own  intereft. 

Nothing,  therefore,  would  have  been  fo  foolifh. 
or  unnatural  in  a  Princefs  who  had  ambition,  who 
knew  her  dignity  and  iupported  it  well,  though  not 
by  ftiffnefs  and  etiquette,  as  to  have  riiked  all,  and 
run  fo  headlong  into  a  fcene  of  difgrace  and  humi 
liation,  as  nothing  could  be  more  impoffible  than  to 
eicape  difcovery  and  the  fatal  coniequences. 

"  Scandal,  fuppovted  by  envy  and  felf-intereft, 
firft  robbed  the  Queen  of  France  of  her  reputation  ; 
and  they  were  facilitated  in  their  enterprise  by  the 


*  "  It  is  a  great  reproach  to  many  gentlemen  who  were  pro 
te£led  by  this  amiable  Queen,  to  have  permitted  fuipicitms  to  be 
whifpered  that  difgraced  fo  generous  a  friend." 

levity 
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levity  of  the  age,  and  by  the  high  rank  and  profpe- 
rity  of  their  victim.  A  cruel  reverfe,  and  the  unex 
ampled  fortitude,  temper,  and  patience,  with  which 
ihe  bore  it,  have  however  proved,  that  fhe  was  an 
affeclionate  wife,  a  tender  mother,  and  a  Princefs 
who  knew,  on  all  occaftons,  how  to  fupport  her 
own  dignity  better  than  how  to  punifh  her  ene 
mies  *." 


THURSDAY,  20th  APRIL. 

SIR, 

In  your  paper  of  Saturday  I  read  a  bungling 
though  well-meant  piece  of  wit,  yefpecling  the 
tfarvation  the  French  would  have  experienced,  had 
they  effected  a  landing  in  Ireland,  fuppofing  that 
country  to  be  deftitute  of  frogs.  St.  Patrick's  in 
fluence  did  not  extend  to  fuch  innoeent  animals,  and 
the  iiland  abounds  in  them ;  but  as  it  extends  to  all 
venomous  reptiles,  the  French,  had  they  landed, 
would  moft  probably  have  met  the  fate  of  other  ani*- 
mals,  equally  poifonous,  which  many  of  the  curious 
have  attempted  to  introduce  into  that  happy  climate, 
afudden  death.  AN  IRISHMAN. 

Newark,  April  i%th,   1797. 

Madam  Tallien. — Paris,  March  3. — MadamTallien 
has  left  her  hufband.  The  particulars  of  this  falling 
out  of  lovers,  which  our  dramatic  poets  will,  as  oc- 
cafion  fuits  them,  convert  into  a  tragedy,  a  comedy, 
a  comic  opera,  or  even  a  farce,  deferve  to  be  re- 


*  "  To  all  thefe  ought  to  be  added,  that  if  there  had  been  any 
guilt,  her  enemies  would  have  found  the  means  of  bringing  it 
home  on  her  trial  ;  they  had  the  inclination,  and  they  would  not 
want  the  means  ;  but  this  is  fo  evident  a  vindication  arifing  from 
the  trial  itfelf,  that  it  is  not  neceliary  to  in  lift  upon  it :  that  the 
Queen  was  innocent  is  clear ;  the  above  vindication  is  meant  tq 
was  fufpofed  to  I  c  guilty" 

T  4  corded, 
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corded.  Madam  Tallien  was  furprifed  by  her  hnf- 
band,  as  fhe  was  embracing  Madam  de  F.  the  wife 
of  an  emigrant.  Tallien3  purfued  by  gloomy 
images,  accufed  his  \yife  of  being  conne&ed  with 
perfons  who  meditated  his  defiruclion,  and  who  had 
even  lifted  the  poniard  againfl  him ;  he  dragged 
Madam  Tallien  away,  and  gave  himfelf  up  to  every 
fpecies  of  fury,  and  even  of  actual  violence.  Madam 
Tallien,  alarmed,  left  him,  and  went  to  feek  an 
afylum  at  thehoufe  of  a  woman  with  whom  fhe  was 
acquainted  ;  placed  herielf  under  her  protection,  and 
informed  her  of  the  refolution  fhe  had  taken  to  with 
draw  herfelf  for  ever  from  thofe  perils.  Some  of  hev 
old  friends  called  there  to  fee  her.  Fear  purfued 
her,  and  fhe  every  moment  thought  fhe  faw  Talliea 
jnadly  entering  the  room,  armed  with  piftols.  At 
the  end  of  two  days  fhe  was  forced  to  return  to  her 
home,  to  look  for  fome  things.  Tallien  was  there  in 
waiting  for  her  :  he  threw  himfelf  at  her  feet,  put  a 
dagger  into  her  hand,  and  implored  her  to  flrike, 
faying,  that  he  was  a  monfter,  a  madman  ;  and,  in 
fhort,  calling  himfelf,  in  his  defpair,  by  all  thofe 
names  with  which  the  journalifls  have  long  branded 
him..  Madam  Tallien  repulfed  him  at  fort,  then 
wept,  and  at  laft  was  foftened  into  forgivenefs.  No 
thing,  it  is  determined,  fhall  henceforth  difturb  the 
felicity  of  this  happy  couple. 

Such,  reader,  are  the  lords  of  the  land  of  liberty 
and  equality  !  Such  is  the  morality,  fuch  the  virtue 
of  the  legiflators  of  France  i  What  difmal,  woful 
tales  have  we  not  heard  of  the  acls  of  tyranny 
brought  about  by  the  miflrefTes  of  the  Kings  of 
France  ?  of  this  and  that  poor  gentleman  whom  they 
caufed  to  be  immured  in  the  Baflile  ?  Perhaps  a 
dozen  fuch  inflances  of  their  influence  are  to  be  found 
on  record ;  while  this  flrumpet  of  Tallien  has 
already  fent  fcores  to  the  guillotine?  and  no  one  fays 
a  word  about  the  matter.  A  people  capable  of  bend- 
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ing  the  neck  to  the  riotous  oppreffion  of  common 
whores  and  their  culls,  ought  never  to  taile  of 
liberty,  fafety,  or  comfort :  they  deferve  to  be  chained 
for  life,  to  be  treated  likebeaits  of  burden. 

Tallien  and  his  ilrumpet  feem  to  be  among  thofe 
who  bear  a  confpicuous  part  in  avenging  on  the 
French  the  murder  of  their  mild  and  gentle  Mo 
narch.  May  they  not  fpare  them  !  may  they  lafh, 
them  like  hounds  !  I  fhould  not  be  forry  to  fee  this 
princefs  of  cut-throats  putting  a  flambeau  to  every 
one  of  their  cities.  No  earthly  punifhment  is  fuffi- 
cient  for  fuch  degraded,  degenerate  wretches. 

Bradford  and  Co. — The  Merchants'  Daily  Adver- 
tifer  of  this  day  has  the  following  curious  query : 
"  Are  not  the  generous  prifons  of  France  fchools  of 
freedom  for  hundreds  and  thoufands  of  her  ene 
mies  ?" 

This  queftion,  addrerTed  to  the.people  of  America 
at  this  moment,  while  hundreds  of  their  countrymen 
lie  in  the  dungeons  of  St.  Domingo  and  Guadaloupe, 
is,  I  think,  the  moil  daring  outrage  that  ever  was 
committed  on  the  feelings  of  a  nation. 

Such  a  queftion  is,  perhaps,  beft  anfwered  by  ano 
ther,  viz.  "  Are  not  the  generous  prifons,  Newgate 
and  the  jail  of  Bengal,  molt  excellent  feminaries  for 
the  education  of  the  conductors  of  a  patriotic  newf- 
paper  ?" 

American  Magnanimity. — Extra 61  of  a  letter  from 
a  refpeftable  houfe  at  Port-au-Prince,  dated  2yth 
March,  1797. — "  The  Americans  are  at  prefent 
"  protected  by  Government,  fo  as  to  put  them  in 
fe  fafety  on  their  parTages  both  out  and  home ; 
"  veflels  of  war  convoy  them  off,  and  there  are 
"  frigates  which  protect  their  entrance  into  your 
*'  ports,  and  orders  are  given  for  a  continuation  of 
f?  this  protection. — Three  thoufand  troops  arrived 

"at 
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"  at  the  Mole  on  the  21  ft,  and  were  expedled  to  be 
"  fent  up  again  ft  that  neft  for  pirates,  Leogane." 

And  do  the  Americans,  I  wonder,  fubmit  to  be 
convoyed  by  the  Britifh  fhips  of  war  ?  Would  it  not 
be  far  preferable  to  fall  into  the  hands  of  the  repub 
licans,  be  whipped  and  laid  in  irons  ?  What  free 
and  independent  man,  what  fovereign  citizen  and 
citizen  fovereign,  would  demean  himfelf  by  accept 
ing  of  protection  from  "  the  ilaves  of  the  tyrant 
"  Guelph  !" — Alas  !  how  have  the  people  of  this 
country  been  amufed,  deceived,  their  good  fenfe 
infulted,  for  thefe  four  years  paft:  !  Nothing  in  the 
annals  of  the  world  bears  the  leaft  refemblance  to 
the  infatuation,  the  fort  of  voluntary  blindneis,  iix 
which  they  have  been  walking. 


FRIDAY,  2ist  APRIL. 

Lloyd,  Bradford,  Sf  Co. — Extract  of  a  letter  from 
Cadiz  to  a  refpeetable  mercantile  houfe  in  this  city, 
dated  2cth  February.  "  Captain  Suter  will,  no 
"  doubt,  inform  you  of  the  engagement  which  took 
*c  place  the  i4th  inftant,  about  forty  leagues  eaft 
"  of  this -place.  We  have  as  yet  learnt  nothing  of 
"  the  affair  further  than  that  it  was  the  Spanifh 
"  fquadron  commanded  by  Don  Jofeph  de  Cordova^ 
<c  compofed  of  twenty-four  fhips  of  the  line,  feven 
"  of  which  were  three  deckers,  and  the  Englifh 
"  fleet  confifting  of  fifteen  fhips.  It  commenced 
<c  at  three  quarters  paft  eleven  in  the  morning,  and 
"  was  vigoroufly  kept  up  till  half  paft  eleven  in  the 
fc  evening,  at  which  time  the  Admiral's  fhip,  the 
"  Trinidad,  a  heavy,  unwieldy  vefTel,  feparated, 
*'  much  fhattered,  and  was  towed  off  by  one  of  the 
"  fleet.  The  Admiral  with  his  principal  officers 
<c  went  on  board  the  Diana,  where  he  made  moft 
"  vigorous  exertions,  and,  it  is  laid,,  much  injured 
*'  the  enemy. 

« ^A  thou- 
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"  A  thoufand  conjectures  are  made  here,  accord- 
"  ing  to  the  difpofitions  of  the  authors,  concerning 
"  the  event  of  this  dreadful  engagement,  which,  it 
"  is  expected,  will  make  a  new  epoch  in  maritime 
"  hiflory,  and  perhaps  deftroy  the  mean  opinion  in 
"  which  the  Englilh  hold  the  Spanifh  navy,  as  well 
"  as  infpire  it  with  a  juft  idea  of  its  own  iuperioriry 
if  and  ability  to  conquer,  from  the  goodneis  and 
"  number  of  its  fhips,  oppofed  to  the  valour  and  dif- 
({  cipline  which  is  generally  attributed  to  the  Englilh. 

u  I  am  inclined  to  think  the  Englifh  have  been 
"  worried ;  perhaps  I  am  miftaken  :  time,  however, 
61  will  determine.  Should  any  further  accounts  ar- 
i(  rive  before  1  clofe  this  letter,  I  will  inforpj  you/' 

Sir  John  Jervis's  (now  Lord  St.  Vincent's)  victory 
over  the  Dons  does  not  yet  go  down  with  the  conduc 
tors  of  the  Aurora  the  Second,  from  which  the  above 
is  taken.  The  other  day  they  deducted  thirty-eight 
guns  from  one  of  his  prizes  ;  and,  in  order  entirely 
to  efface  the  glory  of  the  day,  they  not  only  made  a 
deduction  from  the  Spanifh  fleet,  but  made  every 
fhip  in  it  fail  backwards,  following  the  rudder  in 
place  of  the  bowfprit.  Now  they  conjure  up  a  new 
tale,  by  which  another  fhip  is  fubtracted  from  the 
Itrength  of  the  Spaniards,  and  which  completes  the 
attempt  at  deception  :  the  reader  is  left  to  believe  that 
the  Englifh  were  beaten.  This  is  an  exadt  imitation 
of  Bache's  account  of  the  Carmagnoles'  victory  over 
Lord  Howe. 

The  writer  of  this  «  extract  of  a  letter,"  which  I 
fhrewdly  fufpect  was  penned  in  fome  dirty  hole  in 
Philadelphia,  inftead  of  at  Cadiz,  leaves  his  corre- 
fpondent  to  gather  information  from  the  Captain  re- 
fpecting  the  engagement,  telling  him  that  he  knows 
hardly  any  thing  about  the  matter.  We  might  afk 
him,  if  the  Captain  could  tell  us  about  it,  why  he 
eould  not  have  told  him  about  it  alfo.  But,  to  fay 
the  truth,  the  writer  himfelf  appears  to  have  known 

a  great 
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a  great  deal  about  it ;  for,  immediately  after  excuf- 
inghimfelfon  account  of  want  of  information,  lie 
not  only  tells  his  correfpondent  the  name  of  the  Spa- 
nifh  commander,  the  ftrength  of  his  fleet  and  that 
of  the  enemy,  but  mentions  the  exact  hour  when  the 
action  began,  and  when  it  ceafed ;  and  even  gives  a 
(detailed  defcription  of  it, concluding  with  an  eulogium 
*'  on  the  moil  vigorous  exertions"  of  Don  Cordova.  The 
fame  modefiy,  1  fuppofe,  that  induced  him  to  plead 
ignorance  of  the  affair,  prevented  him  from  taking 
notice  ofihejourjktfj  of  the  Vine  taken  by  the  Eng- 
lifh.  This  was  left  for  the  Captain  to  relate  ;  or, 
indeed,  it  might  be  thought  a  circumltance  too  tri 
fling  to  be  honoured  with  a  place  in  an  extra  (ft  of 
fuch  importance.  The  writer  does,  however,  fay 
fomething  even  about  the  reiult  of  this  affair,  that  he 
knew  nothing  hardly  about.  He  thinks  (mind,  he 
don't  fwear  to  it)  that  the  Rnglijh  have  been  ivorjled ; 
and  tells  his  friend,  that  the  viclory  "  will  infpire 
the  Spanifh  fleet  with  a  jufi  confidence  in  its  own 
fuferiority  /'* 

To  remark  on  the  infolence  of  fuch  a  barefaced 
attempt  to  deceive  and  delude  the  inhabitants  of  this 
city,  who  are  in  poffeffion  of  the  official  account  of 
this  mo  ft  glorious  difplay  of  Britifh  discipline  and 
bravery,  would  be  ufelefs  ;  but  to  notice  the  motive 
of  fuch  mifreprefentations  is  neceffary,  becaufe  they 
are  not,  as  is  generally  fuppofed,  to  be  attributed  tq 
flupidity,  but  to  fomething  infinitely  worfe. 

To  extol  the  power  and  valour  of  the  French  and 
their  allies,  and  to  reprefent  Great  Britain  as  in  a 
fallen  and  feeble  fiate,  thereby  exciting  in  the  minds 
of  Americans  a  dread  of  the  former,  and  a  contempt 
for  the  latter  :  thefe  are  the  objeels  which  the  Mer 
chants'  Advertifer,  as  well  as  all  the  other  fans- 
culotte  prints,  kept  ileady  in  view.  The  confe- 
quence  they  hope  to  produce  is  too  evident  :  an  un- 
fonditional  fubnnjjlon  to  the  will  of  the  plundering,  im- 
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,  and  impious  defpots  of  Paris.  That  fucli  is  the 
cafe  in  the  inilance  before  us,  the  reader  need  only 
be  told,  that  the  Conductor  in  Chief  was  the  author 
of  the  infolent  and  feditious  letter  to  General  Waih- 
ington  under  the  fignature  of  Jafper  Dwight. 

Mr.  Pmckney. — The  following  refledtions,  taken 
from  a  Paris  paper  of  February  16,  are  well  worth 
our  notice.  "  Should  any  European  power  take  it 
cc  into  its  head  to  declare  to  our  ambaffador,  '  You 
"  are  not  to  my  liking  ;  you  belong  to  a  party  that 
"  is  oppofed  to  my  views  ;  you  are  a  friend  tothofe 
"  who  have  affifted  in  the  forming  of  fuch  a  treaty 
<£  of  alliance  and  commerce;  therefore  your  go- 
kC  vernment  was  wrong  in  fending  you  to  our  re- 
^  public.  Quit  the  country,  and  go  tell  thofe  who 
'f  have  fent  you,  that  we  wifh  for  a  man  of  prin- 
<f  ciples  more  analogous  to  ours;  tell  them  betides, 
*;  that  the  new  Director  (to  be  chofen  in  Germinal 
*v  next)  does  not  pleafe  us  ;  that  he  has  not  a  re- 
"  publican  phiz  ;  that  he  has  the  look  of  a  man 
"  who  favours  the  Bourbon  family,  and  French  no- 
"  biliry  ;  that  we  want  one  quite  Jacobinic,  or  at 
"  lea  ft  OrleaniuV  I  now  afk  the  queOion, 
*•  What  would  the  Executive  Dire6lory  do  ?  What 
(f  would  the  two  Councils  bring  forth  ?  Vengeance  ! 
"  War  unto  death  !  would  be  the  exclamation  of 
"  our  reprefentatives.  We  muft  confound  the  info- 
<c  lence  of  that  nation  ! 

"  The  Republic  has  juft  ordered  Mr.  Pinckney 
<c  to  withdraw  ;  is  it  not  to  be  feared  that  national 
<c  pride  will  require  reparations  for  this  infult  ?  No  ; 
"  the  Americans  will  not  quarrel  with  us  ;  in  order 
"  to  difappoint  the  fchemes  of  their  natural  enemies, 
"  the  Englifh,  they  will  know  ?ww  to  djffen&ie" 

Thefe  reflexions,  and  the  confident  prediction 
with  which  they  are  followed,  fully  prove,  that  the 
French  are  convinced  that  they  have  injured  and 
mfulted  us  ;  and  that  they  are  equally  convinced 

\ve 
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\ve  do  not  pofTcfs  the  fpirit  to  refent  it.  I  hope  the 
fccfl ;  but  I  am  much  afraid  they  will  not  be  difap* 
pointed.  This  is  the  age  of  degeneracy. 

It  is  curious  to  obferve  alfo  how  exaclly  they  have 
hit  upon  the  caufe  of  our  tamenefs.  We  fhall  dlf- 
femble — that  is,  hold  our  tongues  ;  put  up  with  every 
outrage  they  offer  us,  fuffer  our  ambaffador  to  be 
fcoffed  at,  menaced  with  the  guard  houfe  like  a 
drunken  foldier ;  and  all  this  "  to  difafpoint  ths 
Englijh  r 

Abfurd,  brutifhly  ftupid  as  this  appears,  and  as 
it  really  is,  it  is  neverthelefs  the  motive  for  fubmif- 
lion  that  the  partifans  of  France,  and  even  fome  of 
thofe  who  are  not,  hold  out  to  us.  Could  we  make 
war  on  them  with  fuccefs,  fay  they,  without  the 
aid  of  Great  Britain,  it  would  be  well  enough ;  but 
to  aid  her,  or  be  aided  by  her,  mufl  not  be  thought 
of:  rather  than  that,  let  us  fuffer  robbery,  infult, 
humiliation,  nay,  everlafling  difgrace  and  infamy. 

This  is  the  language  that  the  crafty  and  infidious 
foe  wifhes  to  hear*  Only  let  the  French  be  certain, 
that  you  will  always  keep  in  this  mind,  and  you  will 
have  them  on  your  coaft  in  fix  months. — Only  let 
them  be  certain  that  your  prejudice  againft  the  Bri- 
tifh  is  ftrong  enough  to  get  the  better  of  your  own 
intereil  and  honour,  and  they  will  foon  ftrip  you  of 
your  property,  your  government,  and  your  independ 
ence. 


SATURDAY,  22d  APRIL. 

Lying  American  Prefs. — TAKE  NOTICE,  GOOD  MER-* 
CHANTS  ! — Your  yefterday's  Advertifer  fays,  "  By 
*c  the  Aurora,  Captain  Suter,  we  have  received  the 
"  Madrid  Gazette,  and  other  mifcellaneous  Spanifh 
prints  down  to  the  middle  of  February  :  in  them 
we  find  details  of  the  political  and  military  occur- 
rences  of  Europe  and  America,  cxpreffed  with 
4  «  the 
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"  the  fame  unreft  rained  freedom  as  in  our  public 
if  papers ;  the  letters  of  Buonaparte  and  Moreau, 
"  the  valedictory  addrefs  of  General  Washington, 
"  the  proceedings  on  the  introduction  of  Prefident 
f:  Adams  to  office,  and  his  fpeech  on  the  occasion, 
"  are  among  the  leading  articles ;  and  among  the 
"  publications  advertifed,  and  critically  noticed, 
"  are,  The  Utopia  of  Sir  Thomas  More,  Har- 
"  rington's  Oceana,  and  the  Works  of  Thomas 
"  Paine,  tranflated  from  a  Philadelphia  edition." 

Now.  I  will  not  call  on  you  to  flare  at  the  Spanish, 
liberty  of  the  prefs,  and  the  good  effects  which  it  is 
hoped  Tom  Paine' s  works  will  produce  among  the 
Dons ;  all  I  want  you  to  notice  is,  that  President 
Adams's  inauguration  fpeech,  which  was  delivered 
here  on  the  4th  of  March,  was  publifhed  in  the 
Madrid  Gazette  on  or  before  the  i5th  of  February* 

Wajhmgton  and  the  Editor  of  the  Ley  den  Ga%ette.—~ 
From  a  Boflon  paper. — The  refpeclable  editor  of  the 
Leyden  Gazette,  at  the  conclufton  of  the  addrefs  of 
the  late  Prefident  to  his  fellow-citizens  of  September 
lad,  inferted  in  his  paper,  makes  the  following  re 
marks  : 

"  Such  is  the  conclufion  of  a  peace,  which  com- 
te  pletely  places  the  illuflrious  Wafhington  in  the 
"  rank,  not  only  of  the  greateft  men  of  all  ages,  but 
"  (what  is  more)  in  the  rank  of  the  moft  generous, 
*c  the  moft  wife,  the  moft  virtuous.  The  founder  of 
"  a  great  republic  by  his  courage  and  his  military 
"  talents,  he  has  been  frill  more  its  founder,-  in 
"  confolidating  it  by  his  firm>  prudent,  and  ]\i& 
<(  adminiftration ;  by  the  refpecl:  which  his  difin- 
"  terefted  character  and  his  enlightened  underftand- 
"  ing  have  infpired  even  in  his  enemies  and  his  ca- 
"  luyiniators  (for  virtue,  however  pure,  is  never  with- 
"  out  them),  in  fine,  by  his  perfonal  example,  which 

"  has 
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*'  has  made  him  the  model  of  his  refpeftable  fellotv- 
"  citizens." 

As  to  me,  in  my  arduous  career,  which  the  wic- 
kednefs  of  mankind  has  often  planted  with  thorns, 
in  the  career  of  a  public  journalifr,  which  I  have  ever 
laboured  "  to  render  ufeful  to  my  cotemporaries,  it 
<c  is  to  me  a  fatisfadion  which  I  feel  with  the  live- 
*c  licit  feniibility  to  have  always  known  ill  Wafh-' 
"  ington  the  hero,  the  legiflator,  the  fage,  and  the 
"  virtuous  man  *." 


MONDAY,  24th  APRIL. 

The  lying  Year  of  1794. — The  late  pitiful  attempts! 
made  by  fome  of  the  public  prints,  to  leffen,  if  not 
totally  efface,  the  honour  gained  by  the  Britifh  fleet 
in  their  combat  with  the  Dons  off  Cape  St.  Vincent, 
feems  to  have  recalled  to  the  mind  of  an  obliging 
correfpondent  the  year  1 794,  ever  famed  as  the  aera  of 
falfehood.  He  has  enclofed  me  an  article  of  news 
from  the  Philadelphia  Gazette  of  Augufl  28th,  which 
is  curious  enough,  particularly  as  it  bears  fuch  an 
exacl:  refemblance  to  the  l<  extracts  of  letters,"  which 
fome  of  my  brethren  are  now  amuling  the  public 
with. 


*  This  hyperbolical  praife  might  be  excufable  in  the  editor  of  a 
foreign  gazette,  but  it  was  not  veiy  modeft  in  the  Bofton  editor  to 
copy  it.  Aftoniihing  has  been  the  blindnefs  of  the  world  with  re- 
fpe&  to  every  thing  relating  to  the  Americans  and  their  revolu-* 
tion !  It  is  curious  to  obferve  the  condufwn  of  the  Leyden  editor. 
He  was  vaftly  taken  up  with  Wafliington,  but  not  fo  much  fo  as 
entirely  to  forget  himfelf.  Wafliington  he  proclaims  to  be  tibtfrjl 
man  in  the  world,  and  he  feems  to  give  us  a  broad  hint,  that-  be  is 
\Jhtfccond. 


News 
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News  dir  eft  from  France!  —  cc  Captain  Bramble 
has  favoured  the  editor  with  the  following  letter  : 

"  Letter  from  Julien,  Member  of  the  Executive 
Commiffion  of  Public  Inftruclion,  fent  by  the 
Committee  of  Public  Safety  to  Bourdeaux. 

"  Breft,  3oPrairial,  l'an  a  (iSthJune,  1794.). 

"  The  armed  fleet  arrived  at  Breft  the  23d  Prai- 
"  rial  (i  ith  June).  Two  fucceffive  combats  took 
"  place  the  loth  and  I3th  (2pth  May  and  i  ft  June  j; 
"  the  Englifh  fleet  confifted  of  thirty-four  veffels 
"  of  the  line,  nine  of  them  three-deckers  ;  and  the 
"  French  of  twenty-fix  fail  of  the  line,  three  of 
<c  them  three-deckers. 

"  In  three  hours  feventeen  veffels  were  difinafted, 
"  ten  Englifh,  and  feven  French.  Two  Englifh 

fhips  of  the  line,  and  one  three-decker,  were  funk. 

We   have   difabled   one   half  of  the  fleet,    and 

damaged  the  reft.  They  were  leen  aim  oft  about 
'*  mid-channel,  retreating  in  the  greateft  diforder. 
t(  We  are  now  mafters  of  the  fea,  and  expect  in 
"  two  days  to  fail  with  a  ftrong  fquadron." 

This  was  publifhed  without  any  comment  on  its 
falfehood,  though  Lord  Howe's  official  account  of 
his  victory  had  been  publifhed  about  a  fortnight 
before.  This  official  account  of  Julien  was  to 
balance  againft  that  of  the  Britifh  Admiral,  and,  as 
the  fans-culotte  came  laft,  it  flood  the  beft  chance 
of  belief  among  the  grofs  of  newfpaper  readers. 

Thus  it  is  that  the  people  have  been  deceived  and 
rnifled.  Thoufands  believe  to  this  day  that  Lord 
Howe  gained  no  victory  at  all.  The  newfpaper 
publifhers  have  treated  the  people  of  thefe  States 
(as  far  as  they  have  been  able)  juft  as  the  Conven 
tion  has  treated  the  French. 

American  political  Parties.  —  It  is  well  known  that 

from  the  firit  organization  of  our  government,  there 

VOL.  v.  u  has 
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has  exifted  a  party  in  oppoiition  to  it,  and  that  this 
party  has  been  continually  increaling,  by  attaching 
to  itfelf  the  oppofers  of  the  funding  and  banking 
fyitem,  the  mint  and  naval  eftablifliment,  the  French 
%ealotS)  the  reftlefs  and  ambitious,  and,   in   fhort, 
all  the  difappointed  in  fortune  or  politics,  the  rapa 
cious  and  difcontented  of  every  defcription ;  but  it 
has  not  been  fo  well  known,  or  fo  generally  under- 
itood,  that  the  French  government  has  all  along 
co-operated  with  this  party  in  every  meafure  it  has 
attempted.     Though,  at  firft  blufh,  every  one  muit 
have  feen,  that,  at  the  commencement  of  the  Euro 
pean  war,  it  was  for  the  intereil  of  France  to  com 
bine  all  the  commercial  part  of  the  world  againft 
Great  Britain,    thereby   to  weaken   her  overgrown 
marine  ilrength,  and  reduce  her  naval   force ;  and 
although  the  conduct  of  Genet,  Faucher,  and  Ran 
dolph,  gave  ftrong  indications  that  France  patron- 
ifed  and  foftered  the  oppoiition  to  the  admimft ration 
and  mealures  of  our  government  in  every  thing  rer 
Jatiog  to  the  prefervation   of  our  neutrality ;     yet 
iuch  has  been  our  confidence  in  the  purity  and  juf- 
ticeofthat  nation(refulting  perhaps  from  our  own  in 
tegrity),  that  we  have  attributed  all  thole  proceedings 
to  the  enthufiaftic  zeal  of  a  reftlefs  party  in  France, 
rallier  than  to  ilippote  that  they  were  dictated  by 
any   fettled  policy  of  that   government,  firmly  be 
lieving  that  (he  could  not  be  fo  loir,  not  only  to  a 
ft-nfe  of  juitice,  but  even  humanity,  as  to  facrifice 
the  intereft,   peace,   and   happinefs  of.  an  innocent 
unoffending  nation  to  her  own  ambition.     I  believe 
it  is  ft  ill  lefs  known,  that  there  has  been  continually 
a  number  of  native  Americans  in  Paris  correfpond- 
ing  with  the  malcontents  in  America,  and  exerting 
every  faculty  of  the  foui,  to  excite  that  government 
to  a  Cooperation  with  the  opposition  here;  for  no 
oce  could,  without  blufliing,  fuppofe  that  an  Ame- 
could  be  fo  abandoned  to  every  fciitiment  of 
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kiftice,  integrity,  honour,  or  liberty,  and  independ 
ence.  But,  iliocking  to  our  feelings  as  it  may  be, 
we  have  been  moft  egregiouUy  miftaken  as  to  both 
thefe  points* 

Though  the  objecls  of  thofe  called  democrats,  in 
America,  have  been  various:  feme  wilhing  to  efFccT 
tin  alteration  in  the  conilitution ;  fome  defirous  of 
overturning  the  funding  and  banking  fyflems  ;  fome 
the  mint  and  naval  eftabliihtnents ;  others  partak 
ing  in  the  fym pathetic  frenzy  infpired  by  the  French 
revolution,  and  extending  their  chimerical  views  to 
the  regeneration  of  the  world,  by  revolutionizing 
all  nations,  and  fome  attempting  to  deitroy  our  own 
government :  thefe,  however  various  in  their  ob- 
jeels,  have  all  united  in  meafures,  and,  carrying 
along  with  them  that  numerous  clafs  of  difappoint- 
cd,  reftlefs,  and  ambitious  individuals,  always  to 
be  found  in  every  government,  formed  fuch  an  op- 
pofition  to  our  Executive,  and  meafures  of  Admini- 
fl ration,  as  gave  juft  grounds  for  France  to  fuppofe 
that  the  fentiments  of  the  great  mafs  and  body  of 
the  people  here  coincided  with  her  intereit ;  and 
that,  if  tli is  fentiment  could  be  left  to  act  without 
control,  and  was  not  checked  in  its  operations' by 
our  Executive,  America  would  at  any  time  be  ready 
voluntarily  to  abandon  her  neutrality,  throw  herfelf 
into  the  fcale  of  France,  and  unite  with  her  againft 
the  commercial  (trength  of  Britain.  At  an  early 
period,  a  fwarm  of  (peculators  from  America,  like  a 
numerous  flock  of  vultures  collecting  round  a  marly 
carcais  deitined  for  their  prey,  reforted  to  Paris,  to 
feize  on  the  immerife  quantities  of  floating  property  in 
that  country,  occasioned  by  the  revolution.  Succefs 
equalled  their  enterprife.  They  acquired  vail  fums, 
and  became  deeply  interefted  in  the  French  revo 
lutionary  funds.  In  proportion  to  their  interefl  thus 
lituatcd,  have  been  their  zeal  and  anxiety  for  the  efta- 
blifhment  and  permanency  of  the  French  govern- 
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merit.  This  anxious  zeal  Simulated  them  onto  era* 
ploy  every  artful  intrigueto  influence  that  government 
to  interpofe  her  artful  fway  in  directing  the  policy  of 
ours.  As  many  of  thofe  fpeculators  were  men  of  ta 
lents  as  well  as  wealth,  and  as  France  was  flattered 
by  her  own  intereft  as  well  as  thofe  appearances  in 
America ;  it  is  not  furprifing  tfcat  fhe  fhould  be 
wrought  upon  to  add  her  influence  to  the  fadtion 
here.  This  you  may  be  aflured  was  the  cafe.  A  tri 
ple  alliance  between  the  oppofition  in  America,  the 
American  fpeculators  in  France,  and  the  French 
government,  was  early  formed  for  the  purpofe  of 
throwing  America  into  the  fcale  of  France,  and 
making  her  a  party  in  the  war ;  and  as  the  only  ob~ 
ilacle  in  the  completion  of  this  object  was  fuppofed 
to  be  the  Executive,  their  whole  artillery  has  been 
uniformly  levelled  againfl  that  great  fortrefs  of  Ame 
rican  liberty,  peace,  and  independence.  From  the 
joint  influence  and  intrigues  of  this  combination  have 
originated  all  the  clamours  againfl  Britifh  influence, 
Britifh  bribery,  and  Britifh  gold  ;  the  calumnies 
againfl  the  Prcfident,  the  proceedings  of  Genet, 
creeling  of  democratic  focieties  to  cenlure  the  mea- 
fures  of  Government,  perfecution  of  Mr.  Hamilton, 
conduct  of  Randolph  and  Fauchet,  all  the  noife 
about  Jay  and  the  treaty,  &c.v&:c.  &c.  ;  all  of  which 
was  evidently  calculated  to  raife  the  jealoufy  of  the 
people ;  while  pedagogues  were  declaiming,  and 
hireling  fcribblers  and  printers  continually  publifhing 
inflammatory  pieces  to  increafe  that  jealoufy,  and 
infpire  the  fame  enthufiafm  as  reigned  in  France. 
Whoever  will  recoiled  that  at  the  commencement  of 
the  European  war  our  Executive  aflumed  a  neutral 
ground  in  refpect  to  all  the  belligerent  powers  ;  and 
will  take  a  retrofpecl  of  occurrences,  will  at  once 
fee  that  all  the  meafures  of  Adminiftration  have 
been  invariably  directed  to  a  fcrupulous  obfervance 
and  fupport  of  that  neutrality ;  while  on  the  other 
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hand,  every  meafure  of  the  oppofition  has  been  uni 
formly  directed  to  a  violation  of  it,  or  to  the  de- 
ftruction  of  the  Executive  itfelf,  on  which  its  fupport 
has  effentially  depended. 

It  is  true  that  the  Madifonian  fyfrem  was  not  fo 
dire-6lly  levelled  againft  the  Executive  ;  but  it  went  to 
a  direct  violation  of  our  neutrality  in  refpect  to  Great 
Britain,  and  to  counteract  the  meafures  of  the  Ad- 
miniltration.     It  was  to  cut  off  all  commercial  inter- 
courfe,  and  confequently  all  tuppHes  from  this  coun 
try  to    Great   Britain,  while  that  intercourie,    and 
thofe  fupplies,  were  to  be  continued  to  France,  and 
confequently  the  whole  turned   to  her  advantage  in 
profecuting  the  war  againft  England.     Before   this, 
however,  the  miniftry  of  England,  apprized  of  the 
faction   here,    the   intrigues    of  Americans  at    Pa 
ris,  the  co-operation  of  France  with  that   faction, 
and  the  object  in  view,  were  undoubtedly  alarmed, 
and  ferioufly  expected  that  our  government  would 
be  thrown   into  the  balance  againft  them ;  confe 
quently    begun  their  depredations,    determined   to 
fecure  what  advantages  they  could  from  our  com- 
jnerce  before  they  fhould  be  totally  deprived  of  it. 
Thofe  depredations  on  our  commerce  were,  there 
fore,  the  effects  of  the  co-operation  of  the  French 
government  with  the  oppoiition  in  America  ;  while 
thofe  depredations  furnifhed  the  pretext  for  that  op 
poiition  to  bring  forward  a  fyftem  which  would  at 
once  have  attained  their  end,  the   violation  of  our 
neutrality,  and  confequently  a  war  with  Britain. 

Thofe  commercial  regulations  brought  forward  by 
Madifon,  and  fupporied  by  a  majority  in  Congrefs, 
joined  to  the  conduct  of  Genet,  and  the  fpirit  difco- 
vered  by  the  people  at  that  time,  brought  matters  to 
a  criiis,  and  rendered  the  treaty  with  England  abfo- 
lutely  neceffary  to  avoid  a  war.  The  treaty,  there 
fore,  which  has  been  fo  much  curfed,  is  chargeable 
upon  thofe  perfons  who  curfe  it :  but  the  treaty  it- 
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felfhas  never  been,  either  to  them  or  the  French, 
an  object  of  diflike  in  any  other  point  of  view,  than 
as  it  checked  thofe  proceedings,  and  prevented  the 
accomplishment  of  their  end.  The  ferious  and  afto- 
niihing  evils  pretended  to  arife  out  of  the  treaty, 
both  with  refpect  to  France  and  America,  and  of 
which  fo  much  has  been  faid,  never  yet  exifted  any 
where  but  in  the  noifc  that  was  made  about  it,  and 
that  wholly  with  a  defign  to  work  up  the  public  pre 
judice  to  fuch  a  pitch  as  would  prevent  its  ratifica 
tion,  or  juftify  a  violation  of  it  after  it  fhould  be 
ratified  ;  either  of  which  would  effect  the  fame  pur- 
pofe  as  thofe  proceedings  which  the  treaty  put  an 
end  to.  I  believe  that  lafb  winter,  when  the  public 
fentiment  was  fo  clearly  exprcffed  on  the  fide  of  the 
Prefident,  and  in  favour  of  the  treaty,  the  French 
government  would  have  given  over  the  purfuit,  and, 
for  a  time  at  lea  ft,  would  have  left  us  at  peace,  had 
not  our  own  unprincipled  citizens  ftimulated  the 
French  government  on  to  make  new  exertions. 
There  were  at  that  time  in  Paris  a  man  of  fuperior 
talents  from  Bofton,  and  feveral  Carolinians  who  ac 
cepted  commiffions  under  Genet,  all  of  whom  were, 
deeply  interefted  in  the  French  revolutionary  funds; 
and,  if  poffible,  more  zealous  in  the  caufe  of  France 
than  the  French  themfelves.  Thofe  Americans,  with 
many  more,  rendered  themfelves  very  confpicuous 
by  every  fpecies  of  cenfure  againft  the  Preiident,  and 
meafures  of  Adminiitration  ;  and  having  formed  an 
acquaintance,  they  acquired  an  influence  over  many 
members  of  the  French  Directory.  They  echoed 
there  the  doctrines  of  the  democrats  here,  infinu- 
ated  that  our  Executive  was  ft  ill  under  the  Britifh 
influence,  and  deiirous  of  forming  a  firict  alliance 
with  that  nation  ;  that  the  treaty  Was  entered  into 
for  that  purpofe  ;  and  that  unlefs  a  rupture  could  be 
effected  between  Britain  and  America,  the  latter 
would  be  totally  loii  to  France  $  and  that  they  muft 
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hereafter  calculate  upon  America  as  oifenfivcly 
united  with  Britain  againU  her. 

Thefe  infinuarions  coming  from  a  quarter  fo  re- 
fpedable  in  the  view  of  the  French  court,  and  con- 
Ira  did  ed  by  no  American  there,  had  the  deft  red  ef 
fect.  A  plan  of  operation  was  fettled.  The  fyftem 
of  terror,  by  which  France  heretofore  governed  her 
internal  affairs,  was  to  be  adopted  in  refpect  to  her  fo 
reign  relations.  She  was  to  fpeak  in  a  high  and 
commanding  tone ;  to  complain  aloud  of  the  Bri- 
tifh  treaty;  accufe  us  of  ingratitude;  proclaim  her 
own  magnanimity  and  juftice;  while  (he  took  care 
at  the  fame  time  to  intimate  her  terrible  power,  and 
the  vengeance  fhe  had  inreferve  for  her  finally  impe 
nitent  enemies.  Thus  many  a  letter  has  been  writ 
ten  from  Paris  to  America,  giving  an  account  of  the 
refentment  of  that  nation  to  the  treaty,  and  the  mea- 
fures  of  our  adminift  ration  ;  when  the  only  defign 
was  to  create  and  keep  alive  that  refentment  here. 
And  many  a  letter  has  been  written  from  America 
to  Paris,  reprefenting  the  evils  of  the  treaty,  and  re 
fentment  of  the  people  to  it  here,  with  a  defign  to 
encourage  that  government  in  the  profccution  of  her 
noble  plans.  As  the  Preiident  was  fuppofed  to  be 
pledged  for  the  fupport  of  our  neutrality,  and  inflex 
ible  to  all  their  manoeuvres,  he,  of  courfe,  became 
*he  bulwark  to  be  deftroyed.  Tom  Paine  was  there 
fore  fet  at  work,  under  the  aufpices  of  the  French 
government,  to  attack  his  private  as  well  as  public 
character :  the  Paris  fpeculators  and  American  de-» 
mocrats  were  in  all  their  writings  to  cenfure  his  con 
duct  ;  and  Adet  was  to  act  as  occafion  fhould  re 
quire. 

When  Tom  Paine's  efficacious  pamphlet  was  fully 
charged,  Adet'snoteto  the  Secretary  of  State  cocked 
and  primed,  and  the  terrible  decree  of  the  Directory 
prepared,  the  whole  was  to  burft  forth  like  thunder 
from  conflicting  ftorms,  while  thg  lightning  of  their 
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navy  clafhcd  in  ruin  on  our  commerce.  This,  it  was 
fuppofed,  would  at  once  diftract  and  confound  us; 
and  you  may  depend  upon  it,  that  they  even  contem 
plated  an  alteration  of  our  constitution,  and  the  intro 
duction  of  a  Directory  here  inftead  of  a  Preiident, 
in  order  effectually  to  eftablifh  their  influence  over 
us  hereafter.  Thefe  things  are  not  the  effufions  of 
my  over-heated  imagination  ;  nor  do  they  depend  oa 
appearances  only  for  their  fupport.  I  have  been  fa 
voured  with  the  perulal  of  letters  from  Europe, 
Britten  by  a  faithful  fervant  of  the  public  there, 
which  demon ftrate  and  prove  thofe  facts  beyond  all 
contradiction  ;  and  the  originals  would  be  publifhed, 
was  it  not  for  the  apprehenfion  of expofing  that  pub 
lic  fervant  to  the  rage  of  an  unprincipled  faction  in 
a  foreign  court,  and  depriving  the  public  of  his  fer- 
vices  in  future. 

The  terrible  explofion  has  taken  place  ;  the  pam 
phlet  of  Paine,  the  note  of  Adet,  and  the  decree  of 
the  Directory,  and  thunder  of  their  navy  and  priva 
teers  upon  our  commerce,  have  been  all  difcharged, 
and,  thank  God,  have  all  had  a  directly  contrary  ef 
fect  from  what  was  intended.  Our  magnanimous 
hero  in  war,  firm  and  unfhaken  patriot  in  council, 
the  father  of  his  country,  is  not  driven  from  his 
office ;  but,  loaded  with  the  gratitude  of  our  citizens, 
and  crowned  with  unrivalled  honours  (in  compari- 
fon  of  which,  royalty  links  into  contempt),  calmly 
retires ;  while  the  meafures  of  his  adminiftration 
meet  with  univerfal  applaufe,  and  will  ftand  as  a 
pattern  for  nations  yet  unborn.  His  fucceffor  has 
not  only  a  comprehenfive  but  minute  knowledge  of 
all  the  intrigues  of  this  hypocritical  court  of  France  ; 
and  this  their  policy,  inftead  of  confounding,  will 
be  turned  upon  their  own  heads,  and  excite  that 
juft  and  general  indignation,  under  which  the  fyco- 
phant  creatures  muft  fink  into  contempt.  I  have 

before 
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tefore  noted  that  the  Britifh  depredations,  and  con- 
fequent  treaty,  were  chargeable  upon  the  oppofi- 
tion  in  our  government,  American  ipeculators,  and 
the  co-operation  of  the  French  court ;  and  from 
what  I  have  now  flated,  it  is  equally  plain  that  the 
depredations  we  now  fufTer  from  France  are  wholly 
imputableto  the  fame  fpeculators,  and  our  democrats 
here.  The  whole  of  our  difficulties  are,  therefore, 
the  fruits  of  their  patriotic  labours.  As  our  revenue 
depends  on  commerce,  and  that  commerce  is  laid 
proflrate  by  the  intrigues  and  policy  of  thofe  flaming, 
but  falfe  patriots,  it  is  become  abfolutely  necefTary 
to  refort  to  other  fources  of  revenue;  and  a  direcl: 
tax,  which  thofe  French  partifans  have  been  for 
years  advocating,  and  which  they  would  have  long 
ago  adopted,  that  the  people  might  feel  what  they 
paid,  in  order  that  they  might  attend  to  the  expendi 
tures,  is  the  only  expedient  which  now  prefents  it- 
felf ;  but  now,  when  they  have  rendered  it  neceffary, 
thofe  very  champions  for  direcl  taxes,  thofe  friends 
of  liberty  and  zealous  patriots,  will  be  the  perfons  to 
fling  every  poffible  embarrafTment  in  the  way,  and 
the  laft  who  will  vote  for  it.  This  is  however  only 
matter  of  opinion,  and  future  facts  muft  prove  the 
truth  or  falfehood  of  the  aiTertion.  We  have  a  bill 
now  before  the  Houfe,  reported  by  the  Committee 
of  ways  and  means  for  the  purpofe.  We  have  not 
yet  entered  upon  the  difcuffion  of  it,  and  it  is  of 
courfe  unknown  how  the  members  will  vote  :  but  I 
prefume  that  the  chief,  with  many  of  his  party,  will 
find  forne  fpecious  pretext  to  vote  againft  it ;  and  my 

brother  S I  know  will  negative  it  if  in  his  power. 

While  we  could  get  along  without  direcl  taxes,  they 
were  advocating  the  meafure,  and  wilhing  to  adopt 
it ;  but  now  that  it  becomes  neceffary,  and  they  be 
lieve  the  people,  from  a  conviction  of  that  neccffity, 
would  fqbmit  to  the  payment,  they  will  oppofe  it. 

Thus 
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Thus  you  fee  their  coniiftency,  and   will  judge  of 
their  deilgns. 

I  am  Sir,  with  much  cftecrn, 
your  friend  and  humble  fervant. 


TUESDAY,    25 th  APRIL. 

Echo  on  the  SiliuylkiU. SIR,  I  was  an  unbe 
liever  of  the  ftory  of  a  wonderful  echo  on  the  hanks 
of  the  Schnylkill,  until,  in  company  with  a  friend,  I 
received  the  following  anfvvers  to  my  feveral  quef- 
tions. 

Queft. — What  is  the  employment  of  Governor  Mifili.ii  ? 

ECHO — tippling. 
Is  it  true  that  he  is  governed  by  one  Dallas  ? 

ECHO — alas  ! 

I  fuppofe  that,  in  compliment  to  the  French,  we   fhall  cele* 
brate  the  i4th  inflead  of  the  4th  of  July. 

ECHO— -you  lie. 

We  are  furely  under  obligations,  to  our  dear  allies, 

EC^O — all  lies. 

What  is  the  object  of  a  modern  patriot  ? 
ECHO — riot. 

What  are  the  prcfent  pretenders  to  democracy. 
ECHO — Of  crazy. 

What  is  the  proper  aliment:  for  fuch  democrats  ? 

E  c  H  o — rats. 

On  fliip-board,  what  did  the  printer  of  the  Aurora  ? 

ECHO — roar  "  ah" 

What  does  he  at  fight  of  young  Humphreys  ? 

ECHO — -freeze. 

What  does  he  at  thefuccefs  of  Porcupine  ? 

ECHO — pine. 

For  what  does  Citoyen  Miinro  pafs  ? 
ECHO — afs. 

What  have  we  cancelled  by  the  infolence  of  Adet  ? 

ECHO — a  debt, 

Republican  Honejly. — On  the  capture  of  St.  Martin's 
the  inhabitants  iigned  a  capitulation  (without  de 
fence),  to  retain  their  property,  on  f\v earing  allegi 
ance  to  the  Republic^  and  disarming  themfelves ;  but 

their 
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their  effecls  were  neverthelefs  confiscated,  and  all 
thofe  fent  in  chains  to  Guadeloupe  who  had  not 
briefs  of  citizenfhip  before  the  French  revolution. 
•The  inhah'tants  were  fubjeeled  to  an  exceffive  tax, 
and  robhed  of  their  negroes.  A  number  of  the  na 
tives  were  exiled. 

Rights  of  Man  exercifed  at  Wifcaffet. — WifcafTet, 
April  i,  1797.  On  Wednefday  morning  laft,  between 
two  and  three  o'clock,  the  gaol  here  was  opened 
by  an  armed  force,  and  three  perfons  liberated  who 
had  fome  days  before  been  arrefled  on  mefne proccfe, 
and  for  want  of  bail  were  committed.  The  procefs 
was  at  the  fuit  of  Mr.  Trueman,  on  whom  they  com 
mitted  a  moft  outrageous  trefpafs  the  I  aft  fumraer, 
in  the  town  of  New-Milford.  The  mob  was  about 
two  days  in  collecting,  and  it  is  fuggefted  that  they 
principally  came  from  the  upper  fettlements  of 
Sheepfgut  and  Damarifcotta  ponds,  and  that  their 
number  was  between  two  and  three  hundred.  They 
appeared  well  armed,  and  fuitably  provided  with 
axes  and  bars  to  pull  down  the  gaol,  if  they  could 
not  othervvife  effedl  their  purpofe.  At  the  point  of 
charged  bayonet  they  demanded  of  the  gaoler  the 
liberation  of  the  prifoners,  to  whom  he  was  forced  to 
comply.  The  number  that  furrounded  trie  gaol 
was  between  fifty  and  fixty  ;  but  it  was  faid  there 
were  two  large  parties  at  a  fmall  diftance :  one  of 
them,  about  fifty  in  number,  it  feems  was  ftationed 
in  the  road  between  the  gaol  and  fettlements,  and 
the  other  at  fome  diflance  from  the  gaol  on  the  op- 
polite  fide.  No  doubt  they  came  expelling  to 
lind  an  armed  force  to  oppofe  them ;  which  would 
have  been  the  cafe,  had  it  not  been  fatisfaclorily 
afcertained,  that  their  numbers  were  fo  great  as  to 
overpower  an  inconsiderable  guard,  and  that  blood- 
llied  would  have  enfned.  Indeepl  no  guard  military 
could  legally  have  been  called  out  to  defend  the  gaol 

by 
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by  force  of  arms,  without  a  fpecial  order  from  the 
Sheriff,  or  one  from  two  Judges  of  the  Supreme  or 
Common  Pleas  court — which  could  not  have  been 
feafonably  obtained.  Another  confederation,  how 
ever,  had  weight ;  molt  of  the  rioters  were  actually 
known,  and  will  no  doubt  be  eventually  appre 
hended,  and  held  to  anfwer  for  the  abufe  of  the 
confutation  and  laws,  although  for  a  while  they 
efcape. 

It  was  reported  on  Tuefday,  that  the  rioters  had 
difperfed,  and  gone  home.  Many  perfons  from  the 
fettlements  before  alluded  to,  were  here  during  the 
greater!  part  of  the  day,  and  I  converfed  with  feveral 
on  the  fubjecl  of  their  lands,  advifed  them,  efpecially 
fuch  as  lived  out  of  incorporated  places,  to  apply  to 
Government  for  redrefs,  and  fuggefted  the  poflibility 
of  relief  heretofore  digested  between  us. 

French  Influence  in  America. — France:  Council  of 
Elders.  In  this  afTembly  a  debate  took  place  on 
the  23d  of  1  aft  November,  refpe&ing  imports,  du 
ring  which  the  following  remarks  fell  from  Dupont : 

46  The  Americans  have  fcarcely  any  means  for 
4*  making  payment  for  our  wines,  brandy,  and  lilk, 
<f  except  their  rice,  fifh,  and  tobacco  ;  and  tobacco 
4t  is  the  moft  coniiderable  article  they  can  offer  us. 
"  Will  they  not  be  diffatisfied  to  fee  us  treat  their 
A;  principal  ftaple  with  this  financial  Severity,  and 
"  Punic  infidelity  ? 

ic  At  what  moment  are  we  inviting  upon  our- 
"  felves  theie  charges  ?  at  the  time  when  Wafhing- 
««  ton  is  retiring  from  public  life,  and  his  fucceflbr 
"  is  to  be  named,  as  the  depofitary  of  the  executive 
"  power. 

t£   Two  parties  divide  that  republic,   as  is  the  cafe 

<f  with  other  republics.     One  is  attached  to  France 

«  by  gratitude  for  her  iervices ;  the  other  is  attached 

€C  to  England.     The  latter  obtained  the  advantage, 
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sc  by  two  votes  only,  in  the  difcuffion  on  the  treaty 
"  of  commerce  with  England;  and  this  was  owing  to 
"  a  political  error  of  our  own  government. 

"  But  the  triumph  of  the  Englifh  party,  relative 
*"*  to  the  treaty,  has  rendered  the  French  party  more 
"  popular,  and  affords  a  ftrong  hope  of  feeing  the 
"  future  Preiident,  the  fucceifbr  of  Wafhington, 
*tf  chofen  from  among  the  citizens  who  arc  known  as  the 
"  friends  of  France." 

This  extract  is  well  worthy  of  attention.  Dupont 
cautioned  his  colleagues  againfl  laying  an  additional 
impoft  on  tobacco,  not  becaufe  he  had  any  objection 
to  the  exercife  of  fuch  "  Punic  infidelity,"  but  becaufe 
it  might  operate  to  the  difadvantage  of  France  in 
our  choice  of  a  Prefuient.  Juft  as  if  he  had  faid, 
tf  Don't  let  us  lay  this  impoft  now,  when  the  Ame 
ricans  are  going  to  choofe  a  new  chief  magiftrate. 
They  are  divided;  one  half  of  them  for  England, 
and  the  other  for  France :  there  is  every  reafon  to 
hope  that  Wafhington's  fucceffbr  will  be  chofen 
from  among  thofe  who  are  known  as  the  friends  of 
France  ;  let  us,  therefore,  itop  till  this  important 
election  is  over,  and  then  we  may  lately  do  what  we 
pleafe." 

Such  is  the  language  of  Dupont >  and  fuch  the  con 
temptible  opinion  he  entertained  of  the  people  of 
America.  But  the  molt  curious  part  of  the  ha 
rangue  is  that  in  which  he  obferves,  that  the  two 
votes,  which  decided  ttie  fate  of  the  Briti/h  treaty, 
were  loft  by  "a  political  error  of  the  French  govern 
ment."  A  morning  paper  alks,  u  What  can  this 
ipean  ?"  What  it  means  is  as  clear  as  what  it  fays  ; 
and  both  are  equally  humiliating  to  every  American 
that  has  the  leaft  anxiety  for  the  honour  of  his  coun 
try.  The  French  have  fo  long  talked  of  thefe  States 
as  their  provinces,  and  of  the  people  as  their  Haves, 
or  at  leaft  as  their  tools  ;  their  infolent  language  is 
grown  fo  familiar  to  our  ears,  that  it  has  in  Ibme 

meafure 
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meafbre  loft  its  effect  with  refpecl  to  us  ;  it 
ceaied  to  roufe  us  to  refentment,  and  even  to  excite 
lurprife  : — hut  let  us  fuppoie  for  a  moment,  that 
they  were  to  hold  this  language  towards  any  other 
nation  ;  let  us  fuppofe  that  Dupont  were  to  tell  the 
Divan  that  the  Parliament  of  Great  Britain  had  de^ 
termined  to  continue  the  war  by  two  voices  only, 
and  that  the  lofs  of  thefe  two  voices  "  was  owing  to 
a  political  error  of  the  French  government."  Sup- 
pole  we  were  to  behold  the  members  of  a  foreign  le- 
giflature,  thus  counting  the  votes  of  the  Houfe  of 
Commons  !  and  exclaiming,  "  We  have  loft  it  by  two, 
and  that  was  our  fault :"  were  we  to  behold  this,  I 
aik  any  fans-culotte  printer  in  America  how  many 
pages  he  would  fill  up  about  bribery  and  corruption? 
So  much  for  Duponfs  fpeech  ;  now  for  a  word  or 
two  ofMafier  Dupont  himfclf.  The  Minerva  of  New- 
York  calls  him  <4  a  re/peftable  member  of  the  legif- 
lature  of  France."  The  epithet  refpeftabh,  applied 
to  any  one  of  the  guillotine  legislators,  who  are 
now  plundering  the  commerce  of  this  country,  argues 
a  pretty  high  degree  of  complaifance  in  the  editor  of 
an  American  newfpaper  ;  but  when  we  recollect  who 
the  complimented  perfon  is  ;  when  we  recollecl  that 
this  refpeftable  member  is  no  other  than  that  very 
Dupont  (furnamed  the  infamous),  who  firft  mounted 
the  tribune  to  call  on  the  AlTembly  to  hurl  down  the 
altars  of  God,  and  who  firfl  openly  pronounced  in 
the  fame  tribune,  that  there  was  "  no  God  in  the 
world-,'  when  we  hear  this  plundering  legiflator, 
this  daring  blafphcmer,  called  refpeciable,  and  that 
too  by  a  man  who  is  an  advocate  for  neither  plunder 
nor  blafphemy,  we  cannot  help  fearing  that  the 
manly  tone  of  indignation  is  faft  giving  way  to  that 
of  a  cringing  hypocritical  complaiiance. 
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WEDNESDAY,  26th  APRIL. 

lyuonafarles  Correspondence  with  the  Pope. — Paris 
journals  of  the  4th  and  5th  arrived  yeflerday ; 
they  bring  an  account  that  pe£ce  is  concluded  be 
tween  the  Pope  and  the  French. 

The  following  are  the  official  letters  publifhed  by 
the  Directory  on  the  fubje6l  of  the  peace  concluded 
between  the  Pope  and  the  French  Republic. 

Buonaparte,  Commander  in  Chief,  to  the  French  Ex  e  ac 
tive  Direclory. 

*'  Head-quarters  at  Tolentino,  loth  Ventofe,  Feb.  19. 
<c  I  fhall  fend  you  immediately  the  ten  ftandarJ* 
which  we  have  taken  from  the  Pope  in  the  different 
actions  we  have  had  with  his  troops.  You  will  find 
annexed  the  copy  of  a  letter  which  the  Holy  Fattier 
has  written  to  me,  and  of  my  anfwer. 

(Signed)  "  BUONAPARTE.'* 

"  DEAR  SON — Health  and  Afoftolic  Benediction. 

"  Defiring  to  terminate  amicably  our  differences 
with  the  French  Republic  by  the  retreat  of  the  troops 
which  you  command,  we  fend  and  depute  to  you,  as 
our  plenipotentiaries,  two  ecclefiaftics,  the  Cardinal 
Matty,  who  is  perfectly  known  to  you,  and  M.  Ca- 
leppi ;  and  two  feculars,  the  Duke  Don  Lewis 
Brafchi,  our  nephew,  and  the  Marquis  Camillus 
Ma-ffimi,  who  are  inverted  with  our  full  powers,  to 
concert  with  you,  promife,  and  fubtcribe  fuch  condi 
tions  as  we  hope  will  bejuft  and  reafonable,  ob 
liging  ourfelves,  under  our  faith  and  word,  to  ap 
prove  and  ratify  them  in  ipecial  form,  in  order  that 
they  may  be  valid  and  inviolable  in  all  future  time. 
Affured  of  the  ientiments  of  good  will  which  you 

have  manifeiled,   we  have  abflained  from  removing 

.  ^ 

any  thing  from  Rome,  by  which  you  will  be  per- 

fuacled  of  the  entire  confidence  we  repofe  in  you. 

2  '\Ve 
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We  conclude  by  alluring  you  of  our  perfecl  efteem, 
and  in  giving  you  the  paternal  apoitolic  benedic 
tion. 

"  Given  at  St.  Peter's  in  Rome,  the  i2th  February,  1797, 
the  twenty-fecond  year  of  our  pontificate. 

"  PlUS,  P.  P.  VI." 

Btionafarle,  General  in   Chief  of  the  Army  of  Italy , 
to  his  Holinefs  the  Pope. 

"  Head-quarters,  Tolentino,  ift  Ventofe,  fifth  year. 

"  I  ought  to  thank  your  Holinefs  for  the  obliging 
things  contained  in  the  letter  which  you  have  taken 
the  trouble  to  write  to  me. 

"  The  peace  between  the  French  Republic  and 
your  Holinefs  is  juft  figned.  I  felicitate  myfelf  on 
being  able  to  contribute  to  your  perfonal  fafety. 

"  I  entreat  your  Holinefs  to  guard  againfl  the 
perfons  who  are  at  Rome,  who  are  fold  to  the  courts 
the  enemies  of  France,  or  who  furfer  themfelves  to 
be  guided  exclusively  by  the  paffions  of  hatred  which 
the  lofs  of  territory  conftantly  engenders. 

"  All  Europe  knows  the  pacific  inclination  and 
the  conciliatory  virtue  of  your  Holinefs.  The  French 
Republic,  I  hope,  will  be  one  of  the  truer!  friends  of 
Rome. 

"  I  fend  my  Aid-dc-camp,  Chief  of  Brigade,  to 
exprefs  to  your  Holinefs  the  perfect  efteem  and  ve 
neration  which  I  have  for  your  perfon,  and  to  en 
treat  you  to  confide  in  the  defire  which  I  have 
to  give  you,  on  every  occafion,  proofs  of  the  refpecSt 
and  veneration  with  which  1  have  the  honour  to  be 
your  moft  obedient  fervant, 

(Signed)  "  BUONAPARTE^' 

THURSDAY,  27th  APRIL. 

"  The  Sons  of  France  and  America  "  at  Cliarlejlwi.— 
We  learn  from  Charlefton,  under  the  date  of  April 
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so,  that  the  French  privateer  the  Gruper  was  lying 
off  the  bar  of  the  harbour,  and  had  there  brought 
to,  and  overhauled,  an  American  veflel,  Captain 
Almy,  of  Rhode  Ifland,  which  veflel,  in  confe- 
quence  of  the  conduct  of  the  privateer,  had  been  very 
much  injured,  and  had  very  narrowly  efcaped  total 
deftruction.  The  Charlefton  editor  concludes  a  long 
account  of  this  buiinefs  with  the  following  veryjpi- 
rited  obfervation : 

"  It  is  expected,  that  a  proper  inveftigation  of  this 
"  buiinefs  will  take  place,  and  that  our  merchants 
"  will  be  made  perfectly  acquainted  with  the  pro- 
"  priety  with  which  privateers,  fitted  out  in  our  own 
*'  ports,  lhall  go  and  lie  in  wait  for  our  vefiels  off 
"  our  own  bar,  to  capture  them." 

REMARKS. — The  humiliating  day  of  retribution  is 
come  !  Why  fhould  not  privateers  fitted  in  the  port 
of  Charlefton  lie  off  the  bar  to  capture  American 
veflels  ?  Itisjuft.  Privateers  fitted  out  from  that 
port  in  1793,  partly  manned,  if  not  owned,  by  Ame 
ricans,  made  a  piratical  war  on  the  commerce  of 
Great  Britain.  By  this  the  French  were  taught 
what  they  might  venture  to  do  :  villany  ieldom 
mifles  its  reward  in  the  end. 

Beiides,  how  can  the  people  of  Charlefton  have 
the  face  to  complain  of  the  conduct  of  the  "  ions  of 
France  ?"  For  four  long  years  we  witnefled  the 
fhameful,  the  odious  teitimonies  of  approbation 
which  this  city  beftowed  on  the  revolutioniils.  Every 
one  of  their  bafe  and  bloody  actions  was  applauded  : 
but  now,  behold  !  their  feizing  an  American  veflel 
off  the  bar,  is  expected  to  be  inquired  into  ! 

At  Charlefton,  on  the  6th  of  February,  1 794,  be 
it  known,  and  be  it  remembered  too,  that  the  Repub 
lican  Society  (not  the  Democratic  Society)  celebrated 
the  anniverfary  of  the  alliance  between  France  and 
America.  This  fociety  of  Americans  paraded  at  the 

VOL,  v.  ;x  hotel 
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hotel  of  a  Citizen  Harris,  whence  they  fent  a  deputa 
tion  to  invite  the  Citizen  Conful  of  the  French  Re 
public,  and  Citizen  Captain  Branzon  and  Lieutenant 
Langlois  of  the  republican  ftoop  of  war  Las  Cafas, 
to  join  them.  From  the  rendezvous  the  whole  re 
publican  tribe  marched,  or  rather  ftalked,  in  pro- 
ceilion,  to  the  city-hall ;  and  this  place  of  their  defti- 
nation  proves,  that,  if  the  corporation  did  not  aflift 
at  the  feftival,  they  approved  of  it. 

There  is  fomething  at  once  fo  bafe  and  fo  ludicrous 
in  the  circumftances  of  the  feaft,  that  I  cannot  help 
repeating  them  juft  as  they  ft  and  in  my  common 
place  book  of  fans-culotifm. 

Firft  in  the  proceffion  came  the  preiident  of  the 
fociety,  fupported  by  the  Conful  of  France,  and  the 
citizens  officers  of  the  (loop  of  war. 

The  cap  of  liberty,  carried  by  the  fecretary,  fup 
ported  by  two  citizen  members. 

The  treafurer  of  the  fociety. 

The  members  of  the  fociety,  two  and  two. 

Arrived  at  the  town-hall,  an  oration  was  delivered 
by  Citizen  Stephen  Dray  ton.  The  whole  then  re 
turned  to  Harris's  hotel,  drums  beating  and  fifes 
playing  $a  Ira.  Here  dinner  was  prepared  ;  the  fiags 
of  the  lifter  republics  were  difplayed  from  the  bal 
cony  ;  the  dinner-room  was  decorated  with  laurel, 
and  the  flags  joined  together.  Over  the  prefi  dent's 
chair  was  placed  the  cap  of  liberty. 

Among  the  favourite  toafts  were,  Citizen  Genet, 
Citizen  Madifon,  the  fans-culottes  of  Great  Britain 
and  Ireland,  and  the  guillotine.  One  toaft  in  par 
ticular  it  is  worth  while  to  recall  to  memory  at  this. 
time:  "  May  the  enemies  of  republican  Frenchmen 
feriJJi,  in  whatever  dime  they  may  be  found  T9 

After  the  toafts  were  over,  the  liberty  cap  was 
placed  on  the  head  of  the  president,  and  then  alter 
nately  on  the  head  of  each  member,  accompanied 
with  three  cheers  and  ga  ira.  After  being  returned 
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to,  and  worn  by,  the  prefident  fome  time,  the  cap 
was  prefented  by  him  to  the  crew  of  the  Las  Cafas. 
"  And  thus,"  fays  the  Charleflon  paper,  "  glided 
the  hours  away  of  this  feaft,  which  was  made  by  con 
genial  fouls  to  commemorate  the  happy  day  when 
Frenchmen  joined  the  fons  of  America  to  overthrow 
tyranny  in  this  happy  land."  Impudent,  ftupid 
mifcreants !  Befhrew  me,  but  it  glads  my  heart  to 
hear  that  their  viper-like  afperlions  have  at  lafl  met 
with  their  reward.  Would  to  heaven  that  their 
dear  brothers,  "  the  fons  of  Frenchmen,"  would 
flrip  them  of  their  very  ikins  ! 

But  the  grofleft  foolery  of  this  feftival  remains  to 
be  noticed.  "In  giving  this  relation,"  continues 
the  gazette,  "  it  may  not  be  improper  to  mention  a 
circumftance  that  brought  the  tear  of  joy  into  the 
eyes  of  all  prefent,  from  the  extraordmannefs  of  it. 
In  the  room  of  feftive  mirth,  and  about  the  clofe  of 
the  evening,  were  two  boys,  not  exceeding  ten  years 
of  age,  and  nearly  of  the  fame  fize  ;  the  one  a  na 
tive  of  France,  and  belonging  to  the  Hoop  of  war 
Las  Cafas,  the  other  a  native  of  America ;  both  rather 
handfome  than  pretty.  They  had  amufed  them- 
felves  for  fome  time  behind  the  prefidenf  s  chair,  by 
joining  in  the  chorufes  of  the  Marfeilles  hymn  ; 
when,  to  the  great  furprife  of  the  company,  they 
fpontaneoufly  exhibited  a  finking,  and  it  is  to  be 
hoped  a  juil,  emblem  of  the  genius  of  each  people  in 
their  refpecYive  characters.  They  mounted  each  on 
a  chair,  and  enfolded  themfelves  in  the  colours  that 
were  difplayed  in  the  rear  of  the  prefident ;  the 
American  in  thofe  of  the  French  Republic — the  little 
fans  culotte  in  thofe  of  America  ;  and  when  they 
had  fo  done,  they  chanted  in  an  animated  manner, 
ih&  favourite  chorus  of  ca  ira" 

1  leave  the  foreign  reader  to  guefs  (thofe  of  this 
country  know  but  too  well)  what  a  date  «f  infatu- 

X  2  ation, 


3o8  GAZETTE  SELECTIONS, 

ation,  of  ftupidity,  of  debafemcnt  and  ferocity,  s 
city  mutl  be  funk  to,  that  could  fufFer  itfelf  to  be 
amufed  with  fuch  exhibitions  as  thefe :  ga  ira>  the 
carol  of  the  lamp-poll,  the  death-howl  of  the  favages 
of  Paris,  chanted  by  two  children  to  a  company  of 
Charleftonians,  drew  from  their  eyes  tears  of  joy  ! 
When  the  world  fhall  have  recovered  from  the  fer 
ment  into  which  it  has  been  plunged  by  the  infernal 
revolution  of  France,  and  the  hiftorian  fhall  have 
leifure  to  record  the  inftances  of  folly  and  wickedness 
it  has  produced,  Charleston  in  South  Carolina  will 
not  be  forgotten. 

»  To  return  to  the  fubjecl  of  the  feizure:  once  more 
I  fay  it  is  juft.  I  wifh  "  the  fons  of  Frenchmen'* 
would  not  only  capture  their  fhips  off  the  bar$ 
but  in  their  harbour,  and  from  the  edge  of  their 
very  wharfs.  They  "  expect  that  an  inquiry  will  b& 
made  into  the  matter."  Upon  my  word,  I  fee  no 
occafion  for  any  inquiry  at  all.  They  themfelves 
waited  for  no  inquiry  to  toaft  definition  "  to  the 
enemies  of  republican  Fenchmen,  in  whatever  clime 
they  might  be  found  \*  and  I  therefore  cannot  con 
ceive  them  entitled  to  any  inquiry  now.  It  is  the 
dear  "  fons  of  Frenchmen0  that  feize  their  veffels, 
and  that's  enough;  let  them  aik  no  queiiions. 
To  pleafe  thefe  "  fons  of  Frenchmen,"  they 
loaded  "  Confuiion  to  William  Smith,"  their  mem 
ber  in  Congrefs,  the  ornament  of  their  State,  and, 
at  that  time,  almoil  the  only  man  in  the  United 
States  who  had  the  courage  to  attempt  to  ftem  the 
deflru(5live  tide  of  French  principles  and  French 
influence  that  was  overwhelming  us  :  they  vomited 
forth  this  toaft,  without  waiting  for  an  inquiry,,  and 
therefore  let  them  now  fwallow  their  injuries  and 
their  difgrace  iu  lilence. 
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Regicide  Feftival. — From  a  Paris  paper,  called  the 
Eclair. — He  who  kills  his  fellow- creatures  is  called 
a  homicide,  he  who  kills  his  father  a  parricrde,  he 
who  felecls  a  king  for  his  viclim  a  regicide,  and  he 
who  ftrikes  a  tyrant  a  tyrannicide. 

It  was  yefterday  that  thofe  who  killed  Louis  XVI. 
regicides  according  to  fome,  tyrannicides  according 
io  others,  met  to  celebrate  the  memorable  day  of 
their  triumph,  and  to  fwear  an  eternal  hatred  to 
royalty.  I  did  not  partake  of  their  tranfports  of joy ; 
I  was  not  prefent  at  their  feftival. 

The  people  have  fan&ioned  the  republic.  I  re- 
fpecl:  their  will ;  but  I  do  not  call  him  a  tyrant 
who,  until  the  loth  of  Auguft,  wras  a  legitimate 
king,  who,  on  the  throne,  was  the  mildeft  of  kings, 
and,  in  private,  furnifhed  an  example  of  the  virtues. 

I  blame  no  one.  I  love  and  refpedt  the  majority 
of  our  prefent  reprefentatives  ;  but  I  declare  this, 
that  if  the  voice  of  the  people  had  given  me  a  ieat 
in  the  legislature,  I  fhould  not  have  confented  to 
take,  on  the  2ift  of  January,  the  oath  that  was 
yefterday  taken  by  both  Councils  in  the  church  of 
Notre  Dame. 

I  fhould  have  dreaded  that  this  oath,  taken  on 
that  day  of  eternal  mourning,  would  be  confidered 
as  an  affent  to  the  fentence  pronounced  by  the  Na 
tional  Convention  on  the  lalt  King  of  the  French. 
I  had  rather  die  a  thoufand  deaths  than  fubje6t 
myfelf  to  fuch  a  fufpicion. ' 

If  I  can  truft  appearances,  the  majority,  nay,  I 
\vill  go  fo  far  as  to  fay,  all  the  Parifians  unani- 
nioufly,  are  of  my  opinion.  All  the  fhops  were 
yefterday  open,  the  artilans  employed,  and  the 
Catholic  temples  filled  with  a  greater  number  of 
the  faithful  than  on  ordinary  days.  More  than  one 
fervent  prayer  was,  without  doubt,  addreffed  to 
Heaven  in  favour  of  him  whole  death  was  cele 
brated.  The  avenues  to  the  cathedral  were  defertcd. 
Curiofity  itfelf,  which  fo  powerfully  fways  the  mul- 

x  3  titude, 


3io  GAZETTE  SELECTIONS. 

titude,  feemed  yeflerday  to  have  loft  its  charm,  and 
no  longer  to  allure  the  wretched  inhabitants  of 
Paris. 

How  many  perjuries  were  yefterday  committed 
throughout  the  whole  extent  of  the  Republic !  What 
a  burlefque  ceremony  that  of  an  oath  taken  by  the 
French  in  the  eighteenth  century  ! 

O  Jupiter !  exclaimed  a  Roman,  treat  me  like 
this  fow  I  am  going  to  immolate,  if  1  break  my  oaf  It. 
But  thou  deftroyer  of  altars,  where  is  the  Security 
for  thy  promife  ?  Who  will  punifh  thee  for  thy 
perjury  ?  thy  heart  full  of  impiety  ?  Didft  thou  not 
fay  long  ago,  there  is  no  God?  I  know  that  thy 
pride,  thy  corruption,  has  milled  thee,  and  thou 
wilt  one  day  find  the  avenging  God  whom  thy  per- 
verlity  now  denies.  In  the  interim,  a  madman 
mud  he  be  who  trufts  the  deceitful  words  thou  haft 
juft  pronounced.  To  which  of  thy  oaths  art  thou 
deflrous  that  I  Ihould  give  credit  ?  to  that  of  1796, 
or  to  that  of  1793,  or  to  that  of  1791,  or  to  that  of 

1789?  

Prieftley  and  Jefferfon. — At  a  late  meeting  of  the 
Philofophical  Society  of  Philadelphia,  the  new  Pre- 
lident  produced  a  large  bone,  fuppofed  to  be  the 
claw  of  fome  lion,  which  muft  have  been  twice  the 
lize  of  the  largeft  lions  of  Africa.  With  this  mon- 
ilrous  bone  before  him,  and  FoJney  on  his  right 
hand,  and  Priejlley  on  his  left,  he  delivered  to  the 
aftonifhed  fociety  a  very  learned  difcourfe  on  the 
iize  of  the  beaft  whofe  claw  was  exhibited.  It  was 
remarked  by  a  member  prefent,  that  when  he  favv 
the  worthy  Prefident  thus  fupported  by  the  'wind 
and  the  air,  he  could  not  but  portend  fome  tern- 
peftuous  weather  to  the  United  States.  The  aflb- 
ciation  of  thefe  extraordinary  characters  certainly 
exhibited  a  triumvirate  of  atnelfm^  deifm,  and  no- 
thingtfm>  full  as  curious  as  the  lion's  paw. 

American 
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American  Tamenefs. — Extract  of  a  letter  from  Lon 
don,  dated  March  2. — "  The  affair  of  the  Bank, 
"  which  caufed  fuch  alarm  at  firft,  has  within  this 
< '  day  or  two  lofl  its  terrors.  Confidence  is  again  re- 
"  eitablifhed,  and  there  is  no  doubt  but  the  wifdoitf 
"  of  the  Minifter  will  preferve  it  unimpaired.  We 
"  were  thoroughly  perfuaded  that  a  war  would  take 
"  place  between  you  and  France  ;  but  Mr.  King, 
"  on  whom  we  waited  this  morning,  gives  us  every 
"  affurance  that  there  is  not  the  leaft  danger  of  any 
"  fuch  event." 

The  above  extract  is  given  as  it  was  handed  to 
the  editor,  but  he  does  not  think  proper  to  let  it  go 
before  the  public  unaccompanied  with  an  obferva- 
tion,  that  the  pafTage  refpeding  France  and  Ame 
rica  feems  very  problematical.  Every  one,  at  leaft 
every  one  who  has  any  thing  to  lofe,  willies  for  a 
continuation  of  the  bleffings  of  peace  ;  but  then 
this  mufl  be  fecured  upon  honourable  terms  to  give 
any  man  of  fpirit  fatisfaclion ;  and  who  can  point 
out  a  probability,  or  even  a  poffibility,  of  doing 
this  at  the  prefent  moment  ?  When  we  look  at 
France  and  the  defpots  who  govern  her ;  while  we 
fee  the  impoffibility  of  their  paying  for  what  they 
have  plundered,  and  while  the  contemptuous  treat 
ment  of  Mr.  Pinckney  furniihes  fuch  inconteftable 
proof  of  their  intention  to  continue  their  depreda 
tions,  their  pirate-like  warfare  ;  while  things  are  in 
this  iiate,  to  aflert  with  confidence,  that  no  rupture- 
will  take  place,  is,  I  hope,  counting  too  much  on 
the  tamenefs  of  America  *. 


*  We  have  now  [1799]  ^een»  however,  that  it  was  not  counting 
too  much  ;  we  have  feen,  that  the  people  of  America  can  bear  any 
thing  and  every  thing,  that  comes  from  a  "  lifter  republic." 
That  inflexible  fpirit,  which  has  been  looked  upon  as  the  leading 
charafteriftic  of  republicans,  has  never  made  its  appearance  in  the 
councils  of  the  United  States.  Infult  after  intuit,  injury  after 
mjury,  have  been  pocketed  with  the  moil  philosophical /^-/mV/. 

x  4  MUCH 
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MUCH  ADO  ABOUT  NOTHING. 

From  the  Norfolk  Herald. 

Norfolk,  April  20. 

Britiih  Conful's  Office,  Norfolk,  Virginia,  April  18,  1797. 
GENTLEMEN, 

I  beg  you  to  infert  in  your  next  Herald,  the  en- 
clofed  copy  of  a  letter  1   have  juft   received  from 
Captain  Murray  of  his  Majefty's  fhip  Alia. 
I  am.  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  fervant, 

JOHN  HAMILTON* 
Me/rs.  Wile*  &  O'Connor.   - 

(COPY.  ) 

Afia,  Hampton  Roads,  April  17,  1797. 
DEAR  SIR, 

Enclofed  is  a  copy  of  an  advertifement  found  in 
an  American  paper  ;  permit  me  to  requefl  you  will 
find  fome  means  of  publicly  contradicting  it,  or  of 
'alluring  the  public  that  it  did  not  come  from  me  ; 
as  I  would  by  no  means  have  it  believed,  that  the 
Captain  of  a  Britifh  man  of  war  was  capable  of  in- 
fulting  any  enemy  whatever,  particularly  in  fuch  a 
gafconading  manner. 

1  am,  with  fincerity, 

Dear  Sir,  yours,  very  faithfully, 

(Signed)  ROBERT  MURRAY, 


John  Hamiltftii  Efq.  his  Britannic  Majefiy'? 
Conful,  Norfolk,  Virginia, 

(COPY.) 

Hampton  Roads,  March  34, 
Advertifement  ExtraQrdinary. 
Lies  SKULKING  in  or  about  the  harbour  of  Norfolk, 
a  little  gafconading  commander,    drelfed  in  a  blue 
coat  with  a  brick-duft  facing,  a  high  cocked  hat  de- 

cor^ted 
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corated  with  a  knob,  fuch  as  is  frequently  feen1  on 
the  bridles  of  coach-horfes,  of  red,  white,  and  blue 
riband.  He  is  very  much  bloated  from  having  beea 
long  wind-bound,  and  has  lately  contracted  an  ui> 
conquerable  fondnefs  for  port. 

Whoever  will  difcover  the  faid  Gafcon,  fo  that  he 
may  be  brought  before  one  of  his  Majcfty's  frigateSj 
fhall  receive  a  handfome  reward  from  the 

CAPTAIN  OF  THE  ASIA. 


ft  of  a  Letter  from   Norfolk,  dated  ^  ift  of 
Jtpril,  1797. 

"  You  will  fee  by  the  public  papers  that  we  are 
like  to  rival  you  in  the  dramatical  line.  Yeilerday 
was  performed  our  new  farce  of  MUCH  ADO  ABOUT 
NOTHING.  The  principal  character,  Captain  Mo- 
defty,  which  was  performed  with  a  vaft  deal  of  fea- 
faring  fimplicity,  fet  the  whole  houfe,  boxes,  pit, 
and  gallery,  in  a  roar  of  laughter." 

Seafaring  Delicacy.  —  .CAPTAIN  MURRAY'S  folemnly 
ridiculous  di&vowal  of  the  Advert  ifemenl  Extra 
ordinary,  which  every  one  looked  upon  as  a  mere 
ipurt  of  wit,  and  which,  therefore,  no  one  imputed 
to  him,  has  drawn  on  him  the  difgraceful  com 
mendations  of  all  the  fans-culotte  newfm  ongers  in 
this  country,  who  only  about  nine  months  ago 
honoured  him  and  his  father  with  the  appellation  of 
freebooters,  and  who  ftill  call  his  fovereign  the  Royal 
Brute  of  Britain.  Let  Captain  Murray  congratulate 
himfelf  on  having  deferved  their  applaufe  ;  as  to 
the  author  of  the  Advertifement  Extraordinary,  he 
would  fhun  it  as  he  wouicj  a  tri-coloured  cockade 
or  the  knife  of  its  wearer. 

The  democratic  printers  call  it  et  an  injultlng  ad- 
vertifement,  intended  to  -wound  the  feelings  of  Com 
modore  Barney."  They  are  very  tender-hearted 
grown  lately.  They  forget,  iurely.  that  the  noble- 
fpirited  Commodore  bound  an  American  Captain 

hand 
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hand  and  foot,  and  fvvung  up  our  flag  rcverfed 
under  that  of  France,  and  that  they  juftiftd  him 
too;  jufiified  an  American  who,  ading  under  a 
foreign  it  ate,  made  war  upon  the  defenceleis  com 
merce  of  his  own  country,  came,  into  its  ports  with 
the  avowed  intention  of  profecuting  his  bale  un 
natural  warfare,  and  even  infulted  the  Congrefs  by 
repeatedly  appearing  in  their  hall,  drefted  in  the 
garb  of  his  infamous  calling. 

This  is  the  man  whofa  feelings  are  not  to  be 
wounded!  This  is  the  man  whom  Captain  Murray 
is  as  cautious  of  offending  as  the  Indians  are  of 
offending  the  devil.  I  hope  it  is  not  for  the  fame 
reafon  ;  but  I  muft  confefs  that  I  tremble  for  the 
reputation  of  a  Britifh  commander,  when  I  hear 
him  applauded  by  the  fworn  enemies  of  Britain  :  it 
puts  me  in  mind  of  Buonaparte's  encomium  on  the 
"  refpeftabk  General  Provero.'* 


FRIDAY,  z8th  APRIL. 

French  Confitl  at  Bofton  threatens  to  profecute  iJie 
Printers. — Boiton,  aoth  April,  1797. — "  The  un- 
clerfigned  Conful  of  the  French  Republic  in  Bofton, 
declares,  that  the  piece  pubiifhed  in  this  day's  Cen- 
tinel,  3oth  Germinal  (i9th  of  April,  1797,  O.  S.), 
under  the  title  of  *  An  Extract  from  a  Pamphlet  now 
in  Circulation  in  France,  pubiilhed  by  Order  of  the 
Directory,  and  addreffed  to  the  People,  figned 
Hoche,'  is  abfolutely  falfe  ;  that  the  government  of 
the  French  Republic  never  avowed,  but  inceflantly 
withftood,  the  principles  which  this  defpicable  writer 
fuppofes  them  to  purfue.  In  thofe  countries  that 
have  been  conquered  by  the  victorious  arms  of  the 
Republic,  religion,  perlbns,  and  property  have 
been  invariably  refpecled. 

a  «  The 
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c*  The  underfigned  propofesto  take  the  order  of  his 
government  for  profecuting  the  authors  of  this  falfe 
publication  ;  a  publication  which  it  would  be  need- 
lefs  to  demonitrate  the  abfnrdity  of. 

"  The  good  citizens  defpile  erroneous  opinions, 
that  may  Ipring  from  party  fpirit  and  hatred  towards 
a  republican  form  ofgovernmeut ;  but  if,  under  pre 
tence  of  the  liberty  ol  theprefs,  the  community  were 
to  tolerate  the  infertion  of  falfe  pieces,  given  as  au 
thentic  ones,  thefe  forgers  would  perhaps  foon  emit 
bank  bills  under  the  felt-fame  cloak*. 

"   MOZAKD." 

Jefferfon  and  Freneau — When  a  certain  printer  fet 
up  his  paper  in  Philadelphia,  entitled  the  National 
Gazette^  a  certain  quondam  Secretary  fent  it  to  funury 
agents  in  the  United  States  in  foreign  countries  with 
a  recommendation  of  it  as  a  patriotic  paper,  which 
would  enable  the  agents  to  fee  both  fides  of  the 
queflion,  reprefenting  thereby  this  National  Ga 
zette,  which  was  always  filled  with  abominable  lies 
and  abufe  againfl  the  Federal  Government,  as  one 
fide  of  the  queftion,  in  oppofition  to  the  acts  of 
that  Government  of  which  the  panegyrift  of  this  pa 
per  was  himfelf  a  member. 

Dollars  fiamped  with  the  King  of  England 's  Head.— 
Our  readers  have  been  informed  that  the  dollars, 
which  are  now  iffuing  from  the  Bank  of  England, 
bear  a  ftamp  of  King  George's  head  on  the  neck  of  the 
King  of  Spain:  upon  this  fubjedl  a  corrcfpondent 
obferves,  that  he  has  no  objection  to  the  mode  of 
fupplying  the  city  with  fpecie,  but  thinks  that  by  all 
means  his  Majefty's/oo/  inftead  of  his  head  fhould 
have  been  ftamped  on  the  neck  of  his  enemy ;  and* 

*  It  may  not  be  amifs  to  obferve,  that  nothing  more  has  tfo 
this  time  [1799]  been  heard  of  this  proiecution. 

indeed, 
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indeed,  it  muH  be  confeiTed  that  the  Moft  Catholic 
ally  of  the  French  Atheifts,  in  their  war  againft  the 
fuccejjor  of  St.  Peter,  would  look  very  well  if  pour- 
trayed  with  the  addition  of  this  badge  of  honour. 

The  Wonder  of  American  Patience. — The  little 
runaway  Scotchman,  Callender,  wrote  a  pamphlet 
againft  Peter  Porcupine  laft  fummer,  which  he  en 
titled  "  The  Wonder  of  American  Patience."  This 
title,  as  the  pamphlet  has  no  ufe  for  any,  I  now  beg 
leave  to  transfer  to  the  following  accounts  from 
Charlefton,  of  April  4.  Tranflated  from  the  State 
Gazette.  From  u  Le  Patriote  Fran^ais,"  of  the  3d : 

Addrefs  to  the  French  and  American  Patriots. 
REPUBLICANS, 

Dragged  by  fome  amateurs  to  the  theatre  of 
Charlefton,  we  did  not  prefume,  that  a  jufl  fenti- 
ment  of  indignation  would  there  afflicl  our  minds, 
and  caft  a  gloom  over  the  agreeable  ideas  which  we 
had  previoufly  formed  of  the  entertainment.  Re 
calling  to  our  memory  the  French  theatre  at  the 
capital  (Paris),  we  communicated  to  each  other  our 
remarks  on  the  difference  of  declamation,  of  tafle, 
of  geitures,  and  intrigues  ;  we  admired  even  our 
conftancy  in  hearing  exprefiions  which  the  greater 
part  of  us  could  not  underftand,  when  Placide  with 
his  rare  talents  came  forth  to  roufe  us  from  this 
lethargic  ftupor. 

But  how  great  was  our  ailonifhment,  in  the  Lock 
and  Key,  to  learn  that  the  aclor  J.  VV".  fung,  with 
an  affected  enthufiafm,  the  high  exploits  of  an  Eng- 
lifh  frigate,  the  fole  afpecl  of  whofe  flag  had  put  to 
flight  three  French  frigates  ;  and  that  a  blind  populace, 
with  exceffive  and  thrice  reiterated  plaudits,  demand 
ed  the  repetition  of  the  fame  couplet,  ivhiift  they  had 
their  eyes  fixed  upon  its.  Reafon  and  pity,  much  lefs  than 
anger,  determined  us  to  depart ;  and  we  laughed  to 
gether  at  the  abfurd  and  rude  affront  which  had  jufl 

grated 
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grated  our  ears.  We  faid  then  :  Is  it  then  thefe 
people  fhould  feign  to  be  ignorant  that  at  all  times 
the  Englifh  have  not  dared  to  meaiure  themfelves 
with  an  equal  force  of  the  French,  and  that  nothing 
but  treachery  and  fuperior  numbers  have  ever  afford 
ed  them  forne  fuccefs  ?  Should  they  have  forgotten 
that  Admiral  Byng,  beaten  by  Galiffoniere,  and 
flying  before  Mahon,  had  been  beheaded,  becaufe 
he  boldly  faid  to  the  Council  that  fat  on  his  judg 
ment,  "  Cite  to  me  a  lingle  inftance,  when  the  Eng 
lifh  navy  with  an  equal  number  of  veffels  van- 
quifhed  the  French  navy,  and  then  I  will  allow  that 
I  was  a  coward.  But  if  the  fire  of  the  enemy,  and 
the  decayed  condition  of  my  fquadron,  though  it  had 
been  fuperior  in  numbers,  have  forced  me  to  yield 
the  field  of  battle  to  him,  why  fhould  this  be  charged 
as  a  capital  crime  again  ft  me  ?" 

It  is  neceffary  here  to  relate  the  difgrace  where 
with  this  ambitious  and  pillaging  nation  has  loaded 
itfelf  at  Toulon,  Tiberon,  'and  Dunkirk.  To  en 
lightened  and  impartial  perfons  we  leave  the  care  of 
drawing  herefrom  jufl  conclufions,  and  pronouncing 
on  future  events. 

But  you,  American  Englifhmen,  removed  two 
centuries  from  the  belligerent  and  political  career  of 
the  world,  fhall  ingratitude  be  your  portion  ?  Will 
you  fuffer  much  longer,  that  in  your  halls  of  public 
exhibitions,  on  your  theatres,  malevolent  perfons 
fhall  make  their  efforts  to  revile  the  French  nation  ? 
you  who,  without  her,  would jtill  groan  under  the  op" 
prejjive  and  tyrannical  yoke  of  the  defpot  who  appa«~ 
rently  wifhes  to  rule  this  day  over  your  country. 
Open  your  eyes;  and,  like  freemen,  repulfe  from  you 
a  nation,  that  by  the  means  of  a  crafty,  perfidious, 
and  to  you  diigraceful  treaty,  wifhed  to  reduce  you 
again  into  flavery. 

As  for  you,  found  part  of  the  United  States,  our 

allies,  our  brethren,  whofe  ftandard,  glorious  by  the 

j  aid 
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aid  of  our  arms,  dill  waves  in  the  republican  Senate 
of  France,  redrefs  through  your  energy  the  wrongs  of 
your  fellow-citizens ;  infpire  them  at  this  critical 
moment  with  fentiments  worthy  of  a  regenerated 
people.  Tell  them,  if  necelTary,  France,  torn  by 
an  interline  war,  has  glorionfly  combated  againft  fe- 
venteen  European  powers  that  had  coalefced  againft 
her.  The  greaterT  part  of  them  have  been  vanquifh- 
ed,  feveral  others  have  demanded  peace  from  her, 
which  Ihe  generoufly  granted  them  ;  England  fues 
for  it,  and  will  foon  be  forced  to  fubfcribe  thereto. 
Teach  them  further,  that  the  French  Republic,  now- 
founded  on  a  folid  bails,  is  going  to  be  the  prepon^ 
derating  power,  that  fhewill  balance  the  equilibrium 
of  nations,  whom  fhe  will  compel  by  her  clemency, 
by  her  laws,  and  by  the  wifdom  of  her  government, 
to  pay  her  the  tribute  of  admiration.  Ah  !  if  reafons 
fo  juft,  and  motives  fo  powerful,  do  not  bring  them 
back  to  the  level  of  their  means,  then  add  this  lafl 
admonition  to  them,  "  Fear,  indignant  France  will 
make  you  feel  the  weight  and  effect  of  her  refentment, 
and  plunge  you  again  into  that  nothingnefs,  from  whence 
JJie  has  raifed  you" 

As  for  you,  ilovenly  buffoons,  and  all  of  you  who 
are  their  partifan's,  ignorant  applauders,  receive  as  a 
reward  of  your  zeal  the  public  contempt,  which  you 
have  fo  well  deierved,  and  to  which  we  devote  you 
through  life. 

GR.  ME.  of  the  French  part  of  the  ifland  of 
St.  Martin's  ;  and  the  other  French  repub 
licans,  paflengers  on  board  the  corvette  La, 
Lourde. 

REMARKS. 

To  obferve  on  the  ignorance  and  cant  that  runs 
through  this  impudent  publication,  would  be  ufelefs : 
it  conies  from  republican  fans-culotte  Frenchmen, 
and  that's  enough.  It  is  its  abominable  infolence^. 

and 
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and  the  clear  indication  that  it  contains  of  the 
fpirit  and  intention  of  the  French,  that  is  to  be  at 
tended  to. 

I  aflert,  and  I  defy  any  one  to  produce  proof  iri 
contradiction  to  my  affertion,  that  no  nation,  no 
city,  no  affemblage  of  perfons  on  earth,  calling 
themfelves  free  and  independent,  were  ever  fo  in- 
fulted  as  the  people  of  America,  in  divers  parts  of 
the  Union,  have  been  by  this  horde  of  new-fafhioned 
favages  :  but  I  really  think  that  Charleston  has  had 
the  preference  in  the  distribution  of  their  fraternal 
favours  ;  not  unmeritedly,  without  doubt.  Oh  ! 
the  glorious  free  and  independent  Charleftonians  ! 
They  cannot  applaud  a  good  fong  without  being 
menaced  by  the  dear  "  fons  of  France." 

What  liberty  we  fhould  enjoy,  if  the  French  could 
fo  fraternize  with  us,  as  to  get  us  to  join  them  in  the 
war!  then  it  would  be  glorious  work  indeed.  If  the 
fanguinary,  red-headed  crew  of  a  privateer  take  upon 
them  to  remonflrate  and  to  threaten  us,  and  that  too 
merely  for  applauding  a  fong,  what  might  we  not 
expect  from  a  republican  general,  vrith  ten  thoufand 
blood-hounds  at  his  heels,  and  his  aid-de  camp, 
Guillotine,  at  his  elbow  ?  Then  we  Ihould  taile  of 
the  bleflings  of  .equal  liberty  in  its  purity.  They 
would  no  longer  be  offended  with  our  longs,  becaufe 
they  would  not  fuffer  us  to  ling  or  fpeak  in  any  lan 
guage  but  French.  They  would  fall  out  with  the 
very  cut  of  our  faces,  and  would  Uvift  our  good 
level  Englifh-looking  features  into  the  baboon  pro 
minency  of  their  own. 

61  Fear,  indignant  France  will  make  you  feel  the 
*'  weight  and  effett  of  her  refentment,  and  plunge  you 
"  again  into  that  nothingnefs  >  from  whence  jhe  has 
"  raifed you  /"  If  the  captain  or  crew  of  an  Engliih. 
veffel  had  publifhed  a  threat  like  this,  how  foon 
would  their  blood  have  limned  the  pavement  of 
Charlefton  !  Yet  the  raggamufiln  "  ions  of  French 


men" 
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men'*  are  not  only  permitted  to  depart  unmolefted, 
but  their  threat,  left  the  whole  world  fhould  not  hear 
of  it,  is  tranflated  and  very  politely  publiihed  in  a 
paper  of  the  infulted  and  humiliated  city !  Let  us 
then  no  longer  talk  of  the  meannefs  of  the  Kings  of 
Spain  and  Sardinia,  of  the  voluntary  debafement  of 
the  Queen  of  Naples,  or  the  hypocritical,  fear-in- 
fpired  profeffions  of  the  Pope  ;  to  find  inftances  of 
the  degeneracy  of  the  prefent  age,  we  need  not  go 
beyond  the  limits  of  our  own  territory. 


SATURDAY,  29th  APRIL. 

Grattan. — The  alarm  refpecling  the  Bank  has  once 
more  given  life  to  the  reformers  of  this  kingdom. 
Grattan,  who  got  extremely  well  fatisfied  with  the 
prefent  italc  of  things  as  foon  as  he  got  into  office, 
and  who  became  as  dif contented  with  it  the  moment 
he  was  difplaced :  this  verfatile  Cerberus  heads  the 
pack.  It  is  to  be  hoped  that  the  Government  will 
not  be  compelled  to  give  him  another  lop  :  a  bayonet 
would  fuit  him  much  better. 

'Political  Retribution. — A  Paris  paper  of  the  ad 
March,  lavs,  that  "the  King  of  Spain  is  preparing 
for  a  journey  into  Catalonia,  where  there  are  difcon- 
tents^  as  there  are  alfo  in  Navarre.  The  Cortes,  or 
States,  of  the  latter  province  having  recently  aHem- 
bled,  lent  to  Madrid  deputies  who  returned  without 
being  able  to  obtain  an  audience,  and  that  the  con- 
iequences  to  be  apprehended  were  icrious." — [That's 
right,  Mofl  Catholic:  it  will  teach  you  what  it  is  to 
become  \\\z  friend  of  the  murderers  of  the  head  of  your 
family, ,] 

Sardinia.— "  The  Court  of  Turin  has  fent  orders  to 
the  Viceroy  of  Sardinia  to  furnifh  the  French  in 
Corfica  with  every  thing  the  Commiflary  Miot  Ihall 
require.  The  Chevalier  de  Purora  has  been  ap 
pointed 
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pointed  Minifter  of  Foreign  Affairs  by  the  King  of 
Sardinia,  inftead  of  the  late  Count  Graneri. 

"  Our  advices  from  Genoa,  dated  February  9, 
ftate,  that  the  King  of  Sardinia  had  juft  caufed  his 
brother,  the  Duke  d'Aofte,  to  be  apprehended, 
on  a  charge  of  having  had  a  fhare  in  the  confpiracy  ; 
of  having  foOght  to  put  himlelf  at  the  head  of  the 
difcontented  Nobles,  for  the  purpofe  of  feizing  on 
the  city  and  citadel  of  [T<irin,  and  of  intending  to 
declare  himlelf  Regent  of  the  kingdom.'* 

All  this  is  right  too  :  he  who  hugs  the  traitors  of 
other  nations  to  his  bofom,  and  gives  them  all  the 
aid  in  his  power,  ought  to  be  betrayed  by  his  own 
iubjects  and  family.  Certainly  nothing  can  be  more 
jtiih 

Corfica. — fc  Some  bloody  difturbances  have  taken 
place  in  Corfica,  owing  to  the  levying  of  recruits  for 
the  French  army.  The  mountaineers  cut  down  the 
trees  of  liberty,  and  nothing  but  the  marching  of 
troops ?gainft  them,  and  other  meafures  of  the  moft 
exemplary  rigour,  could  reduce  them.  Several  of 
the  chiefs  of  the  infurgents,  including  four  prieits 
who  had  taken  up  arms,  have  been  fhot." 

Very  juft.  The  Corficans  want  more  liberty  than 
the  Britifh  Government  allowed  them,  and  now  they 
have  it.  They  drove  their  own  King  from  his  terri 
tory,  that  they  might  become  a  fovereign  peopte,  at 
the  point  of  the  bayonet. 

Cifpadane.- — "  The  congrefs  of  the  Cifpadahe  Re 
public  lately  difcuifed  the  queftion,  whether  there 
Should  be  any  mention  of  the  Catholic  religion  in 
the  new  confutation  ?  No  fooner  had  the  people 
heard  of  this,  than  a  great  tumult  enfued,  the  mul 
titude  crying  out,  that  they  would  rather  die  than 
fuffer  the  holy  Catholic  religion  to  be  abolifhed. — 
The  french  dragoons  diiperfed  the  mob** 

THE  MOB  !  And  do  you  bear  a  republican  newf- 
paper  call  the  foveriegn  people  of  regenerated  Cif- 

VOL.  y.  y  padane 
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padane  a  mob?  The  editor  was  certainly  drunk,  or 
dreaming  about  forne  monarchical  ftate. — But,  only 
obferve  how  foon  the  troublefome  fovereign  was  fa- 
tisfied,  upon  fight  of  the  flaming  fabres  of  the  fans- 
culottes  !  Thefe  French  dragoons  are  excellent  con- 
fHtution-makers.  Their  logic  and  eloquence  never 
fail  to  produce  conviclion. 

Tufcany. — "  The  Grand  Duke  of  Tufcany,  it  now 
appears,  fome  time  ago  fent  the  Marquis  Manfredini 
to  General  Buonaparte.  The  refult  of  their  confer 
ences  was  the  following  convention  : 

"  i.  The  Grand  Duke  engages  to  pay  800,000 
livres  to  defray  the  expenfes  of  the  French  garrifon 
at  Leghorn. 

"  2.  General  Buonaparte  promifes,  in  the  name  of 
the  French  Republic,  to  withdraw  the  160  French 
troops  which  are  at  Leghorn  ;  and  the  Grand  Duke 
engages  to  pay  on  the  day  they  ihall  begin  their 
anarch,  1,200,000  livres  more." 

This  wretched  Duke  was  the  firfl  Italian  prince 
that  gave  encouragement  to  the  advances  of  the 
French.  It  was  nrongly  fufpecled,  that  a  confider- 
able  portion  of  the  plunder  of  the  French  nobility 
and  clergy  went  to  purchafe  his  friendfhip  amd  con 
nivance  ;  and  the  five  Kings  are  now  addreffing 
him  in  the  language  of  Hamlet :  "  Thus  wefqueeze 
you,  fponge,  and  you  are  dry  again" 

Sans-culotte  Foolery  in  America. — S*R,  At  the  fame 
time  that  I  do  not  intend  to  juftify  the  conduct  of 
a  violent  Jacobin  party,  which  has  long  exifted  in 
Charlejlon,  yet  it  would  be  withholding  juftice  from 
thofe  who  are  entitled  to  it,  not  to  inform  you  that 
a  majority  of  the  inhabitants  of  that  city  have  never 
approved  of  the  tranfaclions  publifhed  in  your  paper. 

Trufting  in  that  change  in  the  public  mind  which 
they  knew  mufl  foon  be  accomplished  by  fuch  infa 
mous  proceedings,  and  dreading  to  involve  the  city 
3  in 
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in  bloodshed  and  conflagration,  by  any  violent  mode 
of  fhowing  their  reprobation  ;  they  too  long  fufFered 
this  party  to  outrage  common  decency :  the  evil  has 
now  cured  itfclf,  and  the  public  mind  is  undergoing 
in  that  city  a  very  rapid  change.  The  unfortunate 
permiffion  to  fell  French  prizes  brought  here  a  num 
ber  of  privateerfmen ;  and  they,  enliiiing  on  their 
iide  all  the  worthlefs  and  difcontented,  kept  the  city 
for  fome  time  nearly  in  a  ft  ate  of  terror. 

Though  it  cannot  Be  denied  that  very  fcandalous 
fcenes  have  been  the  confequence,  Hill  it  muft  be 
allowed  that  Charledon  has  not  been  alone  the  the 
atre  of  them.  Scenes  quite  as  indecent  have  been 
exhibited  in  other  towns,  where  there  were  no  gangs 
of  armed  buccaneers  to  terrify  the  peaceable  citizens 
— witnefs  Bojlon,  where  the  Governor  of  the  State, 
decorated  with  a  red  cap,  drank  on  board  the  Con 
corde  frigate,  "  May  France  give  law  to  all  the 
world  /"  witnefs  New- York,  where  the  French  flag 
was  exhibited  for  years  in  the  public  coffee-room ; 
witnefs  Baltimore,  where  the  militia  turned  out  to 
compliment  the  renegade  Barney  ;  in  fhort,  witnefs 
Philadelphia,  where  a  few  days  ago  a  civic  feaft  was 
given  to  celebrate  French  conquer!  s;  and  then  it 
mufl  be  confefTed  that  Charlefion  is  not  more  de- 
ferving  of  reproach  than  her  lifters :  as  an  evidence 
that  the  majority  of  the  refpeclable  citizens  of  that 
place  never  approved  or  countenanced  thofe  tranf- 
adlions,  it  may  be  added  that  they  have  twice  fince 
re-elected  their  member,  who,  whatever  may  have 
been  his  other  offences,  has  never  been  accufed  of 
facrificing  his  country  to  French  influence. 

A  Nati-ue  of  Charleston. 

Neutrality  of  America,  in  a  Letter  from  a  French 
Gentleman  at  Baltimore, — The  following  is  a  literal 
tranflation  of  the  French  letter  which  I  publifh  in 
this  day's  Gazette. 

Y  a  "  SIR, 
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"  SIR,  "  Baltimore,  April  14,   1797. 

"  It  is  furprifing  that  Peter  Porcupine,  who  lets 
no  opportunity  elcape  him  of  expofing  in  a  forcible 
manner  the  true  fituation  of  this  country,  with  re- 
fpect  to  the  belligerent  powers,  fhould  filently  pafs 
over  the  following  reflections  on  the  manner  in 
which  the  Americans  obferve  their  pretended  neu 
trality. 

<c  It  is  very  aftonifhing  that  while  we  fee  all  the 
newfpapers  of  the  United  States  abound  with  corn- 
plaints  of  the  numberlefs  captures  continually  made 
of  their  vefTels  by  the  French  Republic,  in  a  manner 
fo  unjuft,  fo  piratical,  fo  inhuman  ;  that  at  the 
fame  time  in  which  we  hear  thofe  exclamations  we 
fhould  fee  fo  linking  a  contraft  prefent  itfelf  to  our 
eyes.  Americans,  read  the  following  reflections: 
lilence  your  clamours,  and  anfwcr  !  For  what  pur- 
pofe  do  thefe  privateers  arm  in  your  ports  ?  Is  it  not 
to  take  your  own  fhips,  and  that  even  at  the  en 
trance  of  your  own  bays  and  rivers  ?  For  nothing 
elfe,  and  you  know  it  with  certainty ;  and  neverthe- 
lefs  you  fuffer  it  !  What,  can  nothing  then  roufe 
you  from  your  fatal  lethargy  :  You  complain  that 
you  are  pillaged,  and  that  you  are  bafely  and  even 
barbarouily  mal-treated :  this  is  a  truth  which  has 
no  need  of  proofs  ;  and  yet  at  this  moment  that  I  am 
writing,  your  pretended'  friends  are  only  buiied  to 
give  frefh  ones  to  your  brothers,  your  hufbands, 
your  children,  in  fpoiling  them  cruelly  of  their 
goods  ;  and  robbing  them  of  that  property  which 
you  have  confided  to  their  care  and  mduftry.  And 
you  fuffer  that  fhips  fhould  be  armed  among  you, 
deftined  only  for  robbery  and  your  ruin  !  For  the 
public  is  not  ignorant  that  tuch  and  fuch  a  fhip, 
which  is  arming  under  their  eyes,  is  really  deftincd 
only  for  privateering  :  every  thing  demonftrates  it  : 
the  conduction,  the  tranlaclions  on  board,  the 
2  mannec 
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manner  of  out- fitting,  the  converfation,  the  pur- 
chafes  of  fmall  arms  made  in  town,  &c.  &c. — all 
this  is  concealed  under  the  pretence  that  they  are 
going  for  Guadaloupe,  the  Cape,  or  other  ports; 
while  every  body  knows  that  the  true  dcflination 
and  only  defign  is  a  cruife ;  a  number  of  pailengers 
alfo  (a  crew  of  French,  and  even  American  failors) ; 
that  in  going  down  they  purchafe  cannon,  powder, 
&c.  &c.  in  the  creeks  of  the  bay.  To  whom  is  fuch 
a  conduct  to  be  imputed  ?  To  yourfclves,  Americans. 
"  For  it  is  neceifary  that  a  merchant  fhould  lend 
his  name  at  the  Cuflom-houfe  to  clear  out  the  veflel, 
and  it  is  more  than  probable  that  he  himfrlf  is  chiefly 
intereftcd.  What  are  we  to  think  of  this  ?• — If  an 
honelt  man  fhould  exprefs  too  freely  his  opinion,  or 
take  the  fmallefi  flep  which  might  difpleafe  a  certain 
party;  to  be  drawn  in  a  cart,  tarred  and  feathered, 
followed  by  a  thoufand  blackguards,  and  the  huzzas 
through  the  flreets,  would  be  his  fate.  We  fhould 
hear  nothing  but  the  cry  of  War  !  war  !  and  yet  it  is 
but  three  years  fince  it  was  faic),  England  will  be 
careful  not  to  provoke  America.  She  would  feel  the 
effects  of  the  wrath  of  a  free  people,  fhould  fhe  af 
front  them.  Yes  !  it  is  exactly  three  years  the  fecond 
of  May  next,  that  a  mate  of  Baltimore  was  led 
about,  tarred  and  feathered,  with  an  infcription 
placed  on  a  board  at  the  head  of  his  cart— "  Ameri 
can  pirate"  Americans  !  thofe  who  now  are  com 
manders  of  privateers  to  pillage  you,  are  they  better 
citizens  ?  Whether  the  Government  can,  or  not, 
hinder  thofe  clandelline  armaments,  fo  ruinous  and 
difhonourable  to  you,  I  fay  not ;  but  exitf  they  cer 
tainly  do ;  and  what  opinion,  think  you,  muft  fo 
reign  nations  conceive  of  you,  when  they  fee  you 
conduct  yourfelves  thus,  in  a  manner  at  once  fo  con 
trary  to  the  laws  of  neutrality,  and  derogatory  to  na 
tional  dignity  ?  Upon  whom  (hail  fall  the  odium  fuch 
a  conduct  excites  ? 

Y  3  <*  Lafi 
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"  Laft  week  a  fchooner  failed  from  the  Point  at 
Baltimore,  on  a  cruife  :  it  is  afferted,  and  with  great 
probability,  that  Barney  has  commiflioned  her.  At 
this  moment  there  is  another  in  dock,  juft  ready  to  fet 
fail ;  and  fome  merchants  who  expecT:  their  veffels, 
efcaped  from  the  pirates  of  the  iflands,  exprefTed  yef- 
terday  their  fears ;  faying,  This  privateer  goes  out  next 
week,  and  perhaps  will  capture  my  fhip,  which  I 
pofitively  expecl:  at  the  fame  time. — Thefe  are  reali 
ties  :  but  which,  however,  will  not  ftrike  fo  forcibly 
as  fome  puffed-np  phrafes  of  a  wretched  Gazetteer, 
whofe  only  aim  is  to  roufe  the  minds  of  the  people 
with  impoifoned  vapours,  which  tend  to  their  mifery* 

6f  Americans,  you  lately  enjoyed  the  efteem  of 
foreign  nations !  Take  care  left  you  lofe,  for  ever, 
fo  precious,  fo  honourable  a  fituation.  You  have 
not  a  moment  to  lofe  in  your  endeavours  to  avoid  fc> 
fhameful  a  reproach  as  that  of  no  longer  deferring 
it." 

French  Impudence^  jfmbition,  and  Perfidy* — Mra 
PORCUPINE,  If  any  thing  vain  or  impudent  from  the 
pen  of  a  Frenchman  could  furprife,  I  Ihould  have 
been  aftonilhed  yefterday  at  reading  "  An  Account" 
in  the  United  States  Gazette,  "  of  the  naval  Powers 
of  Europe  ;"  written  by  a  French  citizen,  who  calls 
himfelf  one  of  the  Bureau  of  Commerce  at  Paris. 
You  know  thefe  gentry  have  a  wonderful  talent  at 
difpofing  of  all  things  on  this  earth  to  their  own 
liking. 

In  eftimating  the  maritime  force  of  France,  Spain, 
and  Holland,  he  reprefents  the  flrengh  of  their  re- 
fpecliye  fleets,  as  it  appeared  on  their  navy  lifls, 
at  the  commencement  of  the  French  revolution  ;  he 
makes  no  abatement  whatever  for  what  Jack  Englifh 
has  had  the  good  fortune  to  deflroy  and  take  from 
them  lince  that  period.  We  are  fenfible  that  thefe 
Cations  cannot  at  the  prefent  time  equip  for  fea  one 

half 
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half  the  fhips  he  mentions  ;  and  that,  united  with 
Denmark  and  Sweden,  they  are  not  able  to  oppofe 
Great  Britain  alone,  fuppofe  fhe  had  not  a  fingle 
ally. 

But  what  particularly  engaged  my  notice,  was  the 
fuperlative  modefty  of  this  Frenchman.  He  pro- 
poies  a  confederacy  of  thefe  States,  "  fomething  like 
the  armed  neutrality  of  1 7  8 1 ,"  for  the  purpofe  of  de- 
flroying  what  he  calls  the  "  coloiTal  power  of  Eng 
land  on  the  ocean  ;"  and  this  he  endeavours  to  prove 
would  be  the  "  intereft  of  every  naval  power  of  the 
fecond  order,"  and  the  *c  only  means  of  emancipat 
ing  the  ocean  from  Britiih  tyranny." 

How  itupid  muft  that  man  be,  or  how  eafily 
duped  muft  he  think  all  others,  that  could  ferioufly 
bring  forward  fuch  a  proportion  to  the  nations  of 
Europe  ;  at  the  very  time,  when  the  enormous  am 
bition  of  France  juftly  excites  an  univerfal  alarm  by 
her  rapid  and  extenfive  conquefls,  and  her  humili 
ating  requisitions  from  the  conquered  !  One  would 
imagine  this  crazy  Frenchman  thought  that  his  re 
public  had  a  divine  right  of  acting  the  devil  all  over 
Europe,  and  that  tyranny,  plunder,  fraud,  and  op- 
prefiion,  were  no  crimes  in  the  fans-culottes.  I  defy 
him  and  any  other  man  to  mention  a  lingle  itate, 
within  the  reach  of  their  arms,  and  they  have  ex^ 
tended  wide,  the  liberty-loving  defpot  of  Pruffia 
excepted,  that  has  not  had  the  ilrongefl  reafons  to 
curfe  and  dread  the  power  of  France. 

I  will  not  fay  any  thing  of  the  United  States  of 
America  :  every  day's  intelligence  is  a  new  leffon 
on  her  breach  of  faith,  her  piracies,  and  infults  ;  and 
feems  to  point,  as  with  the  finger  of  Providence,  to 
the  wifdom  and  the  neceffity  of  fwearing  againfl  her 
an  everlafting  hatred. — If  I  had  a  fori,  I  would  take 
him,  as  Hamilcar  did  Hannibal,  and  make  him 
fwear  at  the  altar  of  God  an  irreconcilable  enmity  to 
tbjs  faithlefs  and  Ambitions  race.  Y. 

y  4  MONDAY, 
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Paying  for  "being  Jhot  at ;  or,  a  remarkable  Inflance 
of  republican  Juftice. — From  New- York  we  fiear 
that  the  Hoop  John,  Enoch  Lee  mailer,  arrived  on 
Thurfday  frcrn  Curac^oa  in  thirty  days,  inform  SA 
that  on  his  outward-bound  palfage  he  was  taken  by 
a  French  privateer  called  the  Coquan,  out  of  Gua- 
daloupe,  between  St.  Kitt's  and  St.  Bartholomew's, 
carried  into  St.  Martin's,  and  detained  two  days  to 
fearch  for  Englifh  property;  but  finding  none,  after 
breaking  open  all  letters,  chefls,  and  vefTeFs  hold, 
and  obliging  him  to  pay  for  Jhot  the  privateer  fi 'red  at 
lum,  they  permitted  him  lo  depart.  He  likewife  in-, 
forms  that  there  were  fuur  fail  of  American  vefTels 
there  that  were  brought  in  as  prizes  and  condemned* 
While  in  Curacoa,  the  French  privateers  brought 
in  four  others,  and  it  was  expected  that  they  alfc* 
would  be  condemned,  their  papers  being  fent  to  St. 
Domingo  for  trial. 

Hanging  for  Self-defence. — The  Bofton  Mercury 
fays  that  the  brig  General  Warren  unfortunately 
fell  into  the  clutches  of  the  "  ferocious"  French. 
She  was  captured  and  carried  into  St.  Euftatia.  The 
Captain  was  retained  on  board  the  privateer,  and 
conducted  to  Guadaloupe.  Soon  after  her  arrival 
at  Statia,  information  came  down  that  fhe  had  been 
condemned,  and  alfo  an  order  for  her  fale,  together 
with  her  cargo.  Common  adventures  were  feized, 
and  difpofed  of  with  the  reft  of  the  property.  The 
vcffel  was  pnrchafed  by  the  Captain. 

The  William,  Strong,  of  Portland,  being  taken 
"by  a  French  privateer,  two  officers  and  fix  men  were 
put  on  board  to  conducl  her  into  port.  The  Ame 
ricans  finding  a  favourable  opportunity  for  the  reco 
very  of  their  property,  rofe  upon  the  veffel,  and  in 
the  enfuing  Itrugglc  killed  the  two  French  officers. 

The 
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The  next  day  flie  was  again  taken  by  another  French 
privateer,  and  carried  into  Porto  Rico.     Itwasfup- 

the  Americans  would  be  hanged*. 


French  Spies  in  London.  —  -London,  February  28. 
Friday  Godie,  one  of  the  Prince  of  Wales's  cooks, 
was  brought  up  from  Critchcl,  and  underwent  an 
examination  at  Cariton-houfe,  on  the  charge  of  hav 
ing  held  fecret  correfpondence  with  the  French  ; 
when  the  charge  appeared  to  be  founded.  He  was 
fent  down  in  a  poll  chaife  to  Yarmouth,  to  be  con 
veyed  to  Hamburgh,  and  from  thence  feut  in  a  neu 
tral  veiTel  to  France. 

Tauraude,  the  paftry-cook,  a  German  by  birth, 
is  put  on  board  the  Sandwich  man  of  war,  lying  at 
the  Nore,  in  order  to  ferve  as  a  feaman. 

It  is  faid  to  be  the  intention  of  his  Royal  Highnefs 
to  difcharge  all  the  French  perfons  employed  in  his 
fervice. 

Lail  Saturday,  feventeen  French  Jacobins  were 
ordered  by  Government  to  quit  the  kingdom,  who 
have  lately  dek-rved  this  punimment  by  their  con- 
duel:  and  fpeeches.  Among  them  is  a  very  danger 
ous  fellow,  who  was  one  of  the  moft  zealous  pro 
moters  of  the  pillage  of  the  hotel  of  Caftries. 

Remarks.  —  Each  of  thcfe  mifcrcants  fhould  have 
been  hanged  at  once.  The  Englifh  Government  con 
tinue  to  play  the  fame  filly  game  that  they  have  been 
playing  all  the  war  :  the  machinations  and  villanies 
of  the  devil  they  oppofe,  or  rather  they  affift,  with 
their  ftupid  adherence  to  long-eftablifhed  cuflom. 
In  the  prefent  inftance,  however,  they  have  gone 
beyond  their  ulual  lenity.  Spies  are,  by  the  law  of 


*  What  excites  the  moft  indignation  is,  that  this  fuppofition  is 
treated  as  if  it  were  nothing  extraordinary.  The  poor  humiliated 
pation  looks  on  without  daring  to  expreis  its  anger,  if,  indeed,  it 
, 
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nations,  punifhable  with  death;  and  whatever  ro- 
ipecl  and  deference  might  be  thought  due  to  the  Prince, 
no  fuppofed  partiality  of  his  for  a  rafcally  paltry-cook 
ought  to  have  been  fuffered  to  give  encouragement 
to  the  moft  dangerous  of  all  enemies.  Until  more 
rigorous  meafures  are  taken,  until  the  French  are 
met  upon  their  own  ground,  combatted  in  their  own 
fummary  and  definitive  way,  England  will  continue 
to  be  haraffed  with  alarms,  plots,  and  confpiracies. 

Jean  de  Brie  and  the  Regicide  Legion. — Milan, 
February  12. — The  following  are  the  particulars 
which  appear  in  thelaft  letters  from  Turin,  relative 
to  the  conlpiracy  formed  againft  the  King  of  Sardinia. 

The  confpirators  were  numerous,  and  were  dif- 
perfed  in  every  quarter  of  the  capital,  in  order  to 
ieize  the  moft  important  polt,  in  the  moment  of  the 
explofion,  to  deceive  the  people  as  to  the  real  caufe 
of  it,  and  to  influence  the  multitude  to  their  own 
purpofes  ;  and  they  had  emiiTaries  throughout  Pied 
mont  to  give  a  iimilar  impulfe  there. 

Their  leaders,  who  were  charged  with  carrying 
into  effect  the  great  attempt,  reforted  to  the  chapel 
where  the  King  was  accuftomed  to  hear  mafs  ;  they 
were,  on  a  fignal  agreed  upon,  to  facrifice  fome  in 
ferior  victims,  to  feize  the  perfon  of  the  King,  and 
to  make  him  on  the  fpot  iign  an  order  to  deliver  up 
to  the  confpirators  the  citadel  of  Turin  and  fome 
other  places. 

Fortunately  the  chief  of  the  confpiracy,  who  was 
to  have  given  the  fignal,  failed  to  be  at  the  rendez 
vous  at  the  appointed  time  ;  and  Government,  ap 
prized  of  the  confpiracy.,  took  its  meafures  to  overr 
turn  it. 

The  leader,  we  will  not  fay  of  the  confpiracy,  for 
perhaps  that  important  perfon  is  yet  unknown,  but 
the  conductor  of  the  executive  part  of  it,  was  named 
Trombctta.  He  has  long  been  notorious  for 
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feffing  ultra-revolutionary  principles,    which    ren 
dered  him  a  fufpecled  peribn  in  Piedmont. 

We  are  allured  that  the  Executive  Directory  of 
France  informed  the  Sardinian  Ambaffador,  that 
this  Trombetta  gave  himfelf  out  to  be  the  agent  of 
the  French  Republic,  immediately  applied  to  the  Mi* 
nifters  to  know  if  they  had  any  individual  of  that 
name  in  their  fervice,  and  they  received  an  affurance 
that  his  name  was  utterly  unknown  to  them. 

Trombetta,  or  thofe  who  had  given  him  the  falfe 
title  of  an  Agent  of  the  Republic,  arc  evidently  ene 
mies  to  the  good  underitanding  which  fu Wilts  be 
tween  the  Republic  and  the  King  of  Sardinia.  The 
Executive  Directory,  we  are  credibly  informed,  have 
lignified  to  Count  Balbe  the  Sardinian  Ambaffador, 
how  much  they  are  penetrated  with  indignation  and 
Jtorrorat  the  news  of  this  confpiracy. 

Remarks. — What !  the  murderers  of  the  King  of 
France  and  the  Queen  of  France  penetrated  with 
indignation  and  horror  at  the  news  of  a  conl  piracy 
againft  the  "  Defpot  of  Sardinia  !"  The  buft  of 
firutus,  one  of  the  affaffins  of  his  beft  friend  Caefar, 
and  that  of  Anker  from  the  attain*  n  of  the  King  of 
Sweden,  now  grace  the  halls  of  thefe  ufurpers  :  it  is 
well  known  that  they  celebrate  the  anniverfary  of  the 
attattination  of  Louis  XVI.  and  that  they  obliged 
the  whole  nation  to  repeat  annually  their  oath  of 
mortal  hatred  to  royalty  ;  and  yet  they  have  the  abomi 
nable  impudence  to  pretend  to  be  fhocked  at  a  con 
fpiracy  againft  the  poor  lilly  quondam  King  of  the 
Savoyards ! 

It  will  perhaps  be  faid,  that  the  Jive  Kings  rniirht 
really  be  alarmed  for  the  fafety  of  their  brother 
monarch  ;  if  this  be  the  cafe,  they  are  greatly  re 
formed  lincethey  have  been  on  the  throne.  One  of 
them,  Jean  de  Brie,  was  the  very  man  (or  rather 
jnonfter)  who  firft  propofed  to  raife  a  corps  of 
twelve  thoitfand  regicuks  for  the  purpofe  of  murdering 

the 
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the  fevcral  princes  of  Europe  ;  and  another  of  them, 
La  Croix,  was  Prefident  of  the  Affembly  at  that 
time. 

To  leave  no  doubt  on  the  reader's  mind  refpecl- 
ing  this  fa  ft,  I  here  add  an  extract  from  a  Paris  pa 
per  called  the  Thermometre  du  Jour,  dated  28th  Au- 
gull,  1792. 

National  Affeml'Iy.     Prefidency  of  M.  La  Croix. 

M.  Jean  de  Brie,  at  the  clofe  of  an  energetic 
fpeech  worthy  of  a  Brutus  or  a  Scaevola,  propoied  to 
raife  a  Theban  legion,  to  be  called  the  legion  of 
twelve  hundred,  whofe  fole  bufinefs  ihould  be  tojeek 
to  effefi  the  death  of  hojhle  generals  in  chief,  and  that  of 
tings.  The  determined  men  compoiing  this  legion 
of  tyrannicides  were  to  be  maintained  all  their  life 
time  at  the  expenfe  of  the  irate,  and  the  penfion  of 
two  thoufand  livres  (about  a  hundred  pounds  fterling 
a  year)  to  be  granted  them,  was  propofed  to  be  con 
tinued  to  their  families  to  the  third  generation. 

After  this  I  leave  the  reader  to  judge  of  the  horror 
thefe  fellows  mull  feel  at  a  confpiracy  againlt  the 
life  of  a  king. 

TUESDAY,  2dMAy. 

Tories  unjuftly  reproached. — MR.  PORCUPINE,  I 
find  that  poor  John  Bull  and  his  friends  the  quondam 
Tories  are  ftill  the  butt  of  farcafm  and  ill-nature  ;  but 
what  fornc  years  ago  was  the  general  ton,  has  of 
late  been  confined  principally  to  the  Jacobinic  Ga 
zettes;  which  are  equally  employed  in  defaming 
the  confiitution  and  government  of  the  United 
States.  To  infult  a  nation  that  is  now  warring 
againft  that  devouring  monfter  the  Republic  of 
France,  and  to  vilify  that  clafs  of  citizens  who  have 
always  been  diftinguifhed  by  their  attachment  to  fub- 
ordination  and  order,  is  quite  natural  to  fuch  papers 
as  the  Aurora  and  Argus;  and  to  them  I  ihould  be 

'glad 
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glad  to  fee  the  ill-natured  tafk  affigned ;  flander 
from  them  is  the  ftamp  of  merit.  But  the  Edi 
tor  of  a  paper,  who  vvifhes  to  contribute  to  the  fup- 
port  of  law  and  government,  which  are  now  every 
where  attacked  by  the  fiends  of  anarchy,  contradicts 
his  own  principles  when  he  gives  publicity  to  fuch 
effufions.  Impartiality  has  been  the  profeffion  of 
moft,  and  perhaps  the  intention  of  fome  Gazetteers  ; 
in  common  cafes  it  is  right,  but  there  are  particular 
circumflances  in  which  it  is  improper. 

I  have  been  led  into  thefe  thoughts  by  perilling  a 
late  publication  in  the  Gazette  of  the  United  States, 
which  the  writer  calls  an  "Interesting  Parallel/'  or  a 
comparative  ftatcment  of  the  conducl  of  Great  Bri 
tain  in  1774,  and  of  France  in  1796,  towards  this 
country.  In  the  name  of  common  fenfe  and  good 
manners,  what  analogy  is  there  in  the  two  cafes,  or 
what  refemblance  in  the  two  governments  ?  At  the 
former  period  we  were  Britifh  Colonies,  bound  to 
the  parent  ftate  by  the  ties  of  gratitude  and  the 
obligations  of  moral  and  political  jultice.  We  had 
never  denied  the  relation,  and  only  difputed  about 
the  quantum  of  obedience.  From  her  we  derived  our 
exigence,  our  knowledge  of  liberty,  as  well  as  our 
fpirit  to  defend  it ;  we  had  progreifed  from  infancy 
to  manhood,  from  imbecility  to  Strength,  under  her 
follering  care  and  protection.  This  created  a  confi- 
derable  obligation  ;  and  although  the  claims  fhe  fet 
up  were  inadmiffible,  we  owed  her  much — every 
well-informed  American  will  Hill  acknowledge  it ; 
but  what  do  we  owe  the  prefent  Government  of 
France  ?  Nothing.  Has  it  the  fmalleft  claim  even 
to  our  relpedt  and  good  will  ?  No.  By  a  ieries  of 
crimes  unequalled  in  the  annals  of  the  world,  it  me 
rits  univerfal  delegation,  and  particularly  from  the 
United  States  of  America,  which  it  has  robbed  and 
mfuited  without  even  the  Shadow  of  a  provocation. 

Our 
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Our  fons   will  blufh  that  their  fathers  even  called 
fuch  an  abandoned  and  faithlefs  people  allies. 

It  would  degrade  the  regency  of  Tunis  or  Algiers 
to  be  put  on  a  level  with  the  French  Republic  ;  they 
are  neither  fo  bloody-minded  nor  fo  perfidious.  It 
is  therefore  indecent,  as  well  as  unjufl  and  impolitic, 
to  compare  the  moil  refpeclable  nation  and  freed: 
government  in  Europe,  with  fuch  a  band  of  robbers 
and  affaffins.  With  the  bloody  daggers  in  their  hands 
with  which  they  murdered  their  too  benevolent 
King,  our  great  ally,  the  rebels  firft  demanded  the 
debt  we  owed  him,  which  they  received  to  the  lalt 
ibus ;  and  then  they  fet  about  plundering  and  ca 
joling  us  alternately  for  four  years,  in  order  to  mani- 
fefl  their  ingratitude  or  contempt,  I  don't  know 
which.  When  we  fent  an  amballador  to  complain 
of  their  intuits  and  aggreflions,  they  fpurned  him 
from  their  prefence  with  indignity,  and  threatened 
him  with  a  corps  de  garde,  if  he  did  not  leave  their 
territory  without  a  hearing. 

Should  the  five  Beys  and  their  Mamelukes  per- 
fift  in  this  atrocious  fyftem,  or  refute  to  make  com- 
penfation  for  their  piracies,  we  mufl  either  refolve 
inftantly  to  do  ourfelves  juftice  by  an  appeal  to  arms, 
or  give  our  honour  and  independence  to  the  winds. 
In  cafe  of  a  war,  I  leave  any  man  to  judge  whether 
we  could  promife  ourfelves  fuccefs  without  the  aid  of 
a  powerful  naval  ally  ;  and  whether,  when  we  have 
fo  much  at  flake,  it  is  prudent  wantonly  to  abufe 
the  only  nation  on  earth  which  has  the  power  and 
inclination  to  afliii  us.  For  although  it  is  the  inte- 
red  of  this  nation  to  fupport  the  independence  of 
America  againft  all  invaders,  it  is  poffible  fhe 
may  not  refpedl  it  properly,  when  fhe  fees  that  we 
ceafe  to  value  it  ourfelves. 

Should  France  be  foiled   in  the  prefent  arduous 
conted  before   fhe   difcharge  her  debt  to  America, 
we  mud  pocket  the  lofs ;  but  fhould  flie  be  victo 
rious* 
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nous,  (which  God  forbid  !)  the  fame  ambition  that 
has  impelled  her  to  defolate  Europe  for  an  exten- 
iion  of  territory,  will  lead  her  acrofs  the  Atlantic. 
The  millions  the  has  already  plundered  are  not  fuf- 
ficient  to  pay  the  mighty  debt  we  owe  her ;  and  I  am 
really  afraid  the  liberty^*?  gave^  fhe  will  think  fhe 
has  a  right  to  refume  ;  or,  to  ufeone  of  her  own  bold 
figures,  to  "  reduce  us  to  our  ancient  nothingnefs" 
The  democrats  have  often  affected  a  mighty  concern 
about  liberty  and  the  rights  of  man,  in  cafe  the  al 
lied  powers  Ihould  defrroy  the  Republic  of  France  : 
Kings,  they  faid,  would  not  fufTer  an  honeft  repub 
lican  to  breathe.  But  I  would  now  aik  them,  or 
rather  any  rational  being  who  is  not  a  democrat, 
what  is  to  become  of  the  rights  and  independence  of 
nations,  their  privilege  of  governing  themfelves, 
fhould  this  Republic  one  and  indiviiible  prevail. 

But  I  am  frill  more  difpleafed,  ifpoffible,  with  the 
writer's  injudicious  attempt  to  place  that  clafs  of  citi 
zens  who  during  the  American  war  were  diflin- 
guifhed  by  the  name  of  Tories,  on  a  level  with  the 
frenchified  Jacobins.  The  former  clafs  comprifes 
many  of  the  moft  refpectable  charadters  in  the 
United  States  ;  men  who,  at  this  time,  are  among 
the  moft  zealous  advocates  for  our  happy  confuta 
tion  and  government.  If  they  erred  during  the  con 
flict  of  independence,  it  was  from  an  excefs  of  attach 
ment  to  the  peace  and  profperity  they  enjoyed  under 
the  ancient  regimen,  and  an  averfion  to  the  dangers 
of  a  revolution.  They  are  now  equally  fatisfied  with 
their  prefent  ftate,  and  as  fincerely  deprecate  a 
change.  Not  fo  with  the  turbulent  democrats  ; 
they  are  never  content  but  when  the  reins  of  govern 
ment  are  relaxed,  and  a  door  is  open  for  bultle  and 
confuiion.  Order  is  their  bane,  and  law  their  ter  - 
ror.  Thefe  two  claiTes  are  as  diverfe  as  light  and 
darknefs ;  and,  although  it  is  impoflible  by  any 
abufe  whatever  to  unite  them  in  projects  inimical  to 

the 
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the  State,  it  is  poffible  by  afenes  of  undeferved 
todifguft,  and  to  render  men  paffive  fpe<9ators,  who 
would  otherwife  be  powerful,  alert,  and  zealous 
friends. 

Mirabeatts  Slander  agalnft  the  Englijh,  circulated  fy 
'Bradford. — Among  the  numberlefs  efforts  that  have 
been  made  by  the  Americans  in  the  pay  of  France, 
and  by  the  renegado  traitors  from  Great  Britain  and 
Ireland,  to  degrade  the  character  of  Englifhmen  in 
the  eyes  of  their  defendants,  the  following  mali* 
cious  piece,  taken  from  a  paper  that  calls  itfe/fihe 
"  Merchants'  Daily  Advertifer,"  is,  I  think,  one  of 
the  moll  fcandalous.  This  paper  is  noted  for  extracts  of 
letters  ;  accordingly  the  prelent  molt  vile  effufion  is 
faid  to  be  an  "  l^xtracl  of  a  Letter  from  the  famous 
Mirabeau,  to  his  friend  Champfort  the  poet." 

London ,  Nov.  iC>   *794- 

"  No,  my  friend,  I  am  not  at  all  an  enthulialt  df 
"  England  ;  lam  now  acquainted  well  enough  with 
"  that  ifland  to  fay,  that  if  her  conititution  is  the 
"  bell  known  in  the  world,  its  adminiftration  is 
<c  the  vvorll  that  exifts ;  if  an  Englilhman  is  the 
"  belt,  freeft  man  in  fociety,  'the  JLngliJh  nation  is  the 
"  nwft  en/laved  on  earth.  I  believe  ttill  further,  I 
"  believe  that,  fpeaking  individually,  we  are  far 
**  fuperiorto  them,  if  we  admit  with  mofl  writers, 
"  that  men  owe  a  great  deal  to  the  influence  of  cli- 
"  mate,  and  even  with  the  Englifh  writers,  that 
<c  the  foil  which  produces  wine  and  immenfe 
ic  variety  of  other  Delightful  produdlions,  is  fuperior 
"  to  that  which  gives  to  its  dull  inhabitants  only 
"  coarfe  beer  and  pit -coal.  Men  therefore  muft  be 
*c  more  or  lefs  affecled  by  the  influence  of  the  cli- 
<(  mate,  in  their  phylical,  as  well  as  in  their  moral 
"  conititution.  I  fhall  not  fay,  like  M.  de  Laura- 
"  gais,  that  the  Englifh  have  no  other  ripe  fruit  than 

"  roafted 
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€<  roafted  apples,  and  nothing  polifhed  but.  their 
ft  eels  ;  yet  I  do  not  believe  them  porTeffed  of  any 
thing  that  can  juftiiy  their  feroeious  pride.  But  no- 
thing  demonfl  rates  more  the  advantages  of  liberty 
than  that  the  little  of  it  which  the  English  enjoy, 
by  one  or  two  of  their  laws,  has  raifed,  to  the  firfi 
rank,  a  nation  ib  little  favoured  by  nature.  What 
cannot  good  laws  effect,  if,  however  imperfect  and 
defective  the  Englifh  confutation  is,  it  has  been 
able  to  fave,  and  will  yet  fave  from  detraction 
the  mofl  corrupted  people  on  the  earth  ?  What  would 
be  the  effect  of  a  good  confutation  on  any  nation, 
if  a  few  laws  have  rendered  fo  powerful  and  rich 
a  people  ignorant^  fuperjlitious,jlubborn,  avaricious, 
and  faith  tefs  ?  What  would  be  ours,  if  we  enjoyed 
a  little  more  civil  liberty?  'Tis  wonderful,  my 
fibnd,  for  a  man  who  thinks  and  reflects  upon 
the  nature  of  things,  but  it  is  a  problem  for  others. 
W7e  are  perfectly  ignorant  of  what  concerns  Eng- 
land.  This  is  not  the  time  to  give  you  a  detail  of 
our  prejudices  in  favour  of  that  country  ;  but  / 
am  making  notes,  which  will  convince  you  that  we 
French  people  believe  a  great  many  things  which 
"  only  exift  in  the  eulogiums  we  have  beftowedon 
«<  them." 

Remarks.  —Now,  admitting  this  not  to  be  a  fabri 
cation  of  the  brace  of  infamous  villains  who  con 
duct  the  Merchants'  Advertiier  ;  admitting  it  to  be 
extracted  from  a  letter  written  by  Mirabeau,  whom 
thofe  people  call  famous,  and  whom  all  honeft  men 
call  infamous;  admitting  it  to  be  the  product  of  this 
half-rogue  half-  madman's  brain  ;  let  us  fee  what  fort 
of  a  man  lie  was,  and  whether,  like  the  officious  repub- 
liftiers  of  his  extract,  there  be  no  particular  circum* 
Jtances  of  his  life  that  will  account  for  his  hatred  of 
the  Englifh  laws. 

Play  fair,    in    his  Hiflory  of  Jacobinifm,  vol.   i. 

p.  iii,  fays,  "  Mirabeau,  whofe  whole  life  had  been 

VOL,  v.  z  a  hiftory 
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ahtftory  of  crimes,  of  blunders,  and  of  misfortunes, 
whofe  name  was  coniidered  as  a  reproach,  and  whofe 
company  was  ihunned  by  every  man  who  had  mo 
ney  or  reputation  to  preferve,  made  himfelf  confpi- 
cuous  the  moment  that  the  ufua!  order  of  ibciety  be 
gan  to  be  inverted.  The  Ion  of  a  man  of  fortune 
and  of  letters,  he  had  a  good  education  ;  but  very 
early  in  life  fhovved  diipoiitions  which  obliged  his 
own  father  to  folicit  as  a  favour  a  letrre  de  cachet  to 
put  him  in  prifon.  From  one  crime  to  another,  and 
from  debt  to  debt,  he  had  pafled  the  greater  part  of 
his  time  in  different  prifons.  In  England  [now  for 
the  reafon  of  his  animoiity  againrt  the  Englifh  laws 
and  conftitution],  in  England,  where  he  came  fora 
little  while,  he  got  himfelf  into  afcrape  with  jujlice,  by 
which  he  got  into  Newgate,  and  narrowly  efcaped 
being  lent  to  Botany  Bay,  or  to  the  hulks  at  Wool- 
wich." 

Such  was  the  "  famous"  fcoundrel  whofe  flander 
againft  the  Englifh  and  their  government  is  now 
fubmitted  to  the  perufal,  and  intended  to  influence 
the  opinion  of  Americans.  May  the  country  I  love 
ever  be  an  object  of  execration  with  the  tenants  of 
Newgate ,  whether  they  write  letters,  or  whether  they 
pulrlijh  them  ! 

WEDNESDAY,  3d  MAY. 

A  new  Mode  of  paying  Debts. — A  few  days  ago,  a 
gentleman  called  on  a  perfon  in  Bofton  for  the  pay 
ment  of  a  note.  The  debtor  replied,  feemingly  with 
as  much  joy  and  exultation  as  if  he  had  paid  the  notes, 
"  O  !  blaft  it,"  fays  he,  «  I  amjiut  up  /" 

French  Colonlfts  at  Charlefton  defended. — SIR,  In 
your  Gazette  of  the  aoth  of  March,  is  a  letter 
iigned  Americanus,  which  in  my  opinion  has  been  in- 
fpired  by  fo  rancorous  a  difpofition,  and  fo  little 

regard 
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regard  to  truth  in  its  author,  that  he  has  indifcri- 
minately  paiTed  fentence  on  all  the  refugees  from 
''St.  Domingo,  without  once  reflecting  that,  with  the 
lame  propriety,  one  would  be  authorized  to  judge  of 
the  people  of  the  United  States  by  Brigadier  Bar 
ney's  apoftacy,  by  the  conduct  of  tome  American 
captains,  who,  after  the  conflagration  of  Cape  Fran 
cois,  taking  advantage  of  the  unhappy  lituation  of 
their  paffengers,  have  fairly  betrayed  them  into  the 
hands  of  the  Bermuda  and  Providence  privateers,  for 
a  fhare  of  what  thefe  unfortunate  people  had  faved 
of  their  properties,  and  the  proceeding  of  many  a 
merchant  on  this  continent,  who  has  fent  gunpow 
der,  concealed  in  flour-barrels,  to  the  mulattoes  and 
negroes  at  St.  Domingo,  for  purpofes  beft  known  to 
himfelf. 

Thefe,  Mr.  Porcupine,  being  near  the  truth,  if  not 
abfolute  facls,  don't  you  think  that  Americanus, 
before  he  fat  down  to  make  fuch  an  illiberal  and 
grofs  abufe  of  the  preis,  ought,  chriftian-like,  to  have 
firft  removed  the  beam  from  his  own  eye,  left  the 
iin  fhould  lie  at  his  own  door  ? 

Americanus's  Frying-pan  is  one  of  the  thoufand 
tales  Ipread  on  the  caufe  of  the  conflagration  in 
Charlefton  in  June  laft  ;  and  it  may}  by  the  lame 
reafon,  be  attributed  to  fomc  fchoolboys,  who  were 
in  fact  playing  with  iquibs  clofe  to  the  very  flreet 
where  the  fire  broke  out ;  nay,  I  have  heard  feveral 
people  fwear  that  Mr.  Pitt  was  the  incendiary  ;  and  I 
believe,  after  all,  that  it  was  as  accidental  as  the 
conflagration  in  May,  which  happened  through  the 
careleflhefs  of  a  black  woman. 

As  for  any  other  conflagrations  fince,  the  incen 
diaries  have  been  convicled  and  punifhed  ;  and  I 
defy  Americanus  to  quote  a  lingle  inilance  of  the 
French  colonifts  having  had  any  hand  in  fuch  horrid 
deeds. 

That  fome  of  the  people,  mdiforimmately  called 
z  2  French, 
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French,  have  been  diforderly  throughout  the  United 
States,  I  don't  deny ;  but  at  St.  Domingo,  as  on  this 
continent,  the  population  was  a  mixture  of  all  na 
tions,  and  I  even  fafdy  fay,  in  this  refpect,  that  no 
true  French  colonift  has  ever  given  his  benefactors 
any  caufe  of  complaint. 

I  ihall  add,  that  the  St.  Domingo  refugees  in  this 
town  were  not  among  its  citizens  who  hung  the 
Britifll  King,  his  Minifters,  and  others,  in  effigy;  and 
that  at  Savannah  they  did  not  meddle,  in  the  lead, 
tvith  the  burning  of  Mr.  John  Jay  and  one  of  the 
Senators  in  Congrefs  of  that  State  ;  on  the  contrary, 
Mr.  Porcupine,  they  have  always  behaved  in  a 
decent  and  quiet  manner,  and  proved  themfelves  to 
be  the  friends  of  a  government,  under  whofe  pro 
tection  they  have  enjoyed  that  tranquillity  which 
they  had  fo  long  looked  for  in  vain,  and  which 
AmericanuS)  without  any  provocation,  feeks  to  trou 
ble  anew,  by  his  ungenerous  fortie  againft  them. 

It  was  not,  perhaps,  enough  for  him,  that  thefe 
inoffenfive  and  indultrious  refugees  were  witneffes 
of  the  murder  of  their  nearefl  and  deareft  friends, 
themfelves  driven  from  their  homes  by  fire,  fword, 
and  profcriptions,  perfecuted  even  in  this  land  of 
neutrality  by  the  agents  of  thofe  execrable  villains, 
who,  under  the  cloak  of  equality  and  humanity, 
have  partly  detfroyed,  partly  invaded  their  proper 
ties,  perfecuted  both  by  friends  and  foes,  and  mofl 
iniquitoufly  outlawed  by  the  favage  Directory,  are 
now  mod  of  them  reduced  to  want,  mifcry,  and 
defpair  ;  but  Americanus  mull  it  ill,  after  fuch  a  feries 
of  unheard-of  misfortunes,  come  forward  to  brand 
them  with  the  infamous  appellation  of  cut-throats. 

This  recalls  to  my  mind  the  fable  of  the  old  lion 
at  the  point  of  death. 
1  am,  yours,  &c. 

One  of  the  St.  Domingo  Refugees. 

Major 
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Major  Grofe  and  Mar  gar  ot — The  following  letter  was 
addrefled  by  Maurice  Margaret  to  Major  Grofe, 
immediately  on  the  arrival  of  the  former  at  Sidney 
Cove. 

To  Major  GROSE. 
May  it  pleafe  your  Honour, 

Brought  a  prifoner  to  this  colony,  in  confequence 
of  a  lenience  of  tranfportation  patted  againil  me  by 
the  Lord  Juftice  Clerk  of  the  High  Court  of  Jufti- 
ciary  in  Scotland,  and  approved  by  his  Britannic 
Majefty  ;  I,  with  all  refpecl:  to  thofe  officers  who 
here  aft  in  his  name,  claim  the  refloration  of  my 
freedom — freedom,  the  common  birthright  of 

'  O* 

Britons,  and  to  which  I  feel  myfelf  entitled,  info- 
much  as  I  conceive  my  fcntence  to  be  fulfilled  on 
my  arrival  here— «-that  ientence  being  tranfportation, 
not  flavery  ;  the  latter  unknown  to  our  laws,  and 
directly  contrary  to  the  Britifh  constitution,  as  it 
was  eflablifhed  by  the  revolution  of  1688,  which 
placed  the  prefent  family  on  the  throne,  for  the  im 
mediate  purpofe  of  more  effectually  protecting 
Britifli  freedom.  It  would,  therefore,  not  be  doing 
juftice  to  my  countrymen,  when  cheerfully  under 
going  a  long  exile  for  their  fakes,  were  I  lilently  to 
luffer  in  my  own  perfon  fo  great  a  violation  of  their 
charters. 

Unufed  to  the  more  refined  language  of  a  courtier, 
I  mull  entreat  your  Honour  not  to  be  offended  at  the 
plain  manner  in  which  I  here  exprefs  myfelf;  this 
cafe  applies  not  to  me  alone,  but  to  every  Briton  ; 
for  if  the  executive  power  can  make  one  flave,  it 
may  make  all  fo.  Your  Honour  will  then,  1  hope, 
perceive  the  abfolate  neceffity  lam  under  of  making 
inch  my  constitutional  demand  ;  and  as  Lieutenant 
Governor  of  this  colony,  you  will,  I  truil,  officially 
publicly  reltore  to  me  my  freedom. 

z  3  Should 
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Should  it,  notwithftanding,  prove  otherwife,  I 
muft  take  the  liberty,  whatever  perfonal  danger 
may  impend,  to  enter  a  formal  proteft  againft  a  re- 
fufal,  which  I  apprehend  may  be  fupported,  but  am 
certain  cannot  be  jufHfied  by  thofe  to  whom,  the 
executive  power  has  been  committed. 

With  the  greateil  refpecl,  I  remain 

Your  Honour's  moft  obedient  humble  fervant, 

MAURICE  MAKGAROT. 

Major  Grofes  Anfaer. 

MR.  MARGARQT, 

I  have  received  your  letter  of  the  2Qth  inftant, 
which  I  fuppofe  is  written  for  the  purpofe  of  difco- 
vering  with  what  patience  I  fhall  bear  any  feditious 
remarks  you  may  hereafter  fee  fit  to  entertain  me 
with. 

I  hope,  Sir,  for  your  own  fake,  our  correfpondence 
is  to  clofe  here  :  that  inftead  of  the  Prefident  of 
fix  thouftind  perfons,  whom  j&u  boa  ft  to  have  ha~ 
rangued,  you  will  now  conlider  yourfelf  as  the  con- 
•vitt,  from  whom  humility  is  expected,  and  to  whom 
very  little  ceremony  will  be  ufed,  if  the  leafl  pro- 
penlity  to  diflnrb  the  peace  of  this  place  is  ever  dif-% 
covered. 

There  is  every  inclination  on  my  part  to  accom 
modate  your  unfortunate  iituation,  as  far  as  it  con- 
liftently  can  be  done.  But  this  I  have  fome  idea 
does  not  atifvuer your  purpofe  fo  exactly,  as  if  you  were 
able  to  complain  of  fetters  and  fevere  treatment:,  if 
this  is  at  all  your  dcfire,  it  is  eafy  to  be  furnifhed 
with  materials  for  a  'very  long  letter.  For  you  may 
reft  affured,  I  have  not  the  fmallefr  doubt,  neither 
fhall  1  have  the  leaft  heiitation  of  forcing  as  much 

good 
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good  order  from  you,  as  from  any  other  prifoner  in 
the  place. 

I  am,  Sir, 

Your  humble  fervant,  &c. 

FRANCIS  GROSE** 

0>  Carey  s  Bull. — An  evening  paper  of  yetferday, 
published  by  one  Carey,  an  Trifhman,  afks  feveral 
queitions  concerning  the  conduct  of  Great  Britain 
during  the  American  war,  and,  amongft  the  reft : 
"  Y)\(\Jhe  not  violate  our  women?" — Paddy  is  no  na 
tural  philofopher. 

Cure  for  Sans-culotifm. — Charlefton  (S.  C.),  April 
14. — FRENCH  VICTORIES  would,  not  longiince,  have 
caufed  joy  in  the  hearts  of  Americans  ;  they  are  now 
fources  of  for  row  to  America  as  well  as  to  Europe, 
groaning  under  the  oppreffion  of  her  arms.  The 
conteft  is  no  longer  for  liberty,  hui  plunder. 

This  obfervation  is  juft,  but  it  comes  too  late  :  it 
is  like  devotion  infpired  by  the  yellow  fever.  When 
the  French  were  plundering  other  perfons,  and  other 
nations  ;  when  they  were  feizing  on  the  property  of 
their  own  nobility  and  clergy,  and  extending  their 
robberies  to  Savoy,  Brabant,  and  the  United  Nether 
lands,  their  actions  met  with  the  moil  unqualified 


*  How  it  muft  grind  the  foul  of  the  haughty  and  info- 
lent  Citizen  Margarot  to  be  obliged  to  fay  "  Tour  Honour'9  to  an 
officer  of  King  George!  Mr.  Grofe's  anfwer  muft,  one  would 
think,  have  bereft  the  fcoundrel  of  his  fenfes.  Would  to  heaven 
that  all  the  Britifli  and  Irifh  patriots,  that  have  unfortunately  ef- 
caped  to  thefe  States,  had  gone,  with  their  beloved  Preiident,  ta 
augment  the  population  of  Botany  Bay  ! — When  Sir  Jofeph  Banks 
named  this  place,  he  could  hardly  flatter  himfelf  that  it  would  ever 
become  the  receptacle  of  fuch  eminent  perfonages  as  Prefident 
Margaret  and  his  fubalterns.  It  will  make  a  delightful  republic 
jii  a  tew  years* 

z  4  applaufe  j 
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applaufe  ;  but  now  we  begin  to  have  a  juft  fcnfe  of 
the  bafenefs  and  cruelty  of  their  pillaging  warfare. 
Men  feldom  think  right  till  they  begin  to  feel. 


French  Fraternity. — Yeflerday  arrived  the  brig 
Maria  Wilmans,  Captain  Gardner,  twenty  days  from 
Guadaloupe.  A  gentleman  who  came  paffenger 
in  the  Maria  Wilmans  has  handed  the  following 
information  : 

That  he  took  paffage  in  the  brig  Lady  Walter- 
ftorfF,  of  Philadelphia,  bound  from  Demarara  to 
Philadelphia  ;  that  on  the  5th  March  faid  brig  was 
taken  under  the  lee  of  Martinique,  by  a  French  pri 
vateer,  and  lent  into  Baffeterre,  Guadaloupe,  the 
captain,  fupercargo,  and  people,  with  him  lei  f,  taken 
out,  and  kept  on  board  the  privateer  thirteen  days  ; 
and  when  they  arrived  in  Baileterre,  they  found  the 
faid  brig  Lady  Walteritorff  and  cargo  condemned, 
and  iiiOit  of  the  cargo  taken  out  and  fold,  without 
either  captain  or  fupercargo  being  prefent,  or  having 
any  opportunity  of  making  any  claim:  mate  and 
people  of  faid  brig  immediately  fent  to  prifon  ;  and 
although  the  captain  ufed  all  the  endeavours  he 
could  to  get  them  out,  he  could  not  obtain  their  en 
largement,  nor  even  permifiion  to  fee  them  before 
he  left  the  ifland. 

[Here  follow  the  names  of  eleven  vefflls  earned  into 
Guadaloupe^ 

The  mates  and  people  of  thofe  condemned  veffels 
are  %\Vfut  iitprifoft,  and  fent  on  board  fags  of  truce  to 
be  exchanged  with  the  Engli/k.  An  in  ft  a  nee  of  this 
happened  while  at  BafTeterre,  of  a  number  of  Ameri 
cans  being  fent  off  in  an  Engiifh  flag  of  truce,  to 
Martinique,  among  whom  were  fome  of  Captain 
Gutterfon's  people,  of  the  Lady  WalterftorfF,  and 
Captain  Peck's  of  the  Sufanna,  and  bi  two  days 

after 
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after  they  were-fent  back   again  tq  Guadaloupe, 
focaufe  the  Engli/k  would  not  receive  them  in  exchange  *. 

THURSDAY,  4th  MAY. 

Jefferfons  Letter  to  Mazzei. — From  the  Paris  Mo 
nitor  of  January  25. — Florence,  January  i. 

Letter  from  Mr.  Jefferfon,  late  Minilter  of  the 
United  States  in  France,  and  Secretary  to  the  De 
partment  of  Foreign  Affairs,  to  a  Citizen- of  Vir 
ginia. 

This  letter,  literally  tranflated,  is  addrcfled  to  M. 
Mazzei,  author  of  Refearches,  Hiftorical  and  Poli 
tical,  upon  the  United  States  of  America,  now  re- 
iident  in  Tufcany.  \ 

"  Our  political  fituation  is  prodigionfly  changed 
fince  you  left  us.  Infiead  of  that  noble  love  of 
liberty,  and  that  republican  government,  which  car 
ried  us  through  the  dangers  ot  the  war,  an  An- 
glo-monarchio-ariftocratic  party  has  rifen.  Their 
avowed  object  is  to  impofe  on  us  the  Jubftance,  as 
they  have  already  given  us  the  form  of  the  Britifli 
government.  Nevertheleis,  the  principal  body  of. 
our  citizens  remain  faithful  to  republican  principles. 
All  our  proprietors  of  lands  are  friendly  to  thofe 
principles,  as  alfo  the  men  of  talents.  We  have 
againft  us  (republicans),  the  Executive  Power,  the 
Judiciary  Power  (two  out  of  three  branches  of  our  go 
vernment),  all  the  officers  of  'government ,  all  who  are 


*  "  Our  plan  is  commerce,  and  that,  well  attended  to,  will  fecure 
ys  the  peace  and  friendfliip  of  all  Europe  ;  becaufe  it  is  the  intereft 
of  all  Europe  to  have  America  a  free  port..  Her  trade  will  always 
ff  her  protection  "  PAINE'S  COMMON  SENSE. 

"  Let  Independence  be  our  boaft, 

"  Ever  mindful  yjbat  itcofi" 

HOPKINSON'S  SONG. 

feeklng 
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feeking  offices,  all  timid  men  who  prefer  the  calm  of  Def~ 
potifm  to  the  tempeftuous  fea  of  Liberty,  the  BritiJJi  mer 
chants,  and  the  Americans  who  trade  on  Britijh  capitals, 
ihe  fpeculatorS)  per f<ms  inter efted  in  the  Bank  and  public 
funds.  [Efrabliihments  invented  with  views  of 
corruption,  and  to  afiimilate  us  to  the  Britifh.  model 
in  its  corrupt  parts.] 

u  I  fhould  give  you  a  fever  if  I  fhould  name  the 
apoftates  who  have  embraced  thefe  hereiies  ;  men 
who  were  Solomons  in  council,  and  Sampfons  in 
combat,  but  whofe  hair  has  been  cut  off  by  the 
whore  of  England.  [Tn  the  original,  par  1e  catin 
d*  Angleterre,  probably  alluding  to  the  w Oman's  cutting 
off  the  hair  of  Sampfon,  and  his  lofs  of  flrength 
thereby.] 

ce  They  would  wreft  from  us  that  liberty  which  we 
have  obtained  by  fo  much  labour  and  peril ;  but  we 
fhall  preferve  it  Our  rnafs  of  weight  and  riches 
is  fo  powerful,  that  we  have  nothing  to  fear  from 
any  attempt  againit  us  by  force.  It  is  fufnctent  that 
we  guard  ourlelves,  and  that  we  Ireak  the  Lilliputian 
ties  by  which  they  have  bound  us,  in  the  firft  Hum- 
hers  which  fucceedtd  our  labours.  It  fuffices  that 
we  arrefl  the  progrefs  of  that  fyftem  of  ingratitude 
and  injuftice  towards  France,  from  which  they 
would  alienate  us,  to  bring  us  under  Britifh  in 
fluence,  &c. 

(Signed)  "  THOMAS  JEFFERSON*.'* 

Thus 


*  This  letter  is  mentioned  to  be  addreffed  to  a  Citizen  of  Virgi 
nia.  To  underftand  this,  it  is  neceflary  to  know  that  Mr.  Mazzei 
came  from  Italy  to  Virginia  before  the  American  revolution,  pur- 
chafed  land,  and  fett'ed  at  or  near  Montecello  (Mr.  Jeflferfon's  refi- 
dence),  where  he  planted  a  vineyard.  Mr.  Jefferfon  was  his  inti 
mate  friend,  during  whofe  adminiftration,  as  Governor  of  Virgin 
ma,  Mazzei  was  lent  by  the  State  of  Virginia  on  a  million  to  the 
Grand  Duke  of  Tuicany,  but  xvas  taken  by  the  Britifh  and  carried 
into  Neu-York,  where  lie  found  no  difficulty  of  accommodating; 
his  iemiments  to  his  company. 

While 
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Thus  far  the  letter;  to  which  are  fubjoined,  in 
the  French  paper,  the  following  remarks : 
>  "  This  intereiting  letter  from  one  of  the  moft 
virtuous  and  enlightened  citizens  of  the  United 
States,  explains  the  conducl  of  the  Americans  in  re 
gard  to  France.  It  is  certain,  that,  of  all  the  neutral 
and  friendly  powers,  there  is  none  from  which 
France  had  a  right  to  expect  more  intereft  and 
fuccours,  than  from  the  United  States.  She  is  their 
true  mother- count 'ry,  fmce  Jhe  has fe cured  to  them  their 
liberty  and  independence.  Ungrateful  children,  inftead 
of  abandoning  her,  they  ought  to  have  armed  in  her 
defence.  But  if  imperious  circumftances  had  pre 
vented  them  from  openly  declaring  for  the  Republic 
of  France,  they  ought  at  leaf!  to  have  made  demon- 
firations,  and  excited  apprehensions  in  England, 
that  at  fome  moment  or  other  they  Ihould  declare 
themfelves.  This  fear  alone  would  have  been  fuf- 
ficient  to  force  the  cabinet  of  London  to  make  peace. 
It  is  clear  that  a  war  with  the  United  States  would 
flrike  a  terrible  blow  at  the  commerce  of  the  Eng- 


While  Mazzei  was  a  prifoner  in  New-York,  the  Britifli  General 
Phillips  and  the  Heflian  General  Riedefel,  who  as  prifoners  of 
war  had  been  quartered  near  Montecello,  obtained  leave  to  go  to 
New-York,  when  the  fituation  of  his  friend  Mazzei  was  particu 
larly  recommended  by  Mr.  Jefferfon  to  General  Phillips,  and 
Mazzei  was  releaftd.  While  at  New-York  he  dined  with  both 
thefe  generals.  With  Riedefel  Mazzei  was  for  abfolute  mo 
narchy  ;  with  Phillips  for  a  mixed  monarchy,  as  in  Virginia  he  had 
been  a  choice  rebublican. 

Since  he  returned  to  his  native  country  Italy,  he  has  continued 
to  correfpond  with  his  Virginia  friends.  And  as  the  French  Re 
public  have  marched  their  troops  into  Tufcany,  and  acquired  an 
afcendancy  and  control  in  that  as  in  every  other  neutral  Hate 
within  their  reach,  Mr.  Mazzei's  republican  feelings  have  been  ex 
cited  anew;  and  in  a  fit  of  fraternization,  and  to  promote  the  kind, 
views  of  our  dear  fifter  republic  towards  the  United  States, 
and  probably  alfo  from  the  vanity  of  fhowing  his  countrymen, 
France,  and  Europe,  that  he  was  the  correfpondent  ot the  great 
luminary  of  the  weftern  world,  he  has  now  publilhed  his  friend 
Mr.  Jefferfon's  letter. 

lift, 
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lilh,  would  give  them  uneafinefs  for  the  prefer  ration 
of  their  poficilions  on  the  American  continent,  and 
deprive  them  of  the  means  of  conquering  the  French 
and  Dutch  colonies. 

tc  Equally  ungrateful  and  impolitic,  the  Congrefs, 
ha  Hens  to  encourage  the  KngHfh,  that  they  might 
purfue  in  tranquillity  their  war  of  extermination 
again  ft  France,  and  to  invade  the  colonies  and  the 
commerce  of  England  *.  They  tent  to  London  a 
minslrer,  Mr.  Jay,  known  by  his  attachment  to  En-g 
land,  and  his  peribnal  relations  to  Lord  Grenville, 
stud  he  concluded,  fuddenly,  a  treaty  of  commerce, 
uebkh  united  them  with  Great  Britain  more  than  a 
treaty  of  alliance. 

"  Such  a  treaty,  under  all  the  peculiar  circum- 
fences,  and  by  the  confequences  it  muft  produce,  is 
tm  aft  ®f  boftUity  againjl  France.  The  French  govern- 
meat,  in  fhart,  has  teftified  the  refentmcnt  of  the 
French  nation,  by  breaking  off  communication  with 
sen-  -aatgratefitl  and  faitlikfs  cnly\  until  fhe  fhall  return 
to  a  more  j>wft  and  benevolent  conduct.  Juftice  and 
ibimd  policy  equally  approve  this  mealure  of  the 
French  government.  There  is  no  doubt  it  will  give 
iifc^  in  the  United  States,  to  difcuffions  whicii  may 
afford  a  triumph  to  the  party  of  good  repitMicaKSy  klie 
fr  tends  of  France. 

fet  Some  writers,  indifapprobation  of  this  \yife  and 
ueceflary  meafureof  the  Diredtory,  maintain  that  in 
the  United  States  the  French  have  for  partisans  only 
certain  demagogues  who  aim  to  overthrew  theexifr- 
ing  government.  Rut  their  impudent  faliehoods 
convince  no  one,  and  prove  only  what  is  too  evi 
dent,  that  they  nfe  the  liberty  of  the  prefs  to  ierve 
the  enemies  of  France/' 


*  There  feems  to  be  a  miftalse  in  the  original,  in  this  pafiage, 
or  we  miftake  the  conitruftion.  Tranfoaier. 
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Rev.  Mr.  Alercrombiez  Letter  to  the  O'Cnwys. — * 
What  I  am  now  going  to  Jay  before  my  readers  will 
confirm  the  truth  of  all  I  have  ever  laid  refpecling 
the  IMPARTIALITY  of  our  ians-culottc  newfpapers; 
and  will  furnilh  an  ample  proof  of  the  deteiiable  dif- 
poiition  of  the  editors. 

On  the  28th  ultimo,  the  following  paragraph  ap-r 
peared  in  a  paper  called  the  "  Daily  Adver  lifer™ 
publifhed  by  a  fellow  of  the  name  of  Carey,  an  Im 
ported  patriot  from  Ireland : 

"  An  epifcopal  prieir.  in  this  city,  well  known 
ce  from  his  Hidden  metamorphofis  into  one  of  the 
"  clerical  order,  after  having  been  difappointed  in  a 
"  cafliicrfnip,  it  is  faid  has  turned  one  of  Peter  Porcu- 
"  pine's  news  boys.  He  has  been  employed  in  run- 
tc  ning  about  among  his  neighbours  and  pariihio- 
•fs  ners,  ibliciting  fublcriptions  for  Porcupine's  Ga- 
"  zette  !  What  an  employment  for  a  divine  !  Whe- 
cc  ther  he  receives  zfuhfidy  from  the  Editor,  or  from 
*c  the  Editor's  patron,  his  own  conicience,  if  he  has 
"  any,  will  fufficiently  explain,  A  difciple  of  (he 
<{  Mefliah  Ijeing  thus  employed  verifies  the  adage, 
"  temporainutenturf 

This  bafe  attack  has  brought  forth  a  reply  from 
the  clergyman  who  was  the  object  of  it,  and  which 
reply  was  (as  the  reader  will  lee  presently)  refufed  & 
fltiw  in  the  paper  which  contained  the  f lander. 

To  the  Printers  of  the  Daily  Advertifer. 

It  is  with  great  reludlance  that  I  again  addreis  the 
public  through  the  channel  of  a  nevvfpaper  ;  but  the 
unmerited  calumny  contained  in  your  paper  of  Fri 
day  laft  extorts  a  reply. 

The  author  fir  ft  reproaches  me  with  being  "fud- 
denly  metamorphofed  into  one  of  the  clerical  order, 
after  having  been  disappointed  in  a  cafhierfhip." 

That  I  was  one  of  the  candidates  for  the  cafhier- 

Ihip  of  the  Pennsylvania  Bank  previous  to  my  obtain- 

3  ing 
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ing  orders  in  the  year  1793,  is  true,  and  a  circurn- 
fiance  I  never  wifhed  to  conceal.  My  motive  for 
the  application  will,  I  truft,  not  only  juftify  it  to  eve 
ry  ingenuous  mind.,  but  exculpate  me  from  the  im 
putation  of  infincerity  in  the  adoption  of  the  clerical 
character,  or  of  being  compelled  to  affume  it  by  una 
voidable  neceffity. 

The  early  religious  impreflions  which  my  mind 
happily  received  from  the  precepts  and  example  of 
an  affectionate  and  pious  mother,  aided  by  her  ear- 
netr.  willies  that  I  fhould  dedicate  myfelf  to  the 
church,  naturally  induced  in  me  a  predilection  for 
that  profeffion  from  a  ft  ate  of  childhood.  With  that 
view  I  was  educated,  and  after  having  graduated  at 
the  College  in  this  city,  and  arrived  at  the  age  of 
admiffion  into  holy  orders,  I  fhould  have  applied 
for  them  had  the  epifcopal  authority  exifted  in  this 
country,  or  could  I  have  obtained  permiffion  to  go 
to  England  for  that  purpofe,  which  I  folicited  from 
the  Executive  Council.  All  hope  therefore  of  being 
gratified  by  a  regular  admiffion  into  the  clerical  or 
der,  agreeable  to  the  principles  of  the  epifcopal 
church,  being  thus  extinguifhed,  and  not  being  able 
to  forefee  how  loner  the  war  between  Great  Britain 

O 

and  this  country  would  be  continued,  I  was  fubject 
to  the  painful  neceflity  of  directing  my  attention  to 
fome  other  employment.  The  mercantile  profeffion 
appeared  the  moil  eligible,  and  I  accordingly  en 
gaged  in  it.  But  being  impofed,  its  exercife  became 
daily  more  irkfome,  though  confiderably  relieved. by 
the  indulgence  and  activity  of  a  valuable  and  intimate 
friend  with  whom  1  was  aflbciated.  At  the  expira 
tion  of  twelve  years  I  determined  to  withdraw  from 
an  occupation  which  I  could  no  longer  purfue  with 
the  leaft  degree  of  comfort,  and  exchange  it  for  one 
which  might  be  more  tolerable,  although  any  one  but 
the  clerical,  however  great  its  emolument,  would 
have  been  a  painful  drudgery*  The  cafhierfhip  of  the 
4  Pennfylvania- 
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Pennfylvania  Bank  being  then  vacant,  I  offered  my  felt* 
as  a  candidate,  and  was  (luckily  on  my  own  account) 
unfuccefsful.  A  iimilar  fate  attended  foon  after 
my  application  for  the  fame  appointment  in  the  Bank 
of  the  United  States,  and  for  the  treafurylhip  of  the 
Mint.  Having  made  thefe  exertions,  which  duty 
feemed  to  require  for  the  fupport  of  a  large  and  in- 
creaiing  family,  and  being  difappointed  in  them  all, 
I  thought  rnyfelf  at  liberty,  and  indeed  directed  by 
Providence  to  engage  in  the  exercife  of  that  profef- 
iion,  which  an  uninterrupted  and  ardent  (Mire  from 
infancy  had  in  a  peculiar  manner  attached  me  to  ; 
although  the  ilender  proviflon  which  it  offered  apr 
peared,  upon  principles  of  human  prudence,  de 
cidedly  to  prohibit  fuch  a  itep.  Relying,  however, 
upon  the  iincerity  of  my  intention,  and  the  protec 
tion  of  Heaven,  I  made  known  my  delire  to  the 
bifhop  and  clergy  of  our  church,  and  was  received 
by  them  in  the  moft  friendly  and  affectionate  man 
ner. 

The  following  extract  from  the  Bifhop's  fermon 
at  my  ordination,  which  he  kindly  permitted  me  to 
tranfcribe  at  the  time,  will  confirm  the  truth  of  the 
foregoing  narration,  and,  I  trull,  fhield  me  from  the 
obloquy  contained  in  the  Daily  Advertifer. 

"  In  admitting  to  ordination  it  has  been  matter 
of  fpecial  care  with  us  not  haflilyto  give  encourage 
ment  to  the  paffing  from  fecular  employments  to 
the  miniflry.  In  the  prefent  inftance  we  have  been 
relieved  by  our  knowledge  of  the  candidate's  being 
educated  with  a  view  of  this  object,  of  the  unfur- 
mountable  impediments  which  occurred  at  the  time  of 
his  reaching  the  age  for  orders,  and  of  the  predi 
lection  he  hath  ever  lince  entertained  for  a  profef- 
fion,  the  profpect  of  which  he  had  reludlantly  relin- 
quifned.  Thefe  circumflances,  with  the  declaration 
which  the  folemnoccaiion  requires  of  him,  and  added 

to 
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to  all,  his  pa  ft  life  and  converfation,  make  us  rely 
on  the  rectitude  of  his  intentions." 

As  to  the  charge  of  "  having  been  employed  in 
running  about  among  my  neighbours  and  parifhio- 
ners  foliciting  fubfcriptions  for  Porcupine's  Gazette/* 
I  can  only  fay  that  it  is  an  abfolute  falfehood,  that  I 
never  have  folicitedafubfcription  from  any  individual, 
and,  as  far  as  I  can  remember,  have  never  propofed 
to  any  perfon  to  fubfcribe  to  Mr.  Cobbett's  paper, 
although,  had  I  done  fo,  it  would  have  been  an  in- 
fufficient  ground  for  the  accufation  of  having  made 

o  •  o 

it  my  employment,  much  more  for  that  of  my  "  re 
ceiving  a  fubfidy  from  the  author,  or  the  author's 
patron ;"  which  bafe  iniinuation  is  too  contempti 
bly  malicious  to  merit  a  reply,  or  even  a  contra- 
didtion. 

Undiiturbed  by  fuch  feeble  though  venomous  af- 
failants,  I  ihall,  in  all  matters  of  an  indifferent  na 
ture,  continue  to  do  as  I  pleafe,  nor  fhall  thefcurri- 
lity  ofHich  pretended  patriots  ever  in  the  fmalleft  de 
gree  influence  my  conduct.  They  may  tell  the 
world  as  often  as  they  think  proper,  that  I  was  once 
a  merchant,  and  that  I  "  folicited  a  cafhierfhip ;" 
but  thefe  are  things  of  which  I  fhall  never  be 
afhamed  ;  and  they  -whofe  friendfhip  I  value  will 
Jiever  efteem  me  the  lefs,  becaufe  fuch  characters 
are,  on  thefe  grounds,  my  enemies.  And  as  I  do 
not  cenfure  thofe  who  choofe  to  read  Markland  and 
Carey's  paper,  or  who  even  folicit  fubfcriptions  for 
the  fupport  of  it,  fo  I  hope  thofe  gentlemen  and  their 
paragraph-writers  *  will  indulge  me  in  the- privilege 
which  I  think  myfelf  entitled  to,  of  reading  what 

*  An  application  was  made  to  me  to  fubfcribe  to  the  Daily  Ad- 
vertifer,  which  J  refufed  to  do,  being  already  a  fubfcriber  to  two 
other  papers ;  and  in  a  few  days  after,  the  paragraph  now  under 
conlideration  appeared  in  the  laid  paper. 

newfpapers 
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fiewfpapers  I  pleafe,  and  even  of  recommending 
them,  if  I  am  fo  inclined,  to  the  perulal  of  my 
friends. 

JAMES  ABERCROMBIE, 
One  of  the  afliftant  Ministers  of  Chrift 
May  i,   1797.         Church  and  St.  Peter's. 

MR.  FEN  NO, 

The  above  was  intended  for  Carey  and  Mark- 
land's  paper  only,  and  offered  to  them  ;  hut  as  Mr. 
Carey  refufed  to  publifh  it  unlefs  I  would  fupprefs 
the  note,  I  am  under  the  neceffity  of  handing  it  to 
another  printer.  J.  A. 

Thefe,  reader,  are  the  people  that  talk  of  their 
moderation  and  impartiality  !  Here  is  a  gentleman, 
a  clergyman,  a  man  of  talents,  of  untainted  reputa 
tion  and  undoubted  piety,  an  ornament  to  the 
church,  and  an  honour  to  his  country  ;  again  It  this 
gentleman  a  ncwfmonger  fuffers  his  paper  to  become 
the  vehicle  of  the  mo  ft  foul  and  moft  atrocious  flan- 
der;  and  when  the  injured  party  comes  to  defend 
bimfelf  by  a  fimple  and  modcll  narrative,  in  which 
not  one  untruth  or  violent  expreffion  is  to  be  found  ; 
when  he  comes  with  this  paragraph  of  felf-defence, 
he  is  told  that  it  is  inadmiffible,  unlefs  he  will  ex 
punge  a  circumftance,  the  moft  material  of  his  re 
lation,  as  it  at  once  accounts  for  the  real  motive  of 
the  infamous  publication  to  which  he  replies  ! — Talk 
about  the  liberty  of  the  prefs  indeed  !  Where  is  it  ? 
I  would  be  glad  to  know. — I  defy  any  one  to  pro* 
.duce  me  an  inftance  of  fuch  glaring,  fuch  unjuft 
partiality  in  the  cenducl  of  any  printer  not  of  the 
degraded  fans-culotte  tribe. 

It  never  was  my  intention  to  take  notice  of  any 
thing  contained  in  this  poor  crawling  paper,  -which 
came  into  the  world  with  death  written  on  its  front ; 
I  will,  however,  to-morrow,  juil  give  the  public 
the  hiftory  of  the  wretched  publication;  promifing 

VOL.  V.  A  A,  At 
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at  the  fame  time  never  to  anfwer  any  thing  it  ihaTI 
in  future  contain  againft  me.  I  know  the  object  of 
the  poor  editors  well  enough,  and  will  therefore 
take  good  care  to  defeat  it.  I  hate  every  thing  that 
favours  of  equality,  and  fhall  carefully  avoid  in 
troducing  into  the  parlour  what  is  deltined  by 
nature  to  relide  in  the  garret  and  the  cellar. 


FRIDAY,  5th  MAY. 

O' 'Carey's  Paper. — I  yeflerday  promifed  to  give 
fome  account  of  the  impartial  newfpaper,  which  has 
rendered  itfelf  infamous  by  giving  publicity  to  flan- 
der,  and  refuling  to  publifh  the  injured  party's  re 
ply  ;  but,  previous  to  this,  it  may  riot  be  improper 
to  trace  the  bafe  i  n  fin  u  at  ions  againft  the  Rev.  Mr. 
Abercrombie  back  to  their  fource. 

So  long  ago  as  the  month  of  April,  1794,  this 
gentleman  had  the  honour  to  be  abufed  by  the  de 
mocratic  or  French  faction.  In  a  fermon,  preached 
on  Earl er- day,  he  took  an  opportunity  of  .caution 
ing  his  audience  againft  the  danger  of  adopting  the 
horrid  tenets  of  the  French  atheifts.  This  was 
called  an  unprovoked  attack  on  a  great  and  magnani 
mous  people. 

From  an  extract  of  the  fermon,  which  was  after 
wards  publi fried  in  the  papers,  it  appeared  that 
the  French  were  alluded  to  in  no  part  of  it,  ex 
cept  in  the  following  elegant  paffage  :  "  Let  us  put 
"  on  the  whole  armour  of  God,  and  rcfolutely  ftand 
f(  as  Chriftian  foldiers  in  the  breach  which  the  in- 
(e  folence  of  deiftn,  and  the  iniidious  delniions  of  a 
4C  falfe  phiiofophy,  have  lately  made  in  the  walls  of 
"  the  fanctuary.  Let  us  vigilantly  guard  againft 
"  the  introduction  of  that  ihocking  tenet,  which  is 
"  now,  alas  !  the  fafhionable,  though  fatal  doc- 
"  trine  in  a  nation,  who  once  gloried  in  the  name 
"  of  Chriftians,  but  who,  having  extinguifhed ,  the 
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*f  light  of  the  blefled  Gofpel,  in  mercy  given  to  con- 
*c  duct  them  to  eternal  blifs,  now  grope  in  the 
"  dark,  and  madly  conceive  that  the  actions  of 
*c  the  prefent  life  (hall  at  the  clofe  be  forgotten  in 
*c  everlafting  fleep." 

This  feafonable  exhortation  was  not,  it  feems, 
allowable  in  a  land  of  libertv*  It  brought  repeated 
attacks  on  the  preacher^  and,  among  the  reft,  one 
concluding  with  thefe  remarkable  words :  "  Ec- 
"  cleftaftics,  beware  !  The  feelings  of  Americans  are 
€e  irritable,  and  they  will  not  hear  their  French  bre* 
€f  thren  traduced  with  impunity  /" 

This  fo  exactly  refembles  the  language  of  the 
French  cut-throats,  at  the  time  they  were  preparing 
to  murder  their  priefts,  that  I  am  almoft  aftonifhed 
Mr.  Abercrombie  fhould  have  lived  to  fee  himfelf 
abufed  in  the  impartial  Daily  Advertiten 

When  I  came  to  write  the  Hi/lory  of  the  American 
Jacobins,  the  infolent  invafion  of  the  liberty  of  the 
pulpit  naturally  prefented  itfelf;  and  it  was  ac 
cordingly  noticed  in  the  following  manner : 

"  As  I  have  more  than  once  obferved,  that  the 
democrats  aped  the  regenerated  French  in  all  their 
follies,  and  in  all  their  crimes,  as  far  as  they  were 
able,  it  will  be  underftood,  that  they  made  a  boat! 
of  being  atheifts  or  deifts,  as  the  Convention  changed 
its  creed.  When  the  faction  of  Danton  feemed  to 
preponderate,  and  members  exclaimed  againft  the 
<  ariftocracy  of  Heaven  ;*  when  the  infamous  Du- 
pont  exclaimed,  *  Oh !  fhame,  legiflators  of  the 
univerfe !  you  have  hurled  down  the  thrones  of 
kings,  and  you  yet  fuffer  the  altar  of  God  to 
remain !'  The  democrats  made  an  open  pro- 
feffion  of  atheifm.  But  when  Robefpierre  obtained 
the  afcendency,  and  ordered  the  Convention  to  ds- 
$ree  that  there  was  a  Supreme  Being  (Eire  Supreme)  ; 
then  did  our  good  fans-culottes  burn  incenie  on  the 
altars  of  deilm,  with  as  much  devotion  as  the  ragged 
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groups  of  St.  Marceau,  and  the  whores  and  bullies 
of  the  Palais  de  lEgallte" 

It  has  been  often  observed,  that,  however  widely 
atheilin  and  deifm  may  differ  in  theory,  in  practice, 
that  is,  in  their  effects,  they  a  re  nearly  the  fame  :  fo 
it  happens  now ;  for  whether  they  profeffed  the 
opinions  of  Danton  or  thofe  of  his  bloody  fucceflbr, 
they  full  teftified  the  fame  hatred  of  the  Chriftian 
religion,  and  perfecuted  with  every  infult  they  durffc 
offer,  all  thofe  who  had  courage  enough  to  Hand 
forward  in  its  defence. 

The  firft  affault  of  this  kind  was  on  the  Reverend 
Mr.  Abercrombie,  of  the  epifcopal  church,  Philadel 
phia.  This  gentleman  had  preached  a  fermon, 
warning  his  congregation  againft  the  contagion  of 
French  atheifin  and  deifm.  For  this  inftance  of 
becoming  zeal  in  the  difcharge  of  the  moft  im 
perious  of  all  duties,  he  was  attacked  in  the  public 
papers ;  accufed  of  bigot ty,  of  being  an  enemy  to  ths 
eaufe  of  liberty  and  of  the  French  people.  There  was 
not  a  worthy  man  in  the  city,  who  did  not  feel  an 
indignation  againft  the  authors  of  this  unprovoked 
calumny,  and  who  did  not  regret,  that  the  injured 
clergyman  fhould  fee  the  neccfiity  of  anfwering  it* 
Dreadful  times  indeed  are  thofe,  when  the  fervants 
of  the  Lord  are  brought  to  the  bar  of  the  public^ 
for  daring  to  obey  the  commands  of  their  Mafter ! 
for  daring  to  defend  him  againft  thofe  who. brand 
him  with  the  name  of  cheat  and  impoftor  *  !  At 
the  fame  time  that  we  are  recording  the  violences  of 
the  clubs  againft  Chriftian  inftitutions,  truth  re 
quires  that  we  fhould  confefs,  that  but  too  many  of 


*  About  the  fame  time  that  this  infult  was  offered  to  Mr.  Aber 
crombie,  a  paragraph  appeared  in  the  Philadelphia  Gazette,  pub- 
Hflied  by  one  Brown,  containing  a  lift  of  eminent  men  who  had 
arifen  on  the  "  democratic  floor,"  and  concluding  with  "  Maraty 
St.  Paul,  and  Jefus  Cbrif.  "  , 
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the  clergy  appeared  either  contaminated  with  French 
principles,  or  cowardly  enough  not  to  attempt  an 
oppofition  to  their  progrefs.  All  that  can  be  faid 
in  defence  of  fuch  men  is,  that  they  feared  to  offend 
their  congregations,  on  whom  they  were  totally 
dependant  for  fupport.  This  is  iurely  a  very  weak 
defence  ;  but  I  am  afraid  it  is  one  that  mu it  often 
be  made,  where  the  paftor  is  removable  at  the  plea- 
lure  of  his  flock, 

But  there  were  others  who  were  not  merely 
paffive;  who  were  not  afhamed  to  mingle  in  the 
bacchanalian  orgies  of  the  civic  fettivals  held  to 
celebrate  the  fucceifes  of  atheifts  over  the  religion 
of  which  they  profcfTed  to  he  believers,  and  of 
which  they  were  teachers.  Among  thefe  the  Rev. 
Citizen  Prentifs,  of  Reading,  MafTachufetts,  and 
the  Rev.  Citizen  Doflor,  Mr.  Knight,  of  New- York, 
claim  the  fcandalous  pre-eminence. 

It  was  Mr.  x\bercrombie's  manly  oppofition  to  the 
truly  infernal  tenets  of  the  French  that  fir  ft  brought 
on  him  the  abufe  of  OJwald  and  Bache^  and  the 
other  hirelings  of  France;  and  it  is  his  ftcady  per- 
leverance  in  that  oppofition  that  has  now  procured 
him  the  honour  of  being  flandered  in  the  beggarly 
Advertifer,  which  was  preferred  to  the  faded  and  fal 
len  Aurora,  as  not  having  a  character  for  lallehoodfo 
complefcly  efhiblifhcd. 

So  much  for  the  motives  of  the  writer  of  the  pa 
ragraph.  The  printers  knew  wtll  the  falfehood  anci 
malicious  intent  of  it ;  but  were  induced  10  give  it  a 
place,  as  clearly  appears  from  Mr.  Abercrombie's 
note,  out  of  revenge  fur  his  refujing  to  fubfcribe  to 
their  paper  !  Had  they  admitted  it  in  adherence  to 
their  fromifed  impartiality,  they  would  certainly  have 
admitted  the  reply.  This  is  truly  a  decent  way  of 
railing  contributions  on  the  public:  "  Here,  lub- 
44  icribe  to  my  paper,  or  I'll  traduce  your  characieu" 
Is  tjiis  liberty  of  the  frefs  ? 

A  A  This 
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This  paper  has  exhibited  a  complete  fpecimen  of 
patriotic  meannefs  from  its  abortive  entrance  into  the 
world  to  the  prefent  time.  It  was  not  to  appear, 
till  feveral  weeks  later  than  it  really  did  appear;  but 
the  death  of  Brown,  that  awful  event  that  for  fe 
veral  days  fpread  a  gloom  over  the  city,  ferved  only 
as  a  ftimulus  to  the  indufhry  of  Carey  and  Mark- 
land,  who  feized  what  they  imagined  to  be  the 
lucky  moment  for  picking  up  the  fubfcribers  of  the 
Philadelphia  Gazette.  Ibis  did  not,  however,  fuc- 
ceed.  Their  papers  were  thrown  into  the  people's 
houfes  in  vain  ;  in  vain  did  they  place  their  children 
at  the  corners  of  the  ftreets  to  diftribute  their  quack* 
like  propofals,  and  in  vain  does  their  mendicant 
collector  now  go  from  houfe  to  houfe  with  their 
God-blefs-your-honour  petition. 

Had  a  perfon  been  accufed  of  having  folicited  fub~ 
fcriptions  for  a  poor  half-flarved  paper  like  this, 
indeed,  fome  credit  might  have  been  given  to  the 
tale  ;  but  who  will  believe  that  my  Gazette,  which 
has  as  many  thonfands  of  fubfcribers  as  O'Carey'shas 
hundreds,  flood  in  need  of  a  folicitor?  I  never  yet 
alked  for  a  fubfcription,  even  in  my  own  fhop  :  the 
O'Careys,  on  the  contrary,  are  guilty  of  every  mean 
nefs  that  interefled  fervility  can  invent.  The  other 
evening  they  afferted  that  I  mull  be  paid  by  Britain, 
becaufe  my  Gazette  and  Cenfor  were  fo  cheap  \ 
when,  no  longer  ago  than  yefterday,  their  mumper, 
in  order  to  prevail  on  a  perfon  to  quit  my  paper  for 
theirs,  told  him  that  theirs  was  much  cheaper  { 

This  Daily  Advertifer,  without  advertifements, 
has  once  changed  its  abode  already,  and,  if  I  am 
not  much  miftaken,  it  will  ere  long  make  its  final 
exit.  It  is  got  under  the  hands  of  the  famous  Doc 
tor  Morpheus,  whofe  medicaments  have  reduced  the 
poor  Aurora  to  her  laft  gafp,  and  who  will  difpatch 
his  prefent  almfhoufe  patient  in  the  courfe  of  a  moor* 
fit  fartheft. 

teiterl 
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Jcffetfon  cJiofen  ly  the  French  for  Prefidmt. — The 
letter,  publithed  yetterday  from  the  Minerva,  and 
imputed  to  Mr.  Jefferibn,  has  given  rife  to  a  differ 
ence  of  opinion  among  the  democratic  printers.  The 
conductors  of  the  partnerlhip  newfpaper  in  Front 
Street  fvvear  bitterly  that  it  is  abfolutely  impoflible 
Mr.  JefFerfon  ihould  write  the  letter,  while  Bache, 
as  if  by  way  of  a  death-bed  repentance,  candidly 
confefles  that  he  does  not  doubt  of  its  authenticity. 
The  upright  conductors  of  the  Merchants'  paper  fay, 
that  there  is  not  the  leaf!  earthly  refemblancc  between 
the  Federal  Government  and  that  of  Great  Britain  ; 
but  Bache  declares,  with  his  friend  Tom  Paine,  that 
they  are  alike  both  in  form  and  fubftance. 

How  thefe  differences  are  to  be  reconciled  I  know 
not.  I  think  the  merchants  in  partnerfhip  with 
Bradford  would  do  well  to  appoint  a  committee 
(agreeably  to  the  articles)  to  wait  on  Bache,  and  get 
matters  adjufted.  The  papers  mult  acT:  in  concert, 
or  all  is  ruined. 

But,  whatever  may  be  the  opinions  of  Bache  and 
the  conductors,  refpccling  Mr.  Jefferfon's  principles, 
it  appears  that  the  French  are  unanimous  on  the 
fubject.  The  following  extract  from  the  Nouveau 
Journal  des  Journaux,  of  the  27th  January  lair, 
ipeaks  the  general  fentiment  of  the  French  nation  : 

"  On  cent  de  Philadelphie  que  M.  Adams  fera 
*f  probablement  nomme  Prelident  des  Etats-Unis. 
*c  Le  bonheur  des  Etats-Unis  et  les  interets  de  la 
*'  Republique  Fran^aife  trouveroient  dans  M.  Jef- 
"  ferfon  un  agent  plus  zele  ;  c'eft  un  fage,  un  phi- 
"  lofophe  a  qui  les  maximes  du  Gouvernement  An- 
u  glais  ne  fauroient  convenir," 

TranJlatiQH. — We  hear  from  Philadelphia,  that  it 
is-  very  probable  that  Mr,  Adams  will  be  elected 
president  of  the  United  States.  The  happinefs  of 
the  United  States,  and  the  interefls  of  the  Republic, 
\yould  find  a  more  zealous  agent  in  Mr.  JefFerfon. 

A  A  4  He 
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Pie  is  a  fage,  a  phtlofopher,  who  could  not  be 
brought  to  adopt  the  maxims  of  the  Englilh  Govern* 
ment. 

Adet  and  f^ts  ^Imanar  makers. — The  complaint  of 
the  French  Minifter,  Adet,  to  the  Executive  of  the 
United  States,  againft  an  almanac-printer,  for  in- 
ferting  his  name  in  a  manner  he  did  not  like,  is  not 
fo  unprecedented  as  it  is  ridiculous.  In  Voltaire's 
Age  of  Louis  XIV.  we  find,  that  the  French  once 
exhibited  a  complaint  againfl  the  Dutch,  on  account 
of  a  medal  which  was  llruck  in  Holland,  limply  ex* 
prelfing  the  glorious  deeds  of  that  republic,  without 
containing  any  kind  of  reflection  againft  France,  or 
any  other  nation  ;  and  that,  nuUvithftanding  the 
States  General  ordered  the  rrjefial  to  be  broken,  in 
order  to  appeafe  the  French,  yet  they  afTecled  to 
consider  it  ajuit  caute  of  \yar,  and  with  an  immenfe 
army  overran  Holland,  and  reduced  the  Dutch  to 
the  brink  of  destruction.  Thus  being  predetermined 
to  wage  war,  it  was  indifferent:  what  was  the  pre 
text  ;  the  printing  of  an  almanac,  or  the  impreffion 
of  a  medal,  may  be  made  to  excite  refentment^  an4 
produce  chaflifement  ! 


SATURDAY,    6th  MAY. 

"Talleyrand  a  <$/>>>.— The  following  is  taken  from 
the  B-)Oon  Mercury,  and  is  faid  to  be  derived  from 
an  authentic  fource  — "  The  Bifhop  of  Autuq,  who 
u  reiulcd  fome  time  in  this  country,  under  the  name 
"  of  Talleyrand  Perig  >rd,  has  informed  the  Direc- 
"  tory  qf  France,  that  they  need  not  regard  the 
"  United  States  any  more  than  the  State  of  Genoa, 
"  or  Geneva  ;  as  our  divifions  have  weakened  us 
*c  down  to  nothing  in  point  of  -firength  and  exertion 
"  as  a  nation  ;  and  that  there  would  probably  ibon 
<(  be  a  revolution  here,  which  would  tend  to  throw 
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4*  lis  entirely  into  the  French  fcale  ;  as  the  partisans 
"  of  France  were  increafing,  and  would  loon  turn 
"  out  of  the  Government  all  the  Wafhingtoniau 
u  party,  all  of  whom  were  in  the  Brit  i  111  pay. 

"  In  this  information  he  was  joined  by  almoft  all 
"  the  Americans  who  were  before  in  France,  or  have 
"  lince  gone  to  that  country. 

"  In  the  mean  time,  the  French  party  on  this  lidc 
<c  of  the  Arlanlic  are  continually  exciting  the 
"  French  Government  to  acts  of  hoftility  againll  the 
"  United  btates ;  and  are  fo  defperately  determined 
*<  to  dcflroy  the  Brilifh  treaty,  as  to  be  willing,  for 
"  the  accompli  ihment  of  that  purpofe,  to  rifk  our 
**  independence,  and  even  our  national  cxiiience." 

That  the.  apofrate  Talleyrand  was  a  ipy  in  this 
country  is  evident  from  his  being  afterwards  re 
ceived  with  open  arms  by  the  very  men  who  had 
profcribed  him.  But  I  have  a  word  or  two  to  fay 
about  this  atheiftical  bifhop,  Firft  he  let  up  as  a 
merchant  and  dealer,  at  New-York,  till  he  had  ac 
quired  what  knowledge  he  thought  was  to  be  come 
at  among  peribns  engaged  in  mercantile  affairs  ; 
then  he  affumed  the  character  of  a  ge?itleman,  at  the 
fame  time  removing  to  Philadelphia,  where  he  got 
acceis  to  perfons  of  the  firft  rank,  all  thole  who  were 
connected  with,  or  in  the  confidence  of,  the  Go 
vernment.  Some  months  after  his  arrival  in  this 
city,  he  left  a  n^efTage  with  a  friend  of  his,  requeuing 
me  to  meet  him  at  that  friend's  houfe.  Several  days 
paffcd  away  before  the  meeting  took  place  :  I  had 
no  buiinefs  to  call  me  that  way,  and  therefore  I  did 
not  go.  A.t  lail  this  modern  Judas  and  I  got  feated 
by  the  fame  fire-lide.  I  expected  that  he  wanted  to 
expostulate  with  me  on  the  levere  treatment  he  had 
met  with  at  my  hands :  I  had  called  him  an  apoftate, 
£  hypocrite,  and  every  other  name  of  which  he  was 
deferving ;  t  therefore  leave  the  reader  to  imagine 
my  aftouifhraent,  when  I  heard  him  begin  with  com 
plimenting 
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plimenting  me  on  my  wit  and  learning.  He  praifed 
feveral  of  my  pamphlets,  the  New  Year's  Gift  in 
particular,  and  ftill  fpoke  of  them  as  mine.  I  did 
not  acknowledge  myfelf  the  author,  of  courfe  ;  but 
yet  he  would  infift  that  I  was ;  or,  at  any  rate,  they 
reflected,  he  faid,  infinite  honour  on  the  author,  let 
him  be  who  he  might.  Having  carried  this  fpccies 
of  flattery  as  far  as  he  judged  it  fafe,  he  afkcd  me, 
with  a  vail  deal  of  apparent  ferioufnefs,  whether  I 
had  received  my  education  at  Oxford,  or  at  Cam- 
Bridge  !  Hitherto  I  had  kept  my  countenance  pretty 
well ;  but  this  abominable  ftretch  of  hypocrify,  and 
the  placid  mien  and  filver  accent  with  which  it  was 
pronounced,  would  have  forced  a  laugh  from  a 
Quaker  in  the  midft  of  meeting.  I  don't  recollect 
what  reply  1  made  him  ;  but  this  I  recollect  well,  I 
gave  him  to  underfland  that  I  was  no  trout,  and 
confequently  was  not  to  be  caught  by  tickling. 

This  information  led  him  to  fomething  more  folid, 
He  began  to  talk  about  kufmejs.  I  was  no  flour-mer-* 
chant,  but  1  taught  Englifh ;  and,  as  luck  would 
have  it,  this  was  the  very  commodity  that  Bifhop 
Perigord  wanted.  If  I  had  taught  Thorpton's  or 
Webfter's  language,  or  fold  fand  or  afhes,  or  pep 
per-pot,  it  would  have  been  jufl  the  fame  to  him. 
He  knew  the  Englifh  language  as  well  as  I  did  ; 
but  he  wanted  to  have  dealings  with  me  in  fome 
way  or  other. 

I  knew,  that,  notwithstanding  his  being />r0y£/7^2 
at  Paris,  he  was  extremely  intimate  with  Adet ;  and 
this  circumftance  led  me  to  fufpedt  his  real  bufinels 
in  the  United  States :  I  therefore  did  not  care  to 
take  him  as  a  fcholar.  I  told  him,  that,  being  en 
gaged  in  a  tranilation  for  the  prefs,  I  could  not  pof- 
libly  quit  home.  This  difficulty  the  lame  fiend 
hopped  over  in  a  moment.  He  would  very  gladly 
come  to  my  houfe.  I  cannot  fay  but  it  would  have 
been  a  great  faiisfadlion  to  me  to  have  teen  the  cir 

devani 
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Levant  Bifliop  of  Autun,  the  guardian  of  the  holy 
oil  that  anointed  the  heads  of  the  descendants  of  St. 
Louis,  come  trudging  through  the  dirt  to  receive  a 
leifbn  from  me  ;  but,  on  the  other  hand,  I  did  not 
want  a  French  fpy  to  take  a  furvey  either  of  my  deilc 
or  my  houfe.  My  price  for  teaching  was  six  dol 
lars  a  month  ;  he  offered  me  twenty  ;  but  I  refufed  ; 
and  before  I  left  him,  I  gave  him  clearly  to  under  - 
fland  that  I  was  not  to  be  purchafed. 

I  verily  believe  that,  had  I  had  any  flour  or  pre 
cious  confejjiom  *  for  fale,  I  might  have  dilpofea  of 
them  to  good  account  ;  and  even  my  pamphlets, 
though  Bradford  calls  them  dirty  water,  1  think  I 
could  have  fold  to  Bifhop  Judas  for  more  than  om 
Jhilling  and  f  wen-  pence  halfpenny  apiece. 

There  is  no  doubt  of  there  being  at  this  moment 
hundreds  of  honeft  miffionaries  among  us,  whofe 
fole  bufinefs  is  that  of  ipies.  They  are  flying  about 
the  country  in  every  direction  ;  not  a  corner  of  it 
will  they  leave  unexplored.  They  are  now  much 
better  acquainted  with  the  fentiments  of  the  people 
of  the  Union,  and  know  more  exactly  thofe  who  are 
to  be  counted  upon  in  cafe  of  a  war,  than  cither  the 
^Federal  Government  or  State  Governments, 


to  Mr.  Fenno.  —  Confulat  General  pres  les 
Etats-Unis.  Philadelphie,  le  15  Floreal,  an  f 
de  la  Republique  Fran^aife,  une  et  indivifible 
(4  Mai,  1797,  V.S.). 

MONSIEUR, 

J'ai  lu  dans  votre  papier  d'hier  le  paragraphe  fui- 
vant  :  —  tc  Orders  are  iffued  by  General  Rigaud, 
faid  to  be  in  confequence  of  advice  from  Mr.  Adet, 
fufpending  all  ancient  debts  due  to  Americans  ;  and 
there  is  no  probability  of  reverfion." 

*•»*    K."         •-  -  ~  -  '  -  ~  -  » 

*  See  the  New  Year's  Gift. 

Jamais 
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Jarnais  le  Citoycn  Adet  n'a  donne  de  pareils  or- 

drcs  au   General  Rigaud  ou  a  tout  autre.     Le  fait 

qn'on  impute  a  cet  ancien  Miniftre  Plenipotentiajre 

eft  faux,  et  vous  devez  a  la  verite  et  a  vous  meme, 

Monlieur,  de  la  dementier  dans  votre  Gazette. 

Je  vous  prie,  Monfieur,  d'agreer  mes  falutations. 

Le  Confeil  General  de  la  Republique  Fran^aifc 

pres  les  Etats-Unis, 

Mr.  JOHN  FEN  NO,  LETOMBE*. 

Ghefhui  Street. 

Weight? 

*  The  devil  himfelf  cannot  furpafs  thefe  Frenchmen  in  impu 
dence  ;  their  ancient  minifter  plenipotentiary,  feter  Anthony, 
threatened  the  United  States  with  the  vengeance  of  the  terrible 
Republic^  becaufe  fom^  of  our  a  nanac-maktrs  did  tiotgneFiancc 
la  precedence  ot  Great  Britain,  in  the  arrangement  of  the  rnimllcrs, 
confuls,  &c.  The  Conful  at  Bofton  ~  threatened  the  editor  01  the 
Centincl  with  a  prolecufion,  for  publifhing  the  favnge  Hoche's 
autirefs  to  his  hnngry,  ihirtieCs  legions,  to  animate  them  with  the 
profpe<5t  of  the  roall  beef  and  guineas  of  Old  England;  and  iheir 
Conlul-general  now  calls  on  Mr.  Fenno  tw  contradict  a  f-aiagraph 
of  news  inferted  in  the  Gazette  of  the  United  States,  which  had 
patted  through  two  papers,  before  it  appeared  in  his. 

This  diplomatic  citizen  feems  to  think  that  the  reputation  of 
his  mailers  is  infuhed  by  the  paragraph  in  queftion,  when  1  will 
engage  that  nine  Arneiicans  out  ot  ten,  that  read  the  papers,  b£- 
iieve  it  is  fubllantially  true.  Indeed,  io  fully  are  the  ci editors 
jperluaded  of  ir,  that  Jew  of  them  expeft  ever  to  receive  fixpence 
in  the  pound,  of  either  ancient  or  modern  debts  \\hether  Peter 
Anthony  ever  gave  orders  to  the  copper-faced  general  or  not  to 
fuipend  payment,  is  quite  immaterial  :  nobody  doubts,  however, 
that  he  has  received  fuch  orders,  becaufe  we  all  believe  and  know, 
that  the  regenerated  government  is  quite  capable  of  inch  a  trick, 
A  highwayman,  in  the  very  act  of  robbing  a  traveller,  might  with 
as  good  a  grace  give  himlelf  airs,  and  biufter  about  his  honefty,  a» 
this  pillaging,  plundering  republic.  Indeed  I  think  the  companion 
is  rather  unfair  againft  the  knight  of  the  roads  ;  for  there  have 
been  many  of  thac  clafs,  who,  after  a  lucky  expedition,  have  paid 
feme  of  their  debts  with  honour;  but  this  moniler  of  a  republic 
fecks  to  fpunge  off  all  hers,  both  new  and  old,  by  thrijiUng  her 
creditors  into  chains  and  dungeons. 

But  what  provokes  me  molt  in  this  application  is,  its  unparal 
leled  audacity.  At  a  time  when  nothing  but  a  degree  of  patience, 
that  borders  on  puiillanirnity,  enfuies  any  officer  of  the  Republic 

a  iaff 
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s  and  Meafitres  of  the  Sans  -culottes;  —  The 
equalization  of  weights  and  mcafures  being  accom- 
plifhed  throughout  the  territory  of  the  Frcncli  Re 
public,  the  claflificaUon  of  terms  has  been  adopted 
as  follows  : 

In  meafures  of  length. 
jo  metres  make  one  decametre. 
loo  one  hectometre. 

1000  one  kilotire. 

10,000  one  myriametrc. 

In  land  meufitre* 
10  acres  make  one  decare. 
100  one  hcclare. 

loco  one  kiltare. 

xo,ooo  one  myriate, 

In  meafure  s  of  capacity. 
ro  litres  make  one  decalitre. 
100  one  hectolitre. 

1000  one  kilotire. 

io,coo  one  myrialitre. 

In  weights. 

10  grammes  make  one  decagramme. 
100  one  hectogram  me. 

1000  one  kilogramme. 

10,000  one  niyriagrainme.. 

The  metre  is,  in  Englifti  meafure,  3  feet  3  inches 
1708  line.  The  acre  is  10,000  fquare  metres, 
107,623,043  Englim  fquare  feet. 

The  litre  is  equal  to  1766  pints  Winchefter  mea 
fure,  or  208  1  wine  meafure. 

The  gramme  is  zlbs.  8  ozs.  5274  drachms  avoir- 
'dupois. 


-a  fafe  refidence  in  our  country,  to  offer  fuch  a  heftoring  attack  on 
the  freedom  of  the  prefs  !  What  !  when  we  are  plundered,  cheated, 
kicked,  and  fpit  upon,  ftiall  an  infolent  officer  come  forward  with 
an  inftrument.in  his  hand,  and  a  s'il  vous  plait^  citizens,  be  fo 
«omplaifant  as  to  let  me  gag  you  ? 

Regicide 
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Regicide  FeftivaL— Great  alterations  are 
io  be  produced  by  the  eleclions.  The  different  par-< 
ties  are  draining  every  nerve  to  fecure  a  triumph  $ 
they  work  day  and  night ;  write,  print,  talk,  cry$ 
fwear,  and  lie ;  a 61  the  atheifr,  the  faint,  the  mode* 
rate,  and  the  jacobin  :  and  all  this,  oh  wretched 
France!  is  purely  for  thy  good. 

If  the  public  opinion  of  the  day  may  be  looked 
Upon  as  the  thermometer  of  the  primary  affemblies, 
their  choice  will  not  be  very  favourable  to  the  prcfent 
government,  and  flill  lefs  fo  to  the  governors  ;  but 
it  is  prefumed,  and  not  without  reafon,  that  thefe 
latter  intend  artfully  to  create  fome  menacing  tu 
mult,  in  order  to  have  a  pretext  for  ftrengthening  their 
own  hands,  and  diminishing  the  liberty  of  the  prefs. 

On  the  morning  of  the  2,1  ft  January,  the  day 
when  the  people  were  fummoned  to  fwear  "  hatred 
to  royalty"  there  appeared  an  excellent  epigram  in 
a  paper  called  the  Quotidienne,  faying,  that  the 
people  ^verefo  lainjh  in  their  hatred  of  the  Directory 
mid  ReprefenlativeS)  that  they  had  none  left  for  royalty. 

The  fans  now  rnoil  in  fafhion  are  ornamented 
with  five  candles,  or  fometimes  five  flambeaux,  with 
this  infcription  :  "  Uneconomic  exlge  que  voits  en  eteig- 
nez  quatre* — *'*  Economy  requires  you  to  put  out 
four  of  them.*' 

This  is  a  fafe  way  of  publicly  declaring  that  one 
king  is  better 


MONDAY,  8th  MAY. 

Adet  decamps* — Citizen  Adet  has  made  his  exit 
from  the  American  ftage.  He  went  off  very  quietly, 
and  is  faid  to  have  ihed  tears  at  being  forced  to 
leave  his  faction  at  the  laft  gafp. 

If  the  Britifh  cruifers  are  not  all  afleep,  we  fhall 
probably  have  another  bale  of  precious  confejfions. 

TUESDAY, 
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TUESDAY,  9th  MAY. 

An  EJeffion  Scene. — After  being  an  eye-witnefs  to 
a  fcene  which  was  exhibited  in  this  village  yefter- 
day,  I  can  neither  doubt  the  influence  of  FaucJiefs 
mint,  nor  that  even  Americans  (though  I  hope  their 
number  may  be  few)  are  fulceptible  of  corruption. 

When  the  poll  was  opened  in  the  'village  of  Troy, 
a  number  of  the  fupporters  of  David  Hopkins,  with 
the  French  or  tri-coloured  cockade  on  their  hats, 
formed  themfelves  into  a  body,  with  Dr.  Samuel  Gale 
at  their  head,  and  marched  from  or  near  Afhley's 
tavern  to  where  the  poll  was  held. 

A  report  was  circulated  in  the  morning,  that  thefe 
cockaded  fons  of  equality  had  made  a  declaration  (or 
rather  bound  themfehes  under  a  curfe)  that  any  elector 
who  voted  againft  their  favourite  candidate  fhould 
be  knocked  down  :  it  was  alfo  reported,  that  thefe 
French  Americans  had  denounced  fome  particular 
characters  who  were  obnoxious  to  them — but  whe 
ther  it  was  owing  to  the  infufficiency  of  their  num 
bers,  or  that  they  were  checked  by  the  more  refpect- 
able  citizens,  together  with  the  magistrates,  who 
abhorred  their  conduct,  fortunately,  except  fcurrility 
and  abufe,  no  violence  was  offered. 

The  mofl  clamorous  among  the  cockade  club 
were  the  aforefaid  Doclor  Samuel  Gale,  a  Laurence 
Dorfet,  and  a  certain  John  Stillwell — Thofe  lefs 
noify  were,  Samuel  Gale,  jun.  Anthony  Goodfpecd, 
an  Englifhman,  whofe  name  is  Lynfing,  and  a  fel 
low  by  the  name  of  Bennom,  with  feveral  others  of 
Jlill  lefs  note. 

The  projectors  of  this  Jacobin  club  did  not  appear 
among  the  actors  of  this  feditious  drama  ;  but  al 
though  they  kept  behind  the  fcene,  they  are  well 
known,  and  will  be  properly  attended  to  in  due 
time. 

Americans !  fee  to  your  rights,  be  watchful,  be 
2,  .vigilant; 


GAZETTE  SELECTIONS. 

vigilant ;  for  there  is  a  neft  of  traitors  in  the  bofom  of 
our  country  ;  but  publilh  it  not  in  the  Argus,  let  it 
never  appear  in  the  Aurora  of  Citizen  Bache,  left  the 
enemies  of  America  rejoice.  Albany  Gazette. 

French  Cruelty  and  Spani/h  Perfidy. — Captain 
Jones,  arrived  here  on  Saturday,  from  Porto  Rico, 
brought  home  feveral  of  his  unfortunate  countrymen 
who  had  been  taken  by  the  French,  and  robbed  of 
every  thing  they  pofieffed.  From  the  colledled  in 
formation  of  Captain  Jones  and  his  pafiengers,  it 
appears,  that  the  Ihip  William,  Captain  Strong,  of 
Portland,  on"  his  homeward-bound  paflage  from 
Grenada,  was  captured  by  a  French  privateer  with 
a  Spani/h  creiv,  and  the  captain  and  all  the  crew 
taken  on  board  the  privateer,  except  the  mate,  and 
one  feaman,  returning  two  officers  and  feven  Spanifb 
failors  to  take  charge  of  the  fhip  ;  Ihortly  after  the 
privateer  had  left  the  fhip,  the  Spaniards  on  board 
menaced  the  two  Americans,  who,  not  fond  of  brook 
ing  the  infult,  and  irritated  by  their  cowardly  beha 
viour,  repelled  their  infult  by  fevere  reproaches.  The 
affair  becoming  ferious,  the  mate  ordered  the  boy,  an 
American,  who  belonged  to  the  privateer,  to  take  the 
helm,  and  himfelfand  company  armed  themfelvesaa 
well  as  they  could,  the  mate  with  an  axe.  The  two  of 
ficers  then  interfered,  and  the  bloody  affray  began — - 
one  of  the  officers  was  killed  by  the  mate  with  his  axe, 
and  the  other  feverely  wounded  and  hurt,  with  moft 
of  the  Spanifh  failors.  The  affray  continued  for  the 
fpace  of  four  hours,  when  the  crew  agreed  to  give 
up  the  fhip  to  the  two  Americans,  provided  they 
Nvould  grant  them  the  long-boat,  and  provifioris 
fufficient  to  proceed  to  the  nearell  French  port  : 
this  was  agreed  to  ;  but  before  they  had  got  ready 
to  embark,  another  French  privateer  hove  in  fight, 
took  poifellion  of  the  fhip,  and  carried  her  into  ¥orto 
Rico,  where  the  two  Americans  were  imprifoncd, 
3  and 
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and  put  in  irons,  to  be  font  like  nwlefn&ors  to  St. 
Domingo;  where  it  is  ihppoied  they  will juffer 
death,  not  for  an  o  itra.:  </i  the  laws  of  humanity, 
but  for  bravely  dcf tuning  tliemfelues  againjl  ajjaj}lns9 
greatly  fupei  ior  in  point  of  numbers  and  weapons. 

Captain  Jones  would  have  found  means  to  have 
refcued  thelc  unfortunate  men,  had  he  been  able  to 
have  remained  a  night  longer  in  port  ;  but  feveral 
Britifh  fhipsof  war  appearing  off  the  coaft,  he  was 
apprehenfive  of  an  embargo  being  immediately  laid, 
and  put  to  fea. 

Such,  Americans,  is  the  treatment  your  country 
men  receive  from  the  generous  French  and  the  mag 
nanimous  Spaniards  ! 


WEDNESDAY,  ioth  MAY. 

A  Report  on  the  Law  of  Divorces  in  France.- 
Favard. — You  have  directed  a  fpecial  commiffion  to 
examine  the  expediency  of  fufpending,  until  after 
the  difcuflion  of  the  civil  code,  every  demand  in  di 
vorce,  founded  on  the  ilmple  allegation  of  temper 
and  character. 

•'  It  is  a  rule,"  fays  Montefquieu,  "  derived  from 
nature,  that  the  more  the  number  of  marriages  is  di- 
miniihed,  the  more  are  thofe  which  exift  corrupted ; 
the  fewer  people  marry,  the  lefs  fidelity  in  the  mar 
ried  ftate;  as,  when  there  are  the  mofc  thieves,  there 
are  moft  thefts." 

The  union  contra&ed  by  two  married  perfons 
ought  not  to  depend  on  the  caprice  or  libertinifm 
of  one  of  them.  The  civil  connexion  is  of  too 
facred  a  chara61er  to  be  fportcd  with  at  pleafure. 
If,  unhappily,  circumftances  exift  which  render  a 
reparation  neceflary,  there  is  flrong  reafon  for  autho 
rizing  a  divorce. 

You  know  that  the,  Conflituent  AfTembly,  which 

VOL.  v.  B  B  was 
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was  compofed  of  learned  men,  durft  not  approach 
the  qui  ftion  of  divorce. 

The  Legiflative  Aflembly  authorized  a  law  of 
September  20,  1 792,  which  at  the  fame  time  de 
termined  the  caufes,  the  mode,  and  the  effects. 
But  at  what  time  was  this  important  act  parTed  ?  On 
the  verge  of  their  diffolution,  and  in  the  evening 
fitting.  The  law  was  adopted,  without  giving  to 
ihe  difcuffion  all  the  extent  and  reflection  which  it 
demanded  ;  and,  in  one  word,  if  that  is  not  impro 
per,  it  is  an  act  pafled  in  extremis,  of  which  the  Na 
tional  Convention  feems  to  have  been  only  the  faith 
ful  executor. 

Among  the  fingular  difpofitions  of  this  law,  I  will 
content  myfelf  with  reporting  that  relative  to  the 
particular  point  now  under  confideration,  which  is, 
article  3. — "  That  one  of  the  married  parties  may 
obtain  fentence  of  divorce,  upon  the  fimple  alle 
gation  of  incompatibility  of  temper  or  character." 

Thus  a  huiband  diflatisfied  with  his  wife,  or  a 
wife  with  her  huiband,  calls  together  the  parents  or 
friends,  who  prefent  themfelves  before  a  municipal 
officer.  The  applicant  for  a  divorce  fays  only,  that 
his  humour  is  incompatible  with  that  of  his  partner. 
The  tribunal  has  not  even  the  right  to  make  him 
render  an  account  of  the  rcafons  of  that  incompa 
tibility  :  it  is  charged  again fl  the  party,  and  that  is 
fufficient.  If  the  applicant  perftfts  in  his  declaration 
to  each  of  the  three  articles  fpecified  in  the  law,  the 
tribunal  prepares  a  procefs  verbal  of  non-concili 
ation,  and  the  public  officer  pronounces  the  divorce, 
on  the  fole  reprefentation  of  three  procefs  verbals  of 
non-conciliation. 

Here,  in  two  words.,  are  all  the  formalities  obferv- 
ed  for  four  years  pail,  by  married  people,  who  feek 
divorce  ;  and  you  know  the  fcandalous  abiife  which 
has  been  made  of  this  mode  of  divorce. 

All 
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All  good  men  are  agreed,  that  if  divorce  can  be 
maintained  at  all  on  the  ground  of  difference  of  tem 
per,  at  leaft  this  mode  requires  great  modifications, 
fince  the  caufe  is  often  rather  imaginary  than  real, 
and  the  practice  has  hitherto  produced  nothing  but 
very  ill  effects. 

I  will  not  enumerate  the  incalculable  evils  it  has 
produced ;  I  will  not  relate  to  you  that  more  than 
twenty  thoufand  married  perfons  owe  to  that  law 
their  difunion,  and  that  they  now  bewail  its  exiltence. 
You  would  burn  with  indignation,  if  I  fhould  pre- 
fent  to  you  a  faithful  picture  of  the  victims  which 
libertinifm  and  luft  have  amaffed  together  in  France, 
under  the  operation  of  a  law  which  had  for  its  ob 
ject  to  render  marriage  more  happy  and  refpectablc, 
by  rendering  the  parties  more  free. 

Here  is  a  young  woman,  whofe  beauty  and  virtue 
have  attracted  and  excited  the  defires  of  a  libertine, 
who  has  fought  a  connexion,  which  he  breaks 
the  moment  his  paffion  has  abated,  and  who  thus 
configns  to  the  humiliation  of  being  abandoned,  a 
perfon  of  whom  he  was  not  worthy. 

There  you  will  fee  a  hufband  for  a  long  time 
happy,  now  weeping  over  the  lofs  of  a  wife  who 
was  dear  to  him,  who  is  no  longer  any  thing  to 
him,  and  whofe  children  are  no  longer  objects  of 
her  cares.  To  what  is  this  misfortune  to  be,  afcrib- 
ed  ?  To  the  intrigues  of  fome  other  man,  without 
morals,  who  has  feduced  her,  and  to  the  facility  of 
breaking  a  connexion,  which  the  parties  formed  for 
life. 

Further,  it  is  lull  which  breaks  this  connexion — 
generally  ficklenefs. 

Citizen  Legiflators,  be  not  deceived.  You  have 
not  a  moment  to  lofe,  if  you  wifh  to  put  a  ftop  to 
this  deteitable  abufe  which  is  made  of  divorce  for 
difference  of  humours.  It  is  repeated  to  you  con- 
ilantly  in  the  mafs  of  petitions  which  are  addrefTed 

£B   2  tg 
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to  you,  "That  we  fee  every  where  married  perfons 
who,  forgetful  of  their  duty  and  their  honour,  tram 
ple  under  foot  all  decency,  violate  all  laws  and  the 
moft  facred  obligations,  abandon  their  families  with 
out  remorfe  to  gratify  their  fhamelefs  paffions — in 
ihort,  that  it  is  time  to  lay  fome  restraint  on  this 
ipecies  of  depravation." 

I  might  add,  that  libertinifm  is  not  the  only  vice 
which  has  abufed  this  law  of  divorce  ;  ambition  has 
more  than  at  one  time,  or  in  one  manner,  made  ufe 
of  it  to  evade  the  effect  of  another  law — I  mean  that 
on  fucceffion.  It  may  be  well  to  cite  an  example 
that  is  within  the  knowledge  of  one  of  the  members 
of  your  commiffion. 

A  young  woman  married,  with  the  affurance  of 
receiving  the  eftate  of  a  grand-aunt.  The  law  of 
the  lyth  Nivofe  intervened,  and  deprived  her  of  the 
profpect.  The  parties  obtained  a  divorce  by  col- 
luficn — the  project  was  executed — the  hufband 
then  married  the  grand-aunt,  aged  82  years,  who 
gave  him  all  her  eftate  by  contract  of  marriage,  as 
the  law  permitted  her  to  do.  The  old  woman  foon 
died,  and  the  young  widower  again  married  his 
former  wife*. 

What  muft  we  think  of  the  law  of  divorce,  which 
thus  caufes  a  fhameful  traffic  to  elude  other  laws? 
Is  it  not  to  demoralize  marriage  thus  to  fport  with 
it?  What  father  but  mud  tremble  when  he  gives  his 
daughter  to  marriage  ? 

All  thefe  coniiderations  have  made  a  deep  impref- 
iion  on  your  committee,  who  unanimoufly  adviie  a 
fufpenfion  of  the  law  of  divorce  for  incompatibility 
of  temper. 

[The  reporter  then  difcnfles  the  point,  whether  the 
fufpeniion  fhould  have  a  retroactive  operation,  or 


*  No  fpeculating  tricks  can  go  before  that. 
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only  a  future  one  :  he  urges  an  immediate  decifion, 
and  in  the  courfe  of  his  obferva lions  cites  from  a 
memorial  of  a  woman  on  the  fubje<5l,  the  following 
paffage  :  "  Whatever  may  be  the  confequence," 
ihe  writes,  "  the  day  in  which  the  law  again tl  di 
vorce  fhall  replace  that  monfler  my  hufband  in  rny 
bed,  fhall  be  the  laft  of  his  days — I  will  poniard 
him;  But  the  moment  I  do  this,  my  father,  my 
mother,  who  dwells  with  me,  and  myfclf,  will 
bear  to  our  bofoms  a  fubtle  poifon,  which  fhall 
baffle  every  effort  of  relief."  [The  Council  frowned 
with  horror.] 

She  muft  indeed  be  a  monfler,  who  can  write 
what  I  cannot  read  without  horror. — Moniiers  are 
rare,  but  it  is  not  rare  to  obferve,  that  paffions  once 
unchained  never  can  be  reduced  to  bounds. 

Circular  Orders  from  Government  again/I  arming,  to 
the  Collectors  of  the  Revenue, 

Treafury  Department,  April  8th,  1797. 
SIR, 

The  depredations  to  which  the  commerce  of  the 
United  States  is  at  prefent  expofed,  have  given 
rife  to  a  qucflion,  which  being  of  general  concern, 
is,  therefore,  made  the  fubjedl  of  a  circular  commu 
nication. 

The  queftion  is,  Whether  it  be  lawful  to  arm  the 
merchant-veffels  of  the  United  States,  for  their  pro- 
teclion  and  defence,  while  engaged  in  regular  com 
merce  ? 

It  is  anfwered,  that  no  doubt  is  entertained,  that 
defence,  by  means  of  military  force,  againft  mere 
pirates  and  fea-rovers,  is  lawful.  The  arming  of 
veffels  bona  jftde  engaged  in  trade  to  the  Eaft  Indies, 
is,  therefore,  on  account  of  the  danger  from  pirates, 
to  be  permitted  as  heretofore  ;  but  as  the  arming  of 
veffels  deflined  for  European  and  Weft  India  com- 
merce,  raifes  a  prefumption  that  it  is  done  with  hof- 
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tile  Intentions  againfl  Tome  one  of  the  belligerent 
nations,  and  may  cover  collufive  practices  inc.onfift- 
ent  with  the  ad  of  Congrefs  of  June,  1794,  unlefs 
guarded  by  provisions  more  effectual  than  have 
been  hitherto  eilablifhed  ;  it  is  directed  that  the 
failing  of  armed  veffels.  not  bona  fidt  deftined  to  the 
Eaft  Indies,  be  retrained,  until  otherwife  ordained 
by  Congrefs. 

Information  has  been  received  that  fome  veffels 
are  arming  by  ftrangers  for  the  purpofe  of  capturing 
the  vcffels  of  the  United  States.  The  utmoft  vigi 
lance  on  the  part  of  the  collectors  to  prevent  the 
progrefs  of  this  evil  is  enjoined  ;  where  there  is  rca- 
ibnable  ground  to  believe  that  veffels  are  equipped 
for  the  purpofe  of  being  employed  againft  the  com 
merce  of  this  country,  they  are  to  be  arrefted,  and 
the  circumilances  fiated  to  this  department. 
I  am,  very  refpect  fully,  Sir, 

Your  obedient  fervant, 

OLIVER  WOLCOTT,  Jun. 

Gambling -houfes. — Richmond,  April  29.  Thnrf- 
day  night  laft,  the  magiftrates,  together  with  the 
ferjeant  and  conftables  of  the  city,  divided  themlelves 
into  different  parties,  and  went  to  feveral  gambling- 
houfes,  and  feized  upon  the  implements  with  which 
they  were  then  playing.  The  proprietors  of  the 
tables  were  indulged  till  yeiterday,  to  get  fecurity  for 
their  appearance  at  the  next  court ;  and  the  tables, 
together  with  a  great  vanrf"  of  implements,  were 
taken  by  the  conilables  yeiterday  morning  to  the 
market- houle,  and  burnt,  in  the  prefence  of  a  very 
numerous  affemblage. 

[This  is  a  very  good  match  to  the  article  under 
the  London  head.  Wherever  the  French  go,  there 
will  vice  and  immorality  prevail.  Neither  England 
nor  America  knew  any  thing  about  the  fwindling 
game  of  Faro,  till  lince  the  emigrants  from  France. 
3  Their 
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Their  accurfed  revolution  has  done  more  towards 
corrupting  the  world  than  any  other  event  ever 
did.J 

Dreadful  Inftance  of  Party-fpirit. — Fayetteville, 
April  29.  Extract  of  a  letter  trorn  a  Gentleman  in 
Pittfborough,  Chatham  county,  to  a  gentleman  in 
this  town,  dated  the  2oth  of  April,  1797.  "  The 
mere  talk  of  a  war  with  France  has  already  fhown 
its  baneful  efficacy.  Two  brothers,  by  the  names  of 
Thomas  and  Richard  Riddle  (ftimulated  by  the 
effects  of  liquor),  turned  out  the  other  night  in 
fingle  combat,  the  former  efpoufing  the  cauie  of  the 
French,  the  latter  on  behalf  of  the  Americans. 
The  former,  the  mofl  inebriated,  dabbed  the  latter 
with  his  knife  in  various  places,  two  of  which  were 
very  deep:  he  was  immediately  apprehended  and 
put  in  gaol.  On  the  following  day,  finding  that 
there  was  no  reafon  to  be  apprehenlive  of  the 
wounds  being  dangerous,  the  prifoner  was  releafed. 
As  foon  as  his  frenzy  abated,  and  having  confidered 
of  the  unnatural  action  which  he  had  committed,  he 
immediately  forwarded  money  to  his  brother  to  pay 
the  furgeon,  his  wife  to  attend  him,  and  afforded 
him  every  afiiftance  in  his  power. 

[We  have  heard  of  republicans  whofe  zeal  for 
their  country  led  them  to  punifh  with  death,  the 
difaffedlion  of  their  neareft  relatives  ;  but  it  was  re- 
ferved  for  thefe  degenerate  times,  the  ENLIGHTENED 
eighteenth  century,  the  age  of  reafon,  ofliberty,  and 
equality  j  it  was  referved  tor  this  blelfed  age  to  pro 
duce  a  monfter,  bate  and  bloody  enough  to  flab  his 
brother,  becaufe  he  preferrecHus  own  country  to  that 
of  its  enemy/] 

Remarkable  Occurrences. — A  late  newfpaper  article 

mentioned  that  the  Georgian  kgiflature  had  ordered 

certain  mortgages  and  titles  to  lands  under  their  own 
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grants  to  be  burned,  which  they  discovered  had  e£- 
caped  a  former  legiflative  bonfire. 

About  the  fame  time  a  man  was  killed  in  Geor 
gia  by  a  negro.  The  murderer  being  purfued,  was 
overtaken,  and  immediately  burnt  alive  by  thole 
who  apprehended  him. 

Not  ten  days  ago  we  read,  that  Captain  Cowell 
of  Borton  had  turned  privateerfman  under  a  French 
commillion,  and  made  prize  of  a  Boflon  vefFeL 

Thefe  circumftances  have  been  mentioned  in  the 
newfpapers  without  one  word  of  comment. 

A  ftrangcr  to  America,  reading  thefe  articles,  and 
remarking  this  iilence,  would  have  a  frrange  opi 
nion  of  the  jujlice,  humanity  ,  and  fatrlotifm  of  Ame~ 
ricans. 

A  Lexington  paper,  of  March  2,5,  relates  the  fol 
lowing  unhappy  affair,  which  took  place  on  the  Sa 
turday  evening  before,  in  Lincoln  county  (Kentucky), 
near  the  court-houle.  Two  neighbours,  the  one  of 
the  name  of  Cutton,  the  other  Hackney,  had  fome 
difference  about  a  fmall  fum  of  money  owing  from 
one  to  the  other.  Hackney  picked  up  a  (harp-pointed 
fhoe-knife  and  {tabbed  Cutton  in  the  breair,  who 
died  in  a  few  feconds.  Hackney  was  taken  up  and 
committed  to  gaol,  ironed,  and  ftridly  guarded. 

The  fame  paper  fays,  "  On  Tuefday  night  lair, 
the  Indians  killed  a  man  at  Collins's  on  the  Wilder- 
nefs  road.  There  were  but  two  men  at  Collins's,  one 
a  brother  of  Captain  Collins,  the  other  a  man  hired 
to  clear  land.  Collins  being  at  a  houfe  about  a  mile 
from  home,  on  his  return,  when  he  had  got  within 
a  few  fleps  of  the  houfe,  heard  the  Indians  (two  in 
number)  cock  their  guns,  but  fuppofed  it  to  be  the 
hired  man  intending  to  frighten  him  :  the  Indians 
immediately  fired;  but  he,  ftill  fuppoiing  it  to  be  the 
hired  man,  rufhed  up  and  threw  the  tail  of  his  great 
coat  in  their  faces  ;  by  this  time  he  difcovered  them 
to  be  Indians  j  he  fprang  into  the  houfe,  and  faltened 
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the  door.  The  Indians  immediately  fell  to  work 
with  their  tomahawks,  and  ibon  cut  down  the  door, 
on  which  Collins  ran  out  between  the  two  Indians. 
He  received  a  ftroke  on  one  fhoulder  with  a  toma 
hawk,  which  however  did  him  no  injury;  but  after 
a  clofe  chafe  of  about  two  hundred  yards,  made  his 
efcape  by  taking  to  the  woods,  where  he  lay  all 
night,  and  returned  next  morning  to  the  houle  from 
whence  he  came  the  over-night,  and  got  four  men 
(two  of  whom  were  travellers)  and  returned  home, 
where  they  found  the  hired  man  killed,  and  man 
gled  in  a  moft  horrid  manner,  and  their  guns  carried 
off. 

THURSDAY,  nthMAY. 

Republican  Candour. — From  the  Aurora  of  May 
9. — The  Captain  of  a  fchooner  arrived  in  this  port 
from  Norfolk,  which  he  left  on  Tuefday  laft,  in 
forms  that  Captain  Barney's  frigates  were  ready 
for  lea  when  he  failed,  and  would  probably  depart 
ibon  in  the  face  of  the  Britifh  fquadron,  relying 
upon  their  fait  failing. 

The  fame  Captain  confirms  the  intelligence  con 
tained  in  an  extract  of  a  letter  from  Norfolk,  which 
lately  appeared  in  the  Aurora,  refpecYmg  the  fhelter 
given  by  one  of  the  Britifh  veflels  of  war  to  three 
deferters  from  the  fort.  The  Englifh  commander  is 
faid  to  have  refufed  giving  up  the  men,  on  the 
ground,  that,  as  they  were  Irifhmenby  birth,  he  had 
the  befl  right  to  them. 

To  what  lengths  the  Britifh  mean  to  go  in  their 
career  of  intuit  and  injury  is  difficult  to  determine ; 
we  hope  this  laft  inftance  of  aggrellion  is  their  m 
plus  ultra.  To  this  they  have  come  by  regular  Heps. 
Nemo  fmt  repente  turpijjimiis .  They  fir  It  im- 
preffed  American  citizens  of  Britifh  birth.  This  they 
found  men  in  our  councils  to  vindicate.  They  next, 

as 
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as  in  the  inftance  of  the  Squirrel,  having  imprefioj 
American  citizens  in  the  face  of  protections,  brought 
them  into  our  port,  and  there  kept  them  in  confine 
ment.  They  then,  as  in  the  inftance  of  the  fame 
veffel,  openly  recruited  in  our  territory  by  public 
advertifment ;  and  have  lately  at  Norfolk  avowedly 
received  and  protecl ed  American  deferters,  and 
encouraged  indeed  their  defertion  by  the  temptation 
of  a  large  bounty,  Quoufque  tandem?  We  fhall 
rot  be  long  fubjecl  to  thefe  indignities.  We  un- 
derftand  that  Adminiftration  have  taken  deci  five  fieps 
to  vindicate  the  American  character,  thus  infultingly 
trampled  on  in  our  very  ports. 

DIALOGUE. 

A.  Pray,  citizen,  ought  deferters  to  be  reflored  ? 
Bache.    No. 

A.  There  are  three  Britifri  deferters  concealed  in 
my  fhip.     Their  captain   came  to  demand  them. 
Shall  they  be  given  up  to  him  ? 

B.  No,  to  be  fure. 

A.  They  are  natives  of  the  United  States. 

B.  How  dared  the  tyrant  enli ft  them? — Give  them 
up  !  !    I'd  fee  his  heart's  blood  itream  firlt. 

A.  But  I  miftake.     It  is  three  natural-born  fub- 
jecls  of  the  King  of  Great  Britain  that  have  deferted 
from  the  fervice  of  America. 

B.  Oh  ho  !  That  alters  the  cafe. 

A.  They  have  taken  refuge  on  board  a  Britiili 
fhip. 

B.  That  is  quite  a  different  ftory. 

A.  Ought  the  Captain  of  the  fhip  to  give  them  up  ? 

jB.  Ought!  he  muft,  he  fhall — This  aggreffion, 
it  is  to  be  hoped,  is  the  ne  plus  ultra  of  infult  and  in 
jury.  We  fhall  not  be  long  fubject  to  thefe  indig 
nities. — Zounds  and  blood  and  thunder  !  ! 

A.  Aye— and  what  do  you  lay.  to  the  Captain  of 

the 


MAY,  1797.  37$ 

the  Squirrel's  offering  a  reward  to  his  deferters  to 
encourage  them  to  return  to  his  iervice  ? 

B.  Why,  it  is  infamous  ;  it  isreeruiting  in  a  neu 
tral  country  :  it  is  contrary  to  juftice  ;  it  is  contrary 
to  the  law  of  nations  ;  it  is  an  infult  upon  our  fove- 
reignty  ;  it  calls  for  vengeance. 

A.  But,  friend  Bache,  you  forgot  that  you  inferted 
nut  long  ago,  repeated  advertisements  from  Don 
Carlos  Martinez  de  Yrujo  the  Spaniih  envoy,  en 
couraging  deterters  from  the  fervice  of  his  Catholic 
Majesty  to  return  to  their  allegiance. 

B  Oh  ho  !  That  is  quite  a  different  ftory.  There 
every  thing  was  proper  and  regular  aad  natural.  Why, 
man  the  Supplementary  law  palled  bv  Congrefs  for 
the  punifhment  of  certain  crimes  againu  the  United 
States,  contains  a  proviib  that  entirely  juitifies  the 
Chevalier  Yrujo  ;  but  that  does  not  apply  to  a  Bri- 
t'fh  officer,  you  know.  That  is  another  ftory:  that 
is  another  flory.  P.  L. 


l  Vandeput.  —  The  merchants  of  the  United 
States  wiliunqueftionablyprefentan  addrefs  of  thanks 
to  Admiral  Vandeput,  for  protecting  their  commerce 
from  the  depredations  of  Commodore  Barney^s  fqua- 
dron  ;  which  Mill  continue  cannon-bound  at  Norfolk. 
BOSTON  CENTINEL. 

(The  merchants  of  the  United  States,  and  the 
King  of  Great  Britian  too,  would  be  much  more  ob 
liged  to  the  Admiral  if  he  would  go  off  on  a  cruile, 
fcour  the  coail  along,  and  leave  one  frigate,  or  two 
at  mofl,  to  watch  Barney.  Every  body  that  I  con- 
verfe  with  leems  afionifhed  at,  and  afhamed  of,  the 
inactivity  of  this  fquadron.  While  the  Carma 
gnoles  are  playing  the  devil  all  around  us,  nine  or 
ten  Britifh.  men  of  war  lie  fleeping  in  our  roads. 
What  is  the  ule  of  bravery  or  difcip'ine,  if  not  em 
ployed  ?  A  favourite  toaft  with  General  Howe's  offi 
cers  was  "  A  glorious  war,  and  a  long  one/'-—  I 
hope  the  latter  pait  of  this  toaft  is  not  again  become 
fafhionable.]  FRIDAY, 
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FRIDAY,    iath  MAY. 

A  curious  Climax  of  Lies  and  Vanity. — Madrid, 
February  21. — News  has  been  received  of  the  Spa- 
nifh  fleet  under  Admiral  Cordova,  confifiing  of 
twenty-fix  fail  of  the  line,  having  met  with  the 
Engliih  fquadron  of  nineteen  fail  of  the  line  off  Cape 
St.  Vincent.  A  battle  was  fought.  When  the  ad 
vice-boat  was  ferit  away  at  midnight,  the  battle, 
which  commenced  at  eight  in  the  morning,  conti 
nued  with  obfiinacy,  and  every  thing  preiaged  the 
defeat  of  the  Englifli.  Six  Englifh  merchantmen 
from  the  Eail  Indies,  very  richly  laden,  and  which 
were  convoyed  by  the  Britifh  fquadron,  have  been 
taken  into  our  power,  and  arrived  at  Cadiz.  An 
English  frigate,  taken  by  another  Spanish  fhip,  is 
alfo  arrived  at  Cadiz.  Two  fhips  belonging  to  the 
Philippine  Company,  which,  without  being  ac 
quainted  with  the  declaration  of  war,  had  accompa 
nied  feveral  Englifh  fhips,  having  been  informed  of 
the  war  by  American  veflels,  feparated  from  the  ef- 
cort,  and  are  arrived  fafely  at  TenerifFe.  Their  car 
goes  are  valued  at  five  millions  of  ducats. 

[In  this  accounttheDons  fhovv  fome  little  regard  to 
truth  and  modefty  :  but  two  days  afterwards  the 
news  fell  into  the  hands  of  a  Frenchman  at  Aran- 
juez,  and  he  gives  it  the  French  drefs,  as  fol 
lows.] 

Aranjuez,  February  23. — The  Englifh  fleet  of  fix- 
teen  fail  of  the  line,  three  of  which  are  three  deckers, 
and  feveral  frigates,  commanded  by  Admiral  Jervis, 
came  up  with  the  Spaniih  fleet  near  Cape  St.  Vin 
cent  :  the  latter  attacked  the  former  on  the  i6th  Plu- 
viofe,  with  an  audacity  worthy  of  great  praife.  The 
Engliih  remained  firm,  and  on  both  fides  a  battle 
was  fought  with  an  obftinacy  to  which  the  prefent 
age,  perhaps,  affords  no  parallel.  From  the  26th 

both 
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Loth  iidcs  fought  incefTantly  ;  on  the  3oth,  the 
day  when  the  lail  advices  were  fent  away,  they  were 
Hill  fighting  ;  at  that  period  more  than  fifteen  fail 
on  both  fides  were  difabled,  and  it  is  faid  two  of  the 
Englifh  fhips  were  funk.  The  Spanifh  (hip  Trinite 
loft  430  men,  made  water  in  all  parts,  and  would 
have  been  taken  by  the  Englifh  if  they  had  not  been 
fo  difabled :  a  frigate  took  her  in  tow,  and  brought 
her  back  to  Cadiz. 

Paris ,  March  1 1 . — The  official  part  of  the  Redac- 
teur^contains  the  following  article  :  "  The  current 
report  of  an  Englifh  envoy  having  arrived  at  Paris  is 
without  foundation.  The  particulars  which  are  re 
lated  refpecT:ing  this  envoy  are  equally  falfe,  and  no 
lefs  circumftance  has  occurred  able  to  give  the  co 
lour  to  this  erroneous  humour." 

Among  the  non-official  articles  of  the  fame  jour 
nal  we  find  the  following  paragraph  :  "  The  fer 
ment  produced  in  London  by  the  Bank  having 
flopped  payment,  has  reached  the  utmoft  pitch.  The 
itrength  of  the  Oppofition  is  increafing  in  the  fame 
proportion  as  the  difficulties  augment  which  the  Bri- 
tifh  government  has  to  encounter.  The  circum- 
fiance,  that  all  the  Englifh  newfpapers,  the  lafl  of 
which  are  of  the  zyth  of  February,  arrive  fo  late,  of 
fers  an  additional  proof  of  ferious  commotions  being 
on  the  point  of  breaking  out  in  England,  which 
feem  to  announce  the  approaching  downfal  of  her 
government,  which  perhaps  will  foon  only  be  men 
tioned  as  an  in  fiance  of  paft  and  puni  fried  .arro 


gance.1* 


The  Marquis  del  Campo,  ambafTador  from  Spain 
to  the  French  Republic,  received  yeflerday  from 
Madrid  a  courier  with  the  news  ot  a  decifive  vic 
tory  obtained  by  the  Spanifh  fleet  over  the  Englifh 
fleet:  the  circumfiantial  detail  will,  no  doubt,  loon 
be  publifhed.  It  is,  however,  already  certain,  that 
three  Jhifs  of  the  line  have  been  TAKEN,  and  three  others 

I  SUNK. 
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SUNK.  The  re  (1  of  Admiral  Jerviisfquadron  had  fled, 
and  were  clofely  purfued  to  the  coaji  of  Portugal! 

The  combat  laitcd  for  leveral  davs,  and  was  fup- 
ported  on  both  fides  with  an  obtiinacy  of  which 
there  are  few  examples  in  hiftory.  The  prodigies 
performed  by  the  Spanilh  marine  recompenfe  it  for 
the  unjuft  difdain  which  had  been  heaped  on  it, 
TheEnglilh,  according  to  their  cufiom,  endeavoured 
repeatedly  to  cut  through  the  Spanifh  line ;  not  being 
able  to  fucceed,  feveral  of  their  friips  were  fur- 
rounded.  The  glory  of  our  allies  is  the  more  precious 
to  us,  as  it  is  not  foreign  to  our  nation  itfelf.  Men 
who  have  long  done  honour  to  the  French  marine, 
aided  the  Spaniards  in  their  triumph  The  difpatch 
from  the  cabinet  of  Madrid  obferves,  as  a  very  re 
markable  circumflance,  that  the  celebrated  Albert 
de  Rions  fought  by  the  fide  of  the  young  and  brave  Cor 
dova,  and  that  ten  or  twelve  French  emigrant 
officers  cither  commanded  the  Spanilh  fhips  or  ferved 
on  board,  and  contributed  much  to  the  viclory. 

This  victory,  joined  to  the  financial  crifis  to  which 
England  is  at  this  moment  brought,  muft  greatly  ac 
celerate  a  peace.  We  are  ft  ill  very  mal  adroit ;  and 
our  diplomacy  will  be  as  badly  directed  as  it  has  hi 
therto  been,  if  peace  fhould  not  be  made  before 
two  months,  and  that  on  the  molt  honourable 
conditions. 

Other  advices  date,  that  the  whole  Englijh  fleet  has 
been  driven  onjhore  near  Cape  St.  Vincent. 

[And  thus  the  climax  is  topp'd.J  "  A  French 
man"  faid  Mr.  Windham  (who  feems  to  be  the 
only  man  in  England  that  entertains  juft  notions  of 
the  French),  "  a  Frenchman"  fays  he,  "  muft  change 
his  nature  before  he  can*fpeak  truth."  Every  one 
will  now,  I  believe,  be  convinced  that  Mr.  Wind- 
ham  was  right  in  his  opinion  of  our  dear  allies. 

After  this,  what  dependance  can  there  be  put  in 
any  thing  that  comes  through  the^vile  channel  of  Pa 


ns  ? 
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ris  r  To  believe  them  in  future  would  argue  us  as 
Itupid  as  their  flaves,  without  the  apology  of  their 
vanity. 

SATURDAY,  1 3th  MAY. 

Bradford  and  Lloyd. — One  of  the  moft  alarming 
of  the  innovations  of  the  Britifh,  while  we  were 
under  colonial  government,  was  the  plan  propofed 
by  Governor  Hutchinfon  and  Oliver,  for  the  intro 
duction  of  a  clafs  or  diftinction  in  Maffachufetts, 
\inder  the  denomination  of  EJquires,  who  alone 
fhould  be  eligible  for  civil  functions  ;  the  difcovery 
of  that  plot,  in  the  celebrated  correfpondence,  de 
veloped  the  defigns  of  tyranny  more  effectually  than 
the  {lamp -aft. 

Tn  fuch  a  republic  as  this,  men  fhould  by  every 
fair  means  be  legally  prevented  from  becoming  exorbi 
tantly  rich.  In  an  aifemblage  of  rich  men,  where 
there  is  a  natural  ariftocracy  which  evermore  has  or 
makes  a  feparate  intereft  from  that  of  the  people, 
perfons  of  this  defcription  are  apt  to  acquire  a  dan 
gerous  influence.  It  is  a  fa  el,  that  there  is  a  coach- 
maker  in  a  certain  city  of  thefe  States,  who  for  fomc 
years  pa  ft  has  been  under  the  neceffity  of  quitting 
his  bufinefs,  merely  for  profeffing  himfelf  a  Uriel 
republican,  and  a  friend  to  the  equal  political  rights  of 
mankind  !  /  ! 

Remarks. — Mailer  Lloyd's  merchants  muil  differ 
very  much  from  merchants  in  general,  if  they 
would  be  pleafed  with  a  law  to  prevent  them  from 
growing  rich.  But  Lloyd  pays  his  court  to  the  mofl 
numerous  clafs  of  his  fubfcribers  for  rather  his  part 
ners),  and  it  is  pretty  well  known,  that  it  is  not 
compofed  of  either  Efquires  or  Merchants. 

As  to  the  coach-maker,  I  fhould  fuppofe  there 
muft  be  fome  miitake  ;  for  if  he  is  fo  Jlrift  a  repuili- 
can,  and  fuch  a  (launch  friend  to  the  equal  rights  of 

mankind. 


384-  GAZETTE  SELECTIONS. 

mankind,  it  is  more  than  probable  that  he  left  off  a 
buiinefs,  which  confitts  in  making  machines  which 
are  deltined  to  the  excluiive  convenience  of  ariflo- 
crats\  machines  of  abfolute  inequality,  lince  they 
place  men  above  one  another,  and  caufe  fome  to  be 
carried,  while  others  are  obliged  to  walk;  it  is,  I 
fay,  more  than  probable,  that  he  left  off  this  liber- 
ticide  buiinefs  from  fern  pies  of  confcience  rather 
than  from  neceffity ;  at  leaft,  if  I  had  been  in  his 
place,  I  would  have  faid  fo. 

Beiicles,  if  "  republican  benevolence  ought  to  ex- 
"  tend  itlelf  to  what  is  called  (falfely,  I  fuppote) 
"  the  brutal  creation"  and  if  the  comfort  of  this 
laft-named  clafs  of  citizens  ought  to  become  fc  an 
"  object  vilegijlatvve  concern"  is  it  not  reafonable  to 
fuppofe  that  our  confcientious  coach-maker  gave  up 
his  bufinefs  to  others  arid  himfelf  to  Itarvation, 
rather  than  conftrucl:  heavy  carnages  for  poor  bealts 
to  drav/  about,  and  thus  be  inftrumental  in  the 
fiavery  of  his  fellow-creatures  ? 

Etiquette  of  Almanac-makers. — Letter  from  D.  I.  P. 
to  his  Friend  in  London. 

My  dear  Friend,  February  i$tJi9   1797. 

Among  my  other  plans  I  have  conceived  the  idea 
of  printing  a  work  upon  an  improved  model,  which 
fhall  unite  all  the  excellencies  of  an  almanac  to  the 
details  of  what  is  called  a  Court  Calendar  in  your 
part  of  the  world  ;  and  fhall  confequently,  belides 
the  public  affairs  in  the  different  States  of  the  Union, 
embrace  a  full  and  particular  account  of  the  fove- 
reigns  of  Europe,  their  ambaffadors  and  minifters, 
&c.  &c. 

But  as  1  defire  to  live  quietly  and  peaceably  with 
all  men,  and  to  givejufl  caufe  of  offence  to  none, 
and  am  alarmed  by  an  application  which  I  perceive 
has  been  made  by  the  French  Mini  Her,  Adet,  to 

the 
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the  Secretary  of  State  here,  complaining  that  the 
agents  of  Great  Britain  have,  in  certain  almanacs  of 
the  United  States,  been  placed  before  thofe  of 
France  and  Spain.  He  afTerts  that  the  French  Mi- 
nifters  have  always  enjoyed  the  precedency  to  thofe  cf 
England,  not  in  the  United  States  only,  but  though- 
out  the  world,  and  infills,  that  if  almanacs  arc  cor- 
retted  under  the  eyes  of  Government  here,  as  they 
are  in  other  countries  (and  as  I  svifh.  my  work  to  be), 
the  publication  in  queilion  may  lefupprejftd. 

Now,  though  Colonel  Pickering  is  not  likely  to 
comply  with  arbitrary  requefts  of  this  nature,  his 
fuccefTor  may,  and  I  may,feverely  feel  the  confe- 
quences. 

I  therefore  vvifh  to  know  how  European  almanac- 
makers,  and  European  court  correctors,  manage  this 
matter ;  what  rule  is  eflablifhed  among  civilized 
nations,  and  how  poor  T  am  to  place  the  great  ones 
of  the  earth  in  rank  and  file,  in  fuch  order  as  to  avoid 
the  vengeance,  not  of  France  only,  but  of  Spain, 
and  Batavia,  and  Britain. 

I  apply  to  you,  becaufe  I  know  you  rnuft  be 
mailer  of  the  fubjecl.  You  have  travelled  over  all 
Europe  ;  you  have  been  employed  in  diplomatic 
buiinefs  ;  you  have  paid  attention  to  little  matters  as 
well  as  great.  Do  fatisfy  me,  without  delay,  on  this 
(to  me)  important  queftion  :  Is  there  any  acknowledg 
ed  rank  among  nations  f  And  if  there  is,  what  is  it  ? 
I  remain  yourlincere  friend, 

And  obliged  fervant, 

D.  I.  P. 

ANSWER. 

DEAR  P.  London,  March  i8/A,  1797. 

Make  yourfelf  eafy  on  the  fubjecl  of  etiquette. 
Difputes  concerning  rank  among  theambaffadors  of 
different  powers,  feem  now  to  be  by  common  con- 
fen  t  avoided;  and  the  application  you  allude  to  (by 

VOL.  v,  c  c  the 
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the  French  Minifter  to  the  Secretary  of  State),  is  lo 
extremely  abfurd,  that  it  would  on  this  iide  the 
water  have  rendered  the  man  who  made  it  ridicu 
lous  for  life.  I  perfuade  myfelf  it  will  not  be  repeated 
even  on  yours. 

With  regard  to  your  queftion,  "  if  there  is  any 
acknowledged  rank  among  nations,"  1  moil  pofitive- 
]y  anfwer  it  in  the  negative.  There  is  no  fuch  acknow 
ledged  rank,  and  it  is  in  particular  falfe,  that  the 
jlrft  rank  has  ever  been  allowed  to  France. 

On  the  contrary,  the  Pope's  Nuncio,  and  the  Mi- 
niiler  of  the  Emperor,  have  uniformly  claimed  a 
priority  in  place,  and  the  Minifters  of  Spain  and 
England  have  always  aflerted  at  leaft  an  equality  in 
that  refpecl:.  The  iwjl motions,  indeed,  that  have 
been  given  to  the  Britifh  ambaffadors  for  a  hundred 
and  fifty  years  pafl  (as  I  am  informed  by  my  friend 
of  the  Paper-office),  have  exprefsly  prohibited  them 
from  acquiefcing  in  any  diftincYion  that  might  be 
conferred  on  thofe  of  France  by  a  foreign  court, 
unlefs  fuch  difiinclions  were  equally  extended  to 
themfelves. 

Within  the  prefent  century,  a  tacit  admiflion  of 
equality  appears  to  have  taken  place  among  the 
kings  and  ftates  of  Europe. 

Thus,  when  treaties  have  been  concluded,  two 
copies  have,  of  courfe,  been  written,  and  theminifter 
of  each  of  the  contracting  parties  has  ligned  his 
name,  firft  in  one  of  thefe  copies,  and  loft  in  the 
other.  This  ceremonial  has  been  obierved,  not  only 
between  the  Kings  of  Great  Britain  and  Spain,  or  of 
Great  Britain  and  France,  where  a  fort  of  equality 
may  be  fuppofcd  to  have  exifled,  but  between 
France  and  Pruilia,  France  and  Sweden,  and  other 
powers  that  ufed  to  be  claffed  in  the  fecond  or  third 
rank. 

As  to  almanacs,  I  much  doubt  if,  with  the  excep 
tion  of  the  Almanac  de  Paris,  Mont*.  Adet  could  pro 
duce 


MAY/ 1797.  387 

duce  a  fingle  compilation  of  that  kind,  in  any  other 
part  of  the  world,  in  which  the  firft  place  amongft 
fovereigns  lias  regularly  been  given  to  the  King  of 
France  ;  I  have  ieen  none  fuch. 

If  any  where,  this  partiality  might  naturally  be 
looked  for  in  Spain,  where  an  almanac  is  published 
by  the  authority  of  the  court,  and  where  a  branch  of 
the  Houfe  of  Bourbon  fits  upon  the  throne.  Yet  in 
that  court  almanac,  printed  in  Madrid,  theminifters 
of  foreign  princes  are  put  down  according  to  the 
dale  of  their  arrival.  So  that,  at  this  moment,  the 
relident  of  the  republic  of  Genoa  inuft  be  near  the 
top  of  the  lift,  and  the  ambaifador  of  France  at  the 
bottom  of  it. 

In  northern  countries  the  almanacs  generally  re 
gulate  the  place  of  princes,  and  their  ambafladors,  by 
the  order  of  the  alphabet,  fo  that  you  will  find  them 
ranged  nearly  thus  : 

DENMARK 

ENGLAND 

FRANCE 

NAPLES 

POLAND 

PORTUGAL 

PRUSSIA 

RUSSIA 

SARDINIA 

SPAIN 

SWEDEN,  &c. 

And  a  fcrupulous  almanac- maker  in  America 
would,  I  think,  do  well  to  adopt  this  impartial 
method. 

It  falls  hard,  indeed,  with  the  French,  who,  whe 
ther  we  are  called  Englijh  or  Britijk,  muft  yield  the 
fas. — But  if  they  choofe  to  alter  the  name  of  their 
country,  as  they  have  done  the  names  of  every  thing 
clfe,  and  be  pleafed  from  henbeforth  to  call  it  ^4n- 

c  e  a  throfofhagia 
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thropopJiagia  or  CanwbaI-JanJ,ihey  will  acquire  a  jufT 
claim  to  precedence  ;  I  ihould  think  it  prudent  in 
that  cafe  to  grant  it  them. 

(Signed)  L.  O.  M. 

To  D.  I.  P.  Philadelphia. 

P.  S. — A  wag  has  juft  informed  me,  that  Citizen 
Adet  was  bred  an  apothecary,  and  his  averfion  to 
being  placed  behind  another  perfon  is,  the  dread  of 
ibme  mauvalfs  flaifanterle  on  the  fubjecl:. 


MONDAY,  15th  MAY. 

Jacobin  Induflry. — In  vain,  fays  a  correfpondent, 
will  be  our  late  federal  labours,  if  by  remifihefs  and 
inattention  the  enemies  to  our  public  peace  fhould 
now  fuddenly  furprile  us.  Every  engine  is  at  work 
to  place  in  the  legiflature  men  of  anti-American 
principles.  From  fo  great  an  evil,  may  the  Almighty 
preferve  us  i  Let  all  good  citizens,  with  one  heart 
and  one  voice,  declare,  that  no  Jacobin  Jhall fit  among 
the  rulers  ;  and  it  will  be  fo,  if  they  give  an  early 
arid  punctual  attendance  at  Fanieul-hall,  to-mor 
row. 

French  Fraternity. — Captain  Appleton,  of  the 
fchooner  Cynthia,  in  writing  to  his  wife,  fays,  that 
he  was  taken  by  the  French  privateer  Catharine, 
one  Jolly  commander,  and  carried  into  St.  Martin's, 
where  the  velfel  and  cargo  were  condemned  ;  that 
he  was  treated  in  a  cruel  manner,  and  dripped  of 
every  thing  but  what  he  had  upon  his  back,  and  that 
the  crew  on  board  were  treated  in  the  fame  way.  He 
adds,  that  were  it  not  for  his  wife  and  dear  child,  he 
would  have  preferred  being  taken  by  the  Algerines. 
Mr.  Simmons,  the  mate,  who  has  returned,  corro 
borates  the  above  account  ;  he  fays,  that  the  whole 
crew  were  cruelly  treated  by  the  French,  and  that 

Captaiu 
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Captain  Appleton  was  beaten  and  drove  forward  on 
board  his  own  fchooner. 

[Even  fuch  conduct  as  this  do  our  Jacobins  juflify,] 

TUESDAY,    i6th  MAY. 

French  Hatred  of  Great  Britain. — We  can  inform 
the  public,  on  good  authority,  that  the  French  Go 
vernment  is  purfuing  its  plan  of  controlling  neutral 
nations,  to  annihilate  the  commerce  of  Great  Bri 
tain.  A  peremptory  demand  has  been  made  on  the 
Government  of  Denmark,  Hamburgh,  and  Bremen, 
to  exclude  Britifh  veflels  from  their  ports,  which  has 
been  rcfufed.  In  confequence  of  this  refutal,  the 
French  Conful  has  withdrawn  from  Hamburgh,  and 
preparations  for  defence  are  making  by  thofe  neutral 
powers  of  the  North. 

We  can  alfo  a  flu  re  the  public  that  already  have 
the  French  attempted,  through  the  agents  of  other 
nations  in  amity  with  the  United  States,  to  obtain 
an  exelufionof  Britifh  veflels  from  our  ports.  Thefe 
fa  els  lead  to  important  and  ferious  reflections. 

Men  who  think  of  diverting  the  French  from  the 
inflexible  purfuit  of  their  prefent  maxim  of  "  DeUnda 
eft  Carthago"  Britifh  commerce  mull  be  annihilated, 
will  find  themfelves  all  in  the  wrong.  No  fpecial 
Envoy  from  the  United  States,  not  even  a  Madifon 
or  a  JefFerfon,  can  perfuade  the  French  Government 
to  abandon  that  favourite  object ;  and  if  they  cannot 
fletach  the  United  States  from  their  commercial  rela 
tions  with  Great  Britain,  or  render  our  trade  lefs 
ufeful  to  that  nation,  WAR  will  be  our  portion. 
There  is  no  other  alternative,  and  no  man  will  hefi- 
tate  a  moment  to  fay,  that,fooner  than  be  compelled 
by  France  to  abandon  our  commerce,  we  will  pre 
pare  for  defence  *.  [Minerva. ~\ 

*  It  appears  (1799)  that  this  wretch  knew  precifely  the  fize  of 
federal  politics. 

c  c  3 
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WEDNESDAY,   i/lh  MAY. 

Land  Forces  of  the  Umled  States,  May  17, 
Thr  following   is  the  diftributipn  of  the  forces  of 
the  Uniied  States,  at  the  different  ppfls  : 

Otfego,  - 

Niagara,     -  124 

Prefqueifle,  -          124 

Detroit,  -         24$ 

Michillimackinac,  -         124 

Chicago,  124 

Opie,  '        -  62 

Phifcats,  124 

Mafiac,  62 

Fort  Knox,  62 

Fort  VVafhington,  62 
Pittfburg  and  Franklin,         124 

Fort  Wayne,  180 

Wai  nut  Hills,      -  -           62 

Nalches,     -  248 

S .  W .  Ter ri  tory ,  124 

Georgia,     -  370 

2286 

Which  reduces  the  franding  army  of  the 
States  to  three  regiments. 

La  Fayettes  Imprijonmeni . — Mallet  du  Pan  has 
written  a  letter  from  Berne,  under  the  date  of  No 
vember  22,  to  the  editor  of  the  Eclair,  which  is 
publiihed  at  length  in  the  paper  of  December  4.  In 
this  letter,  the  writer  cenfures  the  abufe  and  re 
proaches  call  on  the  Emperor  of  Germany,  for  the 
fevere  ufage  of  La  Fayette  and  his  affociates.  He 
declares  this  is  a  calumny.  He  fays  the  Emperor  is 
a  mild  and  humane  character,  who,  never  iince  his 
reign,  exercifed  one  of  the  barbarous  acls  laid  to  his 

charge. 
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charge.  He  declares,  "  That  La  Fayette  for  a  long 
time  enjoyed  at  Olmutz  the  utmoft  extent  of  liberty 
ever  indulged  to  any  prifoner.  His  attempt  to  efcapc 
occafioned  his  clofer  confinement  in  the  citadel.  He 
is  better  lodged,  better  fed,  better  treated  in  every 
refpett,  as  well  as  his  family,  than  you  have  ever 
been  in  the  dungeons  of  Liberty  and  of  the  holy 
Revolution." 

Curious  Advertifement.  —  Wanted,  for  a  fober  fa 
mily,  a  man  of  light  weight,  who  fears  the  Lord, 
and  can  drive  a  pair  of  horfes.  He  muft  occafionally 
wait  at  table,  join  in  houfehold  prayer,  look  after 
the  horfes,  and  read  a  chapter  in  the  Bible.  He 
mufl,  God  willing,  rife  at  feven  in  the  morning,  and 
obey  his  mafter  and  miftrefs  in  all  lawful  commands: 
if  he  can  drefs  hair,  ling  pfalms,  and  play  at  crib- 
bage,  the  more  agreeable. 

N.  B  He  muft  not  be  familiar  with  the  maid- 
fervants,  left  the  flefh  fhould  rebel  again  ft  the  fpirir, 
and  he  fhould  be  induced  to  walk  in  the  thorny  paths 
of  the  \vicked. 

Wages  fifteen  guineas  a  year.  [Farmer's 


Early  Influence  of  France  in  the  Councils  of  the 
United  States.  —  The  influence  which  the  Government 
of  France  has  endeavoured  to  maintain  in  this  coun 
try,  is  too  apparent  to  every  honeft  and  enlightened 
American  to  require  elaborate  proof.  But  the  truth 
of  the  proportion  has  been  fo  often  denied  by  the 
zealous  partifans  of  France,  and  the  adroitnefs  of  the 
ftatefmen  of  that  nation  in  acquiring  an  afcendency 
in  the  public  opinion  of  foreign  nations  is  fo  great, 
and  fo  univerfally  admitted,  that  it  may  not  be 
amifs  to  fummon  to  our  aid  the  proofs  which  have  fo 
often  been  adduced  by  writers  on  this  fubjecl:,  and 
which  cannot  be  too  deeply  engraven  on  the  mind 
fif  every  true  friend  to  his  country.  During  the  war 
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in  which  we  were  allies  with  France  againfr.  Great 
Britain,  a  fenfe  of  common  intereft,  a  belief  that 
the  aid  of  France  was  ufeful  to  us  in  a  con- 
tefl  highly  momentous  to  America,  and,  above 
all,  a  generous  confidence  peculiar  to  our  national 
character,  forbade  us  to  harbour  any  fufpicions  of  a 
gallant  nation,  whofe  foldiers  were  fighting  at  our 
ndes.  The  citizens  of  America  not  immediately  in 
adminiftration  had  no  opportunities  of  obferving  the 
artful  Machiavelian  policy  of  the  King  of  France, 
and  his  favourite  Minifter.  Vergennes,  in  attempt 
ing  to  gain  a  flrong  footing  in  the  fupreme  Legiila- 
ture,  and  with  our  foreign  Minifters.  In  a  war,  in 
which  an  infant  nation  was  Itrqggling  againft  its 
parent  ftate,  in  which  debility  and  inexperience  were 
oppofed  to  Herculean  force  and  energetic  councils, 
in  a  war,  in  which  the  fears  and  anxiety  of  the  peo 
ple  were  conftantly  on  the  ftretch,  it  would  have 
been  the  worft  policy  to  have  expofed  the  intrigues 
and  artifices  of  our  moll  powerful  ally. 

But  it  is  a  well-known  fa c?t,  hitherto  uncontefted, 
in  its  nature  indifputable,  and  one  that  1  have  al- 
ways  thought  fnould  have  been  earlier  made  public, 
that  the  intrigues  and  influence  of  the  French  court 
in  the  Congrefs  of  the  United  States,  and  with  a 
certain  American  Minifier  refident  in  France,  were 
fo  great  and  io  palpable  as  to  alarm  thehoneit  itatef- 
jnen  of  that  day,  and  to  oblige  them  to  exert  their 
utmoft  talents  to  counteract  their  effecls.  If  it 
would. he  fair  to  call  as  witnefles  before  the  tribunal 
of  the  public,  many  who  are  ft  ill  at  the  helm,  and 
who  were  per  fon  ally"  acquainted  with  the  facls,  I 
could  fummon  a  holt  whom  the  virulent  democrat 
would  not  feel  difpofed  to  difcredit.  I  fhoqld  not 
confine  myfelf  to  the  venerable  Samuel  Adams, 
J.  Adams,  Dana,  Jay,  Gerry,  and  the  northern 
delegation  ;  but  I  would  confront  them  with  the 
Lees,  Livingfions,  Macjifpn,  Jefferfon,  and  othejr 
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enlightened  ftatefmen  from  the  fouthern  {fates.  But 
as  furh  a  collifion  might  recall  fome  unpleafant 
reflections,  and  as  my  object  is  to  fmooth  afperfions, 
rather  than  increafe  them,  I  willingly  forbear.  Pub- 
lie  records  are,  by  many  perfons,  etfeemed  of  higher 
authority  than  any  evidence  derived  from  oral  teiti- 
mony  ;  to  fuch  I  would  refer,  as  proofs  of  my  affer- 
tjons,  the  Journals  of  Congrefs,  both  public  and 
private  ;  in  the  courfe  of  which  will  be  found  mul 
tiplied  examples  of  motions,  votes,  and  refolutions, 
Always  brought  forward  by  the  fame  characters,  and 
invariably  favouring  the  views  and  objecls  of  France 
in  contradiftinclion  to  thofe  of  our  own  country : 
the  moft  eminently  difgraceful  of  which  I  cannot 
refrain  from  mentioning,  although  it  has  been  fre 
quently  adduced  by  able  pens.  I  allude  to  a  refolu- 
tion  paired  in  Congrefs,  directing  our  ambaffadors 
to  take  no  fteps  relative  to  peace  without  firil  con- 
fulting  and  having  the  approbation  of  the  Prime 
Mtnifter  of  France.  Happily  for  this  country,  the 
fpirit  and  good  fenfe  of  our  miniilers  led  them  to 
difregard  a  relblution  originating,  as  they  well  knew, 
in  the  fecret  intrigues  and  private  influence  of  the 
French  court,  and  breaking  through  the  fetters  at 
the  rilk  of  their  lives  and  fortunes,  they  obtained 
for  their  country  an  honourable  peace,  and  for 
themfslves  immortal  fame.  The  treaty  of  amity 
and  commerce,  and  the  confular  convention  with 
France,  are  public  a  els  which  carry  on  the  face  of 
them  incontestable  evidence,  and  have  in  their  ef 
fects,  afforded  the  mod  painful  proofs  of  the  influ 
ence  under  which  they  were  made.  The  former  of 
thefe  instruments  was  made  under  the  aufpices  of 
Franklin,  Deane,  and  Lee,  and  the  latter  under  thofe 
of  Mr.  JefTerfon  alone.  By  the  flrft,  France  fecured 
to  herfelf  our  important  and  growing  trade,  and  in 
tended  to  retain  the  power  of  hampering  and  re 
training  it.  She  has  cunningly  referred  to  herfelf 

the 
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the  right  in  all  events  of  the  fifheries  on  the  hanks 
of  Newfoundland ;  but  in  the  event  of  her  con 
quering  that  ifland,  we  were  to  he  excluded,  and 
our  fhips  liable  to  confifcation  if  they  are  found 
filrnng  there.  When  firit  made,  this  treaty  contained 
two  articles  (No.  XL  and  XII.) ,  which  even  the 
French  partifans  had  not  the  hardihood  to  defend, 
and  which  Congrefs  indignantly  refcinded,  as  top 
humiliating  for  an  independent  nation, 

By  the  confular  convention,  France  effected  what 
was  the  darling  wifh  of  their  politic  rniniilry,  the 
legal  eftablifhment  of  privileged  fpies. 

It  will  not  be  pretended  that  her  trade  at  that  time 
required  fo  expenfive  an  eftablifhment. 

Independent  and  unheard-of  powers,  judicial  and 
executive,  were  given  to  confuls,  who  had  hitherto 
been  viewed  merely  as  commercial  agents. 

The  Deftruclion  of  Great  Britain,  the  great  Object 
of  French  Politics. — The  defign  of  the  French  ty 
rants  to  diforganize  and  give  law  to  all  the  govern 
ments  of  Europe,  is  now  fo  manifeft,  that  he  who  Itill 
doubts,  muft  have  read  the  public  papers  to  very 
little  account.  Their  conduct  difplays  this  wicked 
and  ambitious  character  more  and  more  clearly  every 
year.  Their  hypocritical  pretexts  are  all  expofed, 
and  there  is  now  but  one  opinion  refpecling  them, 
in  the  minds  of  almoft  all  men,  on  both  lides  of 
the  Atlantic.  But  this  dominion  over  Europe  can 
not  be  effected,  without  firft  obtaining  a  predomi 
nant  influence  in  the  councils  of  America  ;  fo  far 
at  lea  ft,  as  relates  to  Great  Britain,  whole  power 
has  ever  been,  and  I  hope  ever  will  be,  an  infur-- 
inountable  barrier  to  their  ambitious  fchemes.  This 
power  once  reduced,  farewell  to  the  boafrcd  inde 
pendence  of  thefe  States,  as  well  as  the  freedom  of 
Europe. 

Every  real  friend  of  humanity  mufi  contemplate 
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fchemes,  even  at  a  diftance,  with  abhorrence, 
and  rejoice  at  their  defeat ;  but  when  he  fees  them 
{well  and  extend,  to  the  fubjugation  of  his  own 
country,  he  muft  be  either  a  fool,  or  fomcthing 
worfe,  if  he  does  not  feel  indignation  enough, 
to  oppole  them  with  all  his  might.  However  un 
concerned  a  man  may  be,  about  the  fate  of  the  Bri- 
tiih  empire,  fuppofe  he  could  even  view  its  fall  with 
the  fang-froid  of  a  Jacobin  ;  ftill,  if  it  involved  his 
pwn  ruin,  intereft  alone  would  awaken  his  anxiety, 
and  call  forth  fome  exertions  to  prevent  it. 

Such  then  is  the  prefent  awful  criiis  of  affairs. 
The  conducl  of  France  towards  neutral  nations,  and 
the  United  States  in  particular,  is  all  direcled  to  this 
one  point :  To  invade  trje  rights  and  liberties  of  all 
the  world,  in  order  to  ruin  the  commerce  of  Great 
Britain,  and  to  procure  the  means  of  continuing  a 
war  of  fubjugation.  Let  the  vile  Jacobins  attempt 
to  qualify  or  extenuate  French  piracies  as  they 
pleafe,  for  their  own  amufement,  or  the  deception 
pf  their  mafters ;  their  efforts  can  have  no  other  efFe6b 
on  their  fellow-citizens,  than  to  produce  more  uni- 
verfal  detcflation,  and  the  more  fpeedy  vengeance  of 
infulted  freemen.  The  public  mind  is  made  up : 
\ve  fee,  with  the  clearnefs  of  a  dernonftration,  that, 
to  accomplilh  their  atrocious  purpofe  againft  Great 
Britain,  the  French  are  aiming  a  mortal  flroke  at 
our  honour  and  our  independence.  Their  nefarious 
plan  is,  to  force  us  to  violate  a  treaty  we  have  re 
cently  contracted,  and  to  render  American  faith  a 
proverb  of  infamy  :  as  they  well  know  that,  without 
this  abominable  regeneration,  we  lhall  not  be  fit 
fubjecls  for  their  fraternal  embraces. 

As  the  friends  of  humanity  and  of  peace,  we  have 
done  much  to  avert  a  war;  we  have  borne  long  ;  we 
nave  remonflrated  again  and  again  ;  until  at  length 
our  enemies  have  refuted  even  to  grant  us  a  hearing. 
To  flop  our  complaints,  they  have  had  the  impu- 
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dence  to  accufe  the  United  States  of  being  thtt 
aggrefTors,  and  to  fay  that  they  are  only  punifhing 
us  for  our  offences.  This  is  the  wolfifh  reafoning 
they  condefcend  to  offer  to  a  nation  which  they  out 
raged  by  innumerable  robberies  and  infults,  but 
which  they  look  upon  as  a  feeble  unren*  fling  prey. 

Not  fatisfied  with  infulting  our  under ftandingSj 
with  their  own  frivolousand  fidtitiousallegations,they 
have  now  brought  forward  one  of  their  fatellites,  the 
magnanimous  Spaniard,  to  infult  us  likewjfe.  As  they 
had  forced  every  nation  in  Europe,  as  far  as  their, 
arms  extended,  into  a  direct  or  indirect  war  with 
Great  Britain,  fo  have  they  now  compelled  his  Ca-< 
tholic  Majefly  to  ferond  their  defigns  againfl  Ame 
rica.  The  obfeqiiious  King  has  told  us,  doubtleis 
as  he  was  commanded  by  his  mafiers,  that  we  have 
offended  him,  alfo,  by  making  a  treaty  with  Great 
Britain.  So  that,  unlefs  we  choofe  to  fend  France  a 
farte  blanche,  and  employ  fome  gracious  envoy  to 
deliver  it,  I  much  fear  we  fhall  have  as  many  ene-r 
rnies  as  King  George  and  his  Minifter  Pitt,  in  a  very 
fhort  time.  The  once  high  and  mighty  States  of 
Holland  will  come  forward  next  with  their  com? 
plaints  ;  and  they  will  be  followed,  in  courfe,  by  the 
Duke  of  Tufcany,  the  Kings  of  Sardinia  and  Naples, 
his  Holinefs  the  Pope,  and  1  don't  know  how  many 
more.  We  fhall  either  have  to  fight  them  all,  or 
to  beg  their  pardon,  for  fome  fecret  fins,  fome  un 
known  offences,  which  thefe  rafcally  Frenchmen 
will  put  into  their  mouths. 

But  before  this  hofl  of  enemies  attack  us  in  a 
body,  I  think  it  will  be  belt  for  us  to  refolve  what 
to  do  with  the  former  two.  There  is  no  doubt  that 
they  are  acling  in  concert,  and  have  one  and  the 
fame  object  in  view  ;  the  infernal  Britifh  treaty  is 
ftill  the  burden  of  their  fong.  Are  we  willing  to 
furrender  our  independence,  and  our  right,  as  a  fo- 
vereigu  ftate^  of  making  treaties,  when  and  with 
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\vriom  we  pleafe  ?  I  believe  that  there  is  not  a  fingle 
American,  who  has  the  fmalleft  tincture  of  genuine 
fpirit,  but  is  roufed  even  by  the  queftion,  and  who 
will  not  immediately  anfwer,  No.  Are  we  able  to 
vindicate  this  right  againft  the  force  of  France  and 
Spain  united,  without  the  aid  of  fome  powerful  ally  ? 
No.  Then,  as  we  have  enemies  to  deal  with,  who  will 
not  compromife,  we  have  but  one  choice  ;  which  is, 
to  conclude  an  alliance,  or  fome  fpecial  compadt, 
with  Great  Britain,  on  the  beft  terms  we  can  ;  and 
I  fee  no  reafon  to  doubt  that  it  may  be  formed  on 
terms  equally  honourable  and  advantageous  to  both 
countries. 

This  is  the  natural  alliance  of  America,  which 
muft  and  will  take  place,  if  not  at  this,  at  fome  pe 
riod  not  very  diftant,  in  fpite  of  the  perverfe  or  mif- 
taken  oppoiition  of  all  its  enemies.  "  Men  are  irre- 
<e  fiftibly  led  to  affociate,"  fays  an  eminent  philofo- 
pher,  "  by  refemblances,  by  conformities,  by  fym- 
"  pathies.  It  is  with  nations  as  with  individuals  : 
<c  nothing  is  fo  ftrong  a  tie  between  nation  and 
*e  nation,  as  a  correfpondence  in  laws,  cuftoms, 
"  manners,  and  habits  in  life  :  they  have  more  than 
"  the  force  of  treaties  in  themfelves  :  they  are  obli- 
"  gations  written  in  the  heart.  The  fecret,  unfeen, 
*c  but  irrefragable  bond  of  habitual  intercourfe,  ap- 
"  proximates  men  without  their  knowledge,  and 
t(  holds  them  together,  even  when  their  litigious 
"  and  perverfe  nature  fets  them  to  equivocate, 
f:  fcuffle,  and  fight,  about  the  terms  of  their  written 
"  contracts."  On  this  text  our  treaty  with  France 
affords  the  moft  inftrudlive  comment.  Nothing  could 
exhibit  a  more  complete  fiction  of  amity  ;  the  con- 
tracl  that  was  formed,  was  equally  liberal,  and  at 
xirft  plealing  to  both  parties :  but  there  was  no  moral 
refemblance,  to  bind  them  together  :  they  were  per- 
fartly  heterogeneous,  and  it  would  have  taken  many 
generations  of  peace  to  eftablilli  a  tolerable  har 
mony. 
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m  ony.  During  the  found  and  honourable  period  of 
the  alliance,  there  was  little  more  than  a  grimace  of 
friendfhip  preferved  ;  but  in  its  laft  and  memorable 
ftate,  it  has  been  nothing  but  a  perpetual  conflict  of 
difcordant  parts ;  indignant  nature  has  at  length 
ariien,  and,  to  alTert  her  violated  rights,  has  fnapped 
the  band  afunder.  Thus  have  we  been  fnatched  by 
the  interpoiition  of  Providence  from  the  embraces  of 
a  harlot,  that  have  been  fatal,  without  a  iingle  ex 
ception,  to  all  her  paramours — and  if,  regardlefs  of 
this  leffon  of  experience,  we  fufrer  ourfelves  to  be 
enfnared  again,  we  iliall  merit  all  the  evils  we  may 
fuffer. 

I  know  what  the  noify  Jacobins  will  fay  ;  What  ! 
fhall  we  form  an  alliance  with  a  nation  that  waged 
a  leven  year's  war  againft  us  ;  that  burnt  our  towns, 
and  flew  our  countrymen  ?  Yes,  if  our  prefent  necef- 
lities  require  tuch  a  league,  although  the  peace  was 
concluded  but  yefterday.  But  the  conteft  has  been 
over  tliefe  fourteen  years  ;  the  feparation  in  govern 
ment  is  now  irrevocably  fixed  ;  and  nothing  but  the 
malignant  forcery  of  a  Jacobin  can  call  up  ghofis 
long  lince  departed,  to  thrill  our  blood  with  fears,  op 
prevent  an  union  for  common  defence. 

Although  I  have  recommended  for  the  difeafe  of 
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the  ft  ate,  with  the  ufual  confidence  of  an  empiric, 
1  fhall  be  glad,  neverthelefs,  to  fee  the  prefcriptions 
of  any  of  ray  brother-quacks.  Some  of  them,  it  is 
probable,  inftead  of  the  exciiion-knife  which  1  have 
propofed,  will  prefcribe  a  milder  treatment,  perhaps 
another  and  a  ftronger  dofe  of  humiliation,  in 
the  form  of  an  envoy  extraordinary ;  while  others 
again,  like  bolder  practitioners,  may  propofe  ftarv- 
ing  the  dilorder  by  means  of  an  embargo.  Neither 
would  remove  the  caufe  of  complaint  :  the  latter 
might  have  fome  temporary  effect,  if  it  could  be 
confined  to  the  offending  part  only  ;  but  if  by  an 
embargo  thefe  gentlemen  mean  to  ftarve  ourfelves 
2  as 
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as  well  as  our  enemies,  I  will  difagree  with  them  in 
toto.  There  are,  I  know,  at  lead  two  hundred 
thoufand  of  my  fellow-citizens,  for  whofe  lives  I 
have  a  great  regard,  that  could  not  furvive  fuch  a 
rude  procefs ;  and  about  two  hundred  thoufand 
more,  whom  it  would  infallibly  bring  to  death's 
door  :  befldes  an  equal  number,  at  lead,  that,  dur 
ing  the  operation,  would  run  ftark  flaring  mad 
through  every  part  of  the  Union.  And  fhould  the 
enemy,  while  all  this  is  doing,  flip  in  at  a  back 
door,  and  attack  us,  when  a  part  of  the  inhabitants 
will  be  walking  ghofls,  and  another  part  crazy 
enough  to  join  them,  the  Lord  have  mercy  upon  us! 


THURSDAY,  i8th  MAY. 

Baches  Bow  Wow. — The  public  mull  have  ob- 
ferved  how  artfully,  how  bafely,  this  fpaniel  has 
been  fawning  on  the  Preiident  for  fome  time  part 
He  and  his  correfpondents  pretended  they  had  been 
deceived  in  John  Adams  ;  inilead  of  an  ariflocrat,  as 
they  had  fuppofed  him  to  be,  they  found  him  "a 
*'  good  practical  republican,  and  recommended  to 
<c  their  readers  to  confult  his  conduct  and  not  his 
u  book"  They  difcovered  too,  that  he  had  been 
groflly  ill  ufed  by  the  Admin  iftration  of  General 
Wafhington,  who  never  admitted  him  to  any  of 
their  fecrets,  and  who  really  wi/hed  and  endeavoured 
to  prevent  Ms  being  eletted  !  Now,  after  all  this,  who, 
that  does  not  know  JBache,  would  have  imagined 
that  he  would  tack  about,  all  at  once,  and  repreferit 
this  very  "  practical  republican"  as  the  tool  of  a 
Britifh  faction  ?  Who  would  have  imagined,  that 
there  was  a  wretch  in  existence  capable  of  fiicii 
barefaced  bafenefs  ? 

The  following  paragraph  appeared  in  his  paper 
of  yefterday  morning  : 

"  A  correfpondent  would  be  glad  to  know  whether 

"  the 
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"  the  fpeech  delivered yejlerday  was  from  the  Reprt* 
fc  fen  tat  he  of  the  American  people,  or  whether  it  was 
"  delivered  by  fome  alien  ih  difguife?  Such  was  it 3 
"  temper,  that  it  would  licenfe  a  conjecture,  that  fome 
"  foreign  mimfter  had  intruded  himjelf  by  fome  fort  of 
"  legerdemain,  info  the  place  of  the  Prejident  of  the 
66  United  States."9 

This  was  by  way  of  preparative  :  to-day  morning 
the  Aurora  feems  determined  to  fhow,  that  fhe  has 
not  loll  the  malicious  fpirtt,  by  which  fhe  has  fo  long 
been  diftinguifhed,  and  that  her  old  correfpondents 
have  not  for  fake  n  her. 

"  Corrcfpondent  ist.  The Britifh have  already  thrown 
*'  the  gauntlet,  and  as  they  have  given  the  fignal 
"  of  hofiility,  fhame  on  the  coward  heart  that  re- 
"  fufes  to  take  it  up  !  It  was  expected  that  they 
*c  would  have  afirimed  a  virtue  if  they  had  it  not, 
*<  and,  in  the  preient  critical  ftate  of  public  affairs, 
"  that  they  would  have  aimed  at  conciliation  in- 
«'  ftead  of  irritation.  But  the  facl:  is  otherwife : 
"  they  fcem  determined  to  meafure  fwords,  and  it 
ce  is  to  be  hoped  the  republicans  will  fhow  the  true 
"  temper  ot'  theirs  and  their  fkill  in  the  management 
"  ot  them. 

66  The  opening  of  Congrefs  augurs  ill.  The  firft 
"  fiep  of  certain  members  was  to  difplace  an  officer 
"  of  capacity,  fidelity,  and  integrity,  who  has 
ft  ferved  in  that  flation  for  eight  years.  Not  a 
"  whifper  of  mifcondu6t  or  incapacity  has  ever  gone 
*c  forth  againfthim,  and  yet  he  has  been  fuperfeded 
"  — and  why  ?  Becaufe  he  has  acted  like  a  freeman, 
<e  according  to  his  own  conference  and  the  diclates 
u  of  his  ovvn  underftanding  ;  becaufe  he  was  not  a 
"  tool  of  faction,  but  would  think  and  ad\  for  hirn- 
"  felf.  Is  this  the  treatment  a  faithful  fervant  of  the 
"  public  is  to  receive  becaufe  he  has  an  opinion  of 
"  his  own  ?" 

The  firlt  of  thefe  paragraphs  we  might  have  found 
2  fome 
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fome  difficulty  in  tracing  to  its  fourcc,  but  the  fecond 
proves  them  both  to  be  a  commencement  to  that  fe- 
ries  of  lucubrations  which  we  may  now,  reafonably 
hope  for  from  the  leifure  hours  of  the  poor  difap- 
pointcd  "  CALM  OBSERVER/'  His  debut  is  not  amifs  ; 
but  I  would  have  him  be  cautious  how  he  talks 
about  not  being  "  a  tooloffaflion"  or  I  fhall  be  ob 
liged  to  a  lie  him  #/  whofe  houfe  Adet  and  his  friends  ufed 
to  meet,  and  hold  their  confultations  for  enfuring  the 
election  of  Mr.  Jefferfon. 

"  Correfpondent  zd.  It  is  not  to  be  wondered  at 
<c  that  the  Britifh  Minifter  was  fo  well  pleafed  as  to 
cc  have  a  confiant  fmile  on  his  countenance  during 
cc  the  delivery  of  the  war-fpeech  by  Mr.  Adams.  It 
<l  appeared  to  be  an  agreeable  furprife  to  him,  and 
"  therefore  he  could  not  have  been  confulted  on  the 
"  occafion." 

I  am  not  certain  whether  the  Britifh  Minirler 
fmiled  during  the  war-fpeech,  or  not  ;  but  if  he  did 
not,  I  know  the  fpeech  had  a  different  effecl  on 
him  from  what  it  had  on  me,  and  on  every  real 
friend  to  the  independence  of  America.  Few  peo 
ple,  except  the  democrats,  were  bafe  enough  to  con 
ceive  it  poffible  that  John  Adams  would  crouch 
down  at  the  feet  of  the  Parifian  defpots ;  yet  many 
were  agreeably  furprifed  at  the  decided  and  refolute 
tone  of  his  fpeech.  It  breathes  what  every  good 
man  wifhed  to  hear,  but  what  few  had  the  courage 
to  utter.  No  fpeech  delivered  within  the  walls  of 
Congrefs  ever  met  with  fo  warm  aad  fo  univerfal  ap 
probation. 

te  Correfpondent  %d. — From  the  temper  which  a 
"  great  man  fhowed  in  his  fpeech  on  Tuefday  to  a 
"  great  afTembly,  we.  are  unavoidably  led  to  believe 
<c  that  his  men  Timothy  and  Oliver  have  fed  him 
cc  upon  pepper-pot  thefe  three  weeks  pafr,  in  order  to 
"  bring  his  nerves  to  a  proper  Antigallican  tone. 
"  The  effects  which  aromatics  or  high  feafoned  food 
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"  produce  upon  a  cold  northern  conftitution  every 
"  quack  can  tell." 

"  A  great  man  and  a  great  affembly !" — Blefs  us  ! 
how  cautious  we  have  grown  of  late  !  It  did  not  ufc 
to  be  thus  during  former  feffions  of  Congrefs. 
One  may  fee  that  the  faclion  is  completely  fallen  by 
their  mild  manner  of  expreffing  thernielves :  they  are 
always  boifterous  and  infolent  in  the  hour  of  fuccefs, 
or  when  they  have  a  hope  of  fuccefs  before  them  ; 
but  the  unroofting  of  the  "  Calm  Obferver"  feemsto 
have  disheartened  them  ;  their  lungs  are  grown  weak 
all  at  once,  and  they  talk  as  if  their  teeth  were 
knocked  out.  They  may  talk  and  puff  away 
about  <c  taking  up  the  gauntlet ;"  no  gauntlet  will 
they  take  up  :  the  Preli dent's  fpeech  has  already  be 
numbed  them,  and  I  truit  the  anfwer  of  Congrefs 
will  freeze  them  as  ftifTas  an  icicle. 

FRIDAY,   19th  MAY. 

BeckJcy. — As  various  reports  will  get  abroad  re- 
fpecling  the  fracas  that  took  place  at  my  fhop  this 
morning  between  me  and  Beckley,  late  Clerk  to  the 
Houfe  of  Representatives,  I  think  proper  to  give  the 
public  a  faithful  account  of  it. 

Beckley  put  a  paper  into  my  hands,  containing 
fomething  about  a  defence  of  his  conduct  on  a  parti 
cular  occanon,  while  clerk.  I  read  it.  When  I  had 
.done  fo,.  he  told  me  he  fhould  expect  to  fee  it 
in  my  paper  this  evening  ;  to  which  I  replied,  that 
things  of  greater  confequence  would  engrofs  the 
whole  of  the  paper  this  day  ;  that,  therefore,  it  could 
not  appear,  and  if  it  could,  it  fhould  not  j  but  that, 
to-rnorrovv,  it  could,  and  fhould  appear. 

As  no  objection  could  be  made  to  this,  Beckley 
made,  none;  but  he  had  the  aflurance  to  tell  me, 
that  if  I  took  any  more  liberties  with  his  name  he 
would  horfewhip  me !  This  lie  accompanied  with  a 

poilure 
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pofture  as  menacing  as  his  poor  emaciated  frame 
could  poffibly  alTume.  I  replied,  that  I  was  re- 
folved  to  take  ju ft  what  liberties  with  his  name  I 
thought  proper,  and  invited  him  to  come  immedi 
ately  into  the  ftreet,  and  put  his  threat  of  chaftife- 
ment  into  execution.  Finding  him  hang  back,  it 
Itruck  me  that  he  might  be  afhamed  to  fhow  his  bare 
bone  to  the  populace,  which  were  gathering  about 
the  houfe:  I  therefore  propofed  to  him  to  go  back  into 
my  garden,  and  bring  his  friend  with  him.  He  now 
bethought  himfelf  (tor  the  firft  time)  that  I  was  a 
"  fcoundrel  beneath  his  notice." — To  this  1  replied, 
that  he  was  "  a  damned  fcoundrel,''  and  dared  him 
(which  I  now  do  again)  to  a  comparifon  between 
our  characters,  adding,  that  I  owed  nobody  any 
thing.  The  reft  of  the  converfation  would  be 
very  unedifying,  as  it  confirmed  almoft  entirely  of  a 
mutual  exchange  of  abufive  names  and  epithets, 
of  high-toned  threats  on  his  part,  and  of  contemptu 
ous  defiance  on  mine. 

It  will  be  obferved  (and  the  number  of  witnefles 
precludes  the  poflibility  of  a  denial)  thatBeckley  was 
the  aggreflbr,  both  in  threats  of  violence  and  in 
abuiive  language.  I  ana  fully  perfuaded  that  his  in 
tention  was  to  provoke  me  to  itrike  him,  and  this 
opinion  is  corroborated  by  his  having  two  or  three 
pcrfons  with  him.  I  certainly  did  feel  an  almoft  ir- 
refiftible  temptation  to  kick  him  into  the  ftreet ;  but  I 
luckily  forbore,  and  he  went  off  with  no  more  fatif- 
faclion  than  the  miferable  one  of  being  called  "  a 
damned  fcoundrel/' 

Gallo- Americans. — The  late  fuccefles  of  the  French 
in  Italy  were  celebrated  at  Kenlington,  near  Phila 
delphia,  by  a  junto  of  Gallo- Americans,  who,  in  the 
red  tide  of-Kterty,  in  the   flowing  bumper  of  Buo- 
i>  &  2  naparte, 
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naparte,  wafhed  away  diicretion  and  the  image  of 
their  native  country  *. 

SATURDAY,  20th  MAY. 

Jefferfon. To  THOMAS  JEFFERSON,  Efquire,  Vice- 

Prefident  of  the  United  States,  and  Prefident  of 

the  Senate. 
SIR, 

Your  arrival  at  the  feat  of  government  immedi 
ately  after  the  publication  of  a  letter  faid  to  be  writ 
ten  by  you  to  your  friend  Mazzei  in  Italy,  affords 
you  a  fair  opportunity  of  doing  av\ay  any  bad  im- 
preffion  refpecling  your  characler,  which  the  falfely 
afcribing  to  you  improper  fentiments  may  hitherto 
have  occalioned.  For  the  honour  of  the  American 
name  I  would  wifli  the  letter  to  be  a  forgery,  al 
though  I  muft  confels,  that  your  lilence  upon  the 
fubjecl,  and  the  conduct  of  that  party  with  which 
you  appear  at  prefent  to  a6l,  leaves  but  little  pro 
bability  of  its  not  having  proceeded  from  your  pen. 
Jf  it  is  not  your  production,  an  explicit  difavowal 
of  it  appears  incumbent  on  you,  for  feveral  rea- 
fons. 

i.  Becaufe  it  implies  a  contradiction  of  thofe  fen 
timents  refpecling  our  excellent  conftitution,  which 
you  have  formerly  held  before  a  difappointed  ambi 
tion  threw  you  into  the  hands  of  a  defperate  faclion, 
by  whofe  means  you  expected,  no  doubt,  to  have 
lilled  the  firft:  office  of  our  government. 


*  After  a  thoufand  more  inftances  of  the  atrocity  of  the  French 
Republic,  which  have  happened  fince  the  date  of  the  above-men 
tioned  fail,  there  are  itiil  fome  Americans  who  have  a  hearty 
friendship  for  her,  and  who  deplore  her  recent  defeats,  as 
much  as  they  formerly  rejoiced  at  her  fuccefTes :  and  this,  in 
defpite  of  common  decency,  as  well  as  the  iniereft  and  honour  of 
their  own  country. 

4.  a.  Becaufe 
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2.  fcecaufe  it  is  a  direcl  libel  on  the  character  of 
tbofe  men,  whom  the  choice  of  a  free  people  called 
to  the  exercife  of  the  executive  and  judiciary  powers 
of  our  government  :   And, 

3.  B-.'-caufe  its  publication  in  a  country  from  whofe 
government  and  citizens  we  have  met  with  every 
kind  of  injury  and  infult,  has  a  tendency  to  encou 
rage  a  continuance  of  fuch  conduct  in  our  allies, 
from  a  perfuafion  that  our  internal  lituation  would 
admit  of  its  exercife  with  impunity. 

You  ftated  truly  when  you  reprefented  all  our  pro 
prietors  of  land  as  friendly  to  republican  principles; 
and  if  you  had  gone  further,  and  declared  all  our  na 
tive  citizens  as  faithful  to  the  government  they  had 
formed,  and  difpofed  to  defend  their  rights  as  an  in 
dependent  nation  from  the  infidious  attacks  of  foreign 
foes,  you  would  have  run  no  riik  of  a  contradic 
tion.  It  is  to  be  fure,  unfortunate  for  the  ancient  do 
minion  of  Virginia,  that  the  names  of  the  late  fecretary 
Randolph,  Giles,  Madifon,  Munroe,  andyourfelf,  are 
found  in  its  rolls  of  citizens;  but  whilfl  fhepoflefles 
the  Moved  Wafhington,  and  the  memory  of  his  great 
achievements  and  illuftrious  character  is  cherifhed 
by  Americans,  thofe  names,  like  fpecks  upon  the 
fun's  difk,  will  be  but  traniiently  obferved,  and  de 
tract  but  inconliderably  from  her  luftre.  But  it  pro 
bably  fuited  your  purpofe  better  to  fay,  "  Our  politi- 
<c  cal  fituation  is  prodigioufly  changed  iince  you  left 
*c  us.  Inftead  of  that  noble  love  of  liberty,  and  that 
"  republican  government,  which  carried  us  triumph- 
"  antly  through  the  dangers  of  the  war,  an  Anglo- 
cc  monarchico-ariftocratic  party  has  arifen.  Their 
"  avowed  object  is  to  impofe  on  us  the  fubftance, 
"as  they  have  already  given  us  the  form  of  the 
"  Britiih  government.  Neverthelefs  the  principal 
16  body  of  our  citizens  remained  faithful  to  republi- 
<c  can  principles.  All  our  proprietors  of  lands  are 
"  friendly  to  thofe  principles,  as  allb  the  mafs  of 
D  D  3  "  men 
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"  men  of  talents.  We  have  againlt  us  (republicans) 
"  the  executive  power,  the  judiciary  power  (two  of 
"  the  three  branches  of  our  Government)  all  the 
66  officers  of  Government,  all  who  are  feeking 
"  offices,  all  timid  men  who  prefer  the  calm  of  Def- 
"  potifm  to  the  tempefiuous  fea  of  Liberty,  the  Bri- 
"  tifh  merchants,  and  the  Americans  who  trade  on 
"  Britifh  capitals,  the  {peculators,  perfons  inte- 
"  retted  in  the  banks  and  public  funds  (eftablifh- 
"  ments  invented  with  views  of  corruption,  and  to  afr 
<c  fimilate  us  to  the  Britifh  model  in  all  its  corrupt 
"  parts)." 

Slippering  for  an  inftant,  what  I  can  by  no  means 
admit,  that  Inch  is  the  prefent  fituation  of  our  coun^ 
tp  ;  i*  it,  Sir.  the  part  of  a  friend  to  his  country, 
is'it  th'  part  of  a  citizen,  who  had  been  frequently 
entrulled  wi?b  the  management  of  public  concerns^ 
thus  to  cxpofe  the  failings  of  his  brethren,  the  weak 
and  vulnerable  part  of  his  native  land,  to  a  prattling 
foreign. T,  whofe  felf -confequence  and  pride,  ab- 
fimded  from  any  other  motive,  might  induce 
him  to  make  an  improper  ufe  of  this,  at  leail  very 
imprudent,  confidence  ?  We  have  not  forgotten 
the  fine  theme  which  the  precious  confeJJIons  of  your 
countryman  Randolph  furnifhed  to  a  former  French 
Miniiter ;  and  we  can  readily  conceive  that  your 
letter,  under  the  improving  hand  of  an  intriguing 
Italian,  may  prove  the  fource  of  accumulating  evil 
to  the  United  States.  Have  we  not  repeatedly  fhown 
our  attachment  to  the  caufe  of  liberty  and  to  France  ? 
— Did  we  not  exert  every  mufcle,  Itrain  every  nerve, 
to  afTiil  her  in  eftabliihing  her  right  to  make  her  own 
form  of  government  untrammelled  by  the  will  of 
other  nations  ? — and  that  too,  when  thofe  who  now 
bafely  fawn  by  her  fide,  and  ignominioufly  lick  the 
duft  from  her  feet,  were  foremoft  in  their  opposition 
to  the  regeneration  of  a  numerous  people.  Did  we 
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not,  for  a  long  time,  patiently  bear  with  the  cring 
ing  infolence  of  Genet,  the  impertinent  fuggeftions 
ofFauchet,  and  the  dark  and  infidious  manoeuvres 
of  Adet,  without  fhowing  any  intemperance  of  con 
duct  at  their  behaviour,  or  ceafing  our  good  offices 
to  their  nation,  or  their  compatriots  ?  True  it  is,  Sir, 
that  the  feeble  attempts  of  a  riling  republic,  with 
out  a  navy,  or  large  Handing  army,  could  be  of 
little  fervice  in  battle  to  either  of  the  contending  par 
ties.  Of  this,  in  the  commencement  of  her  Itrugglc, 
France  feemed  fully  fenfible  ;  and  was  aware  of  the 
Advantage  to  be  derived  from  our  remaining  neutral. 
And  is  it  for  this  we  are  charged  by  you  with  ingra 
titude  and  injuftice  ?  and  are  thofe  men,  whom  you 
once  thought  Solomons  in  council,  and  Sampfons  in  com 
bat,  for  this  to  be  Branded  by  you  with  the  name  of 
apoftates  ? 

But  I  am,  perhaps,  intruding  upon  your  time,  and 
taking  up  fome  moments  which  might  be  more  pro 
fitably  employed  in  attention  to  public  affairs ;  I 
ilia  11,  therefore,  clofe  this  letter  with  a  \vilh,  that  if 
the  writing  afcribed  to  you  is  fpurious,  it  may  be  dil- 
owned.  In  doing  this  you  will  render  a  juilice  due 
to  yourfelf,  and  oblige  many  of  your  fellow-citizens, 
but  no  or\e  more  than  A  NATIVE  AMERICAN. 

Becklefs  Letter. — ^Mr.  Cobbett,  You  have  ufed  an 
unwarrantable,  I  will  not  add  bafe  freedom,  with  my 
name  and  character,  in  your  Gazette  of  Tucfday 
evening  lad.  Referring  to  the  proceedings  of  the 
Houfe  of  Reprefentatives  of  the  United  States  on 
Monday  laft,  refpecting  the  appointment  of  a  clerk, 
you  remark  in  the  following  words  : 

"  As  to  Mr.  Beckley's  ability,  I  can  be  no  judge 
"  of  that  ;  but  reflecting  his  fidelity ,  the  adding  up 
"  the  vptes  on  the  important  queftion  refpecting  the 
"  Britifh  treaty,  by  which  a  powt  already  decided 
*'  was  fubmitted  to  the  dccifion  of  the  Chajrmana 
4C  was  no  very  favourable  fpecim.cn," 

D  D  4  The 
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The  following  facts,  of  which  you  could  not  be 
ignorant,  will  prove  that  the  injurious  insinuation 
which  your  remarks  are  calculated  to  convey,  is  to 
tally  unfounded  in  truth : 

On  the  30th  day  of  April,  1796,  when  the  refolu- 
tion  for  making  an  appropriation  to  carry  into  effect 
the  Britifh  treaty,  was  depending  in  the  Houfe  of 
Reprefentatives  of  the  United  States,  a  motion  was 
made  by  Mr.  Dearborne,  to  prefix  to  the  refolution 
a  preamble,  Hating  certain  objections  to  the  treaty  : 
on  this  motion  the  Yeas  and  Nays  were  called  for.  In 
taking  the  Yeas  and  Nays  on  every  queftion,  the  mode 
of  proceeding  is  known  to  be  this  : — A  record-book 
lies  on  the  Clerk's  table,  in  which  the  names  of  all 
the  members  are  alphabetically  entered,  with  a  co 
lumn  on  each  fide  of  the  name,  one  for  the  Yeas,  and 
the  other  the  Nays,  in  this  form : 


l^eas. 

Names. 

Nays. 

* 

A.  13.    •  
C.D. 
E.  F  

G.  H. 
J.  K. 

X 

As  foonas  the  call  is  over,  the  Clerk  reads  aloud 
the  names  of  all  the  members  as  they  voted,  whether 
yea  or  nay,  fo  that  if  any  member's  vote  has  been 
omitted  to  be  entered  in  the  record,  or  afterwards  to 
be  read  aloud  by  the  Clerk,  the  error  is  inilantly 
difcoveredand  corrected.  Now  in  the  cafe  to  which 
you  refer  on  Mr.  Dearborne's  motion,  it  happened 
that  there  were  49  Yeas  and  50  Nays,  and  that,  in  the 
hafte  of  running  up  the  numbers,  I  reported  to  the 
Chair  49  Yeas  and  49  Nays,  when  the  Speaker  being 
about  to  give,  or  having  actually  given,  his  cafl 
vote,  a  member  fuggeiled  that  the  Clerk  had  made  a 

miilake 
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miftake  in  counting  the  numbers  ;  I  inftantly  recur 
red  to  the  record  book,  and  reported  to  the  Chair, 
that  it  appeared  that  there  were  50  Nays  entered  on 
thequerlion;  and  having  prcvioufly  read  aloud  to 
the  Houfe  the  names  of  thofe  50  members  without 
having  omitted  a  ilngle  vote  either  in  entering  the 
votes  or  reading  the  names,  the  miftake  in  calling 
up  the  numbers  was  fo  obvioufly  a  cafual  and  unin 
tentional  one,  in  the  view  of  the  whole  Houfe,  that 
the  proceeding  was  inftantly  put  right,  and  the  de- 
cifion  of  the  queftion  on  Mr.  Dearborne's  motion 
entered  on  the  minutes  and  journal  of  the  day,  by  a 
vote  of  50  Nays  againft  49  Yeas,  without  the  decijion 
of  the  Chair,  and  contrary  to  your  aifertion,  as  will 
appear  by  a  reference  to  the  printed  journal  of  the 
Houfe,  page  380. 

This  explanation  will,  I  prefume,  fatisfy  the  moll 
tortured  fuggeflions  of  malice ;  but,  to  remove  all 
poffibility  of  doubt,  I  lubjoin  the  then  Speaker  Mr. 
Dayton's  certificate  on  the  fubject. 

May  19,  1797.  JOHN  BECKLEY. 

This  may  certify,  that  the  flatementof  facts  herein 
before  made  by  Mr.  Beckley,  both  as  to  the  method 
of  taking,  entering,  and  announcing  the  Yeas  and 
Nays,  generally,  and  as  to  the  error  in  carting  up  the 
votes  on  Mr.  Dearborne's  motion,  particularly,  is 
accurate  and  juft.  This  I  can  declare  with  the 
greater  freedom  and  confidence,  becaufe  I  recollect 
perfectly  my  having  marked  with  my  pen  the  num 
ber  of  50  Nays,  as  Mr.  Beckley  read  and  announced 
them  from  his  entry.  JON  A.  DAYTON. 

Remarks. — I  might  fafely  fufferthis  curious  defence 
to  go  forth  without  any  comment ;  for  it  does  no 
more  than  give  a  circumftantial  confirmation  of  the 
charge  it  is  intended  to  do  away.  I  charged  him 
•with  having  givenin  a  falfe  report  of  the  Yeas  and 

Nays, 
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Nays,  by  which  a  point  already  decided,  was  fubmitted 
to  the  decifion  of  the  Chairman.  Now,  how  does  he 
diiprove  this?  Why,  he  acknowledges  (for he  could 
not  do  otherwife)  that  "  there  were  fifty  Yeas,  and 
f 01  ty -nine  Nays"  and  that  lie  "  reported  to  the  Chair 
forty-nine  Yeas  and  forty-nine  Nays."  Healfo  acknow-f 
ledges,  that  the  Speaker  (he  means  Chairman)  was 
about  to  give  his  cafting  vote,  or  had  actually  given 
it  (it  is  well  known  that  it  was  given),  when  the 
miftake  was  difcovered  ;  and  he  is  befides  obliged  to 
confefs,  that  the  m\fiaie,  as  he  calls  it,  was  difcoverecl 
ly  a  member  of  the  Houfe !  and  yet  he  has  the  im 
pudence  to  call  my  charge  an  "  injurious  inlinu-? 
ation  !" 

It  is  well  enough  to  obferve,  that  he  builds  his 
defence  on  the  circumflance  of  his  having  called  over 
every  name,  which  he  wifhes  to  be  looked  upon  as  a 
proof  that  the  falfehood  of  his  report  was  not  inten 
tional.  But,  let  it  be  remembered,  that  he  could 
not  omit  a  name  without  certain  detection,  as  the 
member  who  found  his  name  omitted,  would  have 
immediately  complained  ;  but  in  giving  in  the  re 
port  as  to  numbers,  there  was  little  danger  of  detec 
tion,  as  the  inaccuracy  could  not  be  well  aicertained 
by  any  one  who  had  not  the  lifts  before  him. 

In  ihort,  Mr.  Beckley  feems  to  have  formed  a 
refolution  to  make  himfelf  appear  guilty  ;  and,  not 
thinking  himfelf  a  credible  witnefs,  has  called  in  the 
teftimony  of  Mr.  Daytori,  a  man  whofe  veracity  no 
man  will  doubt  of. 

I  will  juft  add,  that  this  fubje&  was  not  revived  by 
me  for  the  cruel  purpofe  of  triumphing  over  a  fallen 
man.  It  was  courted,  it  was  loudly  called  for,  by  a 
paragraph  in  his  friend  Bache's  paper,  in  which  his 
fidelity  was  boafled  of,  and  in  which  a  majority  of  the 
Houfe  of  Reprefentatives  were  fligmatized  as  a  ran 
corous  faflion,  merely  becaufe  they  did  not  choofe 
him  for  their  Clerk. 

The 
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The  impudence  of  thefe  fellows  furpafTes  every 
thing  that  we  read  of  in  Hibernian  fable.  They 
have  a  right  to  abufe  Congrels  ;  call  the  officers  of 
Hate  man  Timothy,  and  man  Oliver  ;  charge  the  fu- 
preme  executive  power  of  being  under  Britifh  influ 
ence,  and  purfue  General  Wafningion  to  his  retreat, 
'With  the  appellations  of  traitor  and  murderer-,  but 
the  moment  a  word  is  uttered  againit  themfelves, 
the  moment  an  attempt  is  made  to  repel  their  vile 
accufations,  they  ftun  us  with  a  cry  of  vengeance, 
For  my  part,  I  have  been  fo  long  accuftomed  to  de- 
fpife  them,  that  any  tiling  I  could  now  fay  on  the 
Subject  muft  be  repetition. 


MONDAY,  22d  MAY, 

To  Thomas  Jeffetjon,  Efq,  Fice-Prefident  of  the  United 
States,  and  Prefident  of  the  Senate  of  the  United 
States. 

SIR, 

With  that  refpec"l  which  is  due  to  your  high 
official  ftations,  as  the  next  officer  to  the  chief  ma- 
giftrate  of  the  Union,  and  the  Prefident  of  an  im 
portant  branch  of  the  national  legiflature,  I  exercife 
the  right  of  a  citizen  of  the  United  States  to  call  on 
you  for  an  explicit  avowal  or  difavowal  of  the  fol 
lowing  letter*,  which  has  been  publicly  afcribcd  to 
you  in  all  our  newfpapers,  and  which  contains  fenti- 
ments  and  principles  too  deeply  affecting  the  inter- 
eft,  character,  and  fafety  of  America,  to  be  paffed  by 
unnoticed  by  any  American  who  values  and  cherifhes 
them.  Although  that  letter  has  been  the  fubjecl:  of 
great  public  agitation,  I  have  been  too  often  deceived 
by  fpurious  fabrications  of  this  nature,  too  hattily  to 
adopt  an  opinion  on  the  fubjecl:;  and  knowing  your 

T  •"  -  ~~~~~  —  ~~  -  —  -  —————— 

*  See  Mr.  Jefferfon's  letter  to  Mazzei,page  345. 

expecled 
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expected  arrival  in  this  city,  have  forborne  to  make 
any  fi  ri6tures  upon  it,  until  you  had  had  a  fair  op 
portunity  of  denying  it. 

The  prefent  crifis  of  our  affairs  will  not  brook  any 
further  delay  ;  the  time  is  now  come,  when  every 
citizen  muft  fpeak  his  opinion  without  difguife  ; 
when  the  public  have  a  right  to  know  the  real 
opinions  of  their  high  public  functionaries.  If  you 
entertain  the  fentiments  afrribed  to  you  in  that  letter, 
it  is  your  duty  to  avow  them,  to  come  forward  man 
fully  and  to  fupport  them.  If  they  have  been  falfely 
attributed  to  your  pen,  it  is  no  lefs  incumbent  on 
you  explicitly  to  dilavow  thrm.  I  fhall,  for  the  pre 
fent,  withhold  further  remarks.  Should  your  iilence 
continue,  you  will  be  jufHy  regarded  as  the  author 
of  that  letter,  and  duty  to  the  American  nation  will 
compel  me  to  prefent  to  the  public  view  thofe  obfer- 
vations  which,  on  the  perufal  of  it,  have  arifen  in  the 
mind  of  A  FELLOW-CITIZEN. 

French  Influence. — That  we  may  be  enabled  the 
more  jufily  to  iorm  an  eftimate  of  the  degree  and 
extent  of  the  French  influence  in  this  country,  it 
will  be  proper  to  paufe  here  a  moment,  and  reflect: 
upon  the  nature  of  public  opinion,  how  it  is  to  be 
collected,  and  in  what  manner  it  may  be  excited^ 
created,  or  directed. 

In  every  civil  fociety  the  majority,  unlefs  roufed 
by  fome  appeal  to  their  paflions  or  interefr,  are 
quiefcent  and  inactive.  In  a  republican  government 
like  ours,  the  great  body  of  the  people  are  perfedUy 
eafy,  and  repofc  with  confidence  on  the  rulers  whom 
they  have  freely  elecled,  and  whom  they  know  to  be 
equally  intereded  with  themfelves  in  the  promotion, 
of  the  public  welfare  and  happinefs. 

But  in  every  fociety,  however  happy  the  general 
ftate  of  it  may  be,  there  will  be  perfons  of  fome  one 
of  the  following  defcriptions  :  reitlefs  uneafy  fpirits, 

impatient 
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impatrent  of  reftraint,  four,  morofe,  malevolent 
hearts,  difpofed  to  view  the  fair  objects  of  nature 
and  art,  the  beautiful  fyftem  of  laws,  order,  and 
public  happinefs,  with  jaundiced  eyes  ;  depreffed, 
defperate,  profligate,  abandoned  wretc  hes,pofrelfcd 
of  a  gambling  Ipirit,  deiirous  of  change;  or  vain  am 
bitious  minds,  purfc-proud  men,  but  of  dull  and 
feeble  talents,  who  think  that  their  merits  are  over 
looked,  and  who  wifli  an  overturn  for  the  fake  of 
gratifying  their  rage  for  dift  mention.  Tht-fe  various 
defcriplions  abound  more  or  lets  in  different  coun 
tries,  according  to  the  ftate  of  manners.  In  Eng 
land,  Mr.  Burke  computes  them  at  one  fifth  of  thofe 
who  think  at  all,  but  fuppofes,  that,  unlefs  carefully 
watched,  they  are  fufficiently  numerous  to  over 
throw  the  government.  In  this  country,  I  do  not 
believe  that  more  than  one  tenth  of  thofe  who  are 
capable  of  forming  any  opinion  for  themfelves,  are 
of  any  of  the  foregoing  defcriptions  ;  but,  though  fo 
defpicable  in  numbers  and  character,  yet  they  are  fo 
fubtle,  active,  perfevering,  indefatigable,  and  or 
ganized,  that  we  have  feen  them  effect  in  a  few 
weeks  an  almoft  total  change  in  the  opinions  of 
their  fellow-citizens,  affume  the  language  and  au 
thority  of  the  people,  and  threaten  the  very  exiflence 
of  government.  Taught  this  truth,  partly  by  their 
experience  in  their  own  country,  and  partly  by  ob- 
lervation  of  the  American  character,  the  emiffaries 
of  France  early  learned  how  to  acquire  an  influence, 
and  had  almoft  difcovered  how  to  obtain  a  dominion. 
over  the  opinions  and  conduct  of  the  open  and  un- 
fufpecting  Americans.  From  the  peace  of  1783, 
until  the  period  when  the  Jacobin  faction  had  erected 
a  new  defpotifm  in  France  upon  the  ruins  of  the  old, 
no  particular  occafion  ex i (led  to  call  forth  the  in 
triguing  fpirit  of  the  French  Government.  We  do 
not,  therefore,  find  any  particular  exercife  of  this 
their  darling  propenfity. 

They 
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They  contented  themfelves  with  filling  up  the  full 
quota  of  diplomatic  and  confular  agents,  who  were 
well  employed  in  watching  every  interefling  move 
ment  of  our  Government,  and  who  were  ready  mar- 
fhalled  to  commence  effective  operations,  as  events 
or  occaiions  might  require.  Such  an  occafion, 
unfortunately  for  this,  until  now,  happy  country, 
foon  presented  itfelf.  The  firfl  fieps  towards  liberty 
which  the  French  nation  adopted,  having  for  their 
objedl  limply  a  diminution  of  the  royal  prerogatives, 
and  an  amelioration  of  the  condition  of  the  commo 
nality  and  pealantry,  were  received  in  this  country 
with  uni serial  and  unfeigned  pleafure.  Our  public 
papers  teemed  with  congratulations  on  the  aufpi- 
cious  event.  When,  therefore,  the  mild,  humane,  and 
phiiofophic  Warville,  and  his  accomplices,  of  the 
Girondiit  faction,  aimed  the  fanguinary  fleel  againft 
the  head  of  their  unfortunate  monarch  (to  whom,  if 
to  any  of  the  French  nation,  we  were  under  obliga 
tions)  ;  when  they  perceived  that  all  Europe  flood 
aghafl  at  the  horrid  fpectacle,  and  that  incenfed  hu 
manity  was  urging  combined  nations  to  vindicate 
her  rights,  it  was  to  be  expected  that  they  fhould 
Turn  their  views  to  America  as  their  only  friend. 
Selecting  then  one  of  their  moll  daring  and  intri 
guing  fpirits.  n  man  who  had  already  proved  his  abili 
ties  againft  the  devoted  heads  of  the  unhappy  Gene- 
vans,  and  recalling  from  this  country  a  Minifler  who 
had  too  much  honefty,  and  too  great  friendfhip  for 
us,  to  be  trufted;  they  lent  out  this  emifTary  to  draw 
clofer  the  bonds  of  fraternity  which  united  the  two 
republics.  Every  artful  device,  every  ingenious 
fchcme,  every  plaufible,  every  fafcinating  fentiment, 
was  to  be  fuggefted  to  entrap  us.  To  pleafe  our 
vanity,  we  were  to  be  told,  that  the  French  revolu 
tion  was  but  an  emanation  of  our  own  ;  that  a 
fpark  from  America  had  lighted  the  holy  flame.  To 
gratify  refentments  yet  warm,  to  rekindle  jealoufies 
2  hardly 
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hardly  extinguifhed,  to  refufcitate  injuries  not  yet 
healed,  we  were  reminded  of  Britifh  tyranny,  Britifh 
treachery,  and  Britifh  cruelty.  But  above  all,  to 
captivate  the  idle  and  the  del'perate,  who  have  ever 
lince  been  the  warmeft  friends  of  French  principles, 
they  preached  the  mild,  perfuafive,  and  irrefiftible 
doclrines  of  liberty  and  equality.  Myflerious  terms ! 
what  wonders  you  have  wrought !  equality  of  pro 
perty  !  agrarian  laws  !  liberty  to  acl  as  our  whims, 
paflions,  or  intereft  diclate  !  How  fafcinating  to  the 
diflfolute  !  how  captivating  to  the  lazy  and  impo- 
verifhed  lans-culotte  !  This  hopeful  fon  of  fedition, 
begot  by  Anarchy  (the  defcription  renders  it  fu per 
il  uo  us  to  call  him  Genet),  with  a  dozen  choice  fpirits 
in  the  confular  character,  to  acl.  as  aids,  were  can 
toned  out  at  proper  diitances  in  the  different  parts  of 
the  Union.  .  The  happy  effects  of  their  exertions 
and  talents  have  been  widely  felt,  and  forely  realized, 
but  cannot  be  juflly  defcribed,  without  devoting  to 
them  a  feparate  number.  LEONID  AS. 

Award  in  favour  of  American  Claimants* — The  fol 
lowing  is  a  copy  of  an  award  of  the  Commiffioners 
on  American  claims  in  London,  in  a  fingle  cafe  of  a 
vetlel  belonging  to  New-Haven. 

Communicated  for  the  Minerva. 

Jan.  14.  We  award  four  thoufand  fix  hundred  and 
fifty-eight  dollars,  American  currency,  with  interdr 
thereon,  at  five  per  cent,  from  the  firft  of  January, 
1794,  in  compenfation  of  the  lols  and  damage  fuf- 
tained  by  the  capture.  WM.  SCOTT, 

JOHN  NICOLL. 
To  -  London,  Feb .  nth,  1797. 

GENTLEMEN, 

I  have  the  pleafure  to  fend  you  the  above  copy  of 
an   award  in  your  favour,  by  the   gentleman,   to 

whom, 
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\Vhom,  by  an  arrangement  between  the  Government 
of  the  United  States  and  Great  Britain,  cafes  ofcofts 
and  damages  have  been  referred  for  a  more  early 
fettlement  than  could  be  had  by  way  of  appeal.  By 
the  earlieft  conveyance  after  the  fum  awarded  you 
has  been  paid,  and  the  amount  of  coils  to  be  deduct 
ed  from  it  has  been  afcertained,  you  fhall  hear  from 
me,  and  be  authorized  to  draw  for  the  balance. 
Your  obedient  fervant, 

SAMUEL  BAYARD. 


TUESDAY,  23d  MAY. 

To  Mejfrs.  MLean  &  Lang,  Printers,  New-  York. 

GENTLEMEN, 

In  your  paper,  received  this  morning  by  the  port, 
I  find  the  following  requefl  :  "  If  you  do  not  flop 
"  writing,  MefTrs.  M'Lean  and  Lang,  printers  to 
"  King  Mob,  pleafe  to  flop  your  paper.1' 

Give  and  take,  is  a  good  old  maxim,  gentlemen  ; 
you  cannot,  I  fuppofe,  have  forgotten,  that  you  ad- 
dreffed  your  paper  to  "  P.  Porcupine,  printer  to  his 
Majefty."  Being  the  aggreflbrs  then  (if  there  is  any 
aggreffion  in  the  matter),  you  can  have  no  reafon  to 
complain.  You  might  mean  no  harm  in  beflowing 
a  title  on  me  :  I  dare  fay  you  only  wifhed  to  regale 
the  port-office  clerks  with  a  little  printing-office  wit ; 
and  I  affure  you,  upon  the  word  and  honour  of  a 
newfmonger,  that  "  King  Mob''  was  intended  as  no 
more  than  an  humble  imitation  of  fo  laudable  an 
example.  As  I  find,  however,  that  it  gives  you  dif~ 
pleafure,  I  fhall  in  future  defift. 

I  am,  Gentlemen,  your  moft  obedient, 

And  mofl  devoted  fervant, 

PETER  PORCUPINE. 
Philadelphia,  May  $d,  179  7 . 

WEDNESDAY, 
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WEDNESDAY,  24th MAY. 

Parlous  Forms  of  Government. — From  the  Shop  of 
MeJ/rs.  Colon  and  Spondee. 

Arlftocracy. — 1  have  looked  into  my  Entick,  and 
he  fays,  that  it  is  a  government  by  nobles.  Heaven 
preferve  us  from  ariftocrats  !  they  would  cut  all  our 
farms  into  lord  (hips,  and  fell  us  for  flaves  :  fo  fays 
my  neighbour  Grumble,  and  he  knows,  for  he  is 
what  they  call  a  difhononary  member  of  a  Jacobin 
club.  But  pray,  my  dear  jealous  countrymen,  are 
not  all  kind  of  ocracys  dreadful  things  ?  and  arc 
they  not  running  rampant  among  us? 

Yes — there  is  your 

Hogocracy* — That  is,  where  an  ignorant  booby 
has  blundered  into  a  great  eftate,  and  has  the  riches 
without  the  education,  fentiments,  or  manners  of  a 
gentleman.  His  pride  and  infolence  form  a  horrid 
hogocracy  over  his  poor  neighbours.  More  happy  is 
the  Ruffian  peafant,  fold,  with  the  land  he  ploughs, 
to  his  haughty  boyar,  than  the  tenant  or  dependant 
of  fuch  a  hogocrat. 

Then  there  is  your 

Pigocracy.-—  The  pigocrat  may  be  known  by  his 
long  pig's  tail,  bound  with  fix  yards  of  riband,  his 
wheat-meal  and  lard  upon  his  head,  and  his  ihrill 
dolorous  whine  ;  with  thefe  he  eftablifhes  a  tyran 
nical  pigocracy  over  the  blooming  generation  of 
young  ladies. 

Then  there  is  your 

Ribocracy. — That  is,  when  the  married  lady  dif- 
cards  the  bewitching  drapery  of  the  fkirt,  for  the 
immemorial  infignia  of  the  man,  and  rules  the  cou»- 
jugal  roaft  ;  when  fhe  neglects  the  pie  and  pudding, 
and  fcolds  politics  at  her  hufband's  viiitors  ;  and, 
after  having  intuited  the  patience  of  the  good  man 
by  day,  awakens  him  by  night  to  the  refrefhingelo- 

YOL.  v.  E  £  queries 
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quence  of  a  curtain  lediure.  Such  a  woman  has 
eftablilhed  a  Da^f**** — I  dare  not  at  prefent  fay 
what ;  as,  unhappily,  my  own  dear  rib  now  cafts  a 
loving  look  over  my  left  fhoulder. 

N.  B.  My  wife  is  a  profound  politician  :  I  wifh  yoii 
could  hear  her  talk  upon  liberty  and  equality. 

Then  there  is  your 

Monocracy. — But  I  beg  pardon,  this  is  only  a  fpe- 
cies  of  democracy.  I  fay  again,  Heaven  preferve  us 
from  all  ocracys.  [Farmer's  Mu/eum.~\ 

Mifcarriages  of  the  Malls. — To  Sitbfcnlers.  From 
different  parts  of  the  Union  I  have  received  repeated 
complaints  of  the  mifcarriage  or  delay  of  my  papers ; 
and  though,  with  fuch  numbers  of  diitant  fubfcrib- 
crs,  it  would  be  rather  bold  to  declare  that  thfc 
fault  is  never  to  be  attributed  to  my  people,  yet  I 
can  venture  to  affirm,  that  it  rarely  or  ever  is  fa, 
But,  what  is  ibmetliing  fingular,  fubfcribers  have 
often  caufe  to  complain  who  live  at  places  among 
the  leaft  dillant,  and  to  which  the  conveyance  is  di 
rect,  and  extremely  regular.  I  am  loath  to  give 
out  any  thing  like  an  accufation ;  but  when  I  am 
well  informed  that  certain  pott-mailers  are  free  to 
declare  their  mortification  at  being  obliged  to  deli 
ver  out  my  papers,  and  of  one,  in  particular,  who 
declared  he  would  give  tliiriy  dollars  a-year  out  of 
his  own  pocket,  if  he  could  put  a  flop  to  its  circula 
tion,  I  think  myfelf  juftified  in  communicating  the 
circumftanoes  to  my  fubfcribers,  A  miitake  may 
jnow  and  then  happen  in  my  office  ;  but  the  fubfcrib 
ers  may  be  affured,  that  in  no  office  in  this  city  is 
the  difpatching  of  papers  fo  carefully  attended  to  ; 
and  that,  therefore,  their  diiappointments  mutt  be 
afcribedto  fome  of  the  perfons  concerned  in  the  con 
veyance  of  them.  Thefe  fcandalo us  perjured  delin 
quents  I  will  ufe  my  utmofl  endeavours  to  find  out ; 
and  in  fpite  of  the  latitude  for  fhift  and  trick  which 
aajure  of  their  offi.ce  affords  them,  they  have 

much 
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jrmch  more  cunning  than  they  have  honefty,  if  they 
long  efcape  undetected,  or  unexpofed. 

WILLIAM  COBBETT. 

EeMeys  Cafe. — MR.  COBBETT,  I  was  rather  fur- 
prifed  to  find  the  Speaker  of  the  Houfe  of  Reprefent- 
atives  of  Congrefs  coming  forward  to  vindicate  the 
conduct  of  the  difmhTed  Clerk.  I  think  your  remarks 
on  the  Clerk's  paltry  defence  very  pertinent,  but  you 
have  taken  no  notice  of  a  curious  fact  in  the  Speak 
er's  certificate.  He  certifies,  that  "  he  recollects 
perfectly  having  marked  with  his  pen  the  number  of 
fifty  Nays,  as  Mr.  Beckley  read  and  announced  them 
from  his  entry  :"  now,  as  there  were  forty-nine  Yeas, 
and  the  Speaker  knew  there  were  fifty  Nays,  how- 
came  he  to  vote  ?  It  is  well  known  that  the  Speaker 
never  votes,  unlefs  the  Houfe  is  equally  divided;  or 
his  vote,  added  to  the  minority,  will  make  the  votes 
equal.  But  the  Speaker  did  vote  on  that  occafion, 
and  voted  on  the  fide  of  the  Nays,  on  the  fide  of 
the  majority  ;  which,  it  is  fairly  prefumed,  he  would 
not  have  done  unlefs  he  had  believed  the  Houfe 
equally  divided.  The  conclufion  is,  that  Beckley, 
being  unacquainted  with  the  Speaker's  real  fenti- 
ments,  expected  his  cafiing  vote,  and  that  the 
Speaker,  from  the  di fiance  of  time,  may  now  have 
an  imperfect  recollection  of  the  tranfadtion.  This 
requires  further  explanation.  A  QUERIST. 

This  communication  has  led  me  to  perceive,  that 
In  my  remarks  on  Beckley's  defence,  publifhed  in 
Saturday's  Gazette,  I  put  Yeas  for  Nays,  and  Chair 
man  for  Speaker. 

For  Porcupine  s  Gazette.— MR.  COBBETT,  Although 
I  have  never  entertained  a  very  high  opinion  of  John 
Beckley 's  political  principles  or  political  fidelity,  yet, 
I  confefs,  I  did  not  believe  him  to  be  that  whining, 
pining,  cringing,  contemptible  creature  he  has 
ihowu  hinafelf,  on  the  occafion  of  his  late  difappoint- 
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ment.  If  he  has  merited  his  fate,  as  I  mofr  firmly 
believe  he  has,  fhame  and  contrition  fhould  flop  his 
mouth:  if  he  is  the  innocent  injured  man  he  pre 
tends  to  he,  an  honed  pride  and  confcious  rectitude 
fhould  place  him  above  fuch  pufillanimous  conduct. 
At  one  moment  he  groans  out  the  moil  lamentable 
complaints,  calling  perfonally  on  the  compaflion 
of  thofe  members  of  the  Ho'ufe,  whom,  not  long 
fince,  he  treated  with  hauteur  and  infulting  neglect ; 
at  another  moment,  he  threatens  a  terrible  ven 
geance  if  he  is  not  reinftated,  by  the  difcovery  of 
dire  and  important  fecrets.  Pray,  Mr.  Beckley,  if 
you  are  really  in  the  poffcffion  of  thefe  valuable  fe 
crets  of  official  mifconduct  in  certain  high  chara&ers, 
was  it  not  your  duty,  long  iince,  to  have  difclofed 
them  ?  Or,  is  it  more  reputable  to  have  referved 
them  as  bolts  of  vengeance  and  difappointment? 
But  fuch  threats  are  either  the  ravings  of  approach 
ing  infanity,  or  the  fretful  foamings  of  a  weak  mind. 
That  Mr.  Beckley  might  have  expected  the  punifh- 
ment  he  has  received  from  thofe  who  inflicted  it,  is 
too  evident  to  require  proof.  If  a  conftant  difoblig- 
ing  carriage,  and  a  marked  neglect  of  the  federal 
lide  of  the  Houfe  ;  if  the  moil  Sriking  partiality  in 
his  official  conduct  to  the  democrats  ;  if  an  habitual 
difregard  of  our  Government,  and  the  mofl  public 
and  indecent  abufe  of  its  meafures,  at  all  times,  and 
in  all  places,  juftly  demand  the  cenfure  and  punifh- 
ment  of  the  friends  and  fupporters  of  that  Govern 
ment,  furely  this  foreigner,  this  wretched  tool  of  a 
fallen  faction,  has  no  great  caufe  of  furprife,  if  he  is 
among  the  firft  of  the  bricks  that  fall  from  the  Tem 
ple  of  Anarchy.  As  to  his  hopes  of  fuccefs  at  the 
law,  I  fufpect  he  will  meet  with  a  fecond  difap 
pointment  here.  All  the  rank  and  ftinking  cats  are 
already  pledged  to  Secretary  Dallas,  and  what  re 
mains  will  not  be  worth  the  attention  of  the  ci-devant 
Clerk.  Perhaps  his  friend  Dallas  will  employ  him 
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as  a  journeyman,  either  in  law  or  politics,  both  of 
which,  I  believe,  are  a  fource  of  profit  to  this  pre 
cious  coadjutor  of  Randolph,  Gallatin,  &c. 

JUSTICE. 

TUESDAY,  25th  MAY. 

Barkley  Town  fed's  Advertisement. — To  be  printed 
and  publifhedin  Porcupine's  Gazette. — This  writing 
is  written  by  a  quill  that  is  yet  foft ;  and  the  writer  de- 
lires  his  brethren  to  keep  the  commandments,  and 
walk  in  the  features  of  the  Lord,  and  love  one  ano 
ther,  t  fhall  be  fhort  and  plain,  as  this  is  only  a 
fhort  fcratch  of  the  foft  quill  of  the  young  Porcupine. 
There  is  one  book  written,  which  is  now  at  the  prefs, 
and  I  hope  to  have  it  in  circulation  in  four  weeks 
from  this  inflant :  there  is  one  book  now  in  circula 
tion,  and  to  be  fold  in  Market  Street ;  in  that  book 
it  is  explained  for  what  reafon  Thomas  Paine  called 
it  his  Age  of  Reafon.  I  fhall,  in  the  next  book,  ex 
plain  how  the  great  red  dragon  is  now  caft  down  to 
the  earth,  and  I  have  had  to  encounter  him.  On 
Monday  morning,  between  three  and  four  o'clock, 
was  the  battle  ;  and  fuch  a  battle  I  never  law  before  : 
but  fo  it  was,  1  knew  his  intention,  and  where 
he  wanted  to  itrike,  and  a  hard  quill  was  pointed  in 
fuch  a  manner,  that  he  dare  not  ftrike :  he  then  em 
ployed  the  witch  of  Endor;  it  was  the  fame  way 
with  her.  In  the  name  or  God,  the  Father,  Son, 
and  Holy  Ghoft,  I  bade  him  defiance,  and  all  that 
take  his  part.  And  I  fhow  pointedly  that  the  tail 
has  fwcpt  down  fome  fiars  :  and  in  the  ftate  of  Penn- 
fylvania  it  is  done  :  at  this  time  the  preachers  of  a 
certain  perfuafion  have  deviated  from  the  wholefome 
rules  of  a  Gofpel  church  :  in  the  Method'. ft  Maga 
zine  for  February  and  March  there  is  fome  falfe 
doctrine  ;  and  I  now  inform  you,  that  fome  part  of 
the  do&rirje  is  no  better  than  Thomas  Paine's  Age 
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of  Reafon  :  and  if  you  affume  a  pre-eminence  over 
all  other  perfuafions,  I  recommend  you  to  confider, 
and  look  to  the  end  of  the  chapter,  and  not  deftroy 
yourfelves.  It  is  my  opinion,  when  the  full  force  of 
your  law,  made  by  your  body  politic,  comes  fairly  to 
be  underitood,  the  five  New-England  flates  will  be 
like  lions ;  New- York  nearly  the  fame  ;  and  the 
next  ftate  between  two  fires,  and  a  deviation  in  all 
the  reft.  Throughout  the  whole  of  the  United 
States  truth  fhall  conquer.  The  New-England  men 
are  the  lead  corrupted  of  any  in  the  United  States, 
according  to  their  number  :  therefore,  my  worthy 
friends,  remember  ;  when  ye  are  flout,  be  merciful : 
the  Lord  fights  for  his  people ;  therefore  keep  forti 
tude,  and  do  not  let  refentment  carry  you  to  acts  of 
violence  againft  your  own  countrymen.  The  true 
Chriiiian  is  an  open  man  ;  he  does  not  carry  a  wheel 
within  a  wheel,  as  fome  do  at  this  prefent  time. 
We  are  instruments  in  the  hand  of  the  Lord,  and  let 
every  one  difcharge  his  duty  faithfully,  or  elfe  he 
hath  no  reafon  to  expect  to  live. 

And  let  the  printer  difcharge  his  duty  as  a  printer, 
and  publilh  this  in  three  different  papers,  or  elfe  he 
may  expecl  to  be  rewarded  as  his  works  fhall  be. 
There  is  a  fon  of  David,  by  adoption,  that  fhall  kill 
Goliath.  By  authority  I  fpeak  it,  and  direct  it  to  be 
publifhed  in  Porcupine's  Gazette ;  and,  according  to 
rule  and  order,  I  fhall  iign  my  name,  and  will  not 
deny ;  I  trufl  in  God,  and  wicked  men  defy. 

BARKLEY  TOWNSED*. 

Philadelphia,  May  24,  1797. 

FRIDAY,  2&thMAY. 

Soporiferous  Effect  of  a  long  Speech. — Mr,  Porcupine, 
I  take  this  method  of  returning  MefFrs.  Livingfton  and 

*  This  fellow  feems  to  me  to  be  a  match  for  Brothers,  He  is 
certainly  a  very  great  rogue  or  a  very  great  fool. 

Giles 
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Giles  my  hearty  thanks  for  the  nap  I  have  for  thefe 
two  days  enjoyed  under  the  potent  poppies  of  their 
oratory  ;  but,  at  the  fame  time,  I  have  to  complain  of 
the  improvidence  of  thofe  whof  e  bufinefs  it  was  to 
provide  furniture  for  the  Representatives'  chamber. 
The  hall  indeed  is  pretty  well ;  the  chair-bottoms  are 
foft,  and  .the  backs  recline  very  commodioufly  ;  but, 
in  the  gallery,  the  place  where  the  people  refort  to, 
there  is  nothing  to  be  found  but  bare  hard  boards  I 
Isitjuft,  is  it  decent,  Mr.  Porcupine,  for  the  "fer- 
vants"  to  be  bolitered  up  to  their  ears,  while  their  fo- 
\ereign  lies  like  a  foldicr  upon  a  guard-bed  ? 

Yours,  &c.  G.  D. 

M.  M.  Jeffcrfon  and  Madifon. — A  gentleman  who 
arrived  in  the  General  Wayne  from  Bourdeaux, 
obferves,  that  the  late  election  has  clofed  in  the 
choice  of  fuch  men  as  will  ufe  their  influence  to  re- 
ftore  a  good  undemanding  between  France  and 
America.  This  circumftance  was  thought  to  be 
plealing  to  a  large  majority  of  that  nation  ;  who, 
they  fay,  muft  now  look  to  moderate  legiflatures  for 
juflice  and  protection.  Americans  muil  be  highly 
pleafed  at  this  event ;  it  looks  pacific. 

Mr.  JefFerfon,  inftead  of  Mr.  Madifon,  was  men 
tioned  in  yefterday's  Gazette  as  being  expected  in 
France  as  a  fecond  extra  envoy. 

REMARK. — It  is  very  probable  that  either  of  thefe 
gentlemen  would  be  the  choice  of  the  Executive  Di- 
rectory,  as  being  well  inclined  to  fecond  their  de- 
figns  of  diftreffing  the  commerce  of  Great  Britain, 
and  humbling  the  Government  of  the  United  States 
into  a  complete  fubmiffion  to  the  imperious  dictates 
and  ambitious  fchemes  of  France.  But,  if  this  fhould 
take  place,  would  thefe  States  be  any  longer  free  and 
independent  ?  If  the  French  are  once  gratified  in 
the  appointment  of  a  Minifter,  it  will  not  be  longbe- 
E  E  4  lore 
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fore  tlyfy  will  expert  the  fame  coipplaifance  in  the 
cleeHon  of  a  Prefident,  a  Congrefs,  and  every  other 
confidential  officer.  But  it  io  happens,  that  there 
is  no  need  of  a  new  appointment.  Should  the  Exe 
cutive  think  it  proper  to  renew  the  application  to 
France  for  juftice,  it  may  be  done  through  Mr. 
Pinckney :  he  is  waiting  for  the  purpofe,  and,  if 
they  refufe  to  hear  him,  they  would  not  hear,  "even 
fhould  one  arife  from  the  dead." 

TV-.?  is  no  reafon  to  expect  a  change  in  the  con 
duct  M"  France  towards  the  United  States,  fo  long  as 
the  war  lafts  in  Europe  :  whatever  men  govern 
French  affairs,  whether  jacobins,  moderates,  or  roy- 
alifts,  the  deep-rooted  hatred  of  Great  Britain  will 
continue  ;  they  will  ft  ill  envy  her  prosperity,  and, 
particularly,  the  extenfion  of  her  commerce  in  this 
country.  The  great  object  of  French  politics,  which 
they  have  manifested  every  eight  or  ten  years  for  a 
century  pail,  has  been  to  reduce  the  power  of  their 
rival  to  a  date  of  lefs  importance  in  the  fcale  of  na 
tions  ;  and  the  qucftiou  now  before  the  American 
Government  is  limply  this ;  is  it  to  the  interefl  of  our 
country  to  co-operate  in  this  important  meafure, 
and  to  trufl  our  future  fortune  to  the  magnanimity 
and  friendlLip  of  France  ? 

SATURDAY,  27th  MAY. 
Chevalier  D*  Yrujos  Letter  to  the  Secretary  of  State. 

SIR,  Philadelphia ,  May  24,  1797. 

In  the  collection  of  documents  referred  to  in  the 
Preiident's  fpeech,  and  printed  for  the  ufe  of  the  mem 
bers  of  both  Houfes,  I  have  feen  the  tranflation  of 
the  memorial  1  had  the  honour  to  prelent  to  you  on 
the  f--th  infl.  and,  after  a  curfory  perufal  of  it,  I  have 
obferved  with  concern,  that  the  tranflation  has  no.t 
been  exact  in  fome  particular  paffages ;  and  as  it  has 

been 
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pnM'fhed  and  preicntcd  to  Congrefs  in  that~ 
impv-rfect   (late,  1  (hall  take  the  liberty  of  pointing 
out  to  you,  Sir,  thofe  palfages  which  appear  to  me 
niofl  material,  flattering  rayfelfyou  will  be  plea  fed 
to  order  the  publication  to  be  corrected. 

In  the  8th  line,  page  45,  at  the  beginning  of  my 
memorial,  it  is  (aid,  that  the  ceffion  of  a  corifider- 
able  portion  of  territory  from  Spain  to  the  United 
States  has  been  made  by  agreeing  to  draw  a  line  of 
demarcation  between  the  poifeflions  of  both  parties. 
At  a  time  when  the  fenfe  of  every  proportion  is  Ib 
minutely  examined  into,  I  cannot  pals  over  this  with 
out  remarking  to  you,  that  as  every  State  has  a  right 
to  a  line  of  demarcation  to  its  pofTeffions,  it  is  not 
by  agreeing  to  draw  limits  that  the  ceffion  was  made 
to  the  United  States,  but  "  by  the  manner"  in  whick 
his  Catholic  Majefty  agreed  it  fhould  be  done  ;  and 
this  is  the  literal  fenfe  of  my  words. 

Li  the  loth  line  of  the  fame  page,  fpeaking  of  the 
advantages  arifing  to  the  American  citizens  from  the 
principle  that  free  mips  mail  make  free  goods,  it  is 
faid  in  the  tranflation  that  this  (ripulation  promifed 
a  neutrality  as  advantageous  as  durable  ;  when  in 
my  memorial  1  ay,  that  the  Americans,  for  reafons 
therein  affigncd,  would  promife  themfelves  a  neu 
trality  as  advantageous  as  durable. 

In  pa^e  47  it  is  faid,  Whilft  "  a  ft  ate  of  war" 
require  that  his  fquadrons  and  mips  fhonld  refpecl: 
Kngliih  property  on  board  of  American  veffels.  The 
fenfe  of  my  words  is  quite  different- — Whilft  it  may 
be  required  of  his  fquadrons  and  mips  to  refpect  Eng- 
lifh  property  on  board  of  American  veffels. 

In  the  37th  line  of  the  fame  page  it  is  faid,  Whilft 
the  latter  muft  fuffer  from  <c  avarice"  or  the  high 
price  of  an  article  to  her  fo  abfolutcly  neceffary.  My 
words  are,  Whilft  the  latter  mult  fuffer  from  the 
<c  want"  or  the  high  price  of  an  article,  &c. 

There  are  fevcral  other  pairuges  where  the  lan- 
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guage  is  materially  altered  ;  but,  as  the  fenfe  is  pre- 
ierved,  I  Shall  not  trouble  you  about  them.  I  Shall 
only  take  the  liberty  to  obServc,  that,  had  you  been 
pleafcd  to  have  fent  me  the  translation,  I  could  have 
correded  it,  and  faved  you  the  trouble  of  this  letter. 
As  the  tranflation  of  my  memorial  has  appeared  in 
the  newfpapers,  I  fhall  through  the  fame  channel 
publifh  this  letter,  in  order  to  have  thefe  mistakes 
removed.  J  have  the  honour  to  be, 

With  great  refpeft.  Sir, 

Your  moSV  obedient  fervant, 

LE  CHEVALIER  D'YRUJO. 
Timothy  Pickering,  Efq. 

REMARK.— -The  Chevalier  is  marching  directly  in 
the  Steps  of  Citizen  Adet.  The  above  is  mere  verbal 
criticifm :  the  correction  produces  no  alteration  in 
the  import  of  his  refcript ;  and  the  liberty  he  has 
taken  of  publishing  it  has  no  example  except  that  of 
the  Diplomatic  Elunderbufs.  Was  the  Britilh  Minif- 
tcr  ever  guilty  of  fuch  a  breach  of  decorum  ?  No. 
When  the  very  warm  difpute  refpecling  the  conduct 
of  Governor  Simcoe  was  on  the  tapis,  this  Govern 
ment  publifhed  its  complaints  on  the  fubjedt  :  Mr. 
Hammond  foon  after  received  the  Governor's  expla 
nation  of  the  buSinefs,  doing  away  the  calumnies 
\vhich  the  French  faction  had  fpread  through  the 
country  ;  yet  Mr.  H.  did  not  publifh  this ;  he  re- 
queSted  that  the  Prefulent  would  be  ^leafed  to  order  it 
to  be  published. 

MONDAY,  29th  MAY. 

Acfoertifement  extraordinary.— For  an  extraordinary 
purpofe,  relative  to  a  Mmifter  Extraordinary. — 
Wanted  immediately,  A  dozen  of  balloons,  finished 
and  decorated  in  the  moSl  fuperb  and  magnificent 
manner,  and  Sit  for  the  reception  of  a  number  of  the 
members  of  an  auguit  affembly  who  are  deputized  to 
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go  to  the  Moon,  and,  perhaps,  as  far  as  Sirius  the 
Z)og-frar,  in  queft  of  arguments  relative  to  national 
gratitude,  and  which  alib  can  be  ufed  in  giving  a  fo- 
lution  of  the  following  important  quefiion,  viz. 
Shall  the  United  States  imitate  the  inflexibility  of  the 
rufh,  that  bows  down  before  the  florm  ;  or  fhall  they 
aflume  the  attitude  of  the  oak,  that  docs  not  invite 
the  tern  pert,  but  flands  ready  to  meet  it  ? 

N.  B.  If  the  balloons  are  conftruded  upon  pure 
French  principles,  the  deputation  will  have  no  need 
of  gas  or  inflammable  air;  for  the  whole  weight  of 
Congrefs  Hall  will  barely  be  fufficient  for  their 
ballaft, 

Augufta,  May  TI. — A  foreigner  made  his  appear 
ance  in  Augufla,  in  the  courfe  of  lail  week,  to  whom 
fomegave  the  title  of  a  Spanifh  General,  others,  that 
of  a  French  General,  and  fome  again  called  him  the 
Governor  of  Louiliana  ;  be  his  rank  what  it  may, 
it  is  certainly  underilood  that  his  errand  was  to  in 
duce  America  to  aid  and  afliil  the  Republic  of  France 
in  their  new  dominions,  the  Floridas,  in  cafe  of 
any  attempt  by  the  Britifh  in  that  quarter.  A  very 
delicate  requifition  this,  on  the  part  of  either  France 
or  Spain — whilft  the  one  infults  us  with  the  difmiflai 
of  our  AmbafTador,  and  feizes  our  property  where  - 
ever  it  can  be  found  ;  and  the  other  refufes  to  fur- 
render  the  polls  which  by  folemn  treaty  they  had 
yielded  to  the  United  States  !  It  is  doubtlefs  a  very 
natural  predilection  for  the  people  of  the  fouthern 
country  to  prefer  their  Spanifh  neighbours  to  any 
change  which  the  prefent  profpedt  of  affairs  promifcs  ; 
but  dejpotic  as  the  fyltem  of  the  Britifh  Government 
is,  it  would  be  found  to  fuit  us  quite  as  well  in  the 
way  of  neighbourhood  as  the  liberty  and  equality 
which  emanates  from  the  terrible  Republic.  The^z- 
turnalia  fejla  in  ancient  Rome  were  well  enough  for  a 
little  fun  occafionally,  but  the  perpetita  faturnal'ui 

would 
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would  go  d — mn — bly  againft  the  grain  of  a  Geor* 
gian  or  Carolinian. 

TUESDAY,  30th  MAY. 

Something  to  excite  our  "  warmeft  SenfibiJlty.^ — Ex 
tract  of  a  letter  from  the  Captain  of  the  ichooner 
Sufannah,  dated  Guadaloupe,  2d  April.  "  I  am 
forry  to  inform  you  of  our  ill  fuccefs  on  the  voyage. 
I  left  Cape  Henry  on  the  2fth  of  February,  and  on 
the  1 2th  of  March,  five  leagues  N.  W.  of  Antigua, 
was  captured  by  a  French  privateer  mounting  two 
guns  and  forty  men,  who  took  myfelf  and  three  men 
out  of  the  fchooner,  put  a  prize-mafter  and  feven 
Frenchmen  on  board,  and  brought  us  to  this  place, 
where,  after  two  days,  our  trial  commenced — both 
Yeffel  and  cargo  condemned — myfelf  plundered  of 
books,  quadrant,  and  mod  of  my  clothes';  and,  what 
is  Hill  worfe,  the  whole  of  my  people  put  in  jail,  and 
my  lei  f  threatened  very  hard.  There  are  upward*  of 
forty  Americans  in  jail  in  this  place^  befides  a  great 
number  that  have  been  exchanged  with  the  Evglifli. 
Our  treatment  is  moil  intolerable  ;  ivorfe  than  that 
of  the  Turks  in  Algiers— -injulted  by  every  black  j\  amp  ^ 
and  they  protected  by  the  Government.  Nothing  is 
more  common  here  than  for  a  black  foldier  to  have  a 
'white  man  arrefted  for  the  fmailejl  offence — 1  don't 
know  what  to  compare  it  to,  for  I  am  fnre  the 
Moors  in  Barbary  have  more  humanity — all  the  black 
American  teamen  are  obliged  to  work  for  the  Republic, 
and  have  only  three  quarters  of  a  pound  of  bread 
•dudjour  ounces  of  cod-fifti  for  twenty  four  hours.  They 
condemn  all  veflels  cleared  out  for  the  Weft  Indies, 
txcept  for  Guadaloupe  \  there  have  been  about  ten  con 
demned  fince  I  was  here.  1  have  not  been  able  to 
lee  my  people  iince  they  were  put  in  jail,  except 
one,  who  works  for  the  Republic :  We  are  not 
mitted  to  go  the  jail,  as  they  have  an  idea  thai 


MAY,  1797. 

flea  will  declare  war  agabift  I  hem.  If  I  were  to  infert 
the  whole  of  my  ill  ufage,  it  would  take  two  or  three 
ilieets  of  paper.  They  condemn  veffels,  fome  for 
one  thing  and  fome  for  another  ;  any  thing  will  an- 
fwer  if  they  want  the  cargo — The  owners  of  the  pri 
vateers  are  the  judges;,  fo  that  every  one  tries  his 
own  caufe.  I  fhall  be  at  home,  I  fuppofe,  fome 
time  in  May,  and  hope  to  find  Congrefs  Jilting  ;  1  am 
determined  to  go  before  them,  and  if  they  will  not  give 
us  fatisfa&ion,  norfuffer  us  to  defend  our/elves,  1  will 
never  fail  under  the  fag  again ,  for  I  am  determined  to 
havefatisfafiion  at  the  rijk  of  my  life  and  falvatlon:^ — I 
have  taken  charge  of  a  fhip  here  for  St.  Thomas's, 
where  I  fhall  make  all  polllble  difpatch  for  home, — 
Ships  of  200  tons  fell  here  for  100  joes. 

"  I  fhall  be  obliged  to  leave  my  people  here ;  I 
have  tried  every  means  to  get  them  out,  but  all  to  no 
purpofe." 

[Let  Mr.  Livingfton  and  his  friends  reply  to 
this  honed  fellow  if  he  fliould  come  before  them. 
When  they  talk  again  about  the  forty-two  American 
feamen  whom  the  Britifh  preffed,  fome  gentlemen  will 
do  well  to  read  this  letter.  Here  we  fee  forty  Ameri 
can  feamen  crammed  all  into  one  jail  ;  while  others 
are  put  to  hard  labour  for  the  Republic,  fcorned  and 
infulted  even  by  blacks. 

How  different  is  the  language  of  this  captain  from 
that  of  the  oppoiition  in  Congrefs  !  The  injuries,  the 
ftripes  inflicted  by  the  French,  excite  in  their  minds 
"  the  warmed  fenfibility,"  while  he  fwears  revenge^ 
at  the  rifk  of  his  life  and  falvation.  What  can  be  the 
caufe  of  this  mighty  difference  ? — I  fhall  endeavour 
to  account  for  it  in  an  efTay  on  corruption,  that  I  in 
tend  very  foon  to  put  to  the  prefs. 

The  cruelties  inflicled  on  Americans  by  the  fan- 
guinary  tyrants  in  the  French  colonies  would  form 
another  Bloody  Buoy,  and  I  have  fome  thought  of 
making  a  compilation  of  them  under  fome  fuch  title.] 

WEDNESDAY^ 
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WEDNESDAY,  3i5t  MAY. 

Conciliation  with  France,  on  reafonable  Terms*  im~ 
fratlicahle. — During  the  debates  in  Congrefs,  there 
has  been  a  great  deal  laid  (and  it  has  been  repeated 
over  and  over,  until  every  hearer  muft  have  been 
tired  of  it)  about  neutral  bottoms  covering  enemies 
property  ;  about  the  extenflon  of  the  lilt  of  contra 
band  articles;  and  the  capture  of  provifion-velTels  : 
it  has  been  laid,  that  in  all  of  thefe  articles  our 
treaty  with  Great  Britain  gives  her  an  advantage 
over  France  ;  and  that  juttice  and  Uriel  neutrality 
require  that  both  nations  fhould  be  put  on  a  level. 
From  which  the  oppofition  members  infer,  that  an 
envoy  extraordinary  fhould  be  fent  to  France,  with 
full  power  to  negotiate  with  the  Directory,  and  to 
reliuquilh  all  claims  founded  on  the  treaty  of  1778, 
that  are  incompatible  with  this  equality.  Would 
haughty  France  be  fatisfied  with  this  proportion  ? 
Is  it  probable  that  fhe  has  run  the  rilk  of  driving  us 
into  the  arms  of  an  enemy,  for  whofe  deftrudtion, 
principally,  fhe  now  continues  the  war,  for  fuch 
trifles  as  thefe  ?  What  would  fhe  gain,  if  we  fhould 
confent  to  her  fcizing  Britifh  property  found  on 
board  of  American  veilels  ?  She  knows,  and  we  all 
know,  that  we  are  not  carriers  for  Great  Britain,  and 
of  courfe  tl}at  fhe  would  find  very  little  Britifh  pro 
perty  on  board  of  American  veffels.  She  is  not  like, 
therefore,  to  be  caught  with  fuch  a  fhadovv.  Suppofe 
aga  in  fhe  were  permitted  to  feize  articles  forfhip- 
building,  and  any  other  of  the  additional  contraband 
articles,  deltincd  to  Britifh  ports,  that  fhe  may  find 
on  board  of  American  veiTels  ?  Would  this  fatisfy 
her  ?  Does  fhe  want  thefe  articles  ?  Has  the  not  al 
ready  more  veffels  than  fhe  can  man  and  equip  ?  Is 
it  not  well  known  that  fhe  has  burnt  or  fcuttled 
many  of  the  veffels  that  fhe  has  taken,  for  want  of 
the  means  of  turning  them  to  belter  account  ?  Or 
i  would 
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would  this  injury,  trifling  as  it  really  would  be  to 
Great  Britain,  afford  any  material  afliftance  to 
France  in  the  prefent  war  ?  I  believe  there  is  not  a 
iingle  member  in  Congrefs  weak  enough  to  believe 
it  would.  ^ 

But  fuppofe  Ihe  were  permitted  alfo  to  flop  all  tBe 
proviflon-veflels  bound  to  Britifti  ports,  on  condition 
Ihe  would  pay  a  reafonable  price  for  the  cargoes  and 
freights  of  the  veffels  :  would  affignats,  mandats,  or 
any  other  paper  current  in  France,  or  her  dominions, 
purchafe  frefh  cargoes  in  America  ?  T  guefs  one  mil 
lion  of  livres  in  fuch  paper  would  not  buy  a  ftngle 
barrel  of  flour.  So  that  I  think  it  is  quite  as  well  to 
fuffer  her  to  take  our  flour  as  fhe  does  at  prefent, 
without  the  trouble  of  a  bargain  and  fale,  as  to  con- 
fen  t  to  part  with  it  for  paper  that  is  really  worth 
nothing.  Indeed  it  is  better,  becaufe  fuch  a  com 
pact  would  clear  her  from  the  infamy  fhe  now  juftly 
deferves,  and  imprefs  the  American  character  indeli 
bly  with  the  names  of  fool  and  coward.  But  if  we 
do  not  intend,  while  we  pacify  our  enemy,  to  create 
another,  we  ought  to  conftder,  likewife,  whether  by 
making  this  alteration  in  our  treaty  with  France,  we 
lhall  not  excite  the  complaints  of  Great  Britain.  As 
equalization  is  the  favourite  principle  with  our  mode 
rators,  they  ought  to  inquire,  whether  Great  Britain 
will  not  have  juft  right  to  demand  that  her  cruifers 
and  privateers  lhall  enter  our  ports  with  their  prizes, 
and  come  and  go  where  they  pleafc,  as  well  as 
France  ?  May  it  not  often  happen  then,  that  Englifh 
and  French  privateers  will  be  in  our  ports  at  one  and 
the  fame  time  :  that  their  crews  may  quarrel,  fight, 
and  involve  many  of  our  own  raili  partifans  in  their 
contefts,  to  the  great  terror,  and  perhaps  deflruction, 
of  fome  of  our  towns  ? 

And  as  depreciated  paper  is  the  currency  in  which 
France  will  pay  for  moil  of  our  cargoes  of  flour, 
will  not  Great  Britain  think  it  right  to  pay  us  in  the 

fame 
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fame  way?  for  it  is  as  eafy  for  her  to  make  paper  that 
\vill  be  wonh  nothing,  as  it  is  for  France. 

In  fhort,  I  am  really  apprehenfive,  that,  by  acced 
ing  to  any  alteration  or  infraction  of  the  treaties  we 
have  already  made  with  either  of  thefe  powers,  we 
fhall  involve  ourfelves  in  a  labyrinth  of  abfurdity, 
confuiion,  and  disgrace  ;  and  that  the  wifeft  policy 
we  cau  purfue,  is,  unanimoufly  to  agree  with  our 
Executive,  that  we  have  done  no  injuftice  to  pro 
voke  the  refentment  of  either  nation  ;  that  we  are 
determined  to  affert  our  own  innocence  ;  to  defend 
ourfelves,  and  to  repel  the  unprovoked  aggreffions 
of  all. 

AMERJCANUS. 
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